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VOL.  II.  CHAP.  1. 

Opening  of  Parliament  in  1785 — Lord  Lieutenant'^ s fpeech^ 
remarks  thereon. — Debates  on  the  fubjecl  of  attachment,^ 
Speech  and  motion  of  H,  Flood  ejq,  thereoti — motion  amended. 
Debates  and  proceedings  refpe^ing  Mr.  Orders  Commercial 
propofitions, — -Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
on  prefenting  the  Money  Bills,  ‘ 

Parliament  which  had  been  prorogued  the  14th  of 
IVlay,  1784,  to  the  29th  June  following,  was  by  feveral  fub- 
fequent  proclamations  prorogued  to  the  20th  of  Jan.  1785 ; 
when  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  opened  both  houles 
with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  f 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  meet  you  in  Parliament, 
and  to  defire  your  advice  and  co-operation,  upon  thofe  af- 
“ fairs  of  importance,  which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  ot 
the  kingdom,  require  your  mpft  feripus  attention.’' 

Whilft  I lament  the  lawlefs  outrages  and  unconftitutional 
« proceedings  which  had  taken  place  fince  your  laft  proroga- 
tion,  I had  the  fatisfaflion  to  perceive  that  thefe  excelTes 
were  confined  to  a few  places,  and  even  in  thefe  condemned; 
and  I have  now  the  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  by  the  falutary 
« interpofition  of  the  laws,  the  general  tranquillity  is  re- 
« eftabliflied,’’ 
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Gentlemen  cf  the  houfe  of  Commons  f 

I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  to  be  laid  before  you. 

I have  the  fullefl:  reliance  on  your  approved  loyalty  to  the 
King,  and  attachment  to  your  country,  that  a due  confide- 
“ ration  of  the  exigencies  of  the  Hate,  will  lead  you  to  make 
« whatever  provifions  Ihall  appear  to  be  neceffary  for  the  pub, 
lie  expences,  and  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  Majef- 
tfs  government.” — 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  f 

“ I am  to  recommend  in  the  Kings  name,  to  your  ear- 
neh  inveftigation  thole  objects  of  Trade  and  Commerce 
between  Great  Britainy  and  Ireland^  which  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived  their  complete  adjuflmcnt. — In  forming  a plan, 
“ with  a view  to  a final  fettlement,  you  will  be  fenfible  that 
the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ought  to  be  for 
ever  united  and  infeparable  ; and  his  Majefty  relies  on  your 
liberality  and  wifclom  for  adopting  fuch  an  equitable  fyhem, 
for  the  joint  benefit  of  both  countries,  and  the  fupport  of 
the  common  interefl,  as  will  fecure  mutual  fatisfadion  and 
permanency.” — 

The  encouragement  and  extenfion  of  Agriculture  and 
Manufaclurcs,  and  erpecially  of  the  Linen  ManufacSlure, 
will,  I am  perfuaded,  engage  your  conftant  concern. — Let 
“ me  likewife  direft  your  attention,  in  a particular  manner, 
‘‘  to  the  fifheries  on  your  coafts,  from  which  you  may 
reafonably  hope  for  an  improving  fource  of  induftry  and 

wealth  to  this  kingdom,  and  of  ftrength  to  the  empire.” 

** 

The  liberality  which  you  have  always  Ihewn  to  the  main* 
tenance  of  your  proteftant  Charter-fchools  and  other  public 
infiitutions,  makes  it  imneceflary  for  me  to  recommend 
them  to  your  care. —You  cannot  more  beneficially  exert 
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this  laudable  fplrit,  than  by  direifling  your  attention  to  im- 
“ prove  and  to  difFufe  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  advanta- 
« ges  of  good  education  : fenfible  of  its  elTential  conlequence 
to  the  morals  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  to  the  dig- 
“ nity  of  the  nation,  I am  happy  to  alTure  you  of  his  Majef- 
tv’s  gracioas  patronage  ; and  ftiall  be  earned  to  give  every 
« alliftance  in  my  power  to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  meafures,  as 
your  wifdom  may  devife  for  this  important  purpofe.” — 

“ It  is  the  province  of  your  prudence  and  diferetion  to  con-' 
fider  what  new  provihons  may  be  neceffary  for  fecuring  the 
fubje£ls  from  violence  and  outrage,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  police,  and  the  better  execution  of  the  laws,  as  well  as 
for  the  general  encouragement  of  peaceable  fubordination 
and  honed  indudry — It  will  be  a pleafing  task  to  me  to  af- 
fid  and  promote  your  exertions  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  for  upholding  the  authority  of  the  legiflature, 
and  fupporting  the  true  principles  of  our  happy  conditution, 
‘‘  both  in  Church  and  date.” 

« The  uniformity  of  laws  and  of  Religion,  and  a common 
intered  in  treaties  with  foreign  dates,  form  a fure  bond  of 
‘‘  mutual  connection  and  attachment  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. — It  will  be  your  care  to  cherifli  thofe  inedi- 
n^able  bleflings  with  that  fpirit  and  wifdom  which  will 
“ render  them  effectual  fecurities  to  the  drength  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  empire.” — 

This  fpeech  we  fee  particularly  takes  notice  of  the  three  fol- 
lowing points — viz.  id.  Unconjlkutional proceedings^^  which 
had  taken  place. — 2dly.  a final  adjudment  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce between  Great-Britain  and  Ireland” — 3dly.  a plan  « to 
diffufe  throughout  this  kingdom  the  advantages  of  good 
education.” — And  accordingly  each  of  thefe  became  a fubjeCt 
of  Parliamentary  difepfUon  during  the  prefent  year.— 
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As  to  the  firft,  it  has  been  already  ftated,  that  attempts 
were  recently  made  to  prevail  on  the  Sheriffs  of  counties,  See, 
to  convene  general  meetings  in  their  refpedlive  bailwicks,  for 
the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  the  expediency  of  a reform  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people  j and  for  the  appointment 
of  a national  congrefs,  to  meet  in  Dublin,  and  then  digeft  a 
plan  of  fuch  reform : — Thefe  were  the  unconftitutional  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  fpeech  alludes. — The  condu<Sl:  of  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  in  awarding  an  attachment  on  that 
occalion  againfl:  the  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  Dublin, 
(which  was  before  mentioned)  was  however  confidered  by 
many,  as  not  founded  upon  legal  authority ; and  feveral  mem- 
bers in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  endeavoured  to  bring  for- 
ward that  enquiry At  the  commencement  of  this  feflion  it 

was  therefore  moved  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before 
this  houfe  copies  of  the  proceedings  had  in  the  King’s  Bench 
laft  Term,  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  againfl  Henry  Stephens 
Reilly,  Efq.  late  High  Sheriff  of  the  Co.  of  Dublin.” — But 
after  different  alterations  had  been  propofed  and  carried,  this 
refolution  was  reduced  to  thefollowing  form,  viz:  “ that  the 
King’s  Attorney  General  do  lay  before  this  houfe,  a copy  of 
the  charge  exhibited  by  him  againfl  H.  S.  Reilly,  late  High 
Sheriff  of  the  Co.  of  Dublin,  in  confequenceof  which  he  was 
attached  by  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; as  alfo  the  excul- 
tion  of  the  faid  H.  S.  Reilly  to  the  faid  charge.” — - 

On  the  iSthTebrn.  the  following  refolutionspafled,— viz. 
“ Ordere’d,  that  it  be  an  inflruclion  to  the  grand  Commit- 
tee for  Courts  of  Jufiice  to  fit  on  Thurfd(2y  next,  at  three  of 
the  Clock. 

I 

Order’d  tliat  the  copy  of  the  charge  exhibited  againfl 
Hen.  Stephens  Reilly,  Efq.  late  High  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Dublin,  upon  which  the  faid  li.  S.  Reilly  was  attached, 
as  alfo  the  order  for  the  attachment  againfl  the  faid-  Hen.  S. 

Reilly> 
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Reilly,  now  lying  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee.^’ 

On  the  24th,  the  late  Hen.  Flood,  Efq.  brought  this  fab- 
je6t  into  debate,  but  finding  he  was  overpower’d  by  a great 
majority,  he  attempted  foon  afterwards  to  re-aiTujne  it,  in 
another  form  : — And  we  fhall  here  hate  that  gentleman’s 

O 

fpecch  on  the  occafion,  as  it  will  fully  explain  the  point  in 
iiueflion. 

I moved  yefterday,  (fald  he)  that  the  olBcer  of  the  court 
of  King’s  bench  fhould  attend  on  this  day,  with  the  rule 
book  of  the  court,  on  the  crown  fide,  for  the  years  1761, 
1762,  and  1763’.  I conceived  that  it  contained  mofl  ufeful 
and  neceffary  information.  I will  not  fay,  that  for  that  rea- 
fon  it  was  denied  ; but  it  was  denied-  I moved  that  the 
grand  committee  of  courts  of  juflice  fhould  fit  this  day,  to 
receive  the  fubje£l : that  too  was  refufed ; though  certainly 
the  mofl  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding.  I fliall,  how- 
ever, go  on  5 for  every  thing  that  pafTed  in  that  committee 
the  night  before  the  lafl,  makes  it  more  neceffary  to  entei: 
into  the  prefentdifcuflion. 

“ I do  not  mean  to  arraign  the  King’s-bench,  much  lefs  the- 
committee  of  this  Houfe  ; but  there  are  moments,  and  there 
are  cafes  wherein  a prejudice  feizes  on  the  minds  of  great  and 
wife  bodies,  and  induces  them  to  decide  in  a manner  lefs  fui- 
ted  to  their  wisdom  and  to  their  greatnefs,  that  one  would 
have  expected.  The  decried  aggregate  meeting  ; the  dreaded 
reform  of  parliament ; the  inhabitants  as  well  as  freeholders, 
being  invited  by  Mr.  Sheriff  Reilly’s  notice  ; the  queflion  of 
catholic  franchife  ; the  words  reprefentation  and  congrefs 
ftrangely  tortured ; and  the  reprobated  refolution  of  that 
meeting  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  unknown  and 
unformed  decifion  of  that  congrefs,  and  of  thofe  reprefen- 
tatives  ; all  thefe  circumflances,  heightened  by  eloquence  and 
prejudice,  feem  originally  to  have  run  away  with  the  difere- 
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tion  of  the  King’s  bench,  and  to  have  had  the  fame  efFe£l  on 
the  committee  of  this  Houfe,  the  night  before  the  laft.  The 
opinion  of  that  night  was  an  opinion  merely  founded  on  Mr., 
Reilly’s  cafe,  and  that  under  much  colouring  and  mifrepre- 
fentation.  It  becomes  neceffary,  therefore,  to  bring  before 
you  now,  the  conftitutional  queftion,  as  to  the  principle  of  at- 
tachment, without  reference  to  any  particular  court  of  juftice, 
or  to  any  particular  and  fpecific  cafe.  ^ 

“ The  very  power  of  parliament  has  been  queftion ed,  as  if 
we  would  be  competent  to  impeach  a judge,  or  to  addrefs  for 
his  removal,  and  yet  not  be  competent  to  enquire  into  hisjudg- 
ments,  which  ought  to  be  our  ground  for  doing  either  ; or 
as  if  we  could  be  competent  to  make  laws,  and  yet  have  no 
knowledge  or  judgment  as  to  the  laws  that  are  in  being.  But 
the  conftitution  and  the  law  fay  otherwife.  The  houfes  of 
parliament  are  made  the  guardians  of  the  integrity  of  the 
bench,  by  recent  ftatute.  By  the  conftitution,  original  judi- 
cature, in  cafes  of  impeachment,  remains  to  the  parliament ; 
and  final  judicature,  did  once  belong  to  both  Houfes,  though 
‘now,  by  compa(ft,  it  is  confined  to  the  Lords.  At  all  events 
the  wifdom  of  the  conftitution  faw  that  final  judicature  muft 
never  be  feparated  from  the  legiftative  power  ; for  were  it, 
it  is  evident  that  the  final  judicature  might,  by  degrees,  under 
colour  of  adjudication,  invade  the  legiflation  ; whereas,  when 
the  final  judicature  is  even  in  any  one  body  of  the  legiflature, 
it  is  not  much  to  be  feared  that  that  b®dy  will  endeavour  to 
exalt  its  judicial  at  the  expence  of  its  legiftative  authority, 

**  As  a ftrong  inference,  on  the  prefent  fubjeff,  arifes  out 
of  this  principle,  I fhall  take  it  a little  higher.  In  the  Saxon 
aera,  from  whence  all  the  freedom  of  her  conftitution  is  de- 
rived, all  civil  and  criminal  law  was  difpenfed  in  the  county 
courts,  when  the  alderman,  earl,  or  fherifF,  being  names  at 
different  times  for  the  fame  thing,  did  prefide,  being  ele(ftcd 
by  the  body  of  the  county,  and  the  freeholders  or  body  of 

the 
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the  county  judged.  Thus  there  were  originally  judges,  both 
of  law  and  fadl:,  though  now  it  is  attempted  to  exclude  them 
even  from  the  latter.  In  the  hmplicity  of  that  time,  and  in 
the  paucity  of  laws,  there  was  then  no  fuch  neceflity  as  there 
is  now  that  law  fhould  be  a profeflion,  or  that  there  fliould  be 
profeffional  lawyers  or  judges  ; nor  were  there  any  fuch; 
lince  they  have  become  neceffary,  hnce  crown  judges  have 
been  appointed  ; but  ftill  the  wifdom  of  the  conhitution  has. 
faid,  let  there  be  profeiTionaland'drown  judges  for  law  ; bu'c 
there  muft  be  popular  judges,  that  is  jurors,  for  the  facf.  But, 
to  the  prefent  fubj€<SV : As  the  county  courts  difpenfed  all 
law  within  the  county,  fo  did  the  national  alTembly  or  wit- 
tenagemote  difpenfe  law  in  other  matters.  What  follows  ? 
That  at  firft  not  only  final,  but  original  judicature  was  exer- 
cifed  by  the  national  afTembly.  Now,  that  that  afTcmbly 
had  a law  of  privilege,  analogous  to  ours,  to  protect  its  dig- 
nity, and  to  defend  it,  in  the  neceffary  exercife  of  its  indis=^ 
penfable  funftions,  cannot  be  doubted. 

What  do  I;  infer  from  this  ? That  when  original  judica-. 
tore  was  tranfplanted  from  the  national  affembiy  to  the  courts 
of  juftice,  which  we  now  fee,  this  neceffary  law  of  privilege 
and  protection  accompanied  the  transfer,  by  the  wife  fpirit  of 
our  conftitutlon,  and  that  the  practice  of  attachment  is,  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  rightly  underftoodand  limited,  exaCtly  what 
our  law  privilege  is  to  the  parliament,  Naw  every  man  knows, 
that  the  law  of  privilege,  in  parliament,  is  grounded  on  ne- 
ceflity only,,  and  never  to  be  extended  beyond  that  neceflity. 
Every  body  knows  what  a clanrour  the  courts  of  juftice  would* 
make,  and  the  nation  too,  if  parliament  were  to  extend  its 
privilege  an  atom  beyond  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  felf-pro- 
teClion.  Every  man  knows  that  the  law  of  privilege  is  only 
meant  for  internal  purpofes,  if  I may  fay  fo,  and  not  for  the 
community,  or  for  the  fubjeCl:  at  large  ; that  it  is  by  definiti- 
on priva  lexy  and  never  to  be  indulged  to  the  extinfflon  of 
the  kx puhlicay  and  that  it  never  ought  to  be  exerted,  except 
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when  the  perfon  on  whom  It  is  executed  has  abufed  or  refifted 
the  procefs  or  order  of  the  court  of  parliament,  or  when  he 
is  in  fuch  a fituation  that  there  is,  as  it  were,  a privity  between 
him  and  the  body  in  whom  the  privilege  refides. 

“ In  its  origin  it  was  fo  confined  as  to  extend  only  to  con- 
tempts committed  in  the  prefence  of  the  court  or  parliament. 
Hence  the  nature  of  the  procefs  of  attachment  is  perfonal  on- 
ly ; that  Is  to  fay,  it  is  merely  an  apprehenfion  of  the  perfon; 
becaufe  it  was  fuppofed  that  the  perfon  committing  the  con- 
tempt mull  be  prefent,  and  that  his  caption  was  unavoidable; 
and  hence  it  is,  that  when  caption  is  avoided,  the  procefs  to 
this  hour  is  inefFeclual  *,  no  diftringas  iflues ; no  alias ; no 
pluries ; it  is  a perfonal  procefs  only,  becaufe  originally  in- 
tended for  contempts  committed  in  perfon,  and  in  prefence 
only. 

A fliort  view  of  the  Norman  aera,  will  fliew  that  the 
prefent  doctrine  of  attachment,  has  no  foundation  but  in  the 
Har-cliamber.  William  the  Conqueror  overturned  the  whole 
conflitution  ; by  an  arbitrary  fieSlion,  he  aflumed  to  be  the 
proprietor  of  the  whole  foil,  and  divided  it  into  60,000 
knights-fees,  that  he  might  have.  In  effect,  an  army  of  60, 
000  knights  bound  to  him  by  all  the  chains  of  the  tyrannous 
Norman  feod  which  he  introduced.  As  to  national  aflemb- 
lies,  luch  as  the  Saxon,  he  held  none;  as  to  parliaments, 
fuch  as  we  know,  he  held  none.  If  he  held  any  public  coun- 
cils, they  were  councils  of  barons  only,  and  thofe  partially 
and  arbitrarily  fummoned,  a fault  in  which  he  was  imitated 
by  moft  of  his  immediate  fuccefibrs.  Hence  one  of  the  arti- 
cles of  magna  chart  a is,  that  the  major  barons  fliall  be  par- 
ticularly, that  is  to  fay,  individually  fummoned.  What  con- 
flituted  the  major  baron  was  then  perfectly  known,  though 
now  imperfe£lly.  But  this  article  had  a double  operation;  it 
required,  ill,  that  every  major  baron  fhould  be  fummoned  ; 
and,  2d,  that  no  man  would  be  fummoned  who  was  not  a 
major  baron. 
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“ As  to  the  judicial  power,  which  is  our  object,  he  can- 
celled, in  effedl,  the  Saxon  conftitution  and  the  county  courts, 
and  lubflituted  a Norman  court,  called  the  aula  regis  in  the 
place  of  them,  and  compelled  the  people  to  quit  their  na- 
tive judicatures  and  their  native  language,  and  to  plead  in  the 
No  man  language,  and  in  this  Norman  judicature,  before  an 
ecclefiaftic,  whom  he  brought  from  Normandy  to  prefide  in 
that  court,  in  the  chara6ler,  and  with  the  title  of  capltalis 
juQlciarius  j and  here  the  enemies  of  liberty  take  their  hand. 

They  point  to  the  ruins  of  the  conftitution,  and  from 
them  they  pretend  to  delineate  its  fabric,  and  to  eft:ablifh  its 
principles  on  its  fubverfton.  But  the  right  honourable  mem- 
ber [ the  Attorney  General  ] might  as  well  tell  me  that  the 
curfeu,  or  that  the  conqueft:  was  a part  of  the  conftitution,  as 
that  the  aula  regis  was  fo. 

This  court  and  this  jufticiary,  eftabliflied  by  a tyrant 
to  fupport  his  tyranny,  foon  became  a tyrant  in  the  reigns  of 
his  fuccelFors,  both  to  the  prince  and  to  the  people,  and  rofe 
to  fuch  enormhy  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  when  Bracton 
wrote,  whom  the  right  honourable  gentleman  [the  Attorney 
General]  has  quoted,  that  the  fon  of  that  Henry  III.  namely 
Edward  I.  overthrew  that  court,  and  eftablifhed  on  its  ruins 
the  four  great  courts  of  judicature  which  we  now  poftefs,  and 
has  been  thence  juftly  ftiled,  the  Juftinian  of  England.  If 
Bradlon's  words,  therefore,  as  quoted,  were  applicable  to 
attachments,  which  the  very  reading  of  them  (hews  that  they 
are  not,  yet  they  could  be  of  no  authority,  becaufe  they 
would  be  a defcription  of  a court  not  belonging  to  our  confti- 
tution, and  then  in  the  ftage  of  its  moft  exceffive  ufurpation. 
As  v'^eil  might  a man  ftate  the  regal  power  in  England,  by 
dating  the  practice  of  James  IL  immediately  before  his  de- 
pofal.  But  Bradon  only  ufed  general  words,  and  not  the 
word  attachment ; and  his  v/ords  would  prove  nothing  on 
the  fubjed,  becaufe  they  would  prove  too  much ; for  they 

would 
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would  equally  prove  that  attachments  might  be  ufed  in  cafes 
between  individual  and  individual,  as  between  the  court  and 
the  fervants  of  the  court  or  the  magiflrate, 

‘‘  Again  I f^y  that  the  firft  principles  of  our  criminal  ju- 
rifprudence  declare,  that  no  man  fliall  be  forced  to  give  evi- 
dence againft  himfelf,  and  that  no  man  lhall  be  convi£led, 
but  by  judgment  of  his  peers.  Attachment  is  an  exception 
to  this  general  rule.  It  proves  the  rule  indeed,  but  as  it  can- 
not prove  itfelf,  it  mull  be  eftabliflied  by  proof*,  and  no- 
thing but  precedent,  in  point,  can  be  admitted.  ^Confti- 
tutlonal  do6lrines  may  be  eftablifhed  by  principle ; buti.un- 
conftitutional  do61rines  can  only  be  maintained  by  precedents 
exadly  in  point.  What  follows  ? Till  the  reign  of  Edward 
I.  the  prefent  courts  of  judicature  did  not  exift.  Till  then 
no  precedent,  in  point,  could  exift.  Neither  can  we  poihbly 
have  a record  of  any  fuch  precedents  earlier  than  a fubfe- 
quent  reign,  namely  that  of  Edward  11.  for  with  Edward  II. 
and  not  before  the  year  books  begin.  What  does  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  that  great  lawyer  and  antiquarian,  fay  ? 
In  his  zeal  to  eflabliQi  attachments,  in  their  full  extent,  he 
forgets  his  knowledge.  He  quotes  the  ftatute  of  13th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  and  fays,  that  it  feerhs  as  if  commitment  for  con- 
tempts was  founded  in  that  ftatute. Whoever  reads  the 

ftatute  will  fee  that  it  has  nothing  to  fay  to  the  fubjefl ; but 
this  is  not  all.  The  judge  is  guilty  of  the  grolTeft  anachro- 
nlfm.  In  what  refpedl;  ? Though,  fays  he,  no  man  can  be 
imprifoned,  according  to  magna  charta^  but  by  judgment  of 
bis  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land,  yet  this  ftatute  of  Ed- 
ward I.  is  lex  terrosy  as  if  thofe  words  could  mean  any  thing 
but  what  was  law  at  the  time,  or  as  if  King  John  and  the  ba- 
rons feventy  years  before,  could  have  had  in  contemplation, 
a ftatute  that  was  to  pafs  feventy  years  after.  What  ufe  do 
I make  of  this  ? I ufe  it  to  prove  that  at  that  period  there  was 
no  foundation  for  the  prefent  do^rine  of  attachment,  other- 

wife 
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wife  fo  great  a man,  fo  zealous  in  the  caufe,  would  not  have 
committed  fo  deplorable  an  error.  I ufe  it  to  prove,  that 
the  words  of  magna  charta^  or  Bradton’s  words  quoted  by  tlie 
Attorney  General,  being  prior  to  that  ftatute  of  Edward  I. 
are  committed  by  the  authority  of  that  judge,  not  to  be  appli- 
cable to  attachments,  of  which  he  places  the  origin  not  high- 
er than  the  ftatute  of  the  13th  of  Edward  I.  As  to  that  fta- 
tute,  I leave  the  reading  of  it  to  prove,  that  that  had  no- 
thing to  fay  to  the  fubje^t ; and  then  I will  pafs  from  Gilbert 
to  Blackftone,  who  animadverts  on  the  error  of  Gilbert,  and 
then  falls  into  as  great  an  error  himfelf.  For  what  does  he  do  ? 
He  quotes  the  year  books  for  precedents  of  attachments- 
a learned  member  has  gone  through  every  cafe.  quoted 
from  the  year  books,  and  has  found  that  in  f?'^ery  one  of  thofe 
cafes  it  appears  by  the  year  book,  th^c  a jury  was  empanelled: 
What  follows  ? That  every  one  of  Blackflone’s  authorities 
are  overturned.  And  what  is  the  natural  inference  ? That 
when  two  great  judges  and  antiquarians  have  laboured  this 
point,  they  have  been  able  to  prove  nothing  but  their  own 
errors  in  law,  and  in  facl,  that  the  fubject  is  defperate,  and 
that  the  point  is  incapable  of  proof.  No  precedent  is  poflible 
to  be  found  before  Edward  III.  The  tumultuary  reigns  that 
were  infefled  by  the  wars  of  York  and  Lancafter,  are  not 
times  of  precedent ; if  in  that  period  any  had  been  produced, 
which  yet  there  have  not.  What  follows  ? We  are  brought 
to  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  then  a ftatute  was  found 
necelTary  to  fupport  the  court  of  ftar-chamber.  And  why  ? 
Becaufe  the  pradlices  of  that  court  could  not  be  fupported  by 
the  common  law  of  the  land.  Attachments,  in  full  extent, 
then,  began  indeed.  But  they  began  in  the  ftar-chamber, 
and  under  that  ftatute.  By  example,  it  is  true,  they  crept 
into  other  courts  ; which  are  apt  enough  to  favour  increafe 
of  jurifdidlion ; but  aS  they  rofe  (in  their  culpable  extent)  with, 
that  ftatute,  which  was  made  to  fupport  the  ftar-chamber, 
fo  alfo,  they  mult  be  confidered,  as  falling  with  that  ftatute. 

What 
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— “ What  follows  ? That  attachment  is  not  a part  of  the 
general  law  of  the  land,  but  merely  a law  of  privilege  for  the 
protection  of  the  courts  ; founded  on  and  tolerated  only  by 
necehity,  and  not  to  be  endured  beyond  it.  It  can,  there- 
fore, only  extend  to  perfons  guilty  of  contempt  to  the  courts 
in  their  prefence;  to  the  officers  and  fervants  of  the  court ; to 
perfons  abufing  or  refifting  the  procefs  of  the  court ; and  to 
the  ffieriffs  or  magiftrates,'  when  they  become,  in  effeCt,  fer- 
vants of  the  court  pro  tempore  ; by  being  pro  tempore  actually 
not  conftruCtively  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  court.  The 
two  latter  branches  are  extenGons  of  the  law  of  privilege,  be- 
yond its  original  bounds ; and  they  are  the  utmoft  extenfion 
that  ccin  be  admitted  with  fafety  to  the  general  law  of  the 
land.  What  follows  ? That  where  the  ffieriff  is  not  aCfually 
in  the  fervice  of  fome  of  the  courts,  he  is  not  fubjeCt  to  this 
fummary  procefs.  Still  lefs  can  he  be  fubjeCl  to  it,  when  that 
which  he  does,  is  not  a part  of  his  jurifdiclion,  as  ffieriff. 
Colour  in  office,  in  fuch  cafe,  is  not  to  be  intended  againft 
the  flieriff ; becaufe  the  law  will  not  intend  colour  of  office, 
in  his  favour.  In  Daltoffs  Sheriff,  i2i.  psge  573,  are  thefe 
words,  “ where  the  ffieriff,  or  officer,  hath  a precept  to  levy 
20/.  and  he  levieth  40/.  this  is  extortion.  But  where  he 
hath  no  authority,  it  ffiall  not  be  intended  that  he  doth  that 
by  colour  of  his  office,  but  in  fuch  cafe  it  is  felony.  Now’ 
what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  hold  that  the  law  will  intend 
colour  of  office  in  favour  of  puniffiment,  when  it  wdll  not  in- 
tend it  in  favour  of  life”  ? 

‘‘  Now  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  of  any  of  thofe  ffieriffs 
wffio  have  favoured  county  meetings  for  promoting  a reform, 
except  Mr.  Reilly,  whofe  cafe  I will  keep  entirely  out  of  the 
prefent  queftion,  has  any  ffieriff  a power  or  authority  by  his 
office,  to  command  fuch  meetings  ? Certainly  not.  Has  any 
ffieriff  pretended  to  command  fuch  meetings  Certainly  not. 
Have  they  fiimmoned  the  county  by  their  bailiffs?  No.  Have 

they 
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they  attempted  to  punifh  any  man  for  abfence  ? No.  Did  they 
compel  the  power  of  the  county,  that  is,  the  county  armed, 
to  aflemble?  No.  On  the  face  of  their  advertifement,  was 
it  net  declared  that  the  meeting  was  defired,  not  command- 
ed, at  the  requeft  of  others,  and  not  by  the  official  power  of 
the  fherifF  ^ Certain  gentlemen  of  the  county  defire  the  pre- 
fence of  the  (heriff  as  the  firfl  confervator  of  the  peace.  Is 
not  this  an  overt  a£l  of  peace,  not  of  fedition  ? They  defire 
the  convenience  of  his  county  court,  probably  the  longefl  and 
the  mofl;  central  room,  in  the  county  *,  and  by  his  notice  he 
fignifies  a compliance  with  their  defires.  What  is  there  in 
this  that  can  be  tortured  into  a crime  ? Are  voluntary  meet- 
ings in  a free  county,  prhna  facie^  and  in  themfelves  illegal  ? 
Certainly  not.  Is  deliberating  on  a reform  illegal?  Certain- 
ly not.  But  choofing  delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  congrefs, 
it  is  faid,  is  illegal.  In  the  firfl:  pjace,  thefe  expreffions  were 
ufed  in  very  few  counties  ; but  even  where  they  were,  I ask 
is  the  word  congrefs”  to  become  for  ever,  and  in  all  fenfes, 
illegal,  becaufe  the  Americans  ufed  it  ? As  to  America,  it 
has  now  the  fanclion  of  parliamentary  authority.  By  defini- 
tion, it  is  only  a meeting  or  afTembly  ; and  in  its  general  ufe 
has  been  pore  frequently  employed  to  denote  meetings  for 
promoting  peace  than  war.  I have  no  partiality  for  the  word 
congrefs,  becaufe,  in  my  mind,  Ireland  is  as  good  an  authori- 
ty herfelf  as  any  fhe  can  find  abroad.  But  yet  I cannot  find, 
that  there  is  any  illegality  in  thofe  fyllables,  or  in  that  found. 
As  to  reprefentatives,  I readily  admit  that  if  by  reprefenta- 
tives,  it  were  neceflary  to  underfland  that  they  were  perfons 
whofe  deliberations  were  to  bind  the  people,  and  to  have  any 
coercive  authority  or  legal  obligation,  the  objeftibn  would  be 
juft.  This  Houfe  undoubtedly  is  the  only  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  in  parliament ; that  is  to  fay,  to  all  purpofes  of  le- 
giflation.  I propofed  a refolution  to  that  efFe£t,  in  Lord  Car- 
lifle’s  government,  but  the  parliament  would  not  alTent  to  it. 
Yet  now  there  are  who  fay,  jto  Houfe  is  not  only  the 

folc 
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foie  reprefentative  of  the  people  in  parliament,  and  for  legifla- 
tion,  but  that  we  can  have  no  other  kind  of  reprefentation 
whatever,  for  any  other  purpole,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 
Now  the  latter  I deny.  The  king  is  the  reprefeqtative  of  the 
community,  as  to  foreign  ftates.  Every  man  may  have  vari- 
ous reprefentatives.  A man’s  heir  is  his  reprefentative  in 
one  fenfe  ; his  executor  in  another,  his  agent  in  a third,  his 
attorney,  in  a fourth,  any  man  to  whom  he  gives  a letter  of 
attorney  for  a particular  purpofe,  in  a fifth,  and  fo  on,  ad  in- 
finitum.  That  the  people  have  a right  to  petition,  no  man 
denies.  But  they  cannot  depute  or  delegate  that  right,  it  is 
argued  ; It  is  unnecelTary  to  debate  that  point,  for  neither 
the  convention  nor  congrefs,  have  petitioned,  or  mean  to  pe- 
tition. What  then  is  the  hCt.  Each  county  has  chofen  a few 
nominees,  or  deputies,  in  whom  they  confide,  to  confer  with 
others  of  the  fame  defcription  from  other  counties,  in  the  ca- 
pital, as  the  place  mofi:  convenient  for  meeting,  and  for  in- 
formation ; and  during  the  fitting  of  parliament,  when  it  is 
poflible  to  be  of  ufe,  not  during  its  prorogation,  when  it 
could  be  of  no  ufe  *,  and  this  they  have  done,  for  what  ? That 
concord  may  be  the  better  obtained,  in  a cafe  where  any  divi- 
fion  among  the  people  would  be  fatal.  What  thefe  deputies 
or  delegates  refolve  has  no  binding  force  or  coercive  obliga- 
torinefs  on  the  counties.  The  counties  may  petition  in  fup- 
port  of  thofe  refolves,  or  they  may  not ; they  may  enforce 
them  by  all  their  conftitutional  powers,  or  they  may  reject 
them.  In  fliort,  it  only  tends  to  unite  the  people,  and  hence 
is  the  obje(5lion  to  it.  The  enemies  to  reform  wifti  to  divide 
the  people.  They  feel  that  this  mode  is  the  befi:  mode  of  u- 
niting  them.  They  know  that  that  union  would  be  irrefifti- 
ble,  and  they  therefore  objcdt  to  this  meafure,  not  becaufe  it 
is  really  illegal,  but  becaufe  it  is  rational  and  efficacious. 

As  to  county  meetings  they  are  not  illegal  in  England  ; 
how  can  they  be  fo  here  ? that  they  are  not  illegal  in  En- 
gland} witnefs  the  innumerable  meetings  of  that  kind,  in  that 

country 
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country  at  all  times.  Witnefs,  in  the  prefent  time,  a requl- 
iition,  but  the  other  day,  in  the  county  of  York,  fent  to  the 
fherlfF,  Mr.  Damby,  in  confequence  of  which  he  advertifed 
a county  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Wyvil  attended,  to  promote 
a reform.  Witnefs  another  meeting,  more  pointed  to  our 
purpofe,  held  in  the  city  of  York  on  the  12th  of  this  month 
(February)  by  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  at  large  in  that 
city.  They  petition  parliament  for  a reform,  and  then  they 
refolve,  “ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  reprefentatives  of  counties,  not  accom- 
panied with  any  other  reform,  will  not  fufficiently  amend  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people.”  In  Ireland  fuch  a refolve  by  in- 
habitants at  large,  would  be  faid  to  didatc  to  the  legiflature 
and  to  overturn  the  conftitution;  and  this  petition  of  the  free- 
men and  inhabitants  of  York,  notwithftanding  the  audacity 
of  this  refolve,  has  been  fince  prefented  to,  and  received  by 
parliament  in  England,  without  the  fmallefl:  ob}e(Stion  to  it. 
Indeed  if  there  be  a cafe  in  the  world  that  ought  to  be  fingled 
out,  from  all  others,  as  the  cafe  in  which  the  people  fhould 
have  the  moft  authority,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the 
leaft,  it  is  the  qu‘eftion  of  reform  *,  And  why  ? becauie  this 
queftion  arlfes,  folely,  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  reprefen- 
tation ; what  follows  ? the  rdprefentative  is,  in  this  iingle 
cafe,  a party  againft  the  people,  and  ought  as  little  as  poill- 
ble  to  judge  in  his  own  caufe. 

I beg  pardon  for  having  detained  you  fo  long.  I am  hap- 
py that  the  many  cogent  arguments,  and  cafes  of  law,  and 
the  great  abilities  that  have  already  been  exhaufted  on  this 
fubje^l,  have  made  it  unneceflary  forme  to  detain  you  longer. 
They  have  rendered  it  even  improper,  becaufe  it  would  be  on- 
ly to  repeat,  with  lefs  force,  and  with  lefs  authority,  what 
was  then  advanced.  This  I have  every  where  avoided  as 
much  as  I could.  I know  how  much  I have  weakened  my 
argument  by  doing  fo-~but  it  was  unavoidable.  And  now, 

Sir» 
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Sir,  I fhall  move  you  to  come  to  the  following  relolution. — . 
« Refolved  that  the  practice  of  attachments,  for  contempt  of 
court,  hands  on  the  fame  ground  of  law  in  both  kingdoms, 
and  ousht  not  to  be  extended  further  in  Ireland  than  in  En- 
gland.” — No  particular  court  is  fingled  out.  We  do  not  de- 
clare the  law  by  this  refolution,  we  only  fay,  what  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  law  of  attachments  is  the  fame  in  both  king- 
doms, and  that  the  praclice  ought,  therefore,  to  be  the  fame. 
We  only  declare,  that  in  a practice  not  congenial  to  thecon- 
hitution,  we  ought  not  to  go  further  than  England.  The  re- 
folution abftains  from  faying  that  the  praflice  here  has  been 
further  extended,  out  of  refpe<St  to  the  bench ; and  alfo  from 
this  conlideration  that  the  prefent  judges  have  not  originated 
this  excefs.  It  does  not  cenfure  the  pall.  It  only  provides 
for  the  future.” 

Mr.  Flood  was  feconded  in  this  motion  by  Sir  Edward 
Newenham;  but  after  fome  debates,  the  original  motion  was 
amended  to  the  following  form — viz  : 

That  the  practice  of  attachments  for  contempts  of  court, 
ftands  upon  the  fame  ground  of  Law  both  in  England  and 
Ireland  and  does  not  appear  £o  have  been  extended  in  this 
kingdom  beyond  the  fame.” — The  refolution  in  this  form 
was  carried,  and  therefore  Mr.  Flood’s  intention  of  enquiry 
as  to  attachments,  fell  to  the  ground. 

We  come  now  to  conlider  thofe  proceedings  which  took 
place  relative  to  the  fecond  great  obje6l  in  his  Excellency’s 
fpeech  which  we  before  noticed — a final  adjuftment  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — As  this 
was  a fubjefl  of  the  firft  importance — and  its  difcuflion  oc- 
cafion’d  a very  large  debate,  we  fhall  referve  it  for  a feparate* 
chapter. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Fnceecilngs  hi  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  refpeBing  a final  ad-- 
jujiment  of  commerce. — Propofttions  fiihm  'itted  to  the  Britlfy 
M.inifry\ — and  neiv  model d — Bills  introduced  in  the  Hoiife 
of  Commons  in  each  Country  grounded  thereon — Mr.  Seer  eta* 
ry  Orders  fpeech  on  that  occafion — Speech  of  Henry  Grattan — i 
leave  given  to  bring  in  the  hill— public  opinion  on  the  fuhjecl— 
Petitioners  for  and  againjl  the  bill  i fuhfequent  proceedings  and 
event  of  the  meafure.— 

Revious  to  the 'meeting  of  the  Irlfh  parliament  in  1 78^^, 
the  Britifh  cabinet,  in  concert  with  the  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  Ireland^  had  formed  a plan  for  regulat- 
ing and  finally  adjufting  the  commercial  intercourfe  between 
the  two  countries. — On  the  7th  of  Febr.  Mr.  Orde,  then 
fecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  announced  this  fyilem  to 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  on  the  i ith  a fet  of  refolutions 
which  he  had  before  laid  on  their  table  and  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe  without  any ’material  alterations. — The  concurrence  of 
the  houfe  of  Peers  being'foon  after  obtained,  thefe  refoluti- 
ons  were  'immediately  tranfmitted  to  England  as  the  propo- 
fed  bafis  on  the  part  of  that  kingdom,  for  an  equitable  and 
final  adjuftment. 

The  Britifh  parliament  was  for  fome  time  occupied  ini- 
receiving  the  petitions  and  hearing  the  evidence  of  manufac- 
turers and  merchants  of  every  defcription,  upon  this  fubje^t : 
—-and  the  propofitions  were  afterwards  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  but  with  a variety  of  amendments,  variations  and 
additions.  ^To  the  Original  fet  of  propofitions,  ten  new  ones 
were  added,  fome  of  them  only  fupplemental  to  and  expla- 
natory of  the  former,  but  feveral  containing  much  new  and 
important  matter;  they  were  thrown  into  heads  of  a bill. 
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On  the  1 2th  of  Augufl:,  Mr.  Ordc  introduced  into  thd 
houfe  of  Commons  here,  a bill  correfpondent  to  that  moved 
by  the  Englifh  miniher. — He  moved  the  houfe  that  “ leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  aBill  for  finally  regulating  the  intercourfe 
and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on 
permanent  and  equitable  principles  for  the  mutual  benefit  (if 
both  kingdoms.” — He  prefaced  this  motion  with  a fpeech  to 
the  following  eite^Sl:. 

]\Iy.  Spealier. 

“ I have  been  fo  much  accuRomed  to  the  indulgence  of  this 
Houfe,  that  notwltliRanding  the  apprehenfion  I muR 
neceiTarlly  feel  from  the  great  importance  of  the  bufinefs  I 
have  to  propofe,  I have  the  fureft  reliance  upon  the  candour 
itnd  generofity  of  the  afTembly  to  which  I addrefs  myfelf, 
confeious  as  I am  of  the  benefits  that  will  refult  from  what  I 
flow  offer  to  this  ‘country,  and  only  doubtful  of  my  own  a- 
bility  to  fet  the  queftion  in  a true  point  of  view.  I therefore 
call  upon  gentlemen  t6  examine  it  with  attention,  but  with- 
out prejudice,  and  I am  confident  they  will  find  it  .ondu- 
cive  to  the  true  intereft  of  Ireland,  ihat  they  will  not  repine 
ait  the  many  delays  and  interruptions  which  have  unavoid- 
ably occurred  during  the  fefHonl 

On  a fubjeiR  of  fomuch  importance,  I truft  gentlemen  will 
think  it  unnecelfary  for  me  to  remark,  how  effential  it  is  to- 
wards forming  a juft  determination,  that  they  fliould  divefl 
themfelves  of  every  impreflion  that  could  be  made  by  what- 
ever they  have  heard  out  of  doors,  and  that  they  fiioiild  take 
the  mealure  up  on  Its  own  merits. 

I ftiould  be  forry  to  aftimie  a rerponfibility  that  did  not  be-^ 
long  to  me,  but  in  this  bufinefs  I am  proud  to  ftiand  forward^ 
and  declare  myfelf  refponfible.  I fay  this  to  avoid  mif- 
reprefentatioii.  I fpeak  to  this  country,  and  I wifli  it  may 
be  heard  in  the  fifter  kingdom  y becaufe  there  is  nothing  in, 
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the  bill  which  I fliall  now  have  the  honour  to  propofe,  that  1 
dare  not  honeflly  avow,  nor  would  I propofe  a meafure  that 
I was  not  in  my  heart  convinced  would  conduce  to  the  bene- 
fit of  Ireland. 

It  has  been  fald,  and  very  ftrongly  relied  upon,  that  this 
Houfe  flood  pledged  to  the  eleven  refolutions  which  were 
pafled  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  tranfmitted  for  the 
conflderation  of  the  Britifh  parliament ; but  a moment’s  re- 
flection will  fliew  gentlemen  that  flicli  a thing  was  impoflible ; 
the  very  aCt  of  tranfmittlng  them  for  conflderation  fhewed 
that  they  might  be  accepted  either  as  they  went  from  hence, 
or  with  fome  fhades  of  diUcrence,  or  upon  certain  conditions. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Great  Britain  Is  not  pledged  to  this 
adjuftment,  though  government  was.  I never  wifhed  to  taks 
off  any  part  of  the  pledge  that  government  had  given  to  it, 
nor  fhould  I be  authorized  if  I attempted  to  do  it  j but  I muft 
obferve^  that  government  took  it  up  at  the  defire  of  parlia- 
ment expreffed  in  their  addrefs  of  the  laft  feflion  ; though 
government  on  both  fides  could  only  go  a certain  length  in  it. 
The  eleven  refolutions  of  parliament  were  indeed  a ground- 
work on  which  government  wifiied  to  ereCl  an  edifice,  to 
contain  an  inexhauflihle  ftore  of  benefit  to  both  kingdoms  j 
and  I flill  hope  to  fee  it  brought  to  perfection. — Other  ma‘» 
terials  have  fince  been  added,  yet  they  are  all  congenial  to 
the  firfl,  and  if  arranged  and  placed  together  by  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  are  friends  to  the  empire — if  out  of  thefe  ma- 
terials an  whole  is  formed^  cemented  together  by  the  wdfdom 
of  thofe  who  love  thofe  kingdoms,  a pile  may  be  raifed  that 
will  fland  the  teft  of  ages.  At  the  fame  time  that  I avow 
the  concurrence  of  government,  I wifh  to  juflify  their  con- 
duct, which  I truft  will  be  proved  to  have  been  alike  friendly 
to  Great  Britain  and  this  country  ; for  in  a bufinefs  of  fuch 
importance,  where  the  intention  is  to  conciliate,  to  unite, 
and  to  cement  the  interefts  of  the  two  countries  for  ever,  it 
would  be  folly  to  lean  with  any  unjuft  partiality  to  cither. 
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In  proceeeding  on  this  bufinefs,  it  has  been  ncceffary  for 
jninifters  to  confider  the  difference  of  the  two  countries. 
With  that  view  minlfters  on  the  other  fide  have  conducted 
themfelves,  and  have  brought  into  the  Britifh  parliament, 
a bill  founded  on  the  variety  of  matter  laid  before  them. 
When  the  eleven  refolutions  were  paffed  in  this  country, 
they  were  only  to  be  confidered  as  the  foundation  of  a trea- 
ty to  which  Britain  was  free  to  accede,  or  which  flie  might 
rejedt.  Thefe  refolutions  arofe  from  an  addrefs  of  this 
Houfe,  and  gentlemen  will  recollefl,  that  the  circumftanCes 
which  led  to  that  addrefs,  and  in  which  the  prefent  govern- 
ment upon  its  arrival  found  this  kingdom,  were  fuch,  that  it 
was  impohible  to  proceed  without  fome  fyftem  to  refeue  the 
country  from  fo  much  uncertainty  and  diftrefsw  Government, 
therefore,  at  the  defIre  of  this  Houfe,  took  up  the  prefent 
meafure.  I,  for  one,  approved  of  it,  and  gave  my  confent, 
but  gentlemen  will  recolledl  it  was  a propofition  of  expectati- 
on from  the  other  fide,  almofl  every  part  of  it  led  to  concefli^ 
on  ; the  matter  to  be  heard  by  us  was  fmall,  it  was  apparent 
that  the  conceflions  we  required  were  all  beneficial  to  this 
country,  and  therefore  we  were  almoft  unanimous. 

But  on  this  very  account  it  became  neceffary  ori  the  other- 
fide  the  water  to  confider  it  with  more  attention,  to  confider 
what  they  fhould  concede  in  a fyftem,  which  at  leaft  the 
force  of  prejudice  taught  them  to  look  upon  with  apprehenfi- 
on.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  for  them  to  examine  evidence, 
and  much  confequent  difeufiion  enfued  *,  the  refult  was, 
that  twenty  refolutions  containing  the  whole  purport  and 
fjpirit  of  the  eleven  propofitions  of  Ireland,  together  with  the 
conditions  on  which  England  is  ready  to  affent  to  them, 
were  paffed,  and  are  now  brought  into  the  Englifti  parliament 
in  the  form  of  a bill. 

Having  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  bring  in  a bill,  minifters 
fubmit  the  fyftem  to  the  confideration  of  this  country,  and 
have  waited  its  decifion,  that  they  might  not  feenj  to  carry- 
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ihe  fyftem  without  its  confent,  but  to  proceed  according  to 
its  opinion,  and  hoping  to.bringthc  whole  to  an  unanimous 
conclufion, 

I would  therefore  advife,  that  we  fhould  do  as  England 
has  done  \ that  we  fhould  lirft  give  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  on 
our  propofitions,  then  receive  every  information  that  can  be 
laid. before  us,  and  after  having  formed  our  bill,  upon  what 
fliall  appear  to  be  the  true  interefl  of  this  country,  compare 
it  with  the  Englifh  bill  \ and  after  all,  am  fangulne  enough, 
to  hope  there  will  be  found  very  little  difference  indeed. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  by  bringing  in  a bill,  Ireland  is 
pledged,  while  Great  Britain,  in  Bopping  where  fhe  is,  may 
take  advantage  and  make  any  alterations  fhe  thinks  proper. 
I do  not  fee  that,  in  either  country,  a bill  can  be  confidered 
as  any  thing  more  than  a proportion  liable  to  any  alteration 
before  it  receives  the  royal  affent,  and  long  before  that  can 
happen,  the  opinion  of  each  nation  on  the  prefent  fyftem  will 
be  fully  known  to  the  other.  Therefore  I fay  no  advantage 
can  be  taken  by  either  ; for  if  any  alteration  fhould  be  made 
by  one  country,  it  would  only  give  the  other  an  opportunity 
of  receding  from  the  treaty.  For  thefe  reafons,  I hope,  I 
fhall  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  fliape  of  a bill,  formed  on 
onr  own  proportions,  which,  I truft,  I fhall  make  perfecSlly 
acceptable,  by  introducing  fuch  claufes  and  explanations  as 
fhall  make  it  clearly  confonant  to  the  free  and  independent 
conflitution  of  this  country.  Wherever  it  differs  from  the 
eleven  propofitions,  the  alterations  fhall  carry  upon  them  the 
proof  that  they  are  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  countries., 

, And  here,  Sir,  allow  me  to  declare,  that  I do  not  think 
it  poffible  that  this  country  in  fettling  a fyflem  which  is  for 
ever  to  unite  her  interefts  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  will 
feek  to  catch  at  little  trifling  objedlons  ; the  good  fenfe  of 
this  nation  is  too  great  to  be  duped  by  defigning  people.  I 
have  declared,  and  I beg  it  may  be  believed,  that  I never 
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will  introduce  into  this  Houfe  any  thing  derogatory  to  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  derogatory  to  that  conftitutloii 
which  has  been  repeatedly  and  recently  recognized  on  the 
other  fide ; and  which  after  fo  many  /ull,  open  and  decided 
declarations  made  by  Great  Britain,  there  does  not  remain 
the  leaft  ftiadow  of  a reafon  for  fuppofing  (he  would  be  fo 
wild,  fo  abfurd,  (I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  abhorrence  of 
the  idea)  fo  ungenerous  as  to  attack.  The  two  nations  will, 

I truft,  upon  principles  of  good  faith  prpceed^o  draw  clofer 
the  bands  of  union,  and  if  it  were  pofiible  that  any  thing  I 
- could  introduce,  could  be  interpreted  as  trenching  on  the 
freedom  and  independance  of  Ireland,  1 declare  I have  no 
authority  for  doing  io  •,  on  the  contrary,  was  I to  do  fo,  I 
fhould  a6l  againft  authority. 

For  fome  time  paft  I have  entreated  gentlemen  to  delay 
the  confideration  of  this  queftion,  not  from  any  wifh  to  pre- 
vent its  receiving  a full  difeufiion,  but  that  it  might  not  be 
taken  up  partially,  and  before  it  was  mature.  I now  wifii  to 
invite  examination,  I wifii  the  accompUihment  of  the  bufiaefs 
to  depend  upon  the  refult  of  our  well  weighed  deliberations, 
jnd  when  I fhall  have  the  honour  to  introduce  a bill  to  ef- 
fe^Iuatc  the  fettlement  of  the  trade  and  intercourfe  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  upon  juft  and  equitable  •principles, 
I defire  to  have  it  underftood  that  I mean  the  mutual  interef^ 
of  both  ; and  that  I do  it  with  an  intention  of  laying  it  before 
the  people  of  this  countrj,  and  collecling  their  fenfe  upon  thci 
fubjec;. 

From  the  resolution  which  had  taken  place  In  the  ftate  oB 
commerce  and  politics,  by  the  efbabllfiiraent  of  the  American 
States,  it  becomes  necefiary  to  draw  the  bands  of  union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  clofe  as  poflible.  By  a 
rivalfhip  in  trade,  both  countries  would  be  injured,  foreign- 
ers only  could  profit  or  rejoice.'  We  therefore  fhould  en- 
deavour to  forward  the  intercfl  of  the  two  countries  as  of 

one 
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one  united  empire — on  this  ground  the  rcfolutlons  were  ' 
formed  ; their  objedl  was  to  open  each  country  to  the  other, 
to  remove  the  prohibitions  which  the  jealoufy  of  England 
has  eftabliflied,  in  order  to  keep  her  trade  to  herfelf — ^to 
form  a fcale  of  equal  benefits,  with  an  equal  conflrui^ion  of 
the  navigation  laws,  and  admit  this  country  to  every  benefit 
which  England  enjoys.  In  a word,  that  each  country  fliould 
prefer,  the  other  to  all  the  world  befides ; for  thefe  concelil- 
ons,  evidently  to  tl>e  dlfadvantage  of  England,  a return  was 
expelled,  of  a fair  and  equal  afliftance  to  the  empire  at  large, 
an 'afliftance  by  a revenue  arifing  out  of  the  very  benefita 
Ireland  was  to  receive, 

Thefe  are  the  general  eircumftances  of  the  treat)%  and  ^ 
beg  leave  to-  fay,  they  could  not  be  confidered  but  as  propofi- 
tions  which  might  fiand  in  the  fettlement  or  not.  Though 
they  were  fair  and  liberal,  'I  could  have  wiflied  them  ftiil 
more  liberal — 1 could  have  wifiied  that  every  fort  of  difllncli- 
on  between  the  two  countries  was  wiped  away,  and  a full  an^ 
free  community  of  rights  and  of  commerce  eftablifhed  be- 
tween them  ; but  as  circumftances  render  that  impraflicable, 
it  is  necefFary  to  look  out  for  fomething  near  it,  and  this.,^ 
fyftera  is  the  beft  that  has  yet  been  devifed. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  account  for  the  alarm  with  wdiich  the . 
fyftem  naturally  was  received  in  England,  every  man  will 
confider  his  own  interefts  with  great  partiality  ; from  which 
circumllance  the^fituation  of  the  mlnifter  became  extremely 
difagreeable.  He  could  not  avoid  hearing  numberlefs  epm- 
plajnts  againfi:  the  fyflem.  Befides  the  prejudices  of  manu- 
faflurers,  he  had  a ftrong  party  to  contend  with — a party 
that  put  the  ftrongeft  of  all  difficulties  in  the  way  of  removing 
the  prejudices  of  England,  by  declaring  that  they  alone 
flood  up  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  they  ne- 
ver would  confent  to  grant  any  further  commercial  benefits 
to  this  country.  The  minifter  refified  more  than  he  gave 
up  ; for  had  he  conceded  all  the  points  which  they  defired, 
it  would  have  been  a very  different  fyfiem  indeed.  Wc 
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We  ought,  however,  to  look  upon  the  whole  in  a liheral 
point  cf  view.  It  is  impoffible  to  enter  into  the  detail  before 
we  have  fixed  thfe  general  principle  ; and  though  it  may  feern 
in  fome  points  to  depart  from  the  letter  ohthe  propolitions, 
yet  it  perfectly  agrees  with  their  fpirit  and  intention.  The 
circumftance  which  has  gone  far  to  deprive  us  of  calm  de- 
bate on  this  fubjedt  is,  the  increafe  of  the  refolutions  frona 
eleven  to  twenty;  and  this  is  the  great  boafi:  of  oppohtion, 
that  in  caufing  the  alteration  they  havg  fo  perplexed  them, 
as  to  make  them  an  objecl  of  difcontent  in  this  country, 
without  allaying  the  difcontent  of  the  other. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  conditions  introduced  into  the 
refolutions  are  ihconiiilent  with  the  conHitutron  of  Ireland  ; 
I,trufi;  it  will  be  feen  they  are  not.  Conditions,  indeed, 
were  propofed  to  be  added,  that*  v;ould  have  left  the  country 
no  conftitution  at  all  *,  but  as  to  conditions,  I fhall  introduce 
none  not  fairly  and  juftly  arifing  from  the  fyftem,  and  per- 
fedlly  coniiftent  with  the  conflltution. 

The  fyftem  I fhall  produce  fliall  not  difihr  from  that  of 
1780,  except  in  the  extent  or  the  benefits.  The  objecl  is, 
that  this  country  fliall  enjoy  all  commercial  advantages  on 
the  fame  principle  flie  enjoys  the  colony  trade;  and  if  it  is 
admitted  that  the  fettlement  under  which  file  enjoys  that 
trade,  does  not  infringe  upon  her  conftitution,  the  prefent 
fettlement  muft  ftand  clear  of  that  imputation.  The  princi- 
ple is  this,  that  fo  long  as  Ireland  fhall  choofe  to  retain  the 
advantages  of  the  commercial  treaty,  fhe  fhall  condition  to 
regulate  her  trade  by  fuch  laws  as  the  trade  of  England  is 
regulated  by,  and  whenever  flie  choofes  to  give  up  the'benefit, 
the  condition  expires  of  courfe,  In  faying  this,  I have  no 
idea  of  w-eakening  the  permanency  of  the  fettlement ; be- 
caufe  I am  convinced  both  countries  will  receive  fo  much 
advantage  from  it,  that  they  will  wifli  to  make  it  eternal : 
habit  will  confirm  what  fpeculation  firft  formed,  and  affecti- 
on 
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*en  will  ftrengthen  the  w'hole.  I do  therefore  invite  the 
country  to  confider  this  fettlement,  convinced  as  I am,  thab 
the  more  it  is  underftood  the  naore  it  will  be  approved,  but 
the  terror  of  its  being  irrevocable  arifes  from  the  mofl  un- 
founded of  all  the  mlfapprehenhons  that  have  yet  taken 
place  ; fo  far  from  binding  you  for  ever,  it  can  only  bind  you 
while  you  find  it  your  intereft,  for  many  of  the  bills  which 
will  be  formed  upon  it,  coming  annually  under  your  confidera- 
tion,  you  will  have  annual  opportunities  ofrejedling  them. 

As  to 'the  refolution  propofed  yefterday,  I can  have  no  ob~. 
je<Slion  to  it,  if  the  Houfe  fhall  think  it  neceflary  5 but  I trufl 
that  a claufe  or  two  of  the  bill  which  I fhall  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
will  take  oft'  any  apprehenfion  as  to  conftitution  j if  not, 
though  I think  them  unneceftary,  I can  have  no  hefitation 
to  fatisfy  fcruples  which  are  fo  very  honourable  to  thofe  who. 
feel  them.  The  objedl  of  thofe  claufes  is  to  fhew  upon  re- 
cord, that  parliament  neither  intend,  nor  have  it  in  their 
power  to  relinquifti  the  fmalleft  portion  of  the  nation’s 
legiflative  independence  \ alfo  to  fliew  in  what  manner  it 
fhall  be  known  when  this  nation  fliall  confider  the  fettlement 
as  infringed  ; and  as  fome  partiality  towards  England  might 
be  fuppofed  to  reft  with  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  that 
queftlon  is  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  tvsro  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment in  Ireland.” 

Here  Mr.  Orde  read  the  following  claufes  ; 

And  whereas  no  law  made  by  the.prefent  parliament 
can,  or  ought  to  limit  or  reftrain  the  free  and  unqueftion- 
ed  exercife  of  the  diferetion  of  any  fucceeding  parliaments, 
“ who  muft  be  competent  equally,  as  in  the  prefent,  to  c-. 
very  aift  of  legiflation  whatever,  and  to  deliberate  upon, 
enaift,  or  decline  to  ena^l,  any  of  the  regulations  or  pro- 
vifions  to  be  confidered  as  eftential  and  fundamental  con- 
ditions  of  this  fettlement. 

And 
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Arid  whereas  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  fettlemeiit 
roufl:  depend  on  the  due  obfervance,  in  both  kingdoms,  of 
“ the  fcveral  matters  herein  declared  to  be  fundamental  and 
« eflential  conditions  thereof,  according  to  their  true  intent, 
fpirit  and  meanings 

Be  it  declared,  that  the  continuance  of  the  pjrefent  fet- 
**  dement,  and  the  duration  of  this  adl,  and  of  every  thing 
herein  contained,  fhall  depend  upon  the  due  obfervance, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  feveral  matters 
herein  declared  to  be  fundamental  and  efTential  conditi- 
ons  of  the  laid  fettlement  according  to  the  true  intent, 
meaning  and  fpirit  thereof. 

Provided,  aeverthelels,  that  all  the  faid  fundamental 
and  eflential  conditions  lhall  in  all  times  be  held  and  deem- 
ed  to  be,  and  to  have  been  duly  obferved  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  it  lliall  have  been  exprefsiy  declar- 
cd  by  a joint  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  of  this 
kingdom  to,  his  hlajeljy,  that;  the  fame  have  not  been  duly 
obferved.”  \ 

1 lhall  n5)w  in  the  moft  concife  manner  poffible,  take  a 
view  of  the  eleven  propofitions  of  this  parliament.  In  order  to 
fhew  that  the  bill  which  I lhall  introduce  is  founded  upon 
them.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  merely  in  the  foriii^ 
but  not  at  all  in  fubftance.  The  hrfl  refolution  is, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  intereft  of  the 
“ Britifh  empire,  that  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  be  encouraged  and  extended  as  much  as  poffible  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  that  the  intercourfe  and  commerce  be 
finally  fettled  and  regulated  on  permanent  and  equitable 
principles,  for  the.  mutual  benefit  of  both  countries.” 

It  contains  merely  a general  declaration,  and  is  coaiprifed 
in  th^  title  of  the  bill. 
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The  fecond  refolves,  That  towards  carrying  Into  full 
« efFe(fl  fo  defirable  a fettlement,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all 
articles,  not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  fhould  be  imported  into  each  kingdom  from 
the  oth^r  reciprocally,  under  the  fame  regulations,  and 
“ at  the  fame  duties,  if  fubjeCl  to  duties,  to  which  they  are 
liable  when  imported  direClly  from  the  place  of  their  growth 
produce  or  manufacture ; and  that  all  duties  originally  paid 
on  importation  into  either  countries  refpeCtively,  fhall  b^ 
fully  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other.” 

The  bill  prries  this  propofition  into  fiill  efFeCt,  except 
with  regard  to  Eaft  India  goods,  which  in  another  place  it 
alfo  provides  for  ; there  are  fome  exceptions  with  regard  to 
fmuggling,  but  they  are  fo  clear,  that  they  explain  themfelves. 
The  third,  which  refpeCts  the  trade  in  native  productions,  is, 

Refolved,  ‘‘That  for  the  fame purpofe  it  Is  proper  that  no 
prohibition  fhould  exift  in  either  country  againfh  the  im- 
“ portation,  ufe  or  fale  of  any  article,  the  growth,  produCl  or 
“ manufacture  of  the  other ; and  that  the  duty  on  the  Im- 
“ portation  of  every  fuch  article,  if  fubjeCl  to  duty  in  either 
“ country,  fhould  be  precifely  the  fame  in  the  one  country 
“ as  in  the  other,  except  where  an  addition  may  be  necelTary 
“ in  either  country,  in  confequence  of  an  ipternal  duty  on 
any  fuch  article  of  its  own  confumption.’ ■ 

The  hill  propofes  to  carry  into  efFeCl  this  propofition,  with 
a fingle  exception,  with  regard  to  flour  and  meal,  and  with 
fome  prohibition  to  prevent  fmuggfing. 

The  fourth  propofes,  “ That  in  all  caufes  where  the  duties 
“ on  articles  of  the  growth,  produCl,  or  manufaClure  of 
“ either  country  are  different  on  the  importation  into  the 
“ other,  it  would  be  expedient  that  they  fliould  be  reduced 
in  the  kingdom  where  they  are  the  higheft  to  the  amount 
' « payabli 
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payable  in  the  other  ; and  that  all  fuch  articles  £hould  be 
exportable  from  the  kingdom  into^which  they  fhall  be  im- 
ported  as  free  from  duty  as  the  flmllar  commodities  or  home 
<<  manufacture  of  the  fame  kingdom.” 

This  I would  for  the  prefent  leave  fubje£t  to  the  future 
difcuflion  of  the  Houfe.  It  is  however  necefTary  that  we 
fhould  fix  upon  fome  certain  period  at  which  the  rates  of  duties 
iliould  be  taken,  and  to  me  no  time  appears  fo  proper  as  that 
' when  in  confequence  of  the  declaration  of  the  freedom  of 
the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  a refolution  was  pafTed  in  Great 
Britain,  that  it  was  mdifpenfable  to  the  iatereft  and  happinefs 
of  both  kingdoms  that  the  connexion  between  them  fhould 
be  eftablifhed  upon  a folid  and  permanent  footing  ; this  was 
on  the  17th  of  May,  1782  ; it  had  no  doubt  a commercial 
obje'et  in  view,  and  from  that  period  I think  it  fair  to  flats 
the  duties.  Ten  and  an  half  per  cent,  has  been  fpoken  of  as  a 
proper  countervailing  duty,  but  I would  propofe  that  com- 


mifEoners  fhould  be  appointed  to  adjuft  and  prepare  the  pro-  | 

per  countervailing  duties — that  they  fhould  report  to  this.  \ 

Houfe  the  grounds  on  which  they  form  tlieir  opinion,  and  j 

that  the  Houfe  fliould  finally  determine  upon  a fair  principle-  i 

of  equality  between  the  two  countries.  ^ 


The  fifth  propofition  refolves,  That  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  it  is  alfo  proper  that  in  all  cafes  where  either  kingdom  * 

(hall  charge  articles  of  its  own  confumptlon  with  an  inter-  i 

nal  duty  on  the  manufaclure,  or  a duty  on  the  material,  j 

“ the  fame  manufafture,  when  imported  from  the  other, 

“ may  be  charged  with  a farther  duty  on  importation  to  the 
‘‘  fame  amount  adequate  to  countervail  the  duty  on  the  ma- 
“ terial ; and  fhall  be  intitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or  bounties, 
on  exportation  as  may  leave  the  fame  fubjedl  to  no  heavier 
V burden  than  the  home  made  manufadture  ; fuch  farther 
^ duty  to  continue  fo  long  only  as  the  internal  confumptlon 

“ Ihall  ' 
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fhall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties  to  balance  which 
it  fliall  be  impofed,  or  until  the  manufacture  coming  from 
“ the  other  kingdom  fhall  be  fubjeCted  there  to  an  equal 
“ burden,  not  drawn  back  or  compenfated  on  exportation,’^ 

This  I propofe  to  carry  into  effeCf. 

The  flxth  refolves,  That  in  order  to  give  permanency  to 
the  fettlement  now  intended  to  be  eftablifhed,  it  is  neceffary 
**  that  no  prohibition,  or  new  or  additional  duties  fhould  be 
“ hereafter  impofed  in  either  kingdom  on  the  importation  of 
“ any  article  of  the  growth,  produCl  or  manufacture  of  the 
‘‘  other,  except  fuch  additional  duties  as  may  be  requifite  to 
“ balance  duties  oh  internal  confumption,  purfuant  to  the 
“ foregoing  refolution/* 

This  I would  alfo  propofe  to  carry  into  effeCf, 

The  feventh  refolves,  That  for  the  fame  purpofe  it  is 
“ neceffary  farther  that  no  prohibitions,  or  rtew  or  additional 
‘‘  duties,  fliould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either  kingdom  on 
“ the  exportation  of  aqy  article  of  native  growth,  produClor 
“ manufacture,  from  thence  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as 
“ either  kingdom  my  deem  expedient  from  time  to  time  up- 
“ on  corn,  meal,  flour  and  bifcuits  ; and  alfo  except  where 
“ there  now  exifts  any  prohibition  which  is  not  reciprocal j 
“ or  any  duty  which  is  not  equal  in  both  kingdoms  ; in  every 
“ fuch  cafe  the  prohibition  may  be  made  reciprocal,  otr  the 
duties  raifed  fo  as  to  make  them  equal.” 

Now,  Sir,  I am  fair  to  own,  that  In  this  cafe  I fliall  pro- 
pofe an  alteration,  which  at  its  firfl  appearance  may  feem  to 
depart  from  that  equality  which  is ‘the  principle  on  which  we 
aCf,  but  will  upon  a moment’s  reflection  be  found  perfectly 
confiftent  withjuftice,  upon  which  principle  I trufl:  the  houfe 

will 
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v/ill  be  induced  to  agree  to  it.  The  objecSt  to  which  I allude, 
is  the  exportation  of  wool  and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  to 
England,  while  the  export  of  the  fame  articles  from  England 
to  Ireland  is  prohibited,  ’ But  when  wc  confider  that  this  very 
refolution  for  ever  guards  the  exportation  of  our  linens  to  Gt. 
Britain,  duty  free,  on  fevefal  fpeeies  of  raw  materials  abfolute- 
ly  necelTary  to  the  manufactures  of  this  country  j when  I fay 
England  is  ready  to  give  up  fo  much  in  favour  of  our  manu- 
faftures  in  general,  and  particularly  of  our  ftaple  manufacture, 
Ireland,  I am  fure,  will  not  think  it  hard  to  make  fome  con- 
ceffion  to  favour  the  ftaple  manufacture  of  Britain  ; but  even 
were  that  out  of  the  qiieftion,  from  every  thing  I have  heard, 
I am  convinced  it  would  be  injurious  to  this  country  to  pro- 
hibit the  export  of  yarn. 

The  eighth  propofitlon  refolves,  That  for  the  fame  pur- 
**  pofe  it  is  neceftary  that  oil  bounties  whatfoever  ftiould  be 
paid  or  payable  in  either  kingdom  on  the  exportation  of 
**  any  article  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  relate  to  corn,  meal, 
flour  and  bifeuits,  and  fuch  as  arc  in  the  nature  of  draw- 
“ backs,  or  compenfation • for  duties  paid;  and  that  no 
bounty  fhould  be  granted  in  this  kingdom  on  the  exportati- 
on  of  any  article  imported  from  the  Britifti  plantations,  or 
* ‘ any  manufacture  made  of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in  cafe  where 
“ aftmilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Britain  on  exportation  from 
.thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature  of  a 
“ drawback,  or  compenfation  of,  or  duties  paid,  over  and 
5‘  and  above  any  duty  paid  thereon  in  Britain.’^ 

This  fecures  many  material  advantages  to  Ireland,  The 
lupply  of  coals,  fak,  hops,  bark  and  feveral  other  articles,  is 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  her  manufactures,  fifheries,  and 
provifton  trade.  I would  therefore  Introduce  the  eighth  re- 
folution in  the  bill  as  a fundamental  condition. 

ninth  propofttion  refolves,  f « That  it  is  expedient  for 

th« 
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<<  tlie  general  benefit  of  theBritifli  empire,  that  the  impor- 
tation  of  articles  from  foreign  ftates  fliould  be  regulated 
“ from  time  to  time  in  each  kingdom,  on  fuch  terms  as  may 
“ afford  an  effectual  preference  to  the  importation  bffimilar 
“ articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufactures  of  the 
other.” 

This  gives  an  additional  fecurity  to  our  linen  manufaturc. 
When  this  propofition  becomes  law,  we  fliall  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  cheapnefs  of  the  Ruflian  or  German  linens ; 
ours  mufl:  have  an  effetual  preference  in  the  Britifh  markets, 
as  Indeed  muft  all  our  manufadlures  over  thofe  in  foreign 
countries.  • 

The  tenth  propofition  refpecls  the  internal  oeconomy  of 
nance. 

Refolved,  That  It  iseffential  to  the  commercial  interefis 
of  this  country  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  an  accu- 
mulation  of  national  debt ; and  that  therefore  it  is  high- 
“ ly  expedient  that  the  annual  revenues  of  this  kingdona 
ihould  be  made  equal  to  its  annual  expences.” 

The  eleventh  refolves,  That  for  the  better  prote6lion  of 
trade,  whatever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  revenue  of  this 
“ kingdom  (after  deducting  all  drawbacks,  repayments  or 
bounties  granted  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks)  fhall  produce 
**  over  and  above  the  fum  of  ^56,000!.  in  each  year  of  peace, 
wherein  the  annual  expence,  and  in  the  year  of  war,  with- 
out  regard  to  fuch  equality,  ihould  be' appropriated  towards 
**  the  fupport  of  the  naval  force  of  the  empire,  in  fuch  man- 
“ ner  as  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom  lhall  dired.” 

Gentlemen  will  remember,  this  was  an  additional  refoluti- 
on  not  originally  propofed  by  me  ; it  is  hovyever  of  material 
confequenge  in  this  country,  and  naturally  connecHied  with 

the 
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the  fyftem,  nor  can  any  thing  more  convince  me  of  the  be- 
nefits of  it,  than  that  this  fliould  be  one  of  the  firft  confe- 
quences ; it  does  credit  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Grattan)  who  fuggefted  it,  and  I take  this  opportunity 
of  faying  in  allufion  to  fomething  which  fell  from  him  the 
other  day,  that  there  is  in  this  a pledge  given  for  the  abfolute 

performance  of  every  part  of  thofe  propofitions. 

/ 

I cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of  foniething  which  drop- 
ped in  the  Houfe  the  other  day,  upon  the  fubje£f  of  the  pro- 
pofitlon  now  before  us  : It  was  faid  that  it  had  been  difeufled 
on  the  other  fide,  and  being  found  too  favourable  to  Ireland 
was  rejected,  and  the  original  tenth  refolution  fubftituted  in 
its  place — I declare  that  no  filch  circumftance  happened,  and 
I hope  the  honourable,  gentleman  who  faid  it  did,  will  allow 
me  to  intimate  to  him  that  he  received  his  information  from 
fome  quarter  not  thoroughly  Informed  on  the  fubje<^.  The 
queftion  never  was  objected  to  in  that  refpefl,  but  as  there 
was  a difficulty  in  wording  the  refolution,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vlfable  to  refer  to  this  country  for  an  explanation  of  its  own 
propoCtion  in  the  bill. 

I beg  leave  to  mention  another  circumftance  to  the  Houfe, 
which  is,  that  after  the  bill  fhall  be  formed,  it  is  my  wifii 
that  nothing  fhould  be  confidered  as  complete  on  either  fide, 
until  a mutual  declaration  of  fatisfadlion  fliall  have  pafied  in 
both  parliaments,  that  is,  that  the  bill  wliick  pafiTes  in  Great 
Britain  on  this  occafion  (hould  not  have  the  force  of  law  till 
the  Irifli  parliankent  {hall  have  declared  their  fatisfaclion  at 
it ; nor  ffiall  the  hill  which  pafied  here  have  the  force  of  law, 
till  the  Englifh  parliament  have  declared  their  fatisfadUon  5 
by  this  means  to  the  very  laft  moment  there  will  be  opportuni- 
ty to  remove  or  arrange  any  difficulty  which  may  arife  after 
the  difeuffion  of  die  bill. 

^With  regard  to  the  colpny  trade,  I would  propofe  that  wc 

ffiould 
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lliould  be  bound  to  carry  it  on  under  laws  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  Great  Britain  has  or  may  think  proper  to  adopt  for  that 
purpofe,  that  is,  upon  the  fame  terms  that  Great  Britain  her- 
felf  trades  to  her  colonieSj  with  perhaps  fome  few  exceptions, 
chiefly  relative  to  rum  ; for  as  the  colony  trade  was  a free 
gift  from  Great  Britain  to  this  country,  flie  had  an  undoubt- 
ed right  to  condition  on  what  terms  flie  would  impart  it, 
andfurely  no  ftipulation  could  be  more  liberal,  than  that  Ireland 
fhould  enjoy  it  as  Great  Britain  does ; fo  long  therefore  as 
Ireland  retains  the  benefit,  it  is  juft  Ihe  fliould  fulfil  the 
condition. 

Gentlemen  will  recollefl  that  in  1780,  when  a participati- 
on in  the  colony  trade  was  granted  to  Ireland,  America  was 
a colony  of  Great  Britain  5 circumftances  have  fince  altered, 
and  America  is  now  with  refpedt  to  both  countries  a foreign 
ftate.  Many  efforts  were  made  to  force  the  minifter  on  the 
other  fide  to  attempt  regulating  your  foreign  trade;  I menti- 
on this,  becaufe  doubts  have  been  entertained,  that  the 
principle  of  trading  under  laws  fimilar  to  thofe  by  which 
Great  Britain  tegulates  her  colony  trade,  is  to  be  extended  to 
foreign  trade,  which  is  not  at  all  the  cafe  y it  never  was  an 
objeeft  of  the  fettlement  to  interfere  with  the  foreign  trade  of 
this  country,  but  where  articles  could  be  had  from  a colony 
fimilar  to  thofe  produced  in  a foreign  ftate,  that  preference 
fhould  be  given  to  the  colony,  therefore  the  general  queftlon 
of  fubjedling  all  articles  of  the  American  ftates  to  an  equal 
duty  upon  importation  Into  Ireland  as  when  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  was  entirely  rejected  ; this  country  is  clearly 
entitled  to  trade  with  the  foreign  ftates  of  America,  and  all 
other  foreign  ftates,  upon  fuch  terms  as  fhe  fhall  think  pro- 
per ; but  as  there  are  feveral  articles  that  we  may  have  from 
the  colonies,  but  which  have  been  ufually  imported  from  the 
ftates  of  America,  it  is  but  reafonable  in  a fettlement  of  this 
kind,  that  care  fliould  be  taken  to  give  our  own  colonies  a 
preference  over  foreign  ftates  ; I will  therefore  propofe  that 
II.  P Vfltll 
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with  regard  to  thofe  articles,  viz.  oil,  whale-fins,  peltry,  SiC. 
See.  the  fame  rules  of  impofing  duties  which  are  obferved  irt 
Great  Britain,  fliall  alfo  be  obferved  in  Ireland;  at  the  fame 
time^I  beg  it  may  be  underftood,  that  minifters  never  had  an 
idea  of  interfering  with  the  queftion  of  the  fair  and  full  right 
of  your  conftitution ; this  is  a matter  propofed  fimply  as  a 
condition  of  the  fettlement,  and  which  it  Is  expected  Ireland 
will  perform,  fo  long  as  flie  thinks  it  worth  her  while  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  the  fettlement ; but  if  the  benefits  of  the  fettle- 
'ment  fliall  appear  lefs  to  her  than  thofe  of  trading  with  fo- 
reign flates  in  articles  wherein  they  rival  the  colonies,  fhe 
may  refrain  from  enafting  the  particular  condition  *,  flie  has 
power  to  do  it ; though  1 never  will  give  up  the  idea  of  this 
being  a perfefi:  and  permanent  fettlement,  becaufe  it  is  four> 
ded  on  mutual  benefit,  I trufi:  it  will  long  continue  to  their 
■ common  advantage. 

There  is  an  article  of  material  conleqitence  to  this  country, 
2 mean  fail  cloth,  with  regard  to  which  I (hall  prepofe  to  re- 
move the  diftinflion  that  now  exifis,  and  to  enable  the  furnifh- 
ing  of  Britifii  veflels  with  Irifii  fail  cloth,  it  being  hereafter 
to  be  deemed  and  taken  as  Britifh.  There  is  another  ex- 
ception I would  propofe,  it  is  upon  a favourite  and  valuable 
object  to  this  country,  it  is  that  linen  and  provifions  fliall  for 
ever  hereafter  be  exempt  from  duty,  when  exported  to  the 
colonies. 

In  pafiing  over  the  various  objects  that  now  occur  for  con* 
dition,  1 am  led  to  mention  two  or  tliree  of  lefs  impprtance 
than  any  I have  yet  noticed,  1 mean  copy  rights  and  patents  ; 
I do  not  mean  to  propofe  any  thing  relative  to  them,  unlefs 
the  country  fliould  think  the  fame  regulations  neceffary  here 
with  refpect  4o  them,  that  have  been  adopted  in  Great 
Britain. 

"J'here  is  another  cbjefl  with  refpeef  to  filheries ; I would 

propofe 
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propofe  thjlt  the  hfheries  fliould  be  equally  open  to  both 
countries,  and  that  the  fubje(S):s  of  either  country  Ihould  have 
full  liberty  to  fifh  upon  the  coafts  of  the  other. 

The  lad  obje(rt  of  adjuftment  \Vith  which  I lhall  trouble  the 
Houfe,  relates  to  the  Eaft  India  trade.  It  was  intended  to  put 
this  trade  on  the  fame  footing  as  the  trade  to  the  weftern 
colonies,  but  a moment’s  confideration  fhewed  the  neceffity 
of'paying  due  reipedl;  to  the  charter  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
j5any  ; I fliall  therefore  propofe  in  the  bill  to  adjuft  thij  mat- 
ter in  fuch  a way,  that  Ireland  may  be  entitled  to  all  the 
benefits  that  Great  Britain  herfelf  can  enjoy,  and  fo  long  as 
the  trade  fliall  remain  confined  to  the  port  of  London,  fo 
long  fhall  botli, countries  ftand  on  the  fame  footing  *,  but  in 
cafe  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  Eaft- Indies  fhall  be 
confidered  as  the  other  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  to  which 
Ireland  may  trade  as  freely  as  Britain  herfelf  does  *,  in  the 
mean  time  the  confequence  of  this  will  be  of  very  material* 
advantage  to  this  country,  for  it  is  my  intention  to  propofe 
that  the  prohibition  to  export  goods  from  this  country  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  be  taken  off,  and  that  flie  fhall  be  allowed  to  ex- 
port every  article  to  the  Eaft  Indies  that  Great  Britain  now 
can,  but  in  the  fame  manner ; that  is,  that  the  Eaft  India 
company  may  be  at  liberty  to  furnifh  their  fhips  in  Ireland 
with  every  article  that  Ireland  can  fupply  ; aud  I am  not  a- 
fraid  to  fay  that  the  advantages  muft  be  more  confiderable  to 
Ireland  than  any  ideal  advantage  they  could  derive  fi^om 
carrying  on  an  Eaft  India  trade  in  a manner  feparate  -and 
diftinfl  from  Great  Britain. 

I believe  I have  now  gone  through  every  thing  I Intended 
to  trouble  the  houfe  with  ; I am  confcious'I  have  done  it  very 
imperfeflly,  and  have  given  much  more  trouble  than  I ought 
to  have  done,  in  taking  up  your  time  by  anticipation.  My 
wiflx  was  to  ftate  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  I an;  convin- 
ce^  that  the  bill  itfclf  will  ^emooftraje  Ixow  highly  advantage- 
ous 
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ous  it  muft  prove  to  this  country,  and  will  £hew  to  the  fatii- 
fa^lion  of  every  man,  that  full  regard  is  had  to  the  conflitutio^ 
iial  and  Icgiflative  rights  of  Ireland  in  every  cafe  whatfoever. 
It  is  v/ith  this  view,  and  in  order  to  fhew  that  it  does  not  de- 
part from  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Yelverton’s  bill,  but  takes  up  the 
fubjecl  of  commercial  benefits  on  a more  enlarged  fcale,  and 
much  more  to  the  advantage  of  Ireland,  that  I now  beg  leave 
to  read  fome  of  its  claufes. 

And  whereas  by  an  a£l  pafTed  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  ^ 

“ and  2 2d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intitled, 
« an  a61:  for  extending  certain  of  the  provifions  contained  in  an 
“ a61:  intitled  an  a£l:  for  confirming  all  the  ftatutes  made  in 
England,  reciting  that  it  is  the  earneft  and  affedlionate  de- 
fire,  as  well  as  the  true  interefr  of  his  Majefty’s  fubje^ls  of 
'«« this  kingdom,  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  navigati- 
“ on,  trade,  and  commercial  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  Ireland,  and  that  a fimilarity  of  laws,  manners  and 
cuftoms  muft  naturally  conduce  to  ftrengthen  and  perpetu- 
ate  that  afFedlion  and  harmony  which  do,  and  ought  at  all 
times  to  fubfift  between  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
«« Ireland,  it  is  enacted  that  all  fuch  claufes  and  provifions 
**  contained  in  any  ftatutes  made  in  England  or  Great  Britain, 
concerning  commerce,  as  import  or  impofe  equal  reftraints 
on  the  fubje<fts  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  entitle  them 
“ to  equal  benefit,  and  alfo  fuch  claufes  and  provifions  con- 
tained  in  any  ftatute  made  as  aforefaid,  as  equally  concern 
the  feamen  of  England  and  Ireland,  or  of  Great  Britain 
**  and  Ireland,  fave  fo  far  as  the  fame  have  been  altered  or 
repealed,  fhould  be  accepted,  ufed  and  executed  in  this 
“ kingdom  according  to  the  prefent  tifnor  thereof  refpec- 
lively. 

In  order  therefore  to  carry  Into  further  effe£l,  the  earn- 
eft  and  affectionate  defire  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeCls  in  this 
kingdom,  to  promote  the  navigation,  trade  and  commerci- 
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al  intereft  of  both  kingdoms ; and  in  order  to  provide 
“ for  fecuring  to  the  fubjefts  of  botfi,  a full  and  equal  enjoy- 
ment  in  all  times  to  come  of  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the 
“ trade  and  navigation  of  the  empire. 

Be  it  declared  by,  &c.  That  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudg-, 
ed  to  be  a fundamental  and  elTential  condition  of  the  pre- 
fent  fettlement,  that  all  privileges,  advantages  and  immunl- 
ties,  which  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  may  be  enjoyed,  by 
(hips  built  in  Great  Britain,  or  by  fhips  belonging  to  his 
••  Majefty’s  fubjedts  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  or  by  fhips 
manned  by  Britifh  feamen,  or  by  fhips  manned  by  certain 
proportions  of  Britifli  feamen,  fhall,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
<<  pofcs  whatever,  be  enjoyed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  under 
the  fame  regulations  and  reftrifflons  refpeftively,  by  fhips 
built  in  Ireland,  or  by  fhips  belonging  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubjefts  refiding  in  Ireland,  or  by  flnps  manned  by  Britifli 
feamen,  or  by  fliips  manned  by  certain  proportions  of 
“ Britifh  feamen.  And  that  all  laws  which  fhall  hereafter 
be  enafted  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  fecuring 
exclufivc  privileges,  advantages  and  immunities  to  the  fhips 
and  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Britifh  colonies, 
fettlements  and  plantations,  lhall  fecure  the  fame  privileges, 
**  advantages  and  immunities,  in  all  refpedls  ; and  in  as  full 
and  ample  manner  to  the  fliips  and  mariners  of  Ireland, 
as  to  the  fhips  and  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
Britifh  colonies,  fettlements  and  plantations ; and  that 
fuch  laws  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  ena£ted  by  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  (which  is  alone  competent  to  bind 
the  people  of  Ireland  in  any  cafe  whatever)  as  fhall  be 
neceflary  for  confirming  and  fecuring'  fuch  exclufive 
privileges,  in  the  fame'  manner,  and  under  the  fame  re- 
flraints  and  regulations  in  Ireland,  as  in  Great  Britain,  ter 
the  fhips  and  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  thr 
Britifh  colonies,  fettlements  and  plantations. 
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And  be  it  declared,  that  it  Qiall  be  held  and  adjudged  to 
**  be  a fundamental  and  .elTendal  condition  of  the  prefent 
fettlement,  that  Iriili  fail-cloth  fliall  be  deemed  Britifli, 
within  the  meaning  of  any  a^,  refpe^lng  the  furnifhing  of 
fhips  therewith,  and  be  entitled  to  equal  preference  or  ad- 
vantages  as  Britifli^  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifh  navy.” 

But  th*is,  faid  Pvlr.  Orde,  it  appears  that  the  Intention  is  tg 
impart  to  Ireland  a full  Ciare  in  all  the  advantages  of  con\- 
merce,  and  over  and  above,  to  encourage  a very  valuable 
branch  of  manufaclure. 

To  fhew  the  footing  on  which  the  Eafl  India  and  plantati- 
on trade  is  hereafter  to  ftand,  he  read  the  following  extra«^ 
from  the  bill  for  regulating  that  trade, 

Claufe  17.  And  be  it  farther  declared  and  ena(fled, 
“ that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a fundamental  and 
efTential  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  the  peo- 
pie  of  this  kingdom  now  and  at  all  times  to  come,  fhall  have 
the  benefit  of  trading  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
plantation#  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  America,  and  to  and 
from  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  in 
“ all  articles  of  their  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  in  as 
“ full  and  ample  manner  as  the  people  of  Great  Britain ; and 
fhall  llkewlfc  have  the  benefit  of  trading  in  the  like  ample 
“ manner  to  and  from  all  fuch  colonies,  fettlements,  and 
plantations,  which  Great  Britain  may  hereafter  acquire  or 
eftablifli ; and  alfo  to  and  from  fuch  Britifh  fettlements  as 
“ may  exift  in  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
“ to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  whenever  the  commerce  ta 
the  faid  countries  fhall  ceafe  to  be  carried  on  by  an  exclu- 
five  company,  having  liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of 
London  only,  and  therefore  that  the  commerce  to  and 
‘‘  from  the  faid  colonies,  plantations,  and  fettlements,  under 
the  like  regulations,  reitri^Bons,  and  prohibitions,  as  be» 
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tween  Great  Britain  and  the  fald  colonics,  plantations  and 
“ iettrements,  and  fo  that  all  articles  imported  from  the  faid' 
colonies,  plantations,  and  fettlements,  into  Ireland,  fhallbc 
made  fubjefk  to  the  fame  duties  as  the  like  articles  are,  or 
from  time  to  time  diall  be  fubje£t  to  an  importation  into 
“ Great  Britain  and  that  all  articles  exported  from  .Ireland' 
to  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  plantations,  and  fettlements, 
may  be  made  liable  to  fuch  duties,  and  entitled  to  fuch 
drawbacks  only,  and  put  under  fiich  regulations  as  may  be 
neceffary,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  not  be  exported  witH 
“ lefs  duties  of  impolitions  than  the  like  articles  fliall  be 
^‘'burthened  with  wl^en  exported  from  Great  Britain  ; and' 

^ ‘ that  the  importation  of  the  articles  of  the  growth,  produce 
or  manufadlure  of  the  faid  colonies,  plantations  and  fettle- 
ments  in  x^merica,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,, 
(hall  be  favoured  by  this  kingdom  in  as  full  and  ample 
“ manner  as  by' Great  Britain,  againft  the  interference  of* 
fimllar  articles  from  foreign  colonies  5 and  that  the  importa- . 
“ ticn  of  fuch  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture* 
of  any  Britifh  colonies  or  fettlements  beyond  the  Cape  of- 
“ Good  Hope,  to  the  Streigbts  of  Magellan,  flaall  be  favoured- 
in  like  manner  as  by  Great  Britain,  againft  the  interferenc© 
« of  fimllar  articles  from  any  country  beyond  the  faid  Cape 
to  the  faid  Streights.  And  be  It  therefore  enaCted,  that 
fuch  perfons  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid,  fliall  prepare  a- 
like  fchcdule  or  fohedules  of  fuch  duties,  prohibitions  and 
regulations,  as  may  now  be  necefiary  for  the  faid  purpofe, 
refpeCting  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  the  Weft 
‘‘  Indias  and  America,  and  to  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  the- 
coaft  of  Africa,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
<‘.this  kingdom  in  the  next  ceffion  of  parliament,  or  as  foon 
after  as  conveniently  may  be. 

Claufe  18,  ««  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared 
**  arid  enacted,  that  It  is  not  effential  to,  nor  is  it  intended  by 
« the  prefent  fettlement  that  any  duty  fliould  at  any  time  be 

“ impofed. 
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impofed  on  the  exportation  of  linens  or  provifions  from 
« this  kingdom  to  any  Britifii  colony,  plantation  or  fettle- 
ment,  or  any  additionalduty  on  the  importation  into  this 
kingdom  of  rum  from  any  fuch  colony,  plantation  or  fettle- 
**  ment,  or  of  any  material  of  manufacSlure  which  is  now  or 
may  hereafter  be  allowed  to  be  imported  duty  free,  into 
“ either  kingdom. 

Claufe  19.  And  be  it  declared,  that  It  fhall  be  held  and 
“ adjudged  to  be  a fundamental  condition  of  the  prefent  fettle^ 
ment,  that  all  rum,  peltry,  whale-fins,  or  oil  imported 
“ from  the  countries  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
“ rica,  or  as  the  produce  of  fifheries  carried  on  by  the  faid 
States,  fhall  be  fubjecSt  to  the  fame  duties  on  importation 
into  this  kingdom,  as  the  fame  are  or  may  be  fubje^l  to  on 
importation  in  like  manner  Into  Great  Britain.  And  be  it 
ena£led,  that  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid,  fhall 
“ prepare  a fchedule  or  fchedules  of  fuch  duties  as  may  be 
now  necefiary  to  be  impofed  for  that  purpofc,  and  lay  the 
fame  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  this  kingdom  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  next  cefilon  of  parliament,  or  as  foon 
“ after  as  conveniently  tnay  be.** 

Having  now  difeharged  my  duty  with  refpe^l  to  the  bill, 
I cannot  fit  down  without  making  my  mofi:  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements to  the  Houfe  for  the  very  kind  attention  with 
which  they  have  heard  me,  notwithftanding  the  difadvantages 
I have  laboured  under  from  indifpofition  and  the  prefTure  of 
the  bufinefs  ; which,  added  to  the  nature  of  the  bill  itfelf, 
necefiarily  compelled  me  to  appear  very  heavy  and  very  tedi- 
ous. I fhall  now  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  if 
leave  fhall  be  granted,  my  next  ftep  will  be  to  lay  the  fyflem 
before  the  public  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  ; and  to  colleft 
every  information  for  this  purpofe,  I have  my  Lord  Lieute- 
nant's commands  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Britffh  parliament ; copies  of  the  addrefs,  and  a 

variety 
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variety  of  other  papers,  which  I hope  the  Houfe  will  Indulge 
me  in  giving  to-morrow  morning  in  fchedule.  I would  then 
wifli  to  circulate  the  bill  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  after  having  adjourned  fo  long  as  to  give  the  raoft  ample 
opportunity  for  deliberation,  again  meet  here,  and  receive 
every  petition  which  may  be  prefented,  and  examine  every 
evidence  which  may  appear  upon  this  great  fubjedl. 

Mr.  Orde’s  motion  for  leave  to  bring  In  his  propofed  bill 
was  feconded  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
argument  againft  this  meafure  may  be  pretty  fully  colledled 
from  the  following  fpeech  of  Mr.  Grattan. 

Mr.  Grattan. — Sir,  I can  excufe  the  right  honourable 
member  who  moves  you  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  He 
is  an  Englifliman,  and  contends  for  the  power  of  his  own 
country,  while  I am  contending  for  the  liberty  of  mine  j he 
might  have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  dating  his  own  bill. 
I read  it  before,  I read  it  in  the  twenty  refolutions,  I read  it 
in  the  Englifli  bill,  which  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  the 
fame  ; and  which  he  might  read  without  the  trouble  of-rc* 
forting  to  his  own.  His  comment  is  of  little  moment ; a 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  Secretary  is  an  unfafe  commentator  on  an 
Irifh  conftitution  ; the  former  merit  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  preffing  for  the  original  propofitions  and  con- 
tending againft  the  prefent,  which  he  now  fupports,  may 
have  been  very  great,  and  I am  willing  to  think  him  for  his 
paft  fervices  ; they  may  be  a private  confolation  to  himfelf. 
No  more^ — I differ  from  him  in  his  account  of  this  tranfa^lion. 
He  was  pledged  to  his  eleven  propofitions  5 his  offer  was  the 
propofitions ; ours  the  taxes ; he  took  the  latter,  but  forgets 
the  former.  I leave  both,  and  come  to  his  fyftem.  Here 
it  becomes  neceffary  to  go  back  a little — I begin  with  your 
free  trade  obtained  in  1779:  By  that  you  recovered  your 
right  to  trade  with  every  part  of  the  world,  whofe  ports 
were  open  to  you,  fubje^  to  your  own  unftipulated  duties, 

the 
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tlie  Britilli  plantations  only  excepted  •>  by  that  you  obtained 
the  benefit  of  your  iufular  fituation,  the  benefit  of  your  wef- 
tern  fituaiion,  and  the  benefit  of  your  exemption  from  in- 
tolerable taxes.  What  thefe  advantages  might  be,  no  man 
could  fay,  but  any  man  who  had  feen  the  ffruggle  you  had 
made  during 'a  century  of  depreffion,  could  forefee,  that  a 
fpirit  of  induftry  operating  upon  a ftate  of  liberty  in  a young 
nation,  muft  in  the  coiirfe  of  time  produce  fignal  advantages 
r—the  fe'a  is  like  the  earth,  to  non-exertion,  a wafte  *,  to  induf- 
. try,  a mine  *,  this  trade  was  accompanied  with  another,  a 
plantation  trade  : in  this,  you  retained  your  right  to  trade 
directly  with  the  Britifh  plantations  in  a variety  of  articles, 
without  a reference  to  Britifh  duties ; by  this,  you  obtained  a 
right  to  trade  with  the  Britifh  plantations  diredlly  in  each  and 
every  other  article,  fubjedl  to  the  rate  ofBritIfli  duty;  by  this, 
you  obtained  a right  to  feled):  the  article,  fo  that  the  general 
trade  fhould  not  hang  on  the  fpecial  conformity ; and  by  this, 
you  did  not  covenant  to  afFedl,  exclude,  or  polfpone  the  pro- 
duce of  foreign  plantations — The  reafon  was  obvious,  you 
demanded  two  things,  a free  trade  and  a plantation  trade  ; 
had  the  then  minifler  infifted  on  a covenant  to  exclude  the 
produce  of  foreign  plantations,  he  had  given  you  a plantation 
trade  inftead  of  a free  trade,  (whereas  your  demand  was  both) 
and  his  grant  had  been  inadequate,  unfatisfactory  and  inad- 
mifTible — Thefe  points  of  trade  being  fettled,  a third  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  remained  ; pamcly,  the  intercourfe  with  En- 
gland or  the  channel  trade — A fuccefsful  political  campaign, 
an  unfuccefsful  harveft,  the  poverty  of  not  a few,  together 
with  the  example  of  England,  brought  forward,  in  the  year 
1783,  a number  of  famifliing  manufadurers  wdth  a demand 
of  protecting  duties  ; the  extent  of  their  demand  was  Idle, 
the  manner  of  conveying  that  demand  tumultuary ; but  not 
being  wholly  refifted  nor  yet  adequately  aflifted,  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  another  plan,  which  made  its  appearance 
in  1785,  oppofite  indeed  to  their  wifhes  and  fatal  to  their 
expedation  ; this  was  the  fyf^em  of  reciprocity ; a fyflem. 
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fair  in  its  principles,  and  inprocefs  of  time  likely  to  be  bene- 
ficial, but  not  likely  to  be  of  any  great  prefent  advantage,  o- 
ther  than  by  fiopping  the  growth  of  demand,  allaying  a com- 
mercial fever,  and  producing  fettlement  and  incorporation, 
with  the  people  of  England ; this  fyfiem  was  founded  on  the 
.only  principle  which  could  obtain  between  two  independent 
nations,  equality,  and  the  equality  confifted  in  fimilarity  of  du- 
ty ; now  as  the  total  abatement  of  duties  on  both  Tides  had 
driveri  the  Iriflnnan  out  of  his  own  market,  as  the  raifing 
our  duties  on  the  BritI fa  Handed  had  driven  the  Englifhman 
out  of  the  Irifh  market,  .a  third  method,  was  reforted  to,  the 
abatement  of  Britlfli  du^y  to  the  Irllh  ftandard ; but  then 
this  equality  of  duty  was  inequality  of  trade,  for  a^the  En- 
gllOiman  with  that  duty  againft  him  had  beaten  you  in  the 
Irilh  market,  with  that  duty  in  his  favour  he  mu  ft  keep  you 
out  of  the  Englifli  : fo  that  under  this  arrangement  the  En- 
gllfti  manufadlurer  continued  protedled,  and  the  Irllh  manu- 
fa(fturer  continued  expofed,  and  the  abatement  of  duty  was 
no  more  than  difarming  the  argument  of  retaliation.  Had 
the  arrangement  ftopped  here,  it  had  been  unjnft  indeed, 
but  as  Ireland  was  to  covenant  that  fiie  would  not  raife  her 
duties  on  Britifh  manufa«ftures,  England  on  her  part  was  to 
covenant,  that  flie  would  not  dimlnifti  her  preference  in  fa- 
vour of  Irlfh  linen,  and  the  adjuftment  amounted  to  a cove- 
nant, that  .neither  country  in  their  refpeclive  markets  would 
afFefl  the  manufa^fture  of  the  other  by  any  operative  alterati- 
on of  duty  ; however,  the  adjuftment  did  not  ftop  at  the  home 
manufadlure,  it  went  to  plantation-produce,  and  here  you 
flood  on  two  grounds,  law  and  juftice  ; law,  becaufe  you  on- 
ly, defired  that  the  fame  words  of  the  fame  a(ft  of  navigation 
ftiould  have  the  fame  conftrudtion  on  one  fide  the  channel  as 
they  have  on  the  other  ; how  they  had  ever  borne  a different 
one,  I cannot  conceive,  otherwife  than  by  fuppofing  that  in 
your  ancient  ftate  of  dependency  you  were  not  intitled  to  the 
commpn  benefit  of  the  mother  tongue ; the  i^nfwer  to  this 
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argument  was  unfatisfaflory,  that  England  had  altered  the 
law,  but  if  England  had  fo  altered  the  law,  it  ceafed  to  im- 
pofe  the  lame  reftridlionsandxoiifer  the  fame  advantages,  and 
then  a doubt  might  arife  whether  flie  a£t  of  navigation  Was 
the  law  of  Ireland,  fo  that  you  feemed  entitled  to  the  con- 
ftruclion  or  free  from  thea£t ; now  it  is  of  more  confequence 
to  England  that  you  fhould  be  bound  by  the  z£t  of  navigati- 
on, than  to  Ireland  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fair  conftrudi- 
on  of  it.  But  you  flood  on  flill  better  ground,  juflice  ; wasJ 
it  juft  that  you  fhould  receive  plantation  goods  from  England, 
and  that  England  Ihould  not  receive  them  from  you  ^ here  if 
you  do  not  find  the  law  equal,  you  may  make  it  fo ; for  as’ 
yet  you  are  a free  parliament. 

I leave  this  part  of  the  fubje£l:  j equality  of  duty  but  no  pre- 
fent  equality  of  trade.  I come  to  that  part  of  the  adjuftment 
which  is  inequality  of  both  -and  firft,  that  part  which  re- 
lates to  the  primum  of  your  manufadlures.  When  the  origi- 
nal propofitions  v/ere  argued,  gentlemen  exclaimed,  Eng- 
land referves  her  wool,  and  Ireland  does  not  referve  her 
woollen  yarn,”  it  was  anfwered,  « Ireland  may  if  fhe  pleafes,*^ 
what  will  thofe  gentlemen  now  fay,  when  England  referves 
both ; — the  primum  of  her  manufactures,  and  of  yours  ; 
and  not  only  woollen  yarn  but  linen  yarn,  hides,  &c.?  To 
tell  me  that  this  exportation  is  beneficial  to  Ireland,  is  to  tell 
me  nothing  ; the  queftion  is  not  about  flopping  the  export, 
but  giving  up  the  regulation,  in  inftances  where  England  re- 
tains the  power  of  regulation,  and  the  a6l  of  prohibition. 
To  tell  me,  that  this  exportation  is  neceflary  for  England,  Is 
to  tell  me  nothing,  but  that  you  are  material  to  England, 
and  therefore  fhould  have  obtained  at  leaft  equal  terms.  I 
own,  to  affift  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  as  far  as  Is 
not  abfolutely  inconCftent  with  thofe  of  Ireland,  is  to  me  an 
object;  but  ftill  the  difference  recurs,  fhe  is  not  content 
with  voluntary  accommodation  on  your  part,  but  exaCts  per- 
petual 


Collectanea  I£>olftica. 


53 


petual  export  from  you  in  the  very  article,  in  which  flie  re- 
tains abfolute  prohibition — no  new  prohibition — every  pro- 
hibition beneficial  to  England  was  laid  before — none  in  favour 
of  Ireland.  Ireland  till  1779  was  a province,  and  every  pro- 
vince is  a victim  ; your  provincial  ftate  ceafed,  but  before  the 
provincial  regulations  are  done  away,  this  arrangement 
cftablifhes  a principle  of  utl  poffidetis^  that  is,  Great  Britain 
fhall  retain  all  her  advantages,  and  Ireland  fhall  retain  all  her 
difadvantages.  But  I leave  this  part  of  the  adjuftment  where 
reciprocity  is  difclaimed  in  the  outfet  of  treaty  and  the  rudi- 
ment of  manufa£lure  ; I come  to  inftances  of  more  ftriking 
inequality,  and  firft,  your  fituation  in  the  Eaft.  You  are  to 
give  a monopoly  to  the  prefent  or  any  future  Eafc  India  Com- 
pany during  its  exiftence,  and  to  the  Britifh  nation  for  ever 
after.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  Iri/hman  in  this  is  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  the  Englifhman,  but  there  is  this  difference, 
the  difference  between  having,  and  not  having  the  trade  5 
the  Britifh  Parliament  has  judged  it  moft  expedient  for 
Great  Britain  to  carry  on  her  trade  to  the  Eafl:,  by  an  exclu- 
five  company  ; the  Irifh  Parliament  is  now  to  determine  it 
moft  expedient  for  Ireland  to  have  no  trade  at  all  in  thefe 
parts.  This  is  not  a furrender  of  the  political  rights  of  the 
conftitution,  but  of  the  natural  rights  of  man  5 not  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament,  but  of  the  rights  of  nations, — not 
to  fail  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  an  awful  interdi6l ! Not  only  European  fettlements, 
but  neutral  countries  excluded,  and  God’s  providence  fhut 
out  in  the  moft  opulent  boundaries  of  creation  5 other  inter- 
diifts'go  to  particqlar  places  for  local  reafons,  becaufe  they 
belong  to  certain  European  ftates,  but  here  are  neutral  regi- 
ons forbidden  and  a path  preferibed  to  the  Irifhman  on  open 
fea.  Other  interdicts  go  to  a determinate  period  of  time,  but 
here  is  an  eternity  of  reftraint ; you  are  to  have  no  trade  at 
all  during  the  exiftence  of  any  company,  and  no  free  trade  to 
Jhofe  countries  afur  its  expiration ; this  refeoables  rather  a 
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judgment  of  God  th'an  an  act  of  the  legiflature,  whether  you 
nieafure  i:  by  immenfity  of  fpace  or  infinity  of  duration^  and 
has  nothing  human  abvjjut  it  except  its  prefumption. 

“ What  you  lofe  by  this  furrender,  what  you  forfeit  by 
giving  up  the  poffibility  of  intercourfe  with  fo  great  a propor- 
tion of  the  inhabited  globe,  I cannot  prefume  to  fay  ; but 
this  I can  lay,  that  gentlemen  have  no  right  to  argue  from 
prefent  want  of  capital  againfi:  future  trade,  nor  to  give  up 
their  capacity  to  trade,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet  brought 
that  capacity  into  action,  hill  lefs  have  they  a right  to  do  fo 
without  the  fliadow  of  compenfation,  ^tld  lead  of  all  on  the 
affected  compenfation  which,  trifliing  your  underftand- 
ing  as  w^ell  as  intereft,  fufihrs  a vefiel  to  go  to  the  WeftJ  in 
its  way  to  the  Eaft.^  I leave  this  uncompenfated  furrender — > 
I leave  your  fituation  in  the  Ead  which  is  blank — I leave  your 
fituation  m the  Ead  which  is  the  furrender  of  trade  itfelf  i 
and  I come  to  your  fituation  in  the  Wed  which  is  a furren- 
der of  its  freedom.  You  are  to  give  a monopoly  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  plantations  at  their  own  taxes  ; before,  you  did  fo  only 
in  certain  articles,  with  a power  of  fele^tion,  and  then  only 
as  long  as  you  pleafed  to  conform  to  the  condition,  and  with- 
out any  dipulation  to  exclude  foreign  produce.  It  may  be 
very  proper  to  exclude  foreign  produce  by  your  own  tempo- 
rary laws,  and  at  your  own  free  will  and  option,  but  now 
you  are  to  covenant  to  do  fo  for  ever,  and  thereby  you  put 
the  trade  out  of  your  own  power  for  ever,  and  you  give  to 
the  Eoglifli,  Wed  as  well  as  Ead,  an  eternal  monopoly  for 
their  plantation  produce,  in  the  taxing  and  regulating  of 
which  you  have  no  fort  of  deliberation  or  interference,  and 
over  which  Great  Britain  has  a complete  fuprernacy.  Here 
you  will  confider  the  advantage  you  receive  from  that  mono- 
poly, and  judge  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  fet  up  againfi 
yourfelves  that  monopoly  for  ever ; there  is  fcarcely  an  article 

of  the  Britilh  plantation  that  is  not  out  of  all  proportion 
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t’earer  than  the  fame  article  is  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe, 
nor  any  other  article  that  is  not  produced  elfewhere,  for 
Tome  of  which  articles  you  might  eftablifh  a mart  ter  your 
manufa<aures.  Portugal,  for  inftance,  capable  of  being  a 
better  market  for  cur  drapery  than  Great  Britain  ; this  enor- 
mity of  price  is  aggravated  by  an  enormity  of  tax,  what  then 
is  this  covenant  ? to  take  thefe  articles  from  theBritifii  plan- 
tations, and  from  none  other,  at  the  prefent  high  rates  and 
taxes,  and  to  take  them  at  all  times  to  come,  fubje^l  to  what- 
ever further  rates  and  taxes  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
fhall  enaTt.  Let  me  alk  you,  why  did  you  refufe  prore<5ling 
duties  to  your  own  people  ? becaufe  they  looked  like  a mono- 
poly ; and  will  you  give  to  the  Eaft  India  merchant,  and  the 
Weft’  India  planter  fomething  more  ? — a monopoly  where 
the  monopolift  is  in  fome  degree  the  law-giver. — The  princi- 
ple of  equal  duty  or  the  fame  reftriiftion  is  not  the  ftradow  of 
fecurity ; to  make  fuch  a principle  applicable  to  the  objecls 
muft  be  equal,  but  here  the  objedls  are  not  only  diflimilar 
but  oppofite  *,  the  condition  of  England  is  great  debt  and 
greater  capital,  great  incumbrance,  but  ftill  greater  abilities; 
the  condition  of  Ireland,  little  capital,  but  a fmall  debt, 
poverty,  but  exemption  from  intolerable  taxes.  Equal  burth- 
ens will  have  oppofite  effedls,  they  will  fund  the  debt  of  one 
country  and  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  other  ; high  duties  will 
take  away  your  refburcc,  which  is  exemption  from  them  *,  but 
will  be  a fund  for  Great  Britain  ; thus  the  colony  principle 
in  its  extent  is  dangerous  to  a very  great  degree.  Suppofe 
Great  Britain  Ihould  raife  the  colony  duties  to  a ftill  greater 
degree,  to  anfwer  the  exigency  of  fome  future  war,  or  to 
fund  her  prefent  debt,  you  muft  follow,  for  by  this  bill  you 
would  have  no  Option  in  foreign  trade  *, -you  muft  follow, 
not  becaufe  you  wanted  the  tax,  but  left  your  exemption 
from  taxes  llaould  give  your  manuft^Iures  any  comparative 
advantage.  Irifh  taxes  are  to  be  precautions  againft  the 
profperity  of  Irifh  manufactures ! You  muft  follow  becaufe 

your 
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your  taxes  here  would  be  no  longer  meafured  by  the  waats 
bf  the  country  or  the  intereft  of  her  commerce,  becaufe  we 
fhould  have  inftituted  a falfe  meafure  of  taxation ; the  wants 
and  the  riches  of  another  country,  which  exceeds  you  much 
in  wants,  but  infinitely  more  in  riches.  I fear  we  fhould 
have  done  more,  we  fhould  have  made  Englifh  jealoufy  the 
barometer  of  Irifh  taxes.  Suppofe  this  country  fliould  in  any 
degree  eftablifh  a direct  trade  with  the  Britifh  plantations, 
fuppofe  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Britifh  manufacturers  in 
any  degree  realized,  they  may  dictate  your  duties,  they  may 
petition  the  Britifli  Parliament  to  raife  certain  duties,  which 
fhall  not  affedt  the  articles  of  their  intercourfe,  but  may  flop 
yours  ; or,  which  fhall  afFeft  the  articles  of  their  intercourfe 
a little  and  annihilate  yours*,  thus  they  may  by  one  and  the 
fame  duty  raife  a revenue  in  England,  and  deftroy  a rival  in 
Ireland.  Camblets  are  an  inftance  of  the  former,  and  every 
valuable  plantation-import  an  inftance  of  the  latter ; your 
option  in  foreign  trade  had  been  a reftraint  on  England,  or  a 
refource  to  Ireland,  but  under  this  adjuftment  you  give  up 
your  foreign  trade,  and  confine  yourfelf  to  that  which  you 
muft  not  prefume  to  regulate.  The  exclufion  of  foreign  plan- 
tation-produce would  feem  fufficieiit,  for  every  purpofe  of 
power  and  domination  ; but  to  aggravate,  and  it  would  feem, 
to  infult,  the  independent  States  of  North  America  are  moft 
ungracioufly  brought  into  this  arrangement,  as  if  Ireland  was 
a Britifh  colony,  or  North  America  continued  a part  of  the 
Britifh  dominion  5 by  the  refolutions  'almoft  all  the  produce 
of  North  America  was  to  be  imported  to  Ireland,  fubjedl  to 
Britifh  duties  ; the  bill  is  more  moderate,  and  only  enume- 
rates certain  articles,  but  what  right  has  Great  Britain  to 
interfere  in  our  foreign  trade,  what  right  has  fhe  to  dictate 
to  us  on  the  fubjeft  of  North  America  trade?  How  far  this 
country  may  be  further  affected  'by  clogging  her  plantation 
trade  and  furrendering  her  free  trade,  I fhall  not  for  the 
prftfent  ftop  more  minutely  to  inquire,  but  I muft  ftop  to  pro- 
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tefl:  againft  one  circumftance  In  this  arrangement,  which 
fhould  not  accompany  any  arrangement,  which  would  be  fa- 
tal to  fettlement  itfelf,  and  tear  alunder  the  bands  of  faith 
and  afFedion;  the  circumftance  I mean,  is  the  opening  of  the 
fettlements  of  the  colony  trade,  and  free  trade  of  1779  : this 
adjuftment  takes  from  you  the  power  of  chooling  the  article, 
fo  that  the  whole  covenant  hangs  on  the  fpecial  circumftance, 
and  takes  from  you  your  option  in  the  produce  of  foreign 
plantations,  and  even  of  America.  It  is  a revifion  In  peace 
of  the  fettlements  of  war,  it  is  a revocation  in  peace  of  the 
acquifitlon  of  war.  I here  ask,  by  what  authority  ? By  what 
authority  is  Ireland  obliged  now  to  enter  into  a general  ac- 
count for  paft  acquifttions  ? Did  the  petition  of  the  manu- 
facturers defire  it  ? Did  the  addrelTes  of  the  laft:  felllon  defire 
it  ? Dkl  the  minifter  in  this  feflion  fuggeft;  it?  No;  I call  for 
authority,  whereby  we  can  be  juftified  iiT  waving  the  benefit 
of  paft  treaties,  and  bringing  the  whole  relative  fituation  of 
this  country  into  queftion  in  an  arrangements  which  only 
profefles  to  fettle  her  channel  trade  ? I conceive  the  fettle- 
ments of  the  laft:  war  are  facred ; you  may  make  other  fettle- 
ments with  the  Britifli  nation,  but  you  will  never  make  any 
fo  beneficial  as  thefe  are ; they  were  the  refult  of  a conjunc- 
ture miraculoufly  formed,  and  fortunately  feized.  The 
American  war  was  the  Irilh  harvefl.  From  that  period,  as 
from  the  lucky  moment  of  your  fate,  your  commerce,  conftl- 
tution,  and  mind  took  form  and  vigour ; and  to  that  period, 
and  to  a lirft:  and  fallent  principle,  muft:  they  recur  for  life 

and  renovation. -It  is  therefore  I confider  thofe  fettlements 

as  facred,  and  from  them  I am  naturally  led  to  that  part  of 
the  fubjeCl  which  relates  to  compenfation,  the  payment  which 
we  are  to  make  for  the  loftes  which  we  are  to  fuftain ; cer- 
tainly compenfation  cannot  apply  to  the  free  trade  fuppofing 
it  uninvaded,  firft,  becaufe  that  trade  was  your  right ; to  pay 
for  the  recovery  of  what  you  fhould  never  have  loft,  had  been 
-to  a great  degree  unjuft  and  derogatory  ; fecondly,  becaufe 
VoL.  II.  E that 
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that  free  trade  was  eilabliflied  in  1779,  and  the  fettlement 
then  clofed  and  cannot  be  opened  now;  to  do  fo  were  to  de- 
firoy  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  make  it  idle  to  enter  into  the 
prefent  fettlement,  and  to  render  it  vain  to  enter  into  any 
fettlement  with  the  Britifli  Minifter.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  colony  trade;  that  too  was  fettled  in  I779>  on  terms 
then  fpecified  not  now  to  be  opened,  clogged,  conditioned 
or  circiimfcribed  11111  lefs  does  compenfation  apply  to  the 
free  conllitution  of  1782.  His  Majelly  then  informed  you 
from  the  throne,  “ thefe  things  come  unaccompanied  with, 
any  llipulation,” — belides,  the  free  conllkution,  like  the  free 
trade,  was  your  right.  Freemen  wont  pay  for  the  recovery 
of  right;  payment  had  derogated  from  the  claim  of  right ; fo 
we  then  ftated  to  minihry.  It  was  then  thought  that  to 
have  annexed  fubhdy  to  connitution  had  been  a barren  ex- 
periment on  public  poverty,  and  had  married  an  illullrious 
experiment  on  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  and  had  been  nei- 
ther fatisfacllon  to  Ireland,  nor  revenue  to  Great  Britain. 
This  bolder  policy,  this  happy  art,  which  faw  how  much 
may  be  got  by  tax,  and  how  much  mull  be  left  to  honour, 
which  made  a bold  pufli  for  the  heart  of  the  nation,  and  leav- 
ing her  free  to  acquire,  took  a chance  for  her  difpofitlon  to 
give,  had  its  effecr,  for  fmee  that  time  until  the  prefent  moll 
'unfortunate  attempt,  a great  bulk  of  the  community  were  on 
the  fide  of  government,  and  the  parliamentary  conllitution 
was  a guarantee  for  public  peace. 

««  See  then  what  you  obtain  without  compenfation,  a colony 
'trade,  a free  trade,  the  independency  of  your  judges,  the  go- 
vernment of  your  army,  the  extinction  of  the  unconftitutional 
powers  of  your  council,  the  refloration  of  the  judicature  of 
your  lords,  and  the  independency  of  your  legiflature  ? 

See  now  what  you  obtain  by  compenfation — a covenant 
not  to  trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits 
«f  Magellan  ; a covenant  not  to  take  foreign  plantation  pro- 
duce. 
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duce,  but  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  permit;  a 
covenant  not  to  take  Brltifh  plantation  produce,  but  as  Great 
Britain  fhall  prefcribe ; a covenant  to  make  fuch  a^fs  of 
navigation  as  Great  Britain  fliall  prefcribe;  a covenant  never 
to  protecH:  your  own  manufactures,  never  to  guard  the  primum 
of  thofe  manufactures  ! Thefe  things  are  accompanied,  I do 
acknowledge,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  England  to  dif- 
arm  your  argument  for  protecting  duties,  to  give  the  Englifli 
language  in  the  aCl  of  navigation  the  fame  conftruCtion  in 
Ireland,  and  to  leave  our  linen  markets  without  moleftatlon 
or  diminution.  One  fhould  think  fome  God  prehded  over 
the  liberties  of  this  country,,  who  made  it  frugality  in  the  Irifh 
nation  to  continue  free,  but  has  annexed  the  penalties  of  fine 
as  infamy  to  the  furrender  of  the  conflitutiorl  ! from  this 
confideration  of  commerce,  a quePdon  much  more  high, 
much  more  deep,  the.  invaluable  queftion  of  confiitution  arifes 
in  which  the  idea  of  protecting  duties,  the  idea  of  reciprocal 
duties,  of  countervailing  duties,  and  all  that  detail  vanifli, 
and  the  energies  of  every  heart,  and  the  prudence  of  every 
head,  are  called  upon  to  fhleld  this  nation,  that  long  deprelE* 
ed,  and  at  length  by  domeftic  virtue  and  foreign  misfortune 
emancipated,  has  now  to  defend  her  newfy  acquired  rights 
and  her  juftly  acquired  reputation  ; the  queftion  is  no  lefs 
than  that,  which  three  years  ago  agitated,  fired  and  exalted 
the  Irifh  nation,  the  independency  of  the  Irifh  parliament  ! 
By  this  bill  we  are  to  covenant  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
fhall  fubfcribe  whatever  laws  the  parliament  of  England  fhall 
prefcribe,  refpeCIIng  your  trade  with  the  Britifli  plantations, 
your  trade  in  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations,  and  part  of 
your  trade  from  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
There  is  alfo  a fweeping  covenant  or  condition,  whereby  we 
are  to  agree  to  fubfcribe  whatever  laws  the  parliament  of  En- 
gland fliall  prefcribe  refpeCting  navigation  ; the  adjuftment 
fubjeCls  alfo  your  reverfionary  trade  to  the  Eaft  to  the  fame 
terms — over  all  thefe  objeCIs  you  are  to  have  no  propounding, 
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no  deliberative,  no  negative,  no  Icgiflative  power  whatibcver. 
Here  then  is  an  end  of  your  free  trade  and  your  free  conftitu- 
tion;  I acquit  the  people  of  England  ; an  Ill-grounded  jealou- 
ly  for  their  trade  feems  aggravated  by  a well-founded  alarm 
for  your  liberty ; unwilling  to  relinqulfli,  but  when  relin- 
quifhed,  too  magnanimous  and  too  wife  to  refume  abdicated, 
tyranny^;  they  feel  in  thefe  propofitions  an  honourable  folici- 
tude  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland.,  and  the  good  faith  of  Great 
Britain,  and  fee  the  darling  principles  and  pallions  of  both 
countries  wounded  in  an  arrangement  which  was  to  compofe 
them  for  ever : to  a propofal  therefore  fo  little  warranted  by 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  England,  fo  little  expedled 
by  the  people  of  Ireland,  fo  little  fuggefted  by  the  minifter, 
and  fo  involving  to  whatever  is  dear  to  your  intereh,  honour 
and  freedom,  I anfwer,  No.  I plead  paft  fettlements,  I in- 
iifi;  on  the  faith  of  nations  ; the  obje(Slion  fhould  have  been 
made  when  thefe  fettlements  wero  making;  but  now  the  lo- 
gic of  empire  comes  too  late  ; no  accommodation,  no  depre- 
cation on  this  fubjecl: : alTertlon,  national  alTertlon,  national 
reaffertion  ! If  three  years  after  the  recovery  of  your  freedom, 
you  bend,  your -children,  corrupted  by  your  example,  will 
Surrender ; but  If  you-ftand  firm  and  inexorable,  you  make  a 
feafonable  impreflion  on  the  people  of  England,  you  give  a 
wholefome  example  to  your  children,  you  afford  an  awful  in- 
flrucllon  to  his  Majefty’s  miniflers,  and  make  (as  the  Old 
Englifh  did  in  the  cafe  of  their  charter)  the  attempt  on  Irifh 
liberty,  its  confirmation  and  eftablifhment  I 

However,  left  certain  gloffes  fhould  feem  to  go  unanfwer- 
ed,  I fhall,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  wave  paft  fettlements, 
iind  combat  the  reafoning  of  the  Englifli  refolutions,  the  ad- 
diefs,  his  Majefty’s  ajifwer,  and  the  reafoning  of  this  day. 
It  is  here  faid,  that  the  laws  refpecling  commerce  and  navi- 
_gation  fhould  be  fimilar  and  inferred,  that  Ireland  fliould 
fubferibe  the  law^s  of  England  on  thofe  fubjedls;  that  is,  the 
fame  law,  the  fame  legiflature,  but  this  argument  goes  a 
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great  deal  too  far,  it  goes  to  the  army,  for  the  mutiny  bilt 
fhould  be  the  fame  *,  it  was  endeavoured  to  be  extended  to- 
the  colle(5lion  of  your  revenue,  and  is  in  train  to  be  extended 
to  vour  taxes ; it  goes  to  the  extin£\ion  of  the  moft  invaluable 
part  of  your  parliamentary  capacity  *,  it  is  an  union,  an  incipi- 
ent and  a. creeping  union;  a virtual  union,  eftablifhing  one- 
will  in  the  general  concerns  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and 
repoiing  that  v/i|l  in  tlie  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; an 
union  where  our  parliament  preferves  its  exigence  after  it  has 
loft  its  authority,  and  our  people  are  to  pay  for  a parliamen- 
tary eftabliftiment,  without  any  proportion  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation.  In  oppoftng  the  right  honourable  gentleman  s 
bill,  I confider  myfelf  as  oppoftng  an  union  ht  limine^  and 
that  argument  for  union  which  makes  fimiiarity  of  law  and 
community  of  intereft  (reafon  ftrong  for  the  freedom  of  Ire 
land  !)  a pretence  for  a condition  which  would  be  diflimilarity- 
of  law,  becaufe  extinclion  of  conftitution,  and  therefore- 
hoftility,  not  community  of  intereft  ; I ask  on  what  experi- 
ence is  this  argument  founded  ? — Have  you  ever  fince  your 
redemption  refufed  to  prefer ve  a ftmilarity  of  law  in  trade 
and  navigation  ? Have  you  not  follow’ed  Great  Britain  in  all 
her  changes  of  the  afl  of  navigation,  during  the  whole  of  that 
unpalatable  biiftnefs,  the  American  war?  Have  you  not 
excluded  the  cheap  produce  of  other  plantations,  in  order- 
that  Irhli  poverty  might  give  a monopoly  to  the  dear  produce 
of  Britifti  colonies  ? Have  you  not  made  a better  ufe  of  your 
liberty  than  Great  B/itain  did  of  her  power  ? But  I have  an 
objection  to  this  argument,  ftronger  even  than  its  want  of' 
foundation,  in  reafon  and  experiment  ; I hold  it  to  be  no- 
thing Icfs  than  an  intolerance  of  the  parliamentary  conftituti- 
on of  Ireland,  a declaration  that  the  full  and  free  external 
legiflation  of  the  Irifh  parliament  is  incompatible  with  the 
Britifti  empire.  I do  acknowledge  that  by  your  external 
power,  you  might  difeompofe  the  harmony  of  empire,  and  L 
add,  that  by  your  power  over  the  purle  you  might  diftblve 

the 


/ 


63  , CoHectanea  FoHttca. 

the  State  ; but  to  the  latter  you  owe  your  exiftence  in  the 
conltitution,  and  to- the  former  your  authority  and  ftation  in 
the  empire ; this  argument,  therefore,  refts  the  conne^Hou 
upon  a new  and  a faife  principle,  goes  directly  againil  the 
root  of  parliament,  and  is  not  a difficulty  to  be  accommodat- 
ed, but  an  error  to  be  eradicated  *,  and  if  any  body  of  men 
can  flill  think  that  the  Irilh  conftitution  is  incompatible  with 
the  Britifli  empire,  dofirine  v/hichl  adjure  as  fedition  againll 
the  connexion ; but  if  any  body  of  men  are  juftified  in  think- 
ing rliat  the  Irlfh  conhitution  is  incompatible  with  the  Britifh 
.u,  the  empire ! live  the  conftitution  1 Reduced 

his  r'-iiUi’a  CO  take  a part,  my  fecond  vvilh  is  the 

k r . h ny  fhft  . kft  and  bounden  duty  is  the  liberty 

O).  ^ b < ^ a/v  told  this  imperial  power  is  not  only 

nr  ..b.  y bsi  England,  but  fafe  for  Ireland.  What  is  the 
p.  :v  / ’7  uion  ? what  but  the  abule  of  this  very  power  of 

reguiacn  g rhe  trade  of  Ireland  by  the  Britiffi  parliament,  ex- 
cluding you,  and  including  herfelf  by  virtue  of  the  fame 
words  of  the  fame  adf  of  navigation  ? And  what  was  the 
promovent  caufe  of  this  arrangement  ? wl;iat  but  the  power 
you  are  going  to  furrender,  the  diftinfb  and  independent 
external  authority  of  the  Irlfli  parliament,  competent  to 
queftion  that  mifeonftrudion  ? What  is  the  remedy  now 
propofed  ? the  evil.  Go  back  to  the  parliament  of  England  j 
I ask  again,  what  were  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  your 
eleven  propofitions  ? what  but  the  jealoufy  of  the  Britifh 
inanufadurers  on  the  fubjecl:  of  trade?  And  will  you  make 
them  your  parliament,  and  that  too  for  ever,  and  that  too 
on  the  fuhjeft  of  their  jealoufy,  and  in  the  moment  they 
difplayed  it — fafe!  I will  fuppofe  that  jealoufy  realized}  that 
you  rival  them  in  fome  market  abroad,  and  that  they  petiti- 
on their  parliament  to  impofe  a regulation  which  ffiall  affedl: 
a tonnage  which  you  have,  and  Great  Britain  has  not ; how 
would  you  then  feci  your  fttuation,  when  you  Ihould  be  o- 
bliged  to  regifter  all  this  ? And  how  would  you  feel  your 
degradation,  when  you  fiiould  fee  your  owm  manufaflurers 
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pafs  you  by  as  a cypher  in  the  conftitution,  and  deprecate 
their  ruin  at  the  bar  of  a foreign  parliament — fafe!  Whence 
the  American  war  ? Whence  the  Irifh  reftri<fi:ions  ? Whence 
the  mifconflru^Stlon  of  the  adl  of  navigation  ? Whence  but 
from  the  evil  of  fufrering  one  country  to  regulate  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  another,  and  of  inftituting,  under  the  idea 
of  general  proteclrefs,  a proud  domination,  which  facrifices 
the  intereft  of  the  whole  to  the  ambition  of  a part,  and  arms 
the  little  paflions  of  the  monopolift  with  the  fovereign  poten- 
cy of  an  imperial  parliament ; for  great  nations  when  curfed 
with  unnatural  fway  follow  but  their  nature  when  they  in- 
vade ; and  human  wifdom  has  not  better  provided  for  hu- 
man fafety  than  by  limiting  the  principles  of  human  power. 
The  furrender  of  legiflature  has  been  likened  to  cafes  that 
not  unfrequently  take  place  between  two  equal  nations  cove- 
nanting to  fufpend  in  particular  cafes  their  refpedlive  legifla- 
tive  powers  for  mutual  benefit  j thus  Great  Britain  and 
Portugal  agree  to  fufpend  their  legiflative  power  in  favour  of 
the  wine  of  the  one,  and  the  woollen  of  the  other,  but  if 
Portugal  had  gone  farther,  and  agreed  to  fubfcribe  the  laws 
of  England,  this  covenant  had  not  been  a treaty,  but  con- 
queft  j fo  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  covenant,  not  to 
raife  high  duties  on  each  others  manufactures,  but  if  Ireland 
goes  farther,  and  covenants  to  fubfcribe  Briti/h  law,  this  is 
not  a mutual  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power, 
but  a transfer  of  the  power  itfelf  from  one  country  to  ano- 
ther, to  be  exercifed  by  another  hand ; fuch  covenant  is  not 
reciprocity  of  trade,  it  is  a furrender  of  the  government  of 
your. trade,  inequality  of  trade,  and  inequality  of  conftitution. 
I fpeak  however  as  if  fuch  transfer  could  take  place,  but  in 
faff  it  could  not,  any  arrangement  fo  covenanting  Is  a mere 
nullity;  it  could  not*  bind,  ftill  lefs  could  it  bind  your 
fucceflbrs,  for  a man  Is  not  omnipotent  over  himfelf,  neither 
are  your  parliaments  omnipotent  over  themfelves,  to  accom- 
pli fli  their  own  deftruflion  and  propagate  death  to  their 
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fucceiTors ; there  is  in  thefe  cafes  a fuperior  relationfhip  to 
our  refpeflive  creators — God  and  the  community,  which  in 
the  inftance  of  the  individual,  arrefts  the  hand  of  fuicide, 
and  in  that  of  the  political  body,  flops  the  acl  of  furrender, 
and  makes  man  the  means  of  propagation,  and  parliament 
the  organ  to  continue  liberty,  not  the  engine  to  deftroy  it. 
However  though  the  furrender  is  void,  there  are  two  ways 
of  attempting  it,  one  by  a furrender  in  form,  the  other  by  a 
furrender  in  fubftance;  appointing  another  parliament  your 
iubftitute,  and  confenting  to  be  its  regifter  or  ftamp,  by 
virtue  of  which  to  introduce  the  law  and  edidl  of  another 
land  ; to  cloath  with  the  forms  of  your  law>  foreign  de- 
liberations, and  to  prefide  over  the  difgraceful  ceremony  of 
your  own  abdicated  authority ; both  methods  are  equally 
furrenders,  and  both  are  wholly  void.  I fpeak  on  principle, 
the  principle  on  which  you  (land— your  creation.-  We,  the 
limited  truftees  of  the  delegated  power,  born  for  a particular 
purpofe,  limited  to  a particular  time,  and  bearing  an  in- 
violable relationfhip  to  the  people  who  fent  us  to  parliament, 
cannot  break  that  relationfhip,  counteract  that  purpofe, 
furrender,  diminifh,  or  derogate  from  thofe  privileges  we 
breathe  but  to  preferve.  Could  the  parliament  of  England 
covenant  to  fubferibe  your  laws  ? Could  fhe  covenant  that 
Young  Ireland  fhould  command  and  Old  England  fhould  o- 
bey  ? If  fuch  a propofal  to  England  were  mockery,  to  Ire- 
land it  cannot  be  conflitutlon.  I reft  on  authority  as  well  as 
principle,  the  authority  on  which  the  revolution  refls  ; 
3Mr.  Locke,  who  in  his  chapter  on  the  abolition  of  govern- 
ment, fays,  that  the  transfer  of  legiflative  power  is  the 
abolition  of  the  flate,  not  a transfer.  Thus  I may  congratu- 
late this  Houfe  and  myfelf,  that  it  is  one  of  the  blefTirgs  of 
the  Britifh  conflitution,  that  it  cannot  perifh  of  a rapid 
mortality,  nor  die  in  a day,  like  the  men  who  fhould  protefl 
her  ; any  acl  that  would  deflroy  the  liberty  of  the  people,  is 
e esd-born  from  the  womb  j mca  gut  down  the  public 
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caufe  for  a feafon,  but  another  year  would  fee  old  conftituti- 
on  advance  the  honours  of  his  head,  and  the  good  inftitution 
of  parliament  lliaking  off  the  tomb  to  re-afcend  in  all  its  pomp 
and  pride,  and  plenitude  and  privilege  ! 

<<  Sir,  I have  dated  thefe  proportions  and  the  bill  as  a 
mere  transfer  of  external  legiflative  authority  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  but  I have  underftated  their  mifehief, 
they  go  to  taxation;  taxes  on  the  trade  with  the  Britirti 
plantations,  taxes  on  the  produce  of  foreign  plantations, 
taxes  on  fome  of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America  ; they  go  to  port  duties,  fiich  as  Great  Britain  laid 
on  America  ! the  mode  is  varied,  but  the  principle  is  the 
fame.  Here  Great  Britain  takes  the  damp  of  the  Irilh 
parliament ; Great  Britain  is  to  preferibe,  and  Ireland  is  to 
obey  ! We  anticipate  the  rape  by  previous  furrender,  and 
throw  into  the  fcale  our  honour,  as  well  as  our  liberty. 
Do  not  imagine  that  all  thefe  refolutions  are  mere  afis  of 
regulation  •,  they  are  folid  fubdantial  revenue,  great  part  of 
your  additional  duty.  I allow  the  bill  excepts  rum  and  to- 
bacco ; but  the  principle  is  retained,  and  the  operation  of  it 
only  kept  back.  I have  dated  that  Great  Britain  may  by 
thefe  propolitions  crufh  your  commerce,  but  fhall  be  told 
that  the  commercial  jealoufy  of  Great  Britain  is  at  an  end. 
But  are  her  wants  at  an  end  ? are  her  wifhes  for  Iridifubddy 
at  an  end  ? No  j and  may  be  gratified  by  laying  colony 
duties  on  herfelf,  and  fo  raifing  on  Ireland  an  imperial 
revenue  to  be  fubferibed  by  our  parliament,  without  the 
confent  of  our  parliameiat,  and  in  defpite  of  our  people. 
Or  if  a minider  diould  plcafe  to  turn  himfelf  to  a general 
excife,  if  widilng  to  relieve  from  the  weight  of  further  ad- 
ditional duties  the  hereditary  revenue  now  alientted,  if  wifli- 
ing  to  relieve  the  alarms  of  the  Englidi  manufacturers,  who 
complain  of  our  exemption  from  excifes,  particularly  on  foap, 
candles,  and  leather : he  fhould  proceed  on  thofe  already 
regidered  articles  pf  ta5alio%  he  might  tax  you  by  threats, 
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fuggefting  that  if  you  refufe  to  raife  an  exclfe  on  yourfelf, 
England  will  raife  colony  duties  on  both. — See  what  a migh-^ 
ty  iriftrument  of  coercion  this  bill  and  thefe  refolutions — ftir 
and  the  minifter  can  cruflivou  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain; 
he  can  crufli  your  imports;  he  can  crufli  your  exports;  he 
can  do  this  in  a manner  peculiarly  mortifying,  by  virtue  of  a 
claufe  in  a Britifli  adl  of  parliament  th^t  would  feem  to  im- 
pofe  the  fame  reftrictions  on  Great  Britain ; he  can  do  this 
in  a manner  ftill  more  ofFenfive,  by  the  immediate  means  of 
your  own  parliament,  who  would  be  then  an  a£live  cypher, 
and  notorious  ftamp  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  to  forge 
and  falfify  the  name  and  authority  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
I have  confidered  your  htuation  under  thefe  propofitions  with 
refpecl  to  Great  Britain : fee  what  would  be  your  fituation 
with  refpedt  to  the  crown  ? You  would  have  granted  to  the 
King  a permanent  money  bill,  or  a money  bill  to  continue  as 
long  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fliall  pleafe,  with  a 
covenant  to  increafe  it  as  often  as  the  Britifli  parliament 
fhali  pleafe.  By  the  refolutions  a great  part  of  the  additional 
duty  would  have  been  fo  granted  ; the  trade  of  the  country 
is  made  dependant  on  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  crown  is  madelefs  dependant  on  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  a code  of  prerogative  added  to  a code  of  empire.  If  the 
merchant  after  this  fliould  petition  you  to  lower  your  duties 
on  the  articles  of  trade,  your  anfwer,  trade  is  iii  covenant.’V 
If  your  conflituents  fiiould  inhru^f  you  to  limit  the  bill  of 
fupply,  or  pafs  a Ihort  money  bill,  your  anfwer,  “ the  purfe 
cf  the  nation  like  her  trade  is  in  covenant. No  more  of  fix 
months  money  bills ; no  more  of  inftrudlions  from  conftitu- 
cnts;  that  connection  is  broken  by  this  bill,  pafs  this  you 
have  no  conftituent — you  are  not  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  but  the  regifter  of  the  Britifh  parliamentj^ 
and  the  equalizer  of  Britifh  duties  I 

In  order  to  complete  this  chain  of  power,  one  link  (I  do 
acknowledge  was  wanting,  a perpetual  revenue  bill,  or  a 
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covenant  from  time  to  time  to  renew  the  bill  for  the  colle61i- 
on  thereof.  The  twentieth  refolution,  and  this  bill  founded 
upon  it,  attain  that  objeift.  Sir,  this  Koufe  reds  on  three 
pillars,  your  power  over  the  annual  mutiny  bill ; your  power 
oyer  the. annual  additional  duties  ; your  power  over  the  col- 
le(Stion  of  the  revenue.  The  latter  power  is  of  great  confe- 
quence,  becaufe  a great  part  of  our  revenues  are  granted  for 
ever.  Your  anceftors  were  ilaves  5 and  for  their  eftates, 
that  is,  for  the  adl  of  fettlement,  granted  the  hereditary 
revenue,  and  from  that  moment  ceafed  t be  a paA'liamenf, 
nor  was  it  till  many  years  after  tl^it  parliameri-.  revived  ; but 
it  revived  as  you  under  tins  bill  would  continue ; without 
parliamentary  power ; every  evil  meafure  derived  argument^, 
energy  and  efTence  from  this  unconrtu.utuuia’  fund.  If  a 
country  gentleman  complained  of  the  expences  of  rhi3.crowmj. 
he  was  told  a frugal  government  Ci  uid  go  Oii  without  a. 
parliament,  and  that  we  held  our  exifter  e,-  by  withholding 
the  difeharge  of  our  ciuty.  However,  though  the  funds 
were  granted  for  ever,  the  provihon  for  the  colledlion  was 
inadequate  ; the  fmuggler  learned  to  evade  the  penalties, 
and  parliament,  though  not  necelTary  for  granting  the  he- 
reditary revenue,  became  necefiary  for  its  colleclions.  Here 
then  we  reft  on  three  pillars  : the  annual  mutiny  bill,  the 
annual  additional  fupply,  and  the  annual  colleclion  of  the 
revenue.  If  you*remove  all  thefe,  this  fabric  falls  5 remove 
any  one  of  them,  and  it  totters  ; for  it  is  not  the  mace,  nor 
the  chair,  nor  this  dome,  but  the  deliberate  voice  refident 
therein  that  conftitutes  the  eflence  of  parliament.  Clog  your 
deliberations,  and  you  are  no  longer  a parliament,  with  a 
thoufand  gaudy  furviving  circumftances  of  fhew  and  au- 
thority. 

Contemplate  for  a moment  the  powers  this  bill  prefumes 
to  perpetuate  ; a perpetual  repeal  of  trial  by  jury ; a perpetual 
repeal  of  the  great  charter  ; a perpetual  writ  of  aftiftance  ; a 
perpetual  felony  to  ftrike  an  excifeman  ! The 
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The  late  Chief  Baron  Burgh,  fpeaking  on  the  revenue  bill, 
exclaimed,  you  give  to  the  dipping  rule,  what  you  (hould 
deny  to  the  fceptre.’* 

All  the  unconftitutional  powers  of  the  excife  we  are  to. 
perpetuate,  the  conftitutional  powers  of  parliament  we  are  to 
abdicate.  Can  we  do  all  this?  can  we  make  thefe  bulky 
furrenders,  in  diminution  of  the  power,  in  derogation  of  the 
pride  of  parliament,  and  in  violation  of  thofe  eternal  relation- 
ihips,  which  the  body  that  reprefents  fliourd  bear  to  the 
community  which  conflltutes  f 

The  pretence  given  for  this  unconftitutional  idea  is  weak 
indeed  ; that  as  the  benefits  are  permanent,  fo  fiiould  be  the 
compenfation.  But  trade  laws  are  to  follow  their  nature, 
revenue  laws  to  follow  their’s.  On  the  permanent  nature  of 
commercial  advantages  depends  the  faith  of  trade,  on  the 
limited  nature  of  revenue  laws  depends  the  exiftence  of 
parliament  ; but  the  error  of  the  argument  arifes  from  the 
vice  of  dealing.  It  is  a market  fora  confiitutlon,  and  a logic 
applicable  to  barter  only,  is  applied  to  freedom.  To  qualify 
this  dereliflion  of  every  principle  and  power,  the  furrender 
is  made  conftitutional ; that'is,  the  Britifh  nfiarket  for  the 
Irifti  conftitution,  the  Ihadow  of  a market  for  the  fubftance 
ofaconftitution  1 You  are  to  referve  an  option,  trade  or  liber- 
ty ; if  you  mean  to  come  to  the  Britilh  market  you  muft  pafs 
under  the  Britifli  yoke.  1 objefi  to  this  principle  in  every 
fliape,  whether  you  are,  as  the  refolution  was  firft  worded, 
direflly  to  transfer  legifiative  power  to  the  Britifli  parliament ; 
whether,  as  it  was  afterwards  altered,  you  are  to  covenant  to 
fubferibe  her  afls ; or  whether,  as  it  is  now  foftened,  you 
are  to  take  the  cliance  of  the  Britifh  market,  fo  long  as  you 
wave  the  blefiings  of  the  Britifh  conftitution — terms  dif- 
bonourable,  derogatory,  incapable  of  forming  the  foundation 
•)f  any  fair  and  friendly  fettlement,  injurious  to  the  political 
norality  of  the  nation ; I would  not  harboyr  a ftavifb  princi- 
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pie,  nor  give  it  the  horpltality  of  a night’s  lodging  in  a land 
of  liberty  ! Slavery  is  like  any  other  vice,  tolerate  and  you 
embrace  *,  you  (houid  guard  your  conftitution  by  fettled  max^ 
ims  of  honour,  as  well  as  wholefome  rules  of  law;  and  one 
maxim  fhould  be,  never  to  tolerate  a condition  which  trench- 
es on  the  privilege  of  parliament,  or  derogates  from  the 
pride  of  the  ifland.  Liberal  in  matters  of  revenue,  pradlica- 
ble  in  matters  of  commerce  ; on  thefe  fubje(Sls  I would  be 
inexorable;  if  the  genius  of  Old  England  came  to  that  bar, 
with  the  Britilh  conftitution  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other 
an  offer  of  all  that  England  retains,  or  all  that  Ihe  has  loft  of 
commerce,  I fhould  turn  my  back  on  the  latter,  and  pay  my 
obeifance  to  the  bleffings  of  her  conftitution,  for  that  confti- 
tution will  give  you  commerce,  and  it  was  the  lofs  of  that 
conftitution  that  deprived  you  of  commerce.  Why  are  you 
not  now  a woollen  country?  becaufe another  country  regula- 
ted your  trade.  Why  are  you  not  now  a country  of  re-export  ? 
becaufe  another  country  regulated  your  navigation.  I oppofe 
the  original  terms  as  flavifh,  and  I oppofe  the  conditional 
claufe  as  an  artful  way  of  introducing  flavery,  of  foothing  an 
high  fpirited  nation  into  fubmiflion  by  the  ignominious  delu- 
fton  that  fhe  may  fliake  off  the  yoke  when  fhe  pleafes,  and 
once  more  become  a free  people.  The  dire£l  uneonftitutional 
propofition  could  not  have  been  liftened  to,  and  therefore  re- 
fort is  had  to  the  only  poflible  chance  of  deftroying  the  li- 
berty of  the  people,  by  holding  up  the  bright  reverfion  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  the  fpeculation  of  future  liberty,  as 
a confolation  for  the  prefent  fubmiflion.  But  would  any  gen- 
tleman here  wear  a livery  to-night,  becaufe  he  might  lay  it 
afide  in  the  morning  ? or  would  this  houfc  fubftitute  another, 
becaufe  next  year  it  might  refume  its  authority,  and  once  more 
become  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ? I do  not  believe  we  (hall 
get  the  Britifh,  but  I do  not  want  to  make  an  experiment  on 
the  Britifh  market,  by  making  an  experiment  likewife  on  the 
conftitution  and  fplrit  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  But  do  not  im- 
agine 
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agine  If  you  fliall  yield  for  a year,  yoii  will  get  fo  eafily  clear 
of  this  inglorious  experiment;  if  this  is  not  the  Britifh  market, 
why  accept  the  adjuftment  ? and  if  it  is,  the  benefit  tliereof  may 
take  your  deliberative  voice.  You  will  be  bribed  out  of  your 
conftitution  by  your  commerce;  there  are  two  ways  of  taking 
away  free  will,  the  one  by  direct  compulfion,  the  other  by 
eftablifliing  a prtcpollent  motive.  Thus  a fervant  of  the  crown 
may  lofe  his  free  will,  when  he  is  to  give  his  vote  at  the  ha- 
zard of  his  office,  and  thus  a parliament  would  lofe  its  free- 
will, if  it  afted  under  a conviction  that  it  exercifed  its 
deliberative  function  at  the  rifle  of  its  commerce.  No  one 
queftion  would  (land  upon  its  own  legs,  but  each  queftion 
would  involve  every  conflderation  of  trade,  and  indeed  the 
whole  relative  fltuation  of  two  countries.  And  I befeecli 
you  to  confider  that  fltuation,  and  contemplate  the  powers  of 
your  own  country,  before  you  agree  to  fiirrender  them. 
Recoiled  that  you  have  now  a right  to  trade  with  the  Britifli 
plantations,  in  certain  articles,  without  reference  to  Britifh  du- 
ties; that  you  havea  jight  to  trade  with  the  Britifh  plantati- 
ons in  every  other  article,  fubjed  to  the  Britifli  duties ; that 
you  have  a right  to  get  clear  of  each  and  of  every  part  of  that 
bargain ; that  you  have  a right  to  take  the  produce  of  foreign 
plantations,  fubjed  to  your  own  unflipulated  duties;  that  you 
have  a right  to  carry  on  a free  and  unqualifled  trade  with  the 
United  States  of  North  America  ; that  you  have  a right  to  car- 
ry on  an  experimental  trade  In  countries  contiguous  to  which 
Great  Britain  has  eftabllfhed  her  monopolies,  the  power  of  trade 
this,  and  an  inftrument  of  power  and  ftation  and  authority  in 
the  Britifh  empire ! Confider  that  you  have  likewife  a right  to 
the  exclufive  fupply  of  your  own  market,  and  to  the  excluflve 
referve  of  the  rudiment  of  your  manufadures.  That  you 
have  an  abfolute  dominion  over  the  public  purfe  and  over  the 
colledion  of  the  revenue.  If  you  ask  me  how  you  fiiall  ufe 
thefc  powers,  I fay  for  Ireland  wdth  due  regardtothe  Britifh 
nation^  let  them  be  governed  by  the  fpirit  of  concord^  and 

with 
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with  fidelity  to  the  conne^fion  ; but  when  the  mover  of  the 
bill  asks  me  to  fiuTCRder  thofe  powers,  I am  aftonifhed  at 
him.  I have  neither  ears,  nor  eyes,  nor  functions  to  make 
fiicha  facrifice.  What ! that  free  trade,  for  which  we  exer- 
tedevery  nerve  in  1779,  that  free  conftitiition  for  which  we 
pledged  life  and  fortune  in  1782!  Our  lives  are  at  the  fervice  of 
the  empire  *,  but — our  liberties  I No — we  received  them  from 
our  Father,  which  is  in  Heaven,  and  we  will  hand  them 
down  to  our  children^  But  if  gentlemen  can  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  mlfchlef  of  thefe  proportions,  are  they  convin- 
ced of  their  fafety  ? the  fafety  of  giving  up  the  government 
of  your  trade  ? No  ! the  milchief  is  prominent,  but  the  ad- 
vantage is  of  a mod:  enigmatical  nature.  Have  gentlemen 
conddered  the  fubje(fl,  have  they  traced  even  the  map  of  the 
countries,  the  power  or  freedom  of  trading  with  whom  they 
are  to  furrender  for  ever  ? Have  they  traced  the  map  of  Afia, 
Africa,  and  America  ? Do  they  know  the  French,  Dutch, 
Portuguefe,  and  Spanifli  fettlements  ? Do  they  know  the 
neutral  powers  of  thofe  countries,  their  produce,  aptitudes, 
and  difpofitions  ? Have  they  confidered  the  ftate  of  North 
America  ? its  prefent  ftate,  future  growth,  and  every  oppor* 
tunity  in  the  endlefs  fucceflion  of  time  attending  that  nurfe 
of  commerce  and  afylum  of  mankind?  Are  they  now  compel 
tent  to  declare  on  the  part  of  themfelves  and  all  their  pof- 
terity,  that  a free  trade  to  thofe  regions  will  never  in  the 
efflux  of  time  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ? 
If  they  have  information  on  thisfubje6l,  it  muft  be  by  a 
communication  with  God,  for  they  have  none  with  man  *,  it 
muft  be  infpiration,  for  it  cannot  be  knowledge.  In  fuch 
circumftances  to  fubfcribe  this  agreement,  without  know^^ 
ledge,  without  even  the  affectation  of  knowledge,  when 
Great  Britain  with  all  her  experience  and  every  means  of 
information  from  Eaft  Indies,  Weft  Indies,  America,  and 
with  the  official  knowledge  of  Ireland  at  her  feet,  has  taken 
fix  months  to  deliberate,  and  has  now  produced  twenty 
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refolutions  with  an  hiflory  to  each,  amounting  to  a code  of 
empire,  not  a fyftem  of  commerce  : I fay  In  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  for  Ireland  to  fuWeribe  this  agreement  would  be  infatuati- 
on, an  infatuation  to  which  the  nation  could  not  be  a party, 
but  would  appear  to  be  concluded  or  indeed  huddled  with 
ail  her  pofterity  Into  a fallacious  arrangement,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  without  the  deliberation  of  parliament, 
or  the  confent  of  the  people  ! This  would  appear  the  more 
Inexcufable,  becaufe  we  are  not  driven  to  it  ; adjuftment  is 
not  indlfpenfable ; the  great  points  have  been  carried ! an 
inferior  queftion  about  the  home  market  has  been  ftarted 
and  a commercial  fever  artificially  raifed,  but  while  the  great 
points  remain  undifturbed,  the  nations  cannot  be  committed  ; 
the  manufa(Slurers  applied  for  protefling  duties,  and  have 
failed  ; the  minifter  offered  a fyftem  of  reciprocity,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  in  Ireland,  but  has  failed  in  England*,  he  makes  you 
another  offer  inconfiftent  with  the  former,  which  offer  the 
Englifh  do  not  fupport,  and  the  Irifti  deprecate. 

We  can  go  on,  we  have  a growing  profperlty,  and  as  yet 
an  exemption  from  intolerable  taxes  ; we  can  from  time  to 
time  regulate  our  own  commerce,  cherifli  our  manufactures, 
keep  down  our  taxes,  and  bring  on  our  people,  and  brood 
over  the  growing  profperlty  of  Young  Ireland.  In  the  mean 
time  we  will  guard  our  free  trade  and  free  eonftitution  as  our 
only  real  refources  ; they  were  the  ftruggles  of  great  virtue, 
the  refult  of  much  perfeverance,  and  our  broad  bafe  of  pub- 
lic adlion ! We  fhould  recolle<ft  that  this  Houfe  may  now, 
with  peculiar  propriety,  interpofe,  becaufe  you  did  with 
great  zeal  and  fuccefs,  on  this  very  fubje(ft  of  trade,  bring  on 
the  people^  and  you  did  with  great  prudence  and  moderation, 
on  another  occafion,  check  a certain  defeription  of  the  people, 
and  you  are  now  called  upon  by  confiftency  to  defend  the 
people.  Thus  mediating  between  extremes,  you  will  pre- 
fsrve  this  ifland  long,  and  preferve  her  with  a certain  degree 

of 
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renown.  Thus  faithful  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country, 
you  will  command  and  infurc  her  tranquillity,  for  our  bell 
authority  with  the  people  is,  protection  afforded  againft  the 
minifters  of  the  crown.  It  is  not  public  clamour  but  public 
injury  that  fliould  alarm  yoii ; your  high  ground  of  expoftu- 
lation  with  your  fellow-fubje£ts  has  been  your  fervices  ; 
the  free  trade  you  have  given  the  merchant,  and  the  free 
conftitution  you  havp  given  the  ifland  ! Make  your  third 
great  effort,  preferve  them,  and  with  them  preferve  unaltered 
your  own  calm  fenfe  of  public  right,  the  dignity  of  the 
parliament,  the  majefty  of  the  people,  and  the  powers  of  the 
' ifland  ! Keep  them  unfullied,  uncovenanted,  uncircumfcri- 
bed,  and  unftipendiary  ! Thefe  paths  are  the  paths  to  glory ; 
and  let  me  add,  thefe  ways  are  the  ways  of  peace  ; fo  fliall 
the  profperity  of  your  country,  though  without  a tongue  to 
thank  you,  yet  laden  with  the  bleffings  of  conftitution  and  of 
commerce,  bear  atteftation  to  your  fervices,  and  wait  on 
your  progrefs  with  involuntary  praife  !” 

The  limits  of  this  vvork  will  not  admit  a farther  Infertion 
of  the  debates  which  took  place  on  this  queftion — the  princi- 
pal arguments  on  either  fide  may  be  collected  from  what  has 
been  dated — we  fhall  therefore  only  obferve  that  upon  a di- 
vifion  leave  was  at  length  given  to  bring  in  the  bill ; — for  it 
127, — againft  it,  128.^ 

Whilft  thefe  proceedings  were  pending,  the  public  mind 
feem’d  much  divided  on  the  fubjedl — the  terms  propofed  did 
not  feem  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  trading  part  of  the 
community,  feveral  petitions  were  prefented  to  parliament  in 
both  countries  againft  the  propofitions  being  pafs’d  into  a 
law — almoft  every  county  In  Ireland  exprefs’d  its  difappro- 
bation — tho’  a few  favourable  addrefles  were  by  feme  means 
procured. — 

Vol.  II.  F • The 
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The  fmall  majority  in  favour  of  fo  important  a meafure^i 
ivas  looked  upon  as  a defeat ; and  accordingly,  altho*  Mr. 
Orde  afterwards  moved  to  have  the  bill  read  a firft  time,, 
and  to  be  printed,  yet  he  declared  he  would  not  proceed 
any  farther  in  the  bufinefs,  during  the  prefent  fcffionj  nor 
at  all,  unlefs  the  kingdom  in  general  fbould  grow  to  a better 
liking  of  the  meafure,  which  he  was  confident,  upon  a fur- 
ther and  more  temperate  re-confideration  of  its  principles, 
would  obtain  their  approbation.  » 

Thus  terminated  the  intended  commercial  arrangement 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  after  having  exercifed 
the  attention  of  both  countries  for  upwards  of  feven  monthsb  ^ 

On  the  5th  of  Sept,  the  houfe  of  commons  met  purfuant 
to  adjournment,  when  the  Clerk  of  the  houfe  read  the  fol- 
lowing Letter  from  the  Speaker.— 

Gtntkmen* ' y 

advanced  age,  the  decline  of  my  ftrenglh,  and  what 
I feared  mofi,  of  my  underftanding,  have  determined  me, 
before  my  imperfedlions  become  more  apparent,  to  retire 
from  that  high  ftation  to  which  your  favour  had  railed  me. 

<<  To  thefe  perfonal  confiderations  let  nle  add  one  of  much 
more  moment,  the  hazard  of  an  interruption  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  public  by  my  infirmities.  Thefe  motives  have 
induced  me  to  requefi,  that  you  will  accept  my  refignation 
of  that  high  office  with  which  you  honoured  me,  and  eleft 
another  gentleman  in  my  room  ; and  give  me  leave, 
gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  my  moft  humble 
and  grateful  acknowledgements  to  you  for  your  tendernefs 
and  indulgence  to  my  errors,  and  for  the  conftant  and 
honourable  fupport  which  you  have  given  me  in  the  dlf- 
charge  of  my  duty  during  the  ccurfe  of  fourteeri  years  and 
" «« upwards^ 
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Upwards,  the  memory  of  which  can  never  be  erafed  from 
my  mind.  1 am,  with  the  utmoft  refpecl,  and  the  moft 
fincere  affcfhon, 

“ GentiemeUj 

Your  mofl  obliged,  and 
««  Moft  obedient  fervant, 

« EDMO?^D  SEXTON  PERY.’’ 

The  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Orde  faid,  he  with  ^ 
much  relu6\ance  was  obliged  to  inform  the  Hoitfe,  that  his 
Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  alfo  received  a letter  to  the 
lame  e&dt.  He  expreffed  the  deepeft  concern  that  the  nati- 
on fhould  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  flie  ha'd  long  received 
from  the  wifddm  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Pery.  He  would  not, 
he  faid,  attempt  to  enter  into  an  eulogium  oh  the  merits  of 
n man;  vvhorh,  though  he  had  lefs  opportunities  of  judging 
than  almoft  any  other  member  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  been 
ufed  to  think  of  with  the  higheft  .venerationj  and  whofe 
condu^l:  in  the  chair;  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  had  e- 
ftablifhed  his  reputation,  ahd  demanded  the  higheft  of  praife  5 
he  would  endeavour  to  provide  a fuccefTor  worthy  ofTucfi  a 
tnan  ; and  in  naming  His  right  honble.  friend,  Mr.  Fofter,  he 
had  an  honeft  pride  in  reflecting  how  highly  that  gentleman’s 
character  ftood  in  the  eftimation  of  the  Houfe  ; how  many 
and  how  great  proofs  he  has  given  of  his  exalted  talents,  eX- 
tenlive  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  and  unfliaken  integrity  •,  qua- 
lities for  which  he  tf  ufted  he  would  be  diftinguiflied,  and  of 
which  this  nation  would  enjoy  the  fruits,  long  after  he  [Mr. 
Orde]  fhould  ceafe  to  be  a witnefs  of  them.  He  lamented, 
however,  that  another  high  department  muft  now  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  benefit  of  thofe  qualities;  but  when  he  confidered 
how  peculiarly  adapted  they  were  to  preferve  order,  and  give 
dignity  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
would  not  hefltate  to  move,  The  Right  Honourable  John 
Fofter  do  n,ov/  take  the  chair  as  Speaker  of  this  Houfe. 
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Lord  Kilwarlin  feconded  the  motion. 

Piie  Cleric  then  put  the  qneftion,  which  pafTed  unahi- 
mOufly  in  the  afhinative,  and  the  Right  Honourable  John 
Fofter  was,  by  Mr.  Orde  and  Lord  Kilwarlin,  conduaed  to 
the  chair.  ^ 

At  the  clofe  of  the  Selhon  the  following  addrefs  was  voted 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenants 

To  his  Grace  Charles  duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieute- 
nant General,  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland  ; 
the  humble  Address  of  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gesses, in  Pariiatnent  afiembled. 

Tviay  it  pleafe  your  Graccy 

We,  his  Majehy’s  mofr  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^s,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  afTembled,  beg  leave 
liumbly  to  exprefs  to  your  Grace,  with  unafFefled  warmth, 
the  fatisfaefion  which  we  feel  in  every  opportunity  of  teftih- 
jiig  Gur  refpeci  for  your  perfon,  and  our  attachment  to  your 
government.  We  cannot  reflect  upon  your  Grace’s  confiant 
attention  to  the  happinefs  and%velfareofthIs  kingdom,  without 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  his  Majefty,  that  his  Majefty 
nas  been  pleafed  to  give  us  fo  acceptable  a proof  of  his  royal 
favour  as  continuing  your  Grace  in  the  government  of  Ire- 
land. The  generous  humanity  of  difpolition,  and  high  fenfe 
of  honour  which  diltinguifh  your  Grace’s  private  chara^ler, 
have,  in  conjunction  with  veur  hereditary  fpirit  and  firmnefs, 
endeared  you  to  the  nation,  by  their  happy  influence  on  your 
public  conduct. 

We  humbly  defire  your  Grace  to  accept  our  fincere 
thanks  for  thofe  exertions,  which  in  confequence  of  our  u- 
nanimous  addrefs,  and  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  com- 
\mflnds,  your  Grace  employed,  during  the  laft  interval  be- 
tween 
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tween  our  fefiions,  in  preparing  a plan  of  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  Great  Britain.  Wears  aware  that  the  utniofc 
delicacy  and  caution  are  necelTary  for  the  condu£l  of  meafurea 
in  which  the  rights  and  ititereft  of  both  kingdoms  are  equally 
concerned,  and  muftbe  equally  regarded  ; and  we  entertain 
a juft  fenfe  of  the  attention  your  Grace  has  manifefted  to  this 
principle,  that  their  completion  ftrould  depend  upon  the  pub- 
lic fatisfatftion.  We  truft  therefore  that  the  further  conftde- 
ration  of  this  fubje<ft  v.dll  be  purfued  with  that  temper,  that 
fpirit  of  conciliation,  and  that  impartial  attention  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  whole  empire,  which  alone  can  enfure 
permanency  to  any  fyftem,or  enable  the  wifdom  of  parliament 
to  perfedl  fuch  an  equal,  reciprocal  and  juft  arrangement  as 
may  unite  both  kingdoms  for  ever  in  intereft,  and  pre- 
ferve  in  each  a firm  donfidence  of  mutual  aftedlion. 

It  is  our  zealous  and  ardent  wifti  that  your  Grace  may 
long  continue  in  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  con- 
template, with  growing  pride  and  fatisfaclion,  the  fuccefsfuL 
effedt  of  your  government,  in  the  increafing  afFedion  of  a 
generous  people,  and  in  the  prdgreftive  harmony  and  ftrength 
of  the  empire. 

On  7th  Septr.  the  Lord  Lieutenant  concluded  the  Sefllons 
with  the  following  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen 

Although  the  very  advanced  feafon  of  the  year  renders  ' 
It  expedient  to  conclude  the  prefent  fefiion  of  Parliament,  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  the  great  obje(n;  of  adjufting  a commercial 
intercourfe  with  Great  Britain  has  not  in  vain  engaged  your> 
attention,  and  protra£led  your  deliberations.  You  have  re- 
peatedly exprelled  your  vvifties  for  the  attainment  of  an  equi- 
table fettlement,  and  I have  the  fatisfadion  to  oblerve  that 
you  continue  to  be  imprefted  with  the  true  fenfe  of  itsnecefflty 
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and  importance.  You  will  have  now  the  fuileft  lelfure  to 
purfue/"  our  conhderation  of  the  fubjeain  private,  wlththay 
dirpaffionate  affiduity  which  it  fo  eminently  deferves.” 

Gentlemen  cf  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

“ I am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty^s  name,  for  the  libe- 
ral provifion  you  have  made  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the 
honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  government.  In  your 
generous  contribution  of  fupplies  you  have  not  lefs  confulted 
the  dignity  of  his  crown  than  the  real  interefts  of  his  people. 
The  neceffity  of  preventing  the  accumulation  of  debt  cannot 
be  too  ftrongly  enforced,  and  it  fliall  be  my  earneft  and  con- 
ftant  endeavour  to  renderyour  wife  exertions  for  this  falutary 
pufpofe  effe<ftual  and  permanent, ' ' " / 

My  Lords  ctfid  Gent  km  en^ 

I feel  the  truefi:  fatisfaclion  in  obferving  the  various  be- 
neficial laws  which  have  pafTed  during  this  feffion,  and  the 
wholefome  efFecls  of  your  wifdom  in  the  returning  tranquillity 
and  induflry, 'and  ip  the  riling  profperity  of  the  kingdom. 
The  conduct  of  Parliament  Has  had  its  juft  influence,  their 
deliberate  fpirit  and  approved  attention  at  all  times  to  the 
public  welfare  has  infpired  the  people  with  full  confidence 
in  the  legiftature,  and  will  teach  them  to  confider  their  true 
interefts  withcalmnefs  and  diferetion.” 

“ The  nobleft  obj«£t  to  which  I can  dire(ft  ray  attention, 
and  which  v;ill  ever  conftitute  the  happinefs  and  pride  of  my 
life,  is  the  eftabilfhment  of  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  by  ex- 
tending and  fecuring  her  commerce,  and  by  cementing  and 
perpetuatit!g  her'corinefliontvith  Great  Britan.  And  I truft 
you  will  continually  cherilh  this  fentiment  in  the  national 
mind,  that  the  liability  and  ftrength  of  the  empire  can  a- 
lone  be  ultimately  infured  by  uniting  the  interefts  and  ob- 
jects of  both  kingdoms  in  general  and  equitable  fyftem  of  re-  - 
ciprocal  and  common  advantage.’’ 

And 
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And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  that  it  was  his 
Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  pleafure  that  this  Parlia- 
ment be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  22d  Day  of  Novem- 
ber next ; and  the  Parliament  was  accordingly  prorogu- 
ed to  Tuefday  the  2 2d  day  of  November  next. 


I 
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opening  of  the  feffion  of  178^ — Lord  Lieutenant  s fpecch — dlftm> 
hances  by  the  Right-boys — proceedings  oj  the  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy — hill  for  better  execution  of  the  law — debates  thereon — = 
petition  againfl  it — prcpofalfor  a national  fyflem  of  education — 
fate  of  the  naiiojial  debt  in  1786 — SpeahcRs  fpeech  onprefenting 
the  money  hills — principal  acts  pajjed — conclufion  of  the  feffion. 

rjP' 

Jl^  HE  defeat  which  Mr.  Orders  commercial  bill  thus  met 
with,  appear’d  to  give  general  fatisfadlion  to  the  greater  part 
of  both  countries; — -And  on  the  19th  January,  1786, 
parliament  again  affembled,  when  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  addrefsed  both  hoyfes  as  follows. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  ^ / 

* It  is  with  great  fatisfadlion,  that,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majefty’s  command?,  I meet  you  again  in  Parliament.  You 
will,  I am  perfuaded,  give  your  utmoft  attention  to  the  vari- 
ous objefls  of  public  concern  which  require  your  confiderati- 
on.  Your  natural  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  and 
a juft  fenfe  of  her  real  interefts,  will  diredt  all  your  delibe- 
rations, and  point  out  to  you  the  line  of  conduct  which  may 
be  moft  conducive  to  the  public  advantage,  and  to  that  laft** 
ing  cOniiedlion  between  the  lifter  kingdoms,  fo  elTential  to 
the  profperlty  of  both. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons^ 

I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  other  ncceftary 
papers  to  be  laid  before  you.  The  principle  which  you  fo 

wifely 
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wUely  eftabllHied,  pf  preventing  the  accumulation  of  the 
national  debt,  will,  I hope,  appear  already  to  have  proved 
fuccefsful  ; and  I entertain  no  doubt  that  your  wirdom  will 
perfevere  in  meafures  which  in  their  operation  promife  fuck 
beneficial  efiedts.  His  Majefty  relies  with  confidence  upon 
your  grant  of  fucli  fupplies  as  aro  necelFary  for  the  public 
fervice,  and  for  the  honourable  fupport  of  his  govern^ 
ment. 

• My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

A fyftematic  improvement  of  the  police,  and  a vigorous 
execution  of  the  laws,  are  eflential  not  only  to  the  due 
colle<Slion  of  the  public  revenue,  but  to  the  fecurity  of  pri- 
vate property,  and  indeed  to  the  proteclion  of  fociety.  The 
frequent  outrages  which  have  been  committed  in  fome  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  will  particularly  call  your  attention  to  this 
important  obje^l.  , 

It  is  unnecefiary  for  me  to  recommend  the  Protefiant 
Charter-Schools  to  your  protedlion,  or  to  enumerate  the 
happy  effefts  which  may  be  derived  from  your  continued  at- 
tention to  the  Linen  and  other  Manufadlures,  to  the  Agri- 
culture, and  to  the  Pifheries  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  fuch 
meafures  as  may  animate  the  induftry,  extend  the  educati- 
on, and  improve  the  morals  of  the  people. 

,1 

‘‘  It  will  ever  be  my  ambition  to  promote  the  real  interefts 
of  Ireland,  and  to  contribute,  by  all  the  means  in  my  power, 
towards  efiablifliing  its  future  profperity  on  the  fureft  and 
mofi;  lafting  foundation.” 

The  fpeech  particularly  recommends  attention  to  frequent 
outrages  which  had  been  committed  in  fome  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  a fyftematic  improvement  of  police,  and 
vigorous  execution  of  the  laws, 

Th« 
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The  outrages  here  attended  to,  were  committed  by  a mif? 
guided  fet  of  people,  who  were  guilty  of  many  atrocious 
offences,  particularly  in  and  about  the  County  of  Kilkenny, 
and  who  denominated  themfelves  Right  Boys. — On  this  oc- 
caGon,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  exerted  themfelves,  as 
on  limilar  occafions,  to  fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  licentioufnels 
and  depredation  which  had  fpread  thro*  the  lower  rank  of 
people,  and  the  following  inftrucfions  were  fent  by  Dr.  Troy, 
then  R.  C.  Bilhop  of  OiTory,  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocefs. 

To  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  oj  the  Diocefs  of  Offer y. 

V en.  Brethren  in  Chrljl  fefusy 

Notwithftanding  the  uniform  Doflrine  of  the  Catholic 
Church  concerning  the  invalidity  of  combination-Oaths  in 
general,  and  of  the  late  one  adminiftered  by  perfons,  calling 
themfelves  Right-BoyS  in  particular,  has  been  frequently  ex- 
plained, I am  extremely  concerned  to  hear,  that  fome  of 
our  deluded  People  who  have  taken  faid  wicked  Oath,  think 
or  feem  to  think  themfelves  obliged  to  obferve  it.  ._  In  order 
to  remove  this  great  Error,  equally  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  Society  and  Religion,  I think  it  neceffary  to  require  each 
and  every  one  of  You  (as  I do  hereby)  to  declare  in  the 
name  of  God  and  our  holy  Church,  from  your  refpeeflive 
Altars,  that  the  aforefaid  right- Boy-Oath  is  fo  far  from  being 
binding  in  Confcience,  that  whoever  obftinately  adheres  to 
the  contrary  Opinion,  is  unworthy  of  Catholic  Communion, 
becaufe  he  ads  in  dired,  and  fcandalous  oppofition  to  the 
exprefs  Conimand  of  God,  the  Laws  of  the  Church,  and 
Statutes  of  the  Realm.  You  are  not  therefore  to  adminifter 
any  Sacrament  to  fuch  perfons,  even  when  dying,  as  have 
^aken  faid  Oath,  unlefs  they  lhall  abjure  it  entirely,  and 
promife  to  hold  and  regard  it,  as  null,  and  void,  and  of  no 
Effed.  If  after  this  our  folemn  declaration,  any  perfon  call- 
ing himfelf  a Roman  Catholic,  who  has  already  taken,  o.r 

may 
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hereafter  take  faid  Oath,  (hall  depart  this  Life  after  re- 
futing to  make  the  above  mentioned  Abjuration  and  Promife, 
he  is  to  be  deprived  of  all  the  Rites,  and  Suffrages  of  our 
holy  Church,  and  to  be  looked  upon  in  every  refpe(fl  as  fe- 
parated  from  the  Communion  of  Saints-  I coniide  much  ia 
your  zealous  and  prudent  Endeavours  to  reclaim  thefe  mis- 
guided poor  creatures ; and  hope  our  Efforts  to  procure  their 
Happineis,  and  promote  public  Feace  will,  by  the  Mercy  of 
God,  prove  luccefsful,’^ 

I am  very  fincerely, 

Y'en.  Brethren, 

Your  affectionate  and  moft 

humble  Servant  in  Chrift, 

JOHN  TROY, 

Thefe  efforts  however  were  ineffectual,  and  it  was  thought 
jjeceffary  that  parliament  fiiould  interpofe,  and  prevent  the 
growing  mifehief  by  feme  reftriCtive  ftatute. — Accordingly 
during  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  (20  Mar.  1786,)  the  folicitor 
.General  prefented  a bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law. 

The  Solicitor  General  prefented  a bill  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  law  within  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  certain 
parts  adjacent  thereto,  for  quieting  and  proteCling  poffeffions 
within  this  kingdom,  for  the  more  expeditious  tranfportati- 
on  of  felons,  for  reviving,  continuing  and  amending  certain 
flatutes  therein  mentioned,  and  for  repealing  an  aCt  paffed 
in  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  aCf  for  improving  the  .police  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  5 which  was  received  and  read  the  firff 
time. 

He  faid,  I (hall  now  move  that  this-  bill  be  read  a fecond 
time  to-morrow. — It  is  my  intention  to  move  you,  when  this 
motion  is  carried,  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and  thatits  com- 
mittal be  on  Friday  next. 


Mr.  Stewart 
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Mr.  Ste\v.4rt  (of  Killamoon)  intreated  the  gentlemen  in  I 
adminiftration  not  to  prefs  forward  a matter  of  fuch  impor-  / t 
tance  in  fo  thin  a Houfe,  when  many  gentlemen  were  gone  | 
to  attend  the  aflizes  in  their  different  counties,  and  in  the  . I 
abfence  of  many  others  who  did  not  expecl  this  bill  would 
have  been  brought  forward  this  day,  but  give  time  for 
confidering  a bill-  of  fuch  confequence ; which  was  not  only 
to  affe^f  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  every  county  in  the  king» 
dom. 

ISIr.  Green  faid  he  confidered  the  dillurbances  which  had 
feme  time  fince  taken  place  in  Dublin,  and  the  fpirit  of 
difobedience  to  the  laws  which  at  this  day.  prevailed  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland,  as  calling  loudly  for  the  interference  of 
parliament.  As  to  the  bill  propofed  for  remedying  thefe 
evils,  it  was  fo  plain  that  he  thought  any  man  of  common 
imderftanding  might  comprehend  it  at  firfl  fight,  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  confent  to  delay. 

^ Mr.  CoNOLLY. — It  feems  it  would  be  urged  that  no  per- 
fon  has  a fufpicion  of  the  bill : I fufpeft  the  principles  of  it 
becaufe  I fufpeft  adminiftration — I fufpeef  its  intention, 
becaufe  I fufpecl  adminiftration — I fufpect  an  adminiftration 
that  promifes  this  country  trade,  in  lieu  of  which,  £he  gives 
us  140,000!. in  taxes — I fufpecl  an  adminiftration,  that  when 
we  ask  for  bread  gives  us  a ftone. — And  though  I wifh 
for  order  and  regulation,  ftill  I am  convinced  the  profits 
arifing  from  that  bill  may  be  purchafed  too  dearly — I fee  by 
one  claufe  you  intend  to  take  the  arms  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  volunteers. — When  I reflecl  on  the  memorable  propofiti- 
ons  of  1785,  and  the  fenfible  meafures  propofed  in  1786,  it 
flaggers  my  faith,  and  induces  me  to  fay,  that  furely  the  )' 

people  ought  to  be  confulted  when  you  go  to  alter  the  confti-  ' 

tution. — A bill  of  fuch  magnitude,  to  infift  to  hurry  it  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  Houfe,  fliews  there  is  a fnake  In  thcgrafs,  to  crufh 
which  every  gentleman  ought  to  attend. 

Notwithftanding  the  arguments  of  feveral  gentlemen  in 
oppofition  to  the  meafure,  the  queftion  for  reading  the  bill  a 
fecond  time  on  the  following  day — was  carried  without  any 

divifion.- A few  days  after  a petition  of  the  freemen  an 

freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  agreed  on  at  a public  meet- 
ing held  purfuant  to  notice,  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  on 
Saturday  the  25th  of  March,  1786,  and  figned  by  the  high 
flieriffs  of  the  faid  city,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read, 
fetting  forth  that  the  petitioners  have  beheld  with  the  deep- 
efb  concern  a bill  recently  introduced  into  the  Houfe,  en- 
. titled,  A bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law  within 
the  city  of  Dublin,  and  certain  parts  adjacent  thereto,  and 
for  quieting  and  protecting  pofTeffions  within  this  kingdom, 
for  the  more  expeditious  tranfportaticn  of  felons,  for  revi- 
ving,  continuing  and  amending  certain  ftatutes  therein  men- 
tioned, and  for  repealing  an  a6t  palled  in  the  feventeenth  and 
eighteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefentMajelly,  entitled 
an  a£l  for  improving  the  city  of  Dublin,”  which  manlfeflly 
tends  to  fubvert  public  liberty  in  the  mull  elTential  points  ; 
that  this  bill,  if  palTed  into  a law,  would  give  a very  great 
additional  and  moll  dangerous  influence  to  the  crown,  in 
matters  which  intimately  regard  not  only  political  freedom 
but  the  perfonal  liberty  and  domeftic  quiet  of  individuals,  an 
influence  which  every  honeft  Irilliman  feels  to  be  at  leaft  as 
extenfive  as  is  confiftent  with  the  fafety  cf  the  conftitution  j 
that  the  commiflioners  of  police  and  other  magiftrates  to 
carry  the  purpofes  of  this  bill  into  execution,  holding  their 
places  at  the  will  of  the  minifter,  may  become  dangerous  in- 
ftruments  in  their  hands,  wherewith  to  harrafs  all  thofe  per- 
fons  within  their  jurifdiclion  who  may  conftitutionally  op- 
pofe  any  minifterial  fcheme,  however  ruinous  to  the  inter- 
ells  of  their  country  : that  fuch  a law  would  be  grievous  in 
point  of  taxation  in  this  kingdom,  already  heavih^  opprefled 

by 
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by  its  provHions  for  burdenfome  eftablifhmentfr ; the  petiti- 
oners therefore  do  moft  eorneftly  entreat  the  Houfe  to  enter- 
tain no  longer  a bill  which  mud:  deftroy  the  independence  of 
the  city,  and  reduce  the  firfr  corporation  of  the  kingdom 
tinder  the  influence  of  the  minifter  ; and  do  alfc  pray  that 
they  may  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  counfel  againft  th'e  faid 
bill. 

This  petition  however  was  rejejEled,  and  the  bill  was  pafT^ 
ed  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 

The  next  fubject  of  national  Importance,  alluded  to  in 
his  Excellency’s  fpeech,  was  that  of  Public  Education  : — 
concerning  which  Mr.  Orde,  on  the  6th  day  of  April/ 

j^ddrefTed  the  Houfe,  and  faid,- he  held  in  his  hand 

feme  refolutions,  and  an  addrefs,  upon  a fubjecl  of  very 
high  concern  to  the  nation,  which  he  had  mentioned  yefter- 
day,  the  improvement  of  the  education  of  youth.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  refolutions  was  to'  extend  the  means  of  education 
at  a cheap  rate,  that  fev/  perfons  fliould  be  excluded  from 
its  advantages.  He  was  aware  that  there  are  feveral  en- 
dowed fchools  thoughout  the  kingdo'fn,  and  Come  of  them' 
rich,  but  their  very  opulence  was  the  chief  caufe  that  de- 
feated the  intention  of  their  founders  ; for  the  mafters  of 
fome  of  the  beft  endowed  fchools,  content  with  receiving 
their  falaries,  either  did  no  duty  at  all,  or  in  fo  carelefs  a 
manner,  that  the  youth  of  the  kingdom  derived  very  little 
advantage  from  it.  He  would  not  therefore  propofe  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  common  manner,  by  endowing  fchools  for  the 
benefit  of  mafters,  but  rather  hoped  fome  method  might  be 
adopted  to  help  or  fupport  ycung  people  under  a courfe  of  e- 
ducation,  not  merely  by  paying  the  mafter,  but  by  affifting 
the  fcholars  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge,  and  afterwards  to 
encourage  fcholars  ib  formed  to  become  teachers,  riling  in 
fucceilion.  This  he  thought  might  be  done  at  an  expence 
fmall  indeed  when  compared  to  the  benefits^which  the  nation 
muft  derive  from  it.  However,  that  the  Houfe  might  pro- 
ceed 
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cced  with  proper  caution,  and  with  that  delicacy  and  regard 
which  is  due  to  the  property  of  individuals,  he  would  move, 
iirh,  a refolution  declaratory  of  the  principle  on  which  he 
intended  to  proceed,  and  afterwards  an  addrefs,  by  which 
l>e  hoped  to  acquire  the  means  of  carrying  that  principle  in- 
to practice. — He  then  moved,  “ that  the  national  foundation 
of  one  or  more  public  fchools,  with  regulations  adapted 
thereto,  for  facilitating  and  extending  to  the  youth  of  this 
kingdom  the  means  of  good  education,  would  be  of  great 
public  utility/' 

It  was  then  refolved,  nem.  con,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  requefting  that 
his  Grace  will  be  pleafed  to  give  direflions  for  the  preparing 
plans  of  the  neceflary  arrangements  for  eftablifhing  public 
fchools,  with  an  eftimate  of  the  expence  thereof,  accompa- 
nied with  obfervations  refpefling  the  fituations  moft  proper 
for  the  fame. 

It  was  then  ordered, — that  the  proper  perlons  do  make 
Returns  to  the  Houfe  of  the  fchools  of  royal  or  ether  foun- 
-dations  in  the  refpe^live  diocefes  in  this  kingdom,  fpeclfying 
Che  prefent  yearly  value  of  their  refpeflive  endowments,  of 
what  they  confift,  the  names  of  the  mafters  and  afiiftants, 
the  falaries  or  allowances  paid  to  the  mafters,  ulfiers,  aflift- 
ants,  or  other  officers  belonging  to  the  faid  fchools,  as  the 
fame  ftood  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1786,  together  with 
the  number  of  fchoiars,  the  boarders,  and  the  day  fcholars. 

It  was  aifo  ordered,  that  the  regifters  of  the  feveral  dio- 
cefes  do  return  to  this  Houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  next 
feffion,  an  account  of  the  Englifti  fchools  kept  by  the  rec- 
tors or  vicars  in  their  refpe6Iive  diocefes,  with  the  number 
of  fchoiars  therein  refpedively,  on  the  5th  day  of  March, 
3786. 
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However  defirable  a general  fyftem  of  National  Educati- 
on might  be,  what  was  now  propofed  has  never  fince 
been  carried  into  execution; — fcarcely  any  thing  more  was 

heard  on  the  fubje£l. We  fhall  now  briefly  flate 

the  national  debt  of  Ireland,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts  in  the  leflion  of  iy86. 

STATE  OF  THE  DEBT  OF  IRELAND,  1786, 

Principal  due  upon  debentures  at  lady-day,  1786,  927,600  o o 
IHued  at  Michaeims.  1784,  todifcharge  trea.  bills,  15,250  o o 

Making  together,  942,850  o o 

Difcharged  at  Michaelmas  1784,  1.40,860 

at  Chriftrnas,  1784,  11,070 

51,930  o o 

Principal  remaining  due  on  debentures,  L.D.  1 785,  890,920  o o 

Due  upon  Treafury-bills,  Lady-day,  1784.  604,025  o o 

Idued  in  April,  1784,  in  fuch  bills,  - - 2 5,000  o o 

Do,  at  Midfumr.  to  replace  bills  payable  that  day,  138,900  o o 
Alfo  a further  fum  of  - - - 100,000  o o 

And  at  Chriftmas,  a further  fum  of  - 100,000  o o 

. .Making  in  the  whole  967.925  o o 

There  was  paid  at  Midfum.  1784,  1. 14,000  o o 

Alfo  on  Treaf.  bills,  payable  8 3,  5,  6,  14,383  6 8 

154,383  6 S 


Principal  due  in  Treaf.  bills,  at  Lady-day,  1785,  8 13,541  13  4 

Do.  on  debentures  due  in  1 785,  brought  forward,  890,920  o o 
Principal  of  cancelled  debentures,  forming  bank  cap.  600,000  o o 

Total  principal  offunded  debt,  due  at  L.  D,  1785,  2,304,461  13  4 
Add  Intcreft  on  Tr.  bills  & debens.  39', 4 3 7 2 
Do.  on  Life,  and  Bank  Annuities,  17,938  8 

1-  57,370  10  9 

Total  principal,  Interefl,  and  Annuities,  - 2,361,83241! 

Againft  which  is  to  be  applied,  balances  upon 
Loan  Duties  in  hands  of  Vice  T.  147,857  17  3I: 

In  the  Colleftors’ hands,  - 55,753  ^ 

Excife  in' the  courfe  of  colleftion  1,190  2 o 

204,801  I 2 


Total  Piin.&Interefl:  offunded  debt,  L.  D.  1785,2,157,031  2 114 
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The  Right  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  Gom- 
mons,  on  prefenting  the  money  bills,  made  the  following 
ipeech. 

**  May  it  pic ajs  your  Grace,  - 

“ THE  expences  of  this  kingdom  had  for  a feries  of  years, 
as  well  in  time  of  peace  as  war,  conlfantiy  exceeded  its 
revenue,  and  debt  increafed  on  debt, 

‘‘  Where  foch  fydem  is  fulFered  to  prevail,  manufaflu- 
res  muft  at  length  give  way,  trade  will  decline,  and  agricuU 
ture  ceafe  to  produce  wealth  or  plenty.  The  Commons 
I therefore,  in  the  laft  feilion,  wifely  determined  to  put 
flop  to  fo  ruinous  a fyftem,  and  with  a fpirited  attention  to 
the  true  interefts  of  their  country,  and  the  honourable  fup- 
port  of  his  Majefty’s  government,  they  voted  new  taxes  to 
increafe  the  revenue  of  the  year,  in  the  fum  oi  140,0001, 

I 

“ The  effort  was  great,  and  the  event  has  proved  its  wlf- 
dom.  No  further  addition  is  now  wanting — no  loan  or 
of  credit  is  nccefTary — a fituation  unknown  to  this  kingdom 
for  many  feffions  paff,  and  marking  with  peculiar  force  the 
Id  - .jKippy  sera  of  your  Grace’s  adminiftration, 

: Animated  by  this  fuccefs,  and  determined  to  perfevere 

in  the  principle  of  preventing  the  accumulation  of  debt,  his 
Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  have  in  this  fefEon,  continued 
I the  fame  taxes,  and  granted  all  the  fupplies  that  were  defired, 
to  the  full  amount  of  every  eftimated  expence*,  nor  have 
they  omitted  at  the  fame  time  to  provide  for  the  fpeed\r  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt,  by  a conhdcrable  linking  fund, 
and  to 'continue  to  the  agriculture,  the  fifheries,  and  the 
riling  manufaClures  of  Uie  kingdom,  the  bounties  necelTary 
for  their  fupport. 

VoL.  II.  G 
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Great  as  thefe  taxes  are,  they  are  liberally  and  chcarful- 
ly  given,  in  the  moft  firm  and  full  confidence  that  from  your 
Grace’s  experienced  vvifdom  and  afFe£lion  for  this  kingdom, 
they  will  be  found  effedlually  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  of 
fupplying  the  whole  of  the  public  expence,  and  preventing 
any  further  accumulation  of  debt.” 

The  moft  material  acfs  pafied  this  fefiion  were  as  fol- 
lows. 

An  a£t  for  continuing  ar.d  amending  feveral  laws  relating 
to  his  Majefty’s  Revenue,  and  for  the  more  effectually  pre- 
venting of  frauds  therein,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 
mentioned. 

An  aCt  to  fufpend  for  a limited  time  the  operation  of  an 
a£t  paffed  laft  fefiion  of  parliament,  entitled  an  aCt  for  the 
more  effectually  regiftering  of  freeholders,  fo  far  as  the  lame 
lhall  affeCt  the  election  of  members  to  ferve  rn  parliament. 

An  aCt  for  the  more  effectually  promoting  partnerlhips  iit 
trade,  by  amending  the  laws  refpeCting  the  famcw 

An  aCt  for  regulating  the  ftage  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Dtiblin. 

An  aCt  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law  within  the  city 
of  Dublin,  and  certain  parts  adjacent  thereto,  and  for  quiet- 
ing and  protecting  poffellions  within  this  kingdom,  for  the 
more  expeditious  tranfportation  of  felons,  for  reviving, 
continuing  and  amending  certain  ftatutes  therein  mentioned^ 
and  for  repealing  an  aCt  palled  in  the  feventeenth  and 
eighteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled 
an  aCt  for  the  improving  the  police  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  punlftiment  of  perfons  who 
fhall  attain  or  attempt  to  attain  poffeflion  of  money  or  goods 
hy  falfe  pretences  or  by  threats. 
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An  a6}:  to  ciiablifh  the  bufinefs  of  a pawnbroker,  and  to 
authorize  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be  duly  qualified  to  carry  on 
the  fame  to  lend  money  on  pawns  or  pledges,  and  to  receive 
interefi:  at  a higher  rate  than  heretofore  was  recoverable  by 
law. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  concluded  the 
fefilons  with  the  following  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  f 

“ I have  feen  with  great  fatisfaflion,  the  conftant  attenti- 
on and  uncommon  difpatch  with  which  you  have  gone 
through  the  public  bufmefs.  1 am  thereby  enabled  now  to 
relieve  you  from  further  attendance  in  parliament.  The  har- 
mony of  your  deliberations  has  given  no  lefs  efficacy  than 
dignity  to  your  proceedings,  and  I am  confident  that  you  will 
carry  with  you  the  fame  difpofition  for  promoting  the  public 
welfare  to  your  refidence  in  the  country,  where  your  pre- 
fence  will  encourage  the  indufiry  of  the  people,  and  where 
your  example  and  your  influence  will  be  happily  exerted  in 
eflablifhing  general  good  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Comvwnt^ 

<<  I am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the  liberal 
fupplies  which  3-011  have  given  for  the  public  fervice,  and  for 
the  honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  government.  Thev 
lhall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  granted.  My  reliance  upon  your  decided  fupport  to  the 
execution  of  the  laws  for  the  juft  colleflion  of  the  public 
revenue,  affords  me  the  beft  founded  hope  that  the  produce 
|of  the  duties  will  not  fall  fliort  of  their  eftimated  amount. 

I « My 
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((  My  Lords  and  Getitlem^Hy 

The  determined  fpirit  with  which  you  have  marked 
3^our  abhorence  of  all  lawlefs  diforder  and  tumult,  hath,  I 
doubt  not,  already  made  an  ufeful  impreffion  ; and  the 
falutary'laws  enaifted  in  this  feflion,  and  particularly  the 
introdu<fl;ion  of  a lyftem  of  police,  are  honourable  proofs  of  ' 
your  wifdom,  your  moderation  and  your  prudence.  . ^ 

His  Majehy  beholds  with  the  higheft  fatisfaflion  the  | 

zeal  and  loyalty  of  his  people  of  Ireland ; and  I have  his  | 

Majefty^s  exprefs  commands  to  alTure  you  of  the  moil  cordial 
'returns  of  his  royal  favour  and  parental  afedlion.  •,  j 

« I have  the  deepeil  fenfe  of  every  obligation  to  confirm  I 
my  attachment  to  this  kingdom,  and  it  will  be  the  conftant  t 
objeft  of  my  adminiilration,  and  the  warmeft  impulfe  of  my  1 
heart,  to  forward  the  fuccefs  of  her  interefts,  and  to  promote  B 
the  profperity  of  the  empire.”  I 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  that  it  was  his  I 
Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  pleafure  that  this  parlia-  ■ 
ment  be  prorogued  to  Tuefda.y  the  i 8th  day  of  July  m 
next  and  the  parliament  was  accordingly  prorogu- 
ed to  Tuefday  the  i8th  day  of  July  next. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Comtnencemeni  of  the  fejftoti  i/Sy — Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech^ 
addrefs  to  h'ls  Majefy — debates  on  pffmg  the  addrefs — enquiry 
into  the  infurreBions  in  Munfer^petition  from  the  Prejhyteri- 
an  Clergy — treaty  of  commerce  nvilh  France — refolutions  there'- 
on — debates  thereon — addrefs  to  hi{.  Majefy  relative  to  the 
treaty. 


'/  |8  ' 'S 

*JL  he  next  fitting  of  parliament,  began  i8th  January, 
17B7, — We  already  noticed  the  difturbances  in  Munfter,  by 
thofe  infurgents  called  Right-hoys  \ they  had  now  increafed 
an  alarming  degree ; and  were  particularly  recommended 
to  the  confideration  of  parliament  by  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  who  addrefied  both  houfes  as  follows. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I had  hoped  that  upon  the  prefent  occafion  of  meeting 
you  again  in  parliament  it  would  have  been  in  my  power  to 
have  announced  to  you  the  entire  fupprefiion  of  thofe  com- 
motions which,  in  lome  parts  of  the  kingdom,  have  diflurb- 
ed  the  general  trancjuiiilty.  Under  the  prefent  circumfian- 
ces  I am  perfuaded,  by  nryr  confidence  in  the  accuftomed 
proofs  cl  your  wifJem  and  zeal,  that  I fliall  receive  from  you 
whatever  afiifiance  may  be  neceffury  for  the  more  efTeclua! 
vindication  of  the  laws,  and  the  protef^tlon  of  fodety.  Your 
uniform  regard  for  the  rights  of  \om  fellow- fubjeds,  and 
your  zealous' attachment  to  the  religious  and  civil  confljtuli- 
pns  of  your  country,  will  fnmulate  your  attention  to  their 
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infcparable  interefts,  and  will  enfure  your  efpeclal  ftipport 
of  the  eftabliflied  church,  and  the  refpeftable  fituation  of  its 
minifters. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^ 

' I vhave  diredted  the  proper  officers  to  lay  the  national 
accounts  befoi-e  you  ; and  I truft  you  will  make  the  QeceiFary 
provifions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  hate,  and  the  honourable 
fupport  of  his  Majefty's  government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

An  a£lwas  palTeJ  in  the  laftfeffion  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment for  the  further  increafe  of  Ihipping  and  navigation : 
You  will,  I doubt  not,  take  proper  meafures  to  confirm  to 
this  country  a full  participation  of  its  advantages. 

I have  the  fatisfa(hion  to  Inform  you,  by  the  King’s 
command,  that  his  Majefty  has  concluded  a treaty  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  with  the  Moft  Chriilian  King.  A copy  of 
this  treaty  v/ill  be  laid  before  you,  in  which  you  will  not  fail 
to  obferve  the  attention  which  is  paid  to  the  interefts  of  this 
kingdom ; and  I truft  that  your  adoption  of  it  here,  by  fuch 
laws  as  may  be  requifite  to  give  it  eftc(ft,  will  be  attended 
■with  real  benefit  to  the  country,  by  fuccefsfully  encour^jging 
the  efihrts  of  her  induftry  and  emulation.  ' ' 

The  trade  and  manufactures,  and  particularly  the  Lin- 
en Manufacture  of  this  kingdom;  the  Proteftant  Charter 
Schools,  and  other  public  inftitutiorisfor  charitable  purpofes, 
will  not  fail  to  engage  your  conftant  care  and  encouragement. 
And  I hope  that  fome  liberal  and  extenfive  plan  for  the  gene- 
ral improvement  of  education  will  be  matured  for  an  early 
execution.  . . . , . . 
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A longer  acquaintance  with  this  country  ftrengthens  my 
anxious  wifhes  for  its  welfare ; and  I fhall  experience  the 
moft  fenfible  gratlhcation,  if  In  my  adminiftratlon  of  the 
King’s  government  I can  with  a fuccefs,  in  any  degree 
correfpondent  to  thofe  wifhes,  accomplifh  his  Majefty’s 
earneft  defire  to  promote  and  fecure  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  Ireland.” 

Ti>e  following  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Commons. 

Moji  Graciotts  Sovereign^ 

“ We,  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  Parliament  aiTembled,  -beg  leave  to 
approach  your  throne,  not  only  with  the  conftant  declarati- 
ons of  our  attachment  to  your  royal  perfon,  family  and 
government,  but  with  the  moft  ardent  and  fincere  congratu- 
lations on  your  Majefty’s  providential  deliverance  from  the 
defperate  effort  of  a frantic  affafiin.  We  Ihould  be  dead  to 
every  fentiment'of  loyalty  and  gratitude,  if  we  could  reprefs 
our  folicltude  for  the  life  of  a fovereign  whofe  reign  has  been 
endeared  to  us  by  his  diftlnguiflied  attention  to  his  fubjedls 
of  this  kingdom. 

We  arc  affecled  with  the  utmoft  concern  and  indignati- 
on at  thofe  alarming  and  violent  outrages  which  had  fo  long 
difgraced  a part  of  this  kingdom,  and  which  we  have  in  vain 
hoped  would  have  been  extinguiflied  by  the  vjgorojs,  yet 
temperate  exertions  of  your  Majefty’s  government;  convinced 
at  the  lame  time  that  no  kingcloni  can  rife  to  profperity  but/ 
through  the  eftablifhment  ofinternal  peace,  we  are  determi- 
ned to  check  the  progrefs  of  diforder  by  every  means  in  our 
power.  No  effort  of  combination  or  force  fitail  divert  our 
cccided  reiolution  to  fecure  the  rights  of  all  our  fellow-fub- 
jcfls,  and  effeclually  to  maintain  the  civil  and  religious  confti- 
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tuticns  of  the  fiate.  The  fupport  of  the  eflabllfhed  church, 
and  of  the  refpe6table  fituation  of  Its  minifters,  is  an  object  of 
the  mod:  effential  importance,  and  infeparably'  connected  with 
the  fecurity  of  all  our  dearefi:  interefts;  we  can  never  there- 
fpre  be  wanting  either  in  attention  or  zeal  to  defend  them, 
by  inveiling  your  Majefty’s  government  with  every  requifite 
and  adequate  authority,  relying  upon  the  prudence  and 
humanity  of  a chief  governor,  wliofe  amiable  and  fteady  vir- 
tnes  have  entirely  engaged  our  attachment  and  confidence. 

We  fhall  chearfdlly  make  the  necelTary  provifions  for  the 
exigencies  of  fiate,  and  the  honourable  fupport  of  your  Ma- 
jefly’s  government, 

“ We  fhall  lofe  no  time  In  invefllgating  thofe  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  our  enabling  of  lawj  for  the  fur- 
ther incrcafe  cf  fhipping  and  navigation. 

♦ 

We  humbly  offer  our  acknowledgments  to  your  Mnjel- 
ty  for  your  gracious  communication  of  the  treaty  of  navigati- 
on and  commerce  which  your  Majedy  has  concluded  with 
the  mod:  Chriftian  King.  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  attenti- 

O 

on  which  has  been  fhewn  therein  to  our  particular  fituatlon 
and  interefts  *,  and  we  mud  be  naturally  anxious  to  adopt  any 
meafure  which,  by  engaging  the  nation  in  new  objects  of 
emulation  and  indudry,  promifes  thereby  to  open  another 
fource  of  wealth  and  profperity. 

We  fliall  not  negledf  a judicious  encouragefnent  of  our 
Linen  and  other  manulaclures.  1 he  Protedant  Charter 
Schools  and  other  public  inditutions  for  charitable  purpofes 
will  command  our  attention  *,  and  we  fhall  not  fail  in  apply- 
ing curfelvcs  to  the  important  objccl  of  a general  improve- 
ment of  education. 

Encouraged  In  our  endeavours  for  the  public  good  by 
ypur  • Majedy's  aufpicloGS  recommendation  and  patronage, 

we’ 
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we  fliall  omit  no  exertions  in  furthering  the  great  purpofes  » 
for  which  we  are  aflembled,  and  confulting  the  glory  of  your 
Majefty's  reign,  by  fecuring  the  peace  of  your  kingdom,  and 
exalting  its  profperity.** 

From  Tome  debates  that  took  place  at  the  time  of  palTing 
this  addrefs,  the  reader  will  be  enabled  to  form  fojne  judg- 
ment as'to  tj;,e  then  fituation  of  this  country  ; we  Oiall  there- 
fore ftate  a fe'w  of  the  principal  arguments  on  that  fubje<fl:. — = 
When  the  3d  paragraph  of  the  addrefs  was  read,  the  Rt. 
Hon.  T.  Conolly  fpoke  as  follows. 

I do  not  rife  to  move  an  amendment  of,  or  alteration  to 
the  refolution  as  it  now  {lands.  But  I fhall  trouble  the  Houfs 
with  a few  obfervations  on  the  unhappy  ftate  which  it  repre- 
fents  the  kingdom  to  be  in. 

I hope  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  ftde  of  the  Houfe  will 
do  me  the  juftice  to  admit,  that  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom 
in  general,  and  of  the  empire,  have  erer  influenced  me,  and 
that  they  are  certain  of  all  my  alTiftance  in  . every  meafure 
that  can  tend  to  the  prefervation  of  our  happy  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate.  I look  on  them  to  be  interwoven  as  I do 
the  interefts  of  the  two  kingdoms.  For  if  the  conftitution  of 
Ireland  in  church  and  ftate  was  fubverted,  who  wdll  not  fay, 
that  England  would  be  materially  affefled  by  it 

Now,  fuppcflng  that  thefe  difturbances  are  as  exfenflvt  as 
•have  been  reprefented,  but  I hope  in  God  they  are  not — fup- 
poflng  they  are  as  formidable  as  Government  have  reprefent- 
ed  them  in  their  proclamations,  are  not  the  laws  at  prefent 
in  being  fufficient  to  reftore  order  ? They  are  abundantly  fo, 
if  properly  enforced.  And  hence,  rny  fufpicion  is  excited, 
when  I behold  Adminiftration  attempting  by  inftnuation  to 
cftablifli  the  neceflity  of  new  laws  for  unnecefTary  pur{>ores, 
for  fomething  worfe.  I am  convinced  that  had  Admini- 
ftration 
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ftration  been  a£\ive,  they  might  have  cheked  thefe.  diftur- 
brances  in  embryo,.  I will  alk,  can  any  man  entertain  a doubt 
of  it?  and  when  they  did  not,  what  can  we  infer  from  it, 
but  that  there  was  fome  dark  defign  in  fuftering  them  to 
come  to  maturity  ? 

This  may  feem  to  be  a rede^fion  upon  our  worthy  Chief 
Governor — 1 know  him  to  be  an  honeft  man,  and  the  friend 
of  both  countries,  and  it  is  not  him  I rurp€<St — it  is  the  Ad- 
miniftration.  And  why  do  I lufpecl;  Adminiftraticn  ? be- 
caufe  of  their  conduct  on  the  proportions  j when  they  wifh  to 
prove,  and  to  have  us  believe,  that  the  returned  proportions 
were  identically  the  fame  as  the  original  ten,  and  were  ready  tp 
pafs  them  with  the  fame  alacrity  and  vigour,  although  every 
man  in  the  nation  was  convinced  that  they  coerced  the  com- 
merce, and  invaded  the  ccnllitution  of  this  kingdom. 

But  not  to  lofe  more  time,  I will  aik  the  gentlemen  on  the 
»ther  lide  of  the  houfe  to  explain  the  tendency  of  that  para- 
graph in  the  addrefs  ? My  fears  can  do  no  harm;  but  I iliould 
be  happy  they  were  done  away.  I again  call  upon  gentlemen 
for  an  explanation.  [Here  INIr.  Conolly  made  a conrderable 
paufe.  ] No  anfwer ! then  I take  it,  that  my  fufpicions  are 
juftly  founded,  and  that  no  anfwer  can  be  given.  Good  God, 
Sir,  is  it  conddent  with  fenfe  to  epa<d  new  laws,  before  you 
try  whether  the  old  ones  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  ? and  this 
is  the  cafe,  for  the  fnpinenefs  of  the  magidrates  has  been  ad- 
mitted on  all  rdes.  Bur,  Sir,  I confider  this  as  a meafure 
to  intimidate  the  protedants  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  furnifh, 

2 pretext  for  an  unconftitutional  police-bill.  If  thefe  turbu- 
lences are  not  .exaggerated,  then  Government  are  highly  cen- 
furable  for  not  having  prevented  them  in  time  ; and  if  they 
are  not,  they  are  doubly  fo,  for  certain. ill-founded  alarms; 
fo  that  in  either  cafe  they  are  culpable  in  the  extreme,  and 
forfeit  the  conhdciice  of  the  people. 
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The  peafantry  of  the  fouth,  we  are  told,  have  the  greatefl: 
meetings  ever  known ; nay  they  are  in  arms,  as  the  procla- 
mations tell  us.  Well,  why  did  not  Government  in  the  in- 
fancy of infurreftion  fupprefs  it?  Would  not  any  moderate 
man  be  inclined  to  fufpcdl  them  of  mircondu<^,  and  of  abett- 
ing the  outrages  of  the  fouth,  when  they  recollefled  that 
the  proteftant  infurgents  in  1763  were  tried  for  high  trea- 
fon  ? what  is  the  inference  to  be  deduced  from  this  fadt  ? 
Juft  this : that  Government  were  not  fo  well  difpofed  to  pun- 
ifti.  Strange,  indeed,  that  proteftants  in  1763  fhould  be  in- 
didled  for  high  treafon,  and  that  Catholics  in  1787  fhould  be 
guilty  of  a higher  crime,  and  only  indidled  ftmply  for  a mif- 
demeanour.  Let  the  friends  of  Government  reconcile  this 
with  the  idea  of  vigorous  exertions.”  I will  no  longer  en- 
grofs  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  but  hope  that  Government  will, 
in  no  fhape  whatever,  attempt  to  fubvert  the  liberty  cf  the 
fubjedl,  or  trench  on  the  conftitution. 

Mr.  Longfield,  then  made  the  following  remarks.—SInce 
I came  up  to  Dublin  (faid  he)  I begin  to  doubt  whether  I 
generally  refid e in  the  county  of  Cork,  or  not,  I hear  fuch 
loud  and  numerous  reports  of  violences,  outrages  and  dlfor- 
ders  In  that  country,  a word  of  which  I never  heard  at  home, 
that  I begin  to  think  I have  miftaken  the  place  of  my  abode. 
But  what  is  truly  terrible  in  itg  confequence  is,  that  by  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne  I fee  it  is  taken  for  granted,  that  all 
thofe  reports  are  true,  and  a fcandalous  imputation  and  re- 
proach is  thrown  not  only  on  a great  and  refpedlable  county, 
but  on  a whole  province ; I do,  therefore,  think  it  my  du- 
ty to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  what  really  is  the  faift,  and  they 
will  fee  that  the  interpofition  of  the  magiftrates  alone,  with- 
out the  aid  of  new  or  fanguinary  laws,  or  without  the  inter- 
pofition of  the  military,  is  fufiicient  to  render  the  formidable 
infurgents  about  whom  fuch  a clamour  has  been  raifed. 

When  I went  down  to  the  county  of  Cork  laft  fummer,  I 
found  no  difturbance  exifting,  though  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
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parllarnent  I had  been  told  there  was.  I litre  near  the  town  of 
Cloyne ; my  demefne  bounds  it.  The  right  reverend  prelate 
cf  that  diocefe  had  not  then  applied  for  any  military  affif- 
tance,  but  lived  qiiieily  fecure  at  home,  in  the  prote£l:ion  of 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen.  The  firft  thing  that  could  be 
cTJed  a diUurbance  was  of  fuch  a kind,  that  I was  induced  to 
think:  Government  had  a hand  in  it.  (This  caufed  much  noife 
in  the  honfe.j  Some  very  rePpecHiable  people  of  Cloyne  came 
to  me,  and  told  me  that  a bailiff  belonging  to  the  high-flaeriff 
had  been  fent  amorsgfi:  them,  with  notices  to  provide  a quan- 
tity of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a number  of  herfes,  by  the 
following  Sunday,  for  the  ufe  of  Captain  Right.  I thought 
k odd  enough'  that  a flieriffs  bailiff  fliould  be  employed  on 
fuch  a bofinels,  and,  as  a magiftrate,  I fent  for  him.  He 
cenfeffed  the  fa£t  of  having  ferved  the  notices,  and  faid  he 
was  employed  by  Captain  Right.  I delired  him  to  give  infor- 
mation againft  Captain  Right,  which  he  refufed,  upon  which 
I committed  him  to  gaol,  returned  the  bills  againft  him,  and 
brought  perfcns  cf  credit  who  had  fworn  examinations,  and 
v/ere  ready  to  profecute,  but  to  my  aftonifliment  I found  that 
the  grand  jury  had  thrown  out  the  bills.  I fpoke  to  Mr.  Kem- 
mis,  the  crown  folicitor,. who  faid  he  could  do  nothing 
without  an  order  from  Government,  and  as  I was  not  in  the 
habit  cf  aflcing  favours  from  Government,  I there  let  the 
matter  drop.  ’ . ' ' • 

This  was  the  fuft  difturbance  I had  heard  of;  the  next  was 
that  Captain  Right  fwore  fome  of  the  people  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood to  obferve  his  regulations;  yet  another  gentleman 
and  I,  attended  by  a ftngle  fervant,  made  this  formidable 
Captain  Right  a prifoner,  and  fafely  lodged  him  in  gaol. 
Such  being  the  c^fe,  there  ought  not  to  be  a general  charge 
of  delinquency  againft  the  comity  of  Cork,  becaufe  fome  of  itp 
maglftrates  were  fuprne.  After  what  I have  mentioned,  Gor 
vernment  ftnt  forces  down  to  my  part  of  the  country  ; two 
of  their  ciiicers  were  Engllfhmen,  one  a Scotchman;  the 

people 
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people  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  very  great  partiality 
for  them,  or  they  for  the  people,  yet  they  lived  unmolefted 
in  good  quarters,  and  never  had  occalion  to  be  called  out  to 
quell  any  difturbance. 

A nobleman  of  great  talents,  knowledge,  experience  and 
fagacity,  had  the  chief  command  of  the  troops  lent  into  the 
province  of  Munher.  I wifh  \Ve  had  his  report,  if  there  was 
any  regular  way  of 'coming  ai^  his  report ; you  would  there 
fee  that  none  but  the  lowefl  wretches,  who  groan  iinder  the 
moil  intolerable  oppreffions,  were  engaged  in  any  difturbance. 
If  that  noble-  lord  was  here,  he  would  make  you  Ihudder  n 
the  account  of  their  miferies. 

Mr.  Curran  fpoke  as  follows — Had  this  addrefs  been, 
all  addreftes  that  I have  ever  read  or  heard  were,  compofed 
of  unmeaning  ftuft’,  I flmuld  not  rife  to  fpcak  to  it.  But,  it  is 
an  addrefs  that  tends  to  infpire  the  mind  of  the  Chief  Gover- 
nor with  indignation  for  the  wretched  people  of  this  country 
— an  addrefs  tending  to  imprefs  the  father  of  his  people  with 
the  idea  of  their  being  in  open  revolt,  to  divert  the  royal  mind 
from  liftening  to  the  complaints  of  afflifled  fubjedfs,  or  al- 
leviating their  miferies.  I cannot  give  my  confent  to  fuch 
grofs  invedlive.  To  fay  it  is  neceftary,  is  only  adding  irony 
to  itivedlive.'- 

But  you  wifli  to  compliment  his  Grace — and  do  you  ? — 
No ; you  praife  him  for  the  exertion  of  force  that  was  never 
exerted ; and  if  you  fuppofe  it  exerted,  you  muft  confefs 
yourfelf  difappointed  in  your  expedlation  s of  it;  and  furely 
this  can  be  no  compliment. 

This  country  has  been  reprefented  as  In  a ftate  little  fhoft 
of  open  rebellion.  As  fubjecls  of  the  country,  it  is  the  buti- 
nefs  of  all  gentlemen  to  conftder  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
and  if  ever  there  was  a time  when  party  bias  fiiould  be  thrown 
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afide,  it  is  the  prefent.  And  we  fiiould  not  brand  the  nation.' 
in  the  addrefs  with  words  of  courfe. 

When  you  fpeak  of  popular  difturbailces,  you  (hould 
fearch  for  the  fource  of  them— the  people  are  opprefled,  and 
before  you  pour  the  laft  drop  into  the  veflel,  and  caufe  the 
waters  of  bitternefs  to  overflow  on  them,  confider  well  what 
you  are  about.  If  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  have  been 
remifs,  if  the  magiftrates  throughout  the  kingdom  have  crimi- 
nally been  fupine,  lay  the  blame  at  the  right  door ; ceafe  to 
utter  idle  complaints  of  inevitable  effects,  when  you  yourfel- 
ves  have  been  the  caufes.  The  man  who  would  fay,  that  the 
conftitution  in  church  and  ftate  was  in  danger,  from  the  fim- 
ple  infurre^tion  of  a parcel  of  peafants,  without  order,  with- 
out a head,  without  a leader,  undifeiplined,  unarmed,  or  on- 
ly partially  fo,  I would  not  take  to  be  a very  wife  man  ; and 
the  man  who  would  fay  fo  from  any  thing,  fave  an  error  in 
judgment,  I would  not  take  to  be  either  a wife  or  an  honeft 
man.  What  is  the  tendency  of  this  paragraph  ? Why,  it  is 
to  create  civil  difeord  between  fubje^t  and  fubjedl — to  arm  the 
liand  of  one  man  againft  another. 

It  is  unufual  with  me,  to  offer  any  captious  oppofition. 
My  oppofition  to  this  part  of  the  addrefs  is  not  of  this  nature. 
I have  in  my  breaft  a feeling,  which  will  not  fuffer  me  to 
hear  the  cry  of  public  calamity  interpreted  as  the  fhout  of 
rebellion;  and  this  is  now  attempted  to  be  done.  You  have 
no  rebellion,  crefting  her  head  in  the  nation.  But  a deliber- 
ate fcheme  is  faid  to  be  on  foot,  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
proteftant  religion,  and  of  the  conftitution.  Were  it  the  cafe, 
I fliould  expend  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood  in  defence  of  both; 
but,  it  is  not  the  fact.  And  I will  tell  gentlemen  the  caufes 
from  whence  the  prefent  difturbances  originated.  An  idea 
has  been  diffemlnated,  but  I hope  in  God  It  will  never  take 
root,  that  though  a man  labours,  he  is  not  entitled  to  enjoy 
the  emoluments  cf  his  labour  and  induftry ; and  it  is  faid  to 

be 


Collectanea  i?oIftica.  103 

be  the  cafe;  but  I hope  without  juftice.  The  patience  of  the 
people  has  been  totally  exhaufted  ; their  grievances  have 
long  been  the  empty  fong  of  this  Houle,  but  no  produeSfive 
effefl:  has  ever  yet  followed.  But  it  may  be  asked  what  are 
the  grievances  of  the  people  ? Why,  one  is  non-refidence  of 
the  land-holders.  By  their  abfence  the  unfortunate  tenant 
becomes  fubjeft  to  the  tyranny  of  an  intermediate  landlord — 
and  when  this  matter  came  before  you,  what  did  you  do  ? 
Why,  you  denied  the  cxiftence  of  the  grievance,  and  refufed 
redrefs.  You  are  deprived,  by  the  non-relldent  landholder, 
of  your  fpecie — your  gold  and  filver — but  this  Is  not  the 
worft  of  the  mifehief.  Every  incentive  to  order,  or  induftry 
is  withdrawn — and  hence  one  great  reafon  for  the  prefent 
difturbances* 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  wretches  whom  woeful  and  long 
experience  has  taught  to  doubt,  and  with  juftice  to  doubt,  the 
attention  and  relief  of  the  legiflature — wretches,  that  have 
the  utmoft  difBculty  to  keep  life  and  foul  together,  and  who 
muft  inevitably  perifh,  if  the  hand  of  dlHftance  is  not  ftretch- 
ed  out  to  them — fliould  appear  in  tumult  ? No,  it  is  not. 

Unbound  to  the  fovereign  by  any  proof  of  his  afFecTion 

unbound  to  government  by  any  inftance  of  its  proteffion — 
unbound  to  the  country,  or  to  the  foil,  by  being  deflitute  of 
any  property  in  it,  ’tis  no  wonder  that  the  peafantry  fhould 
be  ripe  for  rebellion  and  revolt — fo  far  from  being  matter  of 
furprize,  it  muft  naturally  have  beeti  expected. 

Will  any  man  dare  to  fay,  that  there  is  a Angle  man  of 
property,  a Angle  man  of  cenfequence,  connected  with  the 
infurgents  ? Or  that  any  fuch  men  aftbrd  them  fuppdrt  ? 
No;  and  with  w’hat  juftice  then  can  the  paragraph  ftand  in 
the  addrefs  ? 

When  a body  of  men  flood  forward,  in  the  moment  of 
general  confternation  and  difmay — in  that  perilous  moment, 

when 
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tvhen  it  was  a queftion,  whether  you  fliould  long  ht  as  t 
iioale  of  Commons,  government  vva‘<  unable  to  defend  you 
— they,  the  Volunteers,  defended  you ; and  to  be  fure  you 
held  cm  a good  encouragement  to  loyalty ! What  did. you 
dc  ? Tou  thanked  them  fir  ft,  and  difmilTed  them  afterwards. 
'liiU  was  attended  with  the  blelTed  effe^ls  we  are  now  wit- 
neires  of. — Fired*  with  honeft  indignation,  they  withdrew 
thecifclves  from  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  left  it  ex- 
posed to  all  the  confequences  of  inteftine  commotion.  It  is 
true,  you  talked  of  fubltituting  a militia-bill — but,  this  was  r 
v»  mere  farce,  to  amufe  for  the  prefent  moment — and  you 
ftiould  not  have  deprived  the  country  of  one  fupport,  until 
you  had  aftually  fupplied  her  with  another. 

You  were  called  on,  folemnly  called  on  for  a proper  re- 
fprniation  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people;  did  you  grant 

? Me  ; and  how  does  it  at  prefent  ftand  ? Why,  feats  in 
tins  Tjfe  are  bought  and  fold.  They  are  fet  up  to  public 
i they  are  become  an  abfolute  article  of  commerce,  a traf- 
fic of  the  conftitution.  And,  Thaveadoubt,  whether,'  if  a 
member  of  this  Houfe  fhould  become  a bankrupt,  that  his 
fe*/  ivT  this  aflembly  would  not  be  claimed  by  his  aflignees, 
r.s  a part  of  his  property  ? And  whether  they  might  not  put  it 
up  to  public  cant  ? 

The  legal  and  conftitutional  idea  is  that  a member  fhould 
reprefent  his  conftituents  by  virtue  of  the  property  he  has.  — 
Now  members  for  thefe  faleable  rotten  boroughs  reprefent 
their  conftituents,  or  the  people,  by  virtue  of  the  property 
which  they  have  not — for  they  reprefent  them  in  virtue  of 
the  two  thoufand  pounds  which  they  give  the  proprietor  for 
his  feat.  Nothing  then  can  be  more  clear  than  that  they  do 
not  reprefent  the  people  in  virtue  of  the  property  they 
have. 
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And  certainly  as  they  have  bought  the  people  fdr  a fum  of 
money,  it  is  natural  they  fhould  fell  them — and  fo  they  do  ! 
and  make  the  moft  they  can  of  the  bargain.  The  mandate  of 
a borough- monger  can  return  any  man — however  contempti- 
ble—however  obnoxious,  into  this  House — and  I alk  any  man 
Ihould  this  be  tolerated  ? 

But  there  is  a race  in  this  country  between  public  prodigali- 
ty and  connivance.  Prodigality  is  every  where  to  be  feen> 
and  connivance  affords  it  the  means  of  exiftence,  and  hence 
the  race  between  public  prodigality  and.  public  connivance — 
and  the  fa^t  of  their  both  keeping  pace  together, — I do  not 
blame  a certain  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Orde)  I 
fee  him  look  grave  at  what  I fay.  I am  fbre  he  feels  it  with 
regret.  That  right  honourable  gentleman  knows,  that  the 
people  have  no  power  of  controul  over  their  reprefentatives  j 
and  what  is  the  confequcnce  ? Why,  it  is  in  the  power  of  a 
few  borough  mongers  to  impede  the  neceffary  motions  of 
government — to  obfl:ru£t  the  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the  nation! 
And  hence,  expe^ants  and  demandants  muft  be  gratified 
with  places  and  penfions,  or  we  fhould  have  in  fa^  no 
government ! and  hence  are  the  people  viftims ! I know 
what  I fay  may  be  ofi:enfive  to  many  gentlemen*— individually 
and  peribnally,  I have  as  much  refpeft  for  them  perhaps  as 
any  man  can  have-^biet  private  refpe£l:  muft  give  way  to  pufa* 
lie  neceftity. 

But  unlefs  fomething  is  don^,  what  will  be  the  end  of  all 
this  ? Why  government  will  be  necellitated,  at  length,  to 
imitate  the  policy  of  Henry  the  7th,  who  broke  the  neck  of 
an  abominable  ariftocracy,  and  caufed  the  property  they  had 
accumulated  to  circulate  amongft  the  people.  But  in  this 
cafe  it  would  only  be  reftoring  to  the  people  their  own  pro- 
perty, the  right  of  elefUon. 

Voi.  H.  H 
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Nor  are  the  evils  I fpeak  of  feen  in  theory  only,  but  in 
pradice.  You  have  now,  near  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
on  your  penlion-lifl: ; and  this  ftiould  furprize  and  alarm  e- 
very  man  who  is  not  dead  to  the  real  fubje£ls  of  furprize 
and  alarm* 

The  peafantry  had  formed  hopes  of  relief,  and  will  you 
■dafh  the  cup  of  comfort,  or  fnatch  the  bread  of  hope  from 
the  mouth  of  affliction?  people  when  opprcfled — though 
opprelTed  by  law,  will  make  reprifal— and  thefe  are  the  real 
caufes  of  dilhirbance. 

I have  been  a refident  of  this  country,  fpoken  of  as  in  o- 
'pen  infurreCtion,  and  lince  gentlemen  are  in  the  habit  of 
fpeaking  of  themfelves,  I fliall  do  myfelf  the  fame  honour. 
I could  not  perceive  any  of  the  outrages  fpoken  of,  and  I am 
certain  that  they  were  nothing  more  than  the  offspring  of 
the  moft  abjeclmifery.  They  were  all  forlorn  wretches,  who, 
were  they  inclined  to  become  danglers,  and  to  pin  themfelves 
to  the  petticoat  of  Adminiftration,  fo  poor,  fo  naked  arc 
they,  that  Adminiftration  would  not  find  on  them  a rag 
whereby  .to  pin  them  to  their  petticoat. 

I have  a family,  and  if  I thought  the  accounts  of  diftur- 
hances- faithful  and  unexaggerated,  can  it  be  fairly  fuppofed 
I would  wilh  to  with-hold  protection  from  them?  But  in  fuch 
a light  do  1 hold  infurreCtion,  whatever  provocatives  might 
have  been  to  it,  that  as  a counfel  I refufed  to  be  concerned 
for  two  men  charged  with  the  crime — and  this  I think  Ihould 
entitle  me  to  a little  credits 

Still,  I can  fee  no  necefilty  for  creating  a diCtatorfhip  in 
the  perlbn  of  our  Chief  Governor.  Do  w^e  not  poffefs  the 
means  of  punilhing  any  crime  that  may  be  committed  againft 
fociety  ? Will  any  man  hold  out  fuch  an  incentive  to  rebelli- 
on, as  to  fay  we  do  not  The  infurreClion  is  not  fo  great. 

The 
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The  man  who  fays  it  is,  defpairs  of  the  common-wealth, 
and  I infill  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  prefent  times  that 
will  juflify  a departure  from  the  ordinary  proceedings,  and 
eflabliflied  forms  of  government. 

The  fupinenefs  of  the  magiftrates,  and  the  low  ftate  of 
the  cominiflions  of  the  peace  throughout  the  kingdom,  but 
particularly  in  the  county  of  Cork,  are  the  things  that  fhould 
be  redlified.  At  the  laft  aflizes  there,  I prevailed  on  two  un- 
worthy mageftrates,  Butler  and  Wogan,  to  refign  their  com- 
miflions,  which  they  had  abufed,  by  freeing  them  from  a 
profecution. 

A fyflem  of  vile  jobbing,  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  this 
country — it  extends  even  to  commiflions  of  the  peace — how 
i elfe  can  the  report  of  the  four  and  twenty  commiflions  of  the 
r peace  fent  down  to  the  county  of  Clare  in  one  pofi  (I  doii* t 
i[ ; mention  it  as  a fa6l,)  be  accounted  for  ?-r-Even  the  appoint- 

I mentof  fherifFs  is  notorioufly,  in  the  hands  of  government; 

I I and  through  jobbing,  flierifFs  themfelves  cannot  be  trufled 
— two  fherifFs  ran  away  laft  year  with  executions  in  their 

) , pockets — and  the  late  high  flieriff  of  the  county  of  Dublin 
i has  abfeonded. 

i Diforders  fhould  be  remedied — but  in  that  remedy,  do  no't 
: pronounce  a fentence  of  excommujilcation  againft  the  people, 

Suppofe  all  the  people  of  Ireland  fhall  come  to  your  houfe, 
i and  tell  you,  they  were  aggrieved  and  wanted  redrefs,  let  me 
: ask  you,  wbat  would  you  fay  — Many  independent  men, 

are  waiting  with  patience  for  your  decifibn — waiting  quietly,' 
with  their  hands  before  them — men,  whofe  influence  may 
' make  infurreflion  dreadful — indeed,  we  have  a moft  elegant 

cuftom-houfe,  and  for  what  ? To  afford  palaces  for  the  fer- 
i i vants  of  the  crown.  - One  palace  has  been  built  in  it,  and  I 
underftand  it  was  a matter  of  contention,  that  there  were  not 
two.  All  this  is  jobbing — and  now  I am  given  to  underftand, 

that 
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that  palaces  muft  be  built  for  all  the  officers  of  police,  under 
the  defcriptlon  of  refident-houfes. 

I have  read  the  hi  Rory  of  other  nations,  and  I have  read 
the  hiftory  of  yours  ; I have  feen  how  happily  you  emerged 
from  infignificance,  and  obtained  your  conftitutiori.  But 
when  you  wafhed  this  conftitution  with  tile  waters  which 
were  to  render  it  invulnerable,  like  the  mother  of  Achilles, 
you  forgot,  that  the  part  by  which  you  held  it  was  untouch- 
ed in  the  immerlionj  it  was  benumbed,  and  not  rendered  in- 
vulnerable, and  therefore  it  ftiould  attradl  your  niceft  care. 

You  may  talk  of  commerce  extending— of  a freedom  of 
trade,  but  what  in  God’s  name,  have  they  to  do  with  the 
wretched  peafantry  ? — and  when  the  peafantry  complain,  and 
when  I hear  luch  language,  I conilder  it  as  a folemn  and  an 
exulting  mockery. 

But  let  me  examine  what  government  has  done  to  fupprefs 
thofe  diRurbances?  they  fent  down  the  Crown  Solicitor  to 
Cork ! and  was  the  Crown  Solicitor  a perfon  to  quell  rebel- 
lion ? They  fent  down  four  hundred  foldiers ! was  it  to  fugal 
for  the  body  of  rebels  ? if  it  was  not,  where  are  the  conquefts 
they  made  ? But  what  did  both  folicitor  and  army  do  ? They  i 
impannelled  twelve  of  the  wretches  to  try  a thirteenth— -they  ! 

found  him  guilty,  and  they  whipped  him  through  the  town 
at  a cart’s  tail ! — for  (hame  ! for  ftiame ! ceafe  thus  to  expofe 
the  King’s  government  to  the  ridicule  of  the  whole  world ! ; 

by  this  trumpeting  of  alarm,  w hen  fuch  is  the  only  founda- 
tion for  it. 

I have  on  a former  day  oppofed  attachments ; but  f think 
thofe  magiftrates  who  have  negledled  their  duty,  fhould  and 
ought  to  be  attached  ; and  that  it  would  be  a better  meafure, 
than  to  augment  the  offences,  of  our  criminal  code,  already 
teo  numerous.  . . . 


Collectanea  Politica,  109 

'He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  amendments : 

To  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  addrefs,  by  inferting  be« 
tween  the  word  kingdom  and  the  word  andy  the  following 
words  ; Though  it  is  a great  confolation  to  us  to  think  that  thefe 
outrages  have  not  originated  in  any  difaffehlion  in  your  Majejiys 
fubjeBs  of  this  kingdom  to  your  MajeJIfs  governmenty  or  to  any 
concerted  defign  of  difiurbing  our  prefeht  happy  co?ifiiutlon  either 
in  church  or  JlatCy  hut  they  had  been  wholly  confined  to  fome  indi-* 
viduals  of  the  lonveji  clafs  of  the  people y whofe  cKtreme  indigence 
and  dijlrefsy  may  be  the  occaftony  thcu^i  they  cannot  be  a jujlifica^ 
tion  offuch  illegal  proceedings  \ and  it  is  a further  confolation  to  us 
to  hnowy  that  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  now  in  being  are 
fully  adequate^  if  duly  exertedy  to  punijh  and  rejlrain  fuch^ 
excejfes. 

To  the  third  paragraph,  by  adding  after  the  v^ord^5z;rr«^ 
orient  the  following  words  : At  the  fame  time  we  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  your  MajeHyy  that  the  public  expences  of  this 
country  have  encreafed  to  a degree  fo  far  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  beary  that  we  feel  ourf elves  called  upon  by  our  duty  to  our 
condituents  to  reduce  thofe  expence  s by  every  mode  of  retrenchment y 
confjient  with  honourable  and  necejfary  fupport  to  your 
jejly^s  governmenty  within  fuch  limits  as  may  he  compaiible  with 
the  very  exhaujled  refources  of  a dijlrejfed people.  And  we  do  not 
doubt  of  having  your  Majejlys  gracious  approbation  of  a meafure 
fo  ejfential  to  the  commercial  hopes  of  your  kingdom  of  Irelandy  as 
well  as  conducive  to  the  permanent  peace  and  profperity  of  thi$ 
kingdom. 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words  propofed  to , 
be  added  ftand  part  of  the  laid  paragraphs,  it  palTed  in  th^ 
negative. 

Shortly  after  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  had  been  tranfmit- 
ted  and  an  anfwer  returned — the  Attorney  General  entered 
into  an  enquiry,  concerning  the  outrages  in  Munfter ; he  ad- 
drefs’d  the  houfe  as  follows,  Aftoi: 
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After  what  has  palTed  in  this  Houfe  and  upon  the  notorie- 
ty of  the  commotions  referred  to,  I fliould  think  myfelf 
uftifiable  in  now  moving  an  addrefs  to  the  Crown,  declar- 
ing that  we  were  ready  to  give  the  moft  decided  fupport  to 
government  in  fuppreffing  them,  did  I not  think  it  necelTary 
to  dop  for  one  moment,  to  anfwer  the  charges  that  have 
been  made  again  ft  government,  and  to  lay  before  the  Houfe 
what  has  come  to  my  knovdedge  refpedling  the  proceedings 
of  the  infurgents. 

Their  commencement  was  in  one  or  two  parifhes  in  the 
county  of  Kerry,  and  they  proceeded  thus: — The  people  af- 
fcmbled  in  a mafs-houfe,  and  there  took  an  oath  to  obey  the 
laws  of  Captain  Right,  and  to  flarve  the  clergy.  They  then 
proceeded  to  the  next  parifhes  on  the  following  Sunday,  and 
there  fwore  the  people  in  the  fame  manner,  with  this  addi- 
tion that  they  (the  people  laft  fworn)  fhould,  on  the  enfuing 
Sunday,  proceed  to  the  chapels  of  their  next  neighbouring 
parifhes,  arid  fwear  the  inhabitants,  of  thofe  parifhes  in  like 
manner. 

Proceeding  in  this  manner  they  very  foon  went  through 
the  province  of  Munfter.  The  firft  object  of  their  reforma- 
tion was  tithes;  they  fwore  not  to  give  more  than  a certain 
price  per  acre — not  to  take  from  the  minifter  at  a great  price 
■ — not  to  aflift  or  allow  him  to  be  affifted  in  drawing  the 
tithe,  and  to  permit  no  prodlor.  They  next  took  upon  them 
to  prevent  the  cGllefllon  of  parifii  ceftes — then  to  nominate 
parifh  clerks,  and  in  fome  cafes  curates — to  fay  what  church 
ihould  or  fhould  not  be  repaired;  and  in  one  cafe  to  threat- 
en that  they  v/ould  burn  a new  church  if  the  old  one  wa:^ 
not  given  for  a mafs-houfe, 

. At  laft  they  proceeded  to  regulate  the  price  of  lands,  to 
raife  the  price  of  labour,  and  to  oppefe  the  coikdion  of  the 
hearth-money  and  other  taxes. 
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In  all  their  proceedings  they  have  fhewn  the  greatefl  ad- 
drefs,  with  a degree  af  caution  and  circumfpedlion  which  is 
the  more  alarming,  as  it  demonftrates  fyftem  and  defign. 
Bodies  of  5000  of  them  have  been  fecn  to  march  through  the 
country  unarmed,  and  if  met  by  any  magiflrate,  who  had 
fpirit  to  queftion  them,  they  have  not  offered  the  fmalleft 
rudenefs  or  offence  ; on  the  contrary,  they  have  allowed  per- 
fons,  charged  with  crimes,  to  be  taken  from  amongft  them 
by  the  magiftrates  alone,  unaided  with  any  force. — Wher- 
ever they  went  they  found  the  people  as  ready  to  take  an 
oath  to  cheat  the  clergy  as  they  were  to  propole  it ; but  if 
any  one  did  refill:,  the  torments  which  he  was  doomed  to 
undergo  were  too  horrible  even  for  favages  to  be  fuppofed 
guilty  of.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  he  was  dragged  from 
his  bed,  and  buried  alive  in  a grave  lined  with  thorns,  or  he 
was  fet  naked  on  horfeback,  and  tied  to  a faddle  covered 
with  thorns ; — in  addition  to  this,  perhaps  his  ears  were 
fawed  off„ — There  is  this  day  an  account  received  of  two 
military  men,  who  had  exerted  themfelves  in  the  line  of  their 
duty,  being  attacked  by  a body  of  rightboys,  and  I fear 
murdered,  for  there  is  but  little  hope  of  their  recovering 
pf  their  wounds.  The  way  in  which  the  rightboys  perpetra- 
ted this  crime  was,  the  two  men  were  walking  together, 
armed,  they  let  a dog  at  them,  when  one  of  the  men  fired  j 
he  had  no  fooner  thrown  away  his  fire,  than  a multitude 
rulhed  upon  the  two  from  behind  the  ditches,  and  wounded 
thern  in  a moll  Blocking  manner. 

Now,  upon  the  bell  enquiry  that  I have  been  able  to. 
make,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  the  Icall  ground  to 
accufe  the  clergy  of  extortion.  Far  from  receiving  the  tenth, 

1 know  of  no  inllance  in  which  they  receive  the  twentieth 
part,  I ant^very  well  acquainted  with  the  province  of  Mun- 
ller,  and  I know  that  it  is  impollible  for  human  wretched- 
nefs  to  exceed  that  of  the  miferable  peasantry  in  that  province. 

I know  that  ,the  unhappy  tenantry  are  ground  to  powder  by 
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rclcntlefs  landlords — I kiK>w  that,  far  from  being  able  to  give 
the  clergy  their  juft  dues,  they  have  not  food  or  raiment  for 
themfelves,  the  landlord  grafps  the  whole  j and  forry  I am 
to  add,  that  not  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  extortion,  fome 
landlords  have  been  fo  bafe  to  inftigate  the  infurgents  to  rob 
the  clergy  of  their  tithes,  not  in  order  to  alleviate  the  dif- 
treftes  of  the  tenantry,  but  that  they  might  add  the  clergy’s 
ihare  to  the  cruel  rack-rents  already  paid. — I fear  it  will  re- 
quire the  utmoft  ability  of  parliament  to  come  to  the  root  of 
thofe  evils.  The  poor  people  of  Munfter  live  in  a more  ab- 
ject ftate  of  poverty  than  human  nature  can  be  fuppofed  able 
to  bear — their  miferies  are  intolerable,  but  they  do  not  ori- 
ginate with  the  clergy  5 nor  can  the  legiflature  ftand  by  and 
fee  them  take  the  redrefs  into  their  own  hands;  Nothing 
can  be  done  for  their  benefit  while  the  country  remains  in  a 
ftate  of  anarchy. 

Upon  the  be  ft  confideration  that  I have  been  able  to  give 
the  fubjedl,  two  circumftances,  which  have  contributed  to 
fpread  the  commotions,  require  to  be  immediately  cori» 
reeled. 

The  firft  is,  that  under  the  prefent  exifting  law  the  kind  of 
combination  which  pervades  the  province  of  Munfter  is  dee- 
med but  a mifdemeanor ; it  is  a bailable  offence,  and  no 
magiftrate  can  refufe  to  take  bail  for  it. 

The  fecond  is,  the  infufiiciency  and  criminal  negledl  of 
m^giftrates  throughout  the  great  county  of  Cork  ; there  is* 
fcarcely  a magiftrate  that  will  acl.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  city  of  Cork  indeed  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Mannix,  exert- 
ed hlmfelf,  much  to  his  own  honour  and  the  public  benefit. 
In  the  weft  of  the  county,  Mr.  Cox  alfo  behaved ^wlth  great 
propriety.  If  other  magiftrates  had  adled  in  the  fame  man- 
ner thefe  two  gentlemen  did,  the  commotions  would  not 
have  esifted  for  a month. 
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A right  honourable  friend  of  mine  has  declared,  that  he 
thinks  it  odd  that  government  Ihould  have,  upon  a former 
occafion,  profecuted  the  fteelboys  for  high  trealon,  and  they 
Hiould  have  indicted  the  rightboys  for  a mifdemeanor  only. 
— I (hall  tell  him  why  ? It  would  be  very  wicked  and  very 
oppreffive,  indeed,  for  any  lawyer  to  indict  a man  for  high 
treafon,  where  the  law  had  particularly  defcribed  his  crime 
and  called  it  a mifdemeanor  only;  behdes,  I am  free  to  own, 
that  if  by  any  ingenuity  thefe  combinations  could  be  tortured 
into  high  treafon,  I would  not  be  very  ready  to  declare  the 
whole  province  of  Munfter  in  rebellion.  At  Clonmel,  a man 
was  indidled  capitally,  and  though  his  offence  was  of  a very 
black  dye,  and  complicated  with  treachery,  yet  it  was  a mat- 
ter of  great  difficulty  to  prevail  on  a jury  to  find  him  guilty, 
and  when  they  did,  they  ftrongly  recommended  him  to  mer- 
^7- 

A charge  has  been  made  againft  government  for  fupprell^ 
ing  informations  agamft  a flierifi’s  bailiff,  and  from  this  it 
has  ever  wifely  been  inferred  that  government  abets  the 
rightboys.  Now  as  I have  the  information  in  my  hand,  I 
fhall  fubmit  them  to  the  Houfe,  and  whether  it  was  poffible 
to  flrain  an  indifbnent  out  of  it. 

This  is  the  information  of  Daniel  Duggan,  fheriff^s  bailifii 
who  acknowledges,  that  on  the  evening  of  Monday  the  12th 
of  June,  returning  home  to  Cloyne,  he  had  occafion  to  ftop 
. He  further  confefled,  that  he  w^s  then  over- 
taken by  two  men,  one  of  them  a flcnder  man  in  black  clo- 
thes, who  asked  his  name  and  where  he  dwelt ; which  be- 
ing told,  he  asked  if  he  knew  Nick  Dalton,  John  Ahern, 
and  William  Power  ? He  faid  he  did  ; on  which  he  defired 
him  to  go  and  tell  them,  Captain  Right  would  be  with  them 
on  Saturday  night.  He  bid  the  man  in  black  go  himfelf,  who 
faid,  if  he  did  not  go,  he  would  make  an  example.  Being 
therefore  in  dread  of  his  life,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  Dalton, 

and 
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?.nd  delivered  him  the  faid  melTage;  afterwards  meeting 
Ahern  on  the  road,  he  delivered  him  faid  melTage  : And 
further  fayeth  not 

The  next  is  the  Infoamation  of  Catherine  Ahern,  wife  of 
John  Ahern.  She  fwears,  that  fhe  came  up  to  her  hufhand; 
on  the  road  between  Cloyne  and  her  houfe  : that  he  was  con- 
Tcrfing  with  Daniel  Duggan  : that,  on  her  coming  up,  her 
hufband  told  her  Duggan  had  a fummons  for  him  from  the 
wbiteboys : that  Duggan  made  no  reply:  that  deponent  arid 
her  hufband  returned,  home ; and  that  the  man  in  company 
with  Duggan  never  fpoke  one  word.  And  further  this  depo 
pent  fayeth  not,  ^ 

The  next  Is  the  information  of  John  Ahern.  He  was  met 
on  the  road  to  Cloyne  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  on  the  iz.th 
of  June,  by  Daniel  Duggan,  who  afked  him  to  drink  a pot 
of  porter,  which  he  refufed,  it  being  late,  Duggan  then  put 
his  hand  in  his  pocket,  pulled  out  fome  papers,  and  faid  he 
had  a fum  of  money  for  deponent.  Deponent  apprehending 
faid  fummons  was  a notice  from  the  perfons  called  whiteboys, 
faid  he  would  not  take  It.  Duggan  then  pulled  out  a hand- 
ful of  papers,  which  by  the  little  light  that  then  was,  depor 
nent  believes  were  fummonfes;  and  Duggan  faid,  he  had  one 
,for  him,  one  for  Nick.  Dalton,  one  for  James  Garyan,  and 
one  for  William  Tower,  from  thofe  gentlemen,  meaning,  as 
deponent  believes,  the  whiteboys.  The  man  in  black  fpok? 
pot  one  word,  and  further  this  deponent  fayeth  not. 

Now,  I am  bold  to  fay,  that  upon  thefc  informations  it 
would  puzzle  all  the  crown  lawyers  in  the  three  kingdoms  to 
form  an  inditSlment,  and  if  I had  been  in  the  place  of  the 
learned  and  honourable  gentleman  that  was  fent  down  to 
profecute,  I fhould  not  have  hefitated  a moment  to  have 
fuperfeded  the  committal,  and  difcharged  the  man  without 
bail. — A man  pulls  out  papers,  which  in  the  night,  another 

man 
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man  believes  to  be  fummonfes,  and  for  this  he  is  to  be  Tent  to 
gaol,  and  profecuted  for  high  treafon.  The  learned  gentle- 
man very  properly  reje^ed  the  Information  as  Infuflicient;  in 
fo  doing,. he  did  honour  to  his  judgment,  and  to  the  difcern- 
ment  of  thofe  Avho  employed  him,  and  who  could  not  pof- 
fible  have  fele£led  a man  whofe  head  and  whofe  heart  more 
eminently  entitle  him  to  trull  and  to  confidence. 

If  any  gentleman  entertains  a doubt  concerning  the  fadls  I 
have  referred  to,  I am  ready  to  lay  the  proofs  upon  the  table. 
But  they  are  of  too  great  notoriety  ; therefore,  to  detain  the 
commit.ee  no  longer,  I move  you, 

“ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  fome  fur- 
ther provifions  by  ftatute  are  indifpenfably  necefiary  to  pre- 
yent  tumultuous  rifings  and  alTemblies,  and  for  the  more  ade- 
quate and  eflential  punifiimcnt  of  perfons  guilty  of  outrage, 
riot  and  illegal  combination,  and  of  adminiftering  and  tak- 
ing unlawful  oaths.’’ 

A petition  was  during  this  fellion  prefented  to  the  houfe, 
from  the  Prefbyterian  Clergy  conftituting  the  general  fynod 
of  Ulftcr  j fetting  forth,  “ that  the  petitioners  have  long  felt 
and  lamented  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  want  of  a 
feminary  of  learning,  fo  conftituted  as  to  fuit  their  circum- 
ftances,  for  the  education  of  their  youth  for  the  facred  mini- 
ftry  in  this  kingdom ; that  they  have  hitherto  been  obliged 
to  fend  their  fons  abroad  to  be  inftrufled  at  foreign  univerfi- 
ties,  at  the  hazard  of  their  perfonal  fafety,  at  an  incrcafed 
expence,  and  a confiderable  annual  lofs  to  the  nation  ; that 
fome  efforts  have  been  lately  made  to  cftablifh  an  inftitution 
of  this  kind  in  the  north,  but  that  the  petitioners  find  that 
the  expenfes  of  fuch  an  undertaking  muft  greatly  exceed  the 
ability  of  individuals,  and  that  unlefs  a fupport  more  an^ple 
and  permanent  than  that  which  can  arife  from  private  fub- 
fcriptions  be  obtained,  they  muft  defpair  of  carrying  their 

wilhes 
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wiflies  into  effe£l.  In  that  fituation,  to  whom  fhpuld  the  pe- 
titioners look  for  afnftance  but  to  thofe  who  are  fet  to  watch 
for  the  public  profperity,  to  whom  the  purfe  of  the  nation  is 
committed,  and  who,  in  fo  many  inftances,  have  difeovered 
a laudable  dlfpofition  to  apply  it  to  purpofes  both  honourable 
and  ufeful  ? The  petitioners  are  happy  to  perceive  that  the 
prefent  juncture  affords  encouragement  to  apply  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  Houfe  for  their  affiftance  with  the  confidence  of 
hope.  The  wifh  that  his  Majefty  has  gracioufly  expreffed, 
that  fome  plan  might  be  adopted  for  the  more  general  im- 
provement of  education  in  this  kingdom,  and  the  prompt 
refolution  of  the  Houfe  to  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  paternal 
inclination,  embolden  them  to  hope  for  favourable  attention, 
for  thb  petitioners  cannot  fuffer  themfelves  to  think  that  his 
Majefty's  proteftant  fubjedls,  the  preibyterians  of  Ireland,  will 
be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  fo  enlarged  a policy.  The 
petitioners  think  it  unneceflary  to  point  out  particularly  to  the 
Houfe  the  advantages  which  v/ouldarife  from  complying  with 
their  prefent  wifhes  5 they  only  beg  leave  to  fuggeft  that  it 
would  mark  the  liberality  and  equity  of  the  Houfe,  be  an  o-r 
bilging  gratification  to  a very  numerous  and  refpeclable  body 
of  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjeds,  prove  a confiderab-le  national 
faving,  and  add  to  the  credit  of  this  kingdom,  by  extending, 
its  literature  and  civilization  : With  expectations  thus  found- 
ed, therefore  the  petitioners  apply  to  the  generofity  of  the 
Houfe,  humbly  requefting  fuch  aid  for  inftituting  and  fup- 
porting  an  academy  or  academies  for  educating  their  youth 
for  the  {acred  fun^ftion,  unejer  the  fuperintendence  and  di- 
rection of  the  general  fynod  of  Ulfter  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall 
meet.  This  petition  was  not  complied  with. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  at  the  opening  bf  this  feffion,  inti- 
mated in  his  fpeech  that  his  Majefty  had  concluded  a treaty 
of  navigation  and  coa^merce  with  France ; it  was  therefore 
now  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to  take  that 
part  of  his  Excellencies  fpcech  into  confideration  : and  the 

com«)ittee  raade  the  following  report. 

. I.  Refolved, 
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1.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex-^ 
pedlent  that  all  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  which 
are  not  fpecified  in  the  ilxth  article  of  the  treaty  of  navigati- 
on and  commerce  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King,  figned  at  Verfailles  the  i6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1786,  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  on  payment 
of  duties  as  low  as  any  which  ihall  be  payable  on  the  impor- 
tation of  the  like  articles  from  any  other  European  nation. 

2.  Refolved,  that  It  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expedi- 
ent that  the  duty  to  be  paid  on  wines  imported  dlrc£lly  from 
France  into  Ireland  ihall  be  no  higher  than  thofe  duties 
which  they  now  pay, 

3.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  the 
duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  beer,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  import- 
ed into  this  kingdom,  fhall  be  at  the  rate  of  30I.  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

4.  Reifolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  cabinet 
work  and  turnery,  and  for  all  inftruments  of  mufic,  being 
of  the  manufadlure  ofthe  European  dominions  of  the  French 
King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be  at  the  rate  of  lol. 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

5.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expe- 
dient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  com- 
pofed  of  iron  or  fteel  feparately  or  mixed,  or  worked  or 
mounted  with  other  fubftanccs,  fuch  articles  being  of  the 
manufafture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King, 
and  not  exceeding  in  their  value  5^5.  Britifli,  or  54s.  2d, 
Irifti  currency,  by  the  hundred  weight,  imported  into  this 
inngdom,  fhall  be  at  the  rate  of  5!,  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Refolved, 
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6.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expc«» 
dient  that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  corn- 
pofed  of  iron  or  fteel  feparately  or  mixed,  or  worked  or 
mounted  with  other  fubftances,  and  exceeding  in  their  value 
50s.  Britifh,  or  54s.  2d.  Irlfli  currency,  by  the  hundred 
weight;  and  for  all  buttons,  buckles,  knives  or  feiflars,  and 
for  all  other  articles  of  hardware  or  cutlery,  and  for  all  arti- 
cles compofed  of  copper  and  brafs  feparately  or  mixed,  or 
worked  or  mounted  with  other  fubftances,  fuch  articles  be- 
ing of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the 
French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdoni,  (hall  be  at  the 
rate  of  lol.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

7.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expe- 
dient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  forts  of  cot- 
tons and  woollens,  whether  knit  or  woven,  including  hofie- 
ry,  the  produff  or  manufaClurc  of  the  European  dominions 
of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be 
.at  the  rate  of  12I.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

8.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  linens 
made  of  flax  or  hemp,  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European 
dominions  of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom^ 
tliall  be  no  higher  than  the  duty  which  linens  the  manufac* 
tore  of  Holland  imported  into  this  kingdom  now  pay. 

9.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  expe- 

dient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  for  c^mbricks  and 
lawns,  being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions 
of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fliall  be 
for  every  denw  piece  of  cambrick,  and  for  every  demi  piece 
of  lawn,  not  exceeding  feven  yards  and  three  quarters  of 
yard  Englifli  meafure  in  length,  and  not  being  above  the  va- 
lue of  50s.  Britifh,  or  54s.  2d.  Irifh  currency,  refpeCtively 
5s,  5d.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  length;  and 
' that 
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that  the  duty  for  any  cambrick  imported  in  demi  pieces  ex- 
ceeding feven-eighths  of  a yard  Englifh  meafore  in  breadth, 
and  for  any  lawn  imported  in  pieces  exceeding  one  yard  and 
a quarter  Englifh  meafure  in  breadth,  and  being  above  the 
value  of  50s.  Britifh,  cr  54s.  2d.  Irifli  currency,  refpec- 
tively,  fhall  be  lol.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

10.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  faddlery 
of  the  manufa<Slure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French 
King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fhall  be  at  the  rate  of 
15I.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

1 1.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  gauzes  of  all 
forts  of  the  manufadlure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the 
French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  flrall  be  at  the 
rate  of  lol.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

12.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  the  importa- 
tion into  this  kingdom  of  millinery  made  up  of  muflin,  lawn, 
cambrick  or  gauze  of  any  kind,  or  of  any  other  article  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  fixth  article  of  the^'faid  treaty  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions 
of  the  French  King,  fhall  be  at  the  rate  of  1 2I.  per  centum 
ad  valorem ; and  that  if  any  article  not  fo  fpecified,  and 
which  may  be  legally  imported  into  this  kingdom,  fhall  be 
ufed  in  fuch  millinery,  fuch  articles  fliall  pay  duties  as  if 
ieparately  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

13.  Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  porce- 
lains, earthen-ware  and  pottery  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  fhall  be  at  the  rate  of  12I.  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem. 


14.  Refolved, 
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14.  Rcfolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  the  duty  hereafter  to  be  paid  upon  all  glafs  and 
ghfs-ware  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominion  of 
the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  ihall  be  at 
the  rate  of  12I.  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

15.  Rcfolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  committee  to  be  ex- 
pedient that  beer,  being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European 
dominions  of  the  French  King,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
<hall  pay,  over  and  above  the  duty  to  be  paid  on  the  impor- 
tation thereof,  a further  duty  fufficient  to  countervail  the 
internal  duty  adlually  paid  on  beer  brewed  in  Ireland. 

Upon  thefe  refolutions  Mr.  Ogilvie  fpoke  as  follows,  vl2. 
— „ I am  extremely  fenfible  how  much  I (land  in  need  of  the 
kind  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  in  attempting  to  enter  upon 
the  coniideration  of  a fubject  of  fo  extenfive  a nature  as  the 
prefent  treaty;  andean  aflure  them,  that  the  difficulty  at- 
tending fo  arduous  an  undertaking  would  have  been  more 
than  fufficient  to  deter  me  from  the  attempt,  if  the  great 
importance  of  the  queftion  did  not  demand  the  moft  ferious 
examination,  and  feem  to  call  on  every  man  who  has  turned 
h’S  thoughts  to  commercial  fubje£ls,  to  lay  his  fentiments  on 
the  prefent  occahon  before  the  Houfe. 

At  the  fame  time,  that  I feel  this  ncceffity,  I mufi:  beg 
leave  to  premife  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  at  large 
into  the  fubjeef,  as  a political  arrangement  between  two 
mighty  empires,  nor  to  examine  what  may  be  its  probable 
operation  on  either  ftate  in  the  great  fcale  of  Europe : neither 
is  it  my  object  to  enquire  Into  the  effects  it  may  produce  on 
the  trade  and  manufactures,  the  revenues  and  finances  of 
Great  Britain  : I feel  myfelf  very  unequal  to  the  former  in- 
veftigatlcn  ; and  as  to  the  latter,  fince  the  prefent  treaty  has 
been  framed  by  the  Brltifh  cabinet,  and  cannot  be  carried  in- 
to execution  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment 


CoKectanea  J^oU'ttca*  121 

ment,  if  in  the  event  the  treaty  fhall  be  carried  into  e£fe6i 
by  that  approbation,  I conceive  that  we  are  bound  to  coni 
elude,  that  it  will  upon  the  whole  fecure  confiderable  ad- 
vantages to  all  thofe  great  interefts,  however  it  may  appear 
to  us  to  entail  confiderable  difadvantages  on  fome  of  thenni 
in  certain  particulars— and  that  the  balance  of  benefit  is  effec- 
tually fecured  to  that  kingdom* 

Under  that  conviaion,  I fliall  proceed  to  take  a view  of  the 
treaty  as  it  may  affea  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  ednfidered  ex- 
clufively  and  without  any  reference  to  thofe  of  Great  Britain: 
And  am  free  to  declare  on  this  ground,  and  undef  the  above 
qualification,  that  on  the  moft  fair  and  impartial  examination 
I have  been  able  to  give  It,  the  prefent  treaty  with  France,  as 
fimply  affc(n:ing  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  meets 
with  my  approbation.  Nay,  I will  even  go  further  and  de- 
clare, that  abftra£led  from  the  idea  of  a common  intereft  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  prefent  treaty  may  be 
highly  dangerous,  and  even  injurious  to  Great  Britain,  and 
yet  highly  advantageous  to  Ireland. . Whoever  for  a moment 
adverts  to  the  great  difference  in  the  fituation  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  will  readily  fee  the  juftice  of  this  obfervation : 
Great  Britain,  at  the  zenith  of  hefgreatnefs,  and  fummit  of 
manufa£l:uring  excellence,  had  every  thing  to  apprehend  from 
overturning  the  whole  fyftem  that  has  raifed  her  to  her  pre- 
fent envied  fituation.  If  the  experiment  fails,  fhe  is  ruined. 
Nay,  if  it  fucceeds  to  her  utmoft  wifhes,  fhe  will  ftill  run  a 
greater  rifk  than  prudence  would  poflibly  juftify,  where  fo 
much  depended  on  the  uncertainty  of  the  event.  This  may 
atfirft  appear  a paradox,  but  a flight  degree  of  confideration 
will  explain  rny  meaning.  If  the  French  trade  proves  advan- 
tageous, it  will  divert  the  Britifli  manufactures  from  the  other 
markets  of  Europe,  which  they  now  enjoy,  to  this  new  chan- 
nel. And  the  more  advantageous  the  French  trade  proves^ 
the  more  will  the  Ruffian,  the  German,  theSpanlfh,  and  the 
Portuguefe  markets  be  neglcdlcd.  If,  when  the  Britifh  ma- 
VOL.  11.  ! nufatores 
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nufa£lures  and  capital  have  got  conficlerably  engaged  in  the 
French  trade,  war  fhould  break  out  between  the  two  king-  ^ 
doms,  and  fuch  a circumftance  is  by  no  means  improbable, 
what  fhort  of  ruin  to  the  Britifti  manufadlures  and  to  the  . 
Bate  would  be  the  confequence?  And  if  the  balance  of  trade 
fhould  be  greatly  againft  France,  as  Toon  as  fh.e  has  got  pof- 
fefllon  of  the  machinery  ufed  in  the  Britifli  manufactures,  a 
war  would  be  the  cheapeft  way  for  her  to  extricate  herfelf 
from  fuch  a fit*uation.  But  Ireland,  in  the  infancy  of  her 
progrefs,  has  little  to  lofe  and  a great,  deal  to  gain  ; any 
change  almoft  from  the  prefent  Bate  would  be  an  advantage; 
and  file  may  fafely  venture  an  experiment  where  the  risk  is 
trifling,  and  the  profpeCt  of  advantage  confldcrable.  Great 
Britain  cannot  forget  that  the  American  war  gave  indepen- 

• dence  to  the  Irifh  legiflature  ; I flnccrely  hope  that  no  future 
calamity  to  the  Bate  may  give  an  extenfion  to  her  trade  and 
her  manufactures. 

I fliall  now  proceed,  to  give  fome  reafons  for  the  opinion 
1 have  advanced,  that  the  prefent  treaty  will  be  advantageous 
to  the  trade  of  Ireland  *,  and  ftiall  conflder  its  effeCls  firfl;  on 
the  imports,  and  then  on  the  exports.  As  I mean  hereafter 
to  take  a particular  view  of  the  tariff,  I fhall  at  prefent  ob- 

• ferve  that  belides  the  four  great  articles  of  wine,  brandy, 
vinegar  and  oil,  every  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  ftate 
of  the  French  manufaClurcs  muff  know,  that  a grfeat  variety 
of  articles  will  be  imported  from  that  kingdom  into  Ireland. 
But  as  thofe  will  almoft  entirely  confift  of  the  finer  manu- 
factures and  luxuries,  which  are  at  prefent  fupplied  from 
Great  Britain,  the  difadvantage  refulting  from  this  importa- 
tion will  affeCl  the  Britifh  manufacturer  much  more  than  the 
Irifh;  ?.nd  as  far  as  it  fhall  go,  will  be  a lofs  to  that  kingdom; 
for  in  the  fpccies  of  manufactures  in  which  Ireland  has  hither- 
to refifted  the  competition  with  Great  Britain,  flie  will  have 
little  to  apprehend  from  France,  except  in  one  inftance  that 
I fhall  mention  hereafter;  and  in  the  fineft  branches  France 
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snuH;  underfell  Great  Britain  before  (he  can  fend  hers  into 
this  kingdom  ; which  competition  will  be  a partial  advantage 
to  Ireland,  by  lowering  the  price  to  the  confiimer.  For  as 
tQ  its  increafing  the  quantity  of  imports,  I fhould  think  there 
is  not  much  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  imports  muft  ever  be 
bound  and  regulated  by  the  ability  of  the  confumers,  and  if 
that  increafes,  the  increafed  import  will  not  be  an  additional 
inj  Liry.  The  lofs  in  this  branch  will  be  entirely,  I apprehend, 
to  Britain,  and  is  one  part  of  the  purchafe  fhe  pays  for  her 
treaty.  And  I fhall  beg  leave  to  congratulate  the  Houfe  on 
the  firft  inftance  of  her  giving  up  a monopoly.  I wifh  for 
her  fake  that  the  facrifice  had  been  made  to  an  old  and  faith-^ 
ful  relation,  rather  than  to  a new  and  untried  friend. 

In  turning  to  the  exports,  the  firft  objecl  that  naturally 
prefents  itfelf  is  the  linen  manufacture. — And  here  1 am  hap- 
py to  declare,  from  the*authority  of  fome  of  th«  moft  intelli- 
gent men  in  the  trade,  that  they  confider  the  duty,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  alTured  us  it  is  now  fettled, 
fufEcient  to  proteCt  the  home  market  againft  all  competition 
from  the  Flemifh  and  French  low  priced  goods,  while  the 
fine  linens  of  this  kingdom  will  find  their  way  into  France 
under  that  duty. — And  though  fine  linens  are  mot  at  this 
day  in  general  ufc  in  France,  it  is  im.poffible,  from  the  friend- 
ly intercourfe  and  clofe  connexion  that  is  likely  to  follow 
from  this  treaty,  but  that  the  fine  linens  of  Ireland  mufi: 
grow  into  faftiion  with  the  refined  nation  of  France  ; and 
whenever  it  does,  fuch  is  the  fuperior  excellence  and  intrln- 
fic  merit  of  this  manufacture,  that  it  will  uri'doubtedly  ftand 
its  ground  againft  all  competition.  Diapers  and  damaflcs  are 
in  the  fame  fituation  5 they  have  been  but  lately  introducedj^ 
but  are  in  great  requeft  among  the  moft  fafhionable  ranks, 
and  as  foon  as  they  are  more  generally  known,  they  cannot 
fail  of  finding  a certain  and  advantageous  market  in  France; 
— And  though  cambricks  will  certainly  fufFer,  I confider  this 
partial  inconvenience  more  than  compenfated  by  the  benefit 

that  will  arife  to  the  other  branches  of  the  trade . There 
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There  is  another  extenfive  branch  of  exports,  that  I am  al- 
moft  afhamed  to  mention  tvithin  thefc  walls,  that  will  derive 
no  inconfiderable  advantage  from  the  intercourfe  with 
France;  and  though  wretched  indeed  muft  the  policy  of  that 
nation  be,  that  confider's  the  export  of  raw  materials  as  an 
advantage,  yet,  as  it  has  been  (o  ftated  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houle  in  the  late  commercial  negociations  with  Bri- 
tain, when  it  was  ferioufly  propofed  to  fecure  and  continue 
this  advantage  to  Ireland  for  ever,  I am  founded  in  faying 
that  as  far  as  it  is  an  advantage,  that  advantage  will  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  facility  we  fliall  derive  from  the  treaty  in 
fending  our  wool,  worftedj  yarn,  and  linen  yarn,  our  raw 
hides  and  tallow,  to  our  new  French  friends.  But,  if  this 
treaty  takes  place,  I hope  we  lhall  fee  a more  enlightened 
fyftem  brought  forward,  and  that  Ireland  fhall  not  continue 
to  be  the  only  manufacturing  ftate  in  Europe,  that  does  not 
guard  fo  valuable  materials  of  manufacture  by  a duty  on  the 
export ; and  in  recommending  a duty,  I do  not  mean  a 
prohibiting  duty,  but  fuch  a regulated  duty  as  fhould  give  a 
decifive  preference  to  the  Irifh  manufactures  in  the  articles 
of  Irifh  produce. 

Having  thus,  made  feme  general  obfervations  as  they  oc- 
cur on  the  firft  view,  I fhall  proceed  to  ftate  the  further  ad- 
vantage that  the  prefent  treaty  offers  to  Ireland,  by  flightly 
touching  on  the  feparate  articles  of  the  tariff,  and  briefly 
flating  the  advantages  and  like  wife  the  difad  vantages,  likely 
to  ariie  from  each  article,  as  they  appear  to  me. 

The  flrft  thing  that  naturally  flrikes  the  flighteft  obfervet 
on  this  part  of  the  treaty,  is,  that  the  firft  four  articles  con- 
tain exclufive  benefits  to  the  foul:  great  ftaple  commodities  of 
France,  wine,  brandy,  vinegar  and  oil,  without  any  adequate 
compenfation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  for  except  thefe 
four,  every  other  article  of  the  treaty  reciprocates,  and  I am 
utterly  at  a lofs  to  account  for  the  conduCt  of  the  able  nego- 

clator 
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! clator  who  tranfafled  the  treaty^  in  making  fo  great  and  im- 
ij  portant  conceffions  to  France,  without  any  valuable  confidera- 
tion  fecured  to  Great  Britain  in  return. 

I As  to  the  next  article,  beer,  confidering  the  increafing 
jl  tafte  for  porter  in  France  I fliould  not  defpair  of  Ireland's 

I receiving  fome  advantage  from  it ; for  if  fhe  can  afford  to 

I fell  lief  porter  at  the  French  market  in  any  degree  cheaper 

' than  the  Britifh,  I am  perfuaded  that  the  French  would  pre- 

j fer  the  light  porter  of  Ireland  to  the  heavy  liquor  of  Great 

■ Britain. 

As  to  the  objedl  of  the  fixth  article,  if  I were  to  follow  the 
’ reafohing  of  a' great  authority.  Lord  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  Gib- 
bon, I might  argiie  that  Ireland  would  be  able  to  meet  Great 
Bfitaih  at  the  French  market,  in  feveral  articles  of  iron  warej 
but  I am  inuch  more  inclined,  on  this  occafion,  to  agree 
with  an  honourable  baronet  oppofite  to  me,  in  declaring  my 
opinion  that  Ireland  cannot  poffibly  derive  any  advantage  in 
this  branch' of  trade. 

As  to  furniture  and- turnery  wares,  l am  forry  to  differ  fo 
widely  from  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, as  to  declare  my  firm  belief  that  France  will  fend 
corifiderable  quantities  of  both  articles,  not  only  to  Ireland 
but  alfo  to  Great  Britain  ; the  fuperior  taffe  of  French  fur- 
niture and 'toys  being  generally  known,  and  univerfally  ad- 
i mittedl  ' 

I am  forry>  to  fay  that  the  firfl  part  of  the  next  article  is 
likely,  in  my  opinion,  to  prove  ftill  more  adverfe  to  Ireland, 
by  * ftrileirig  almofl:  at  the  root  of  her  infant  cotton  manu- 
factures, for.  as  fhe  is  already  underfold  by  Britain  in  the  fin- 
er fpecies  of  this  manufacture,  fp  I think  it  may  juftly  be  ap- 
prehended that  France  will  be  able  to  underfel  no't  only  the 
Irifh,  but  even' the  Britifh  manufacturer  in  the  coarfer 

branches; 
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branches ; for  France  pofTefTes  alnioft  a monopoly  of  the  raw 
materials,  and  has,  I underhand,  ever  fince  the  conclufion 
of  the  prefent  treaty^  impofed  anew  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
on  the  export  of  raw  cotton  ; which  clearly  proves  the  de- 
termination of  purfuing  this  obje£l  with  vigour ; and  there  is 
no  inhance  where  {he  has  done  fo,*even  under  much  more 
unfavourable  circumftances,  that  'her  exertions  have  not 
been  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

As  to  the  fecond  part,  woollens,  &c.  I think*  Ireland  hands 
a better  chance.  For  though  France,  as  I conceive,  will  bq 
able  to  import  old  drapery  into  this  kingdom,  the  French 
fcarlets,  blacks,  blues,  and  fancy  goods,  being  to  my  know- 
ledge infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Englifh,  the  lofs  on  this  im- 
portation will  be  to  the  Britilh  rather  than  the  Iri{h  manufac- 
turer 5 whereas  the  latter  will  derive  great  and  certain  benefit 
from  the  exportation  of  new  drapery,  as  I have  thq  authority 
of  the  firft  manufacturers  in  that  line,  examined  at  your  bar 
an  the  year  1782,  to  declare  that  Ireland  could  even  then 
underfel  Britain  in  fingle  fluffs  and  ferges:  if  to  thefe  flie  can 
add  camblets,  as  f believe ihe  can,  {he  will  find  a cprtahi  and 
ready  market  in  France,  \yhere  that  fpecies  of  goods 'is  in 
general  ufe ; befides  the  quantities  fhe  now  exports  tojhc 
Levant;  and  although  feme  men,  whofe  aflertions  have  great 
weight  with  me,  affert  that  Ireland  is  not  fufficiently  pqfTelF 
ed  of  the  raw  materials  to  rival  in  this  manufaClure,  yet  the 
{ingle  circumftance  of  her  having  exported  laft  year  75,000 
{lone  of  worfled  yarn.  Is  an  unanfwerable  proof  that  Ihe  may 
extend  it  confiderably  beyond  what  it  is  at  prelent,  r : 

I have  already  fald^fo  much  about  linens,  that  Xfhall  but 
add,  that  Ireland  is  fo  well  fituated  in  every  refpeCl,  that  (he 
'mull  in  a little  time,  in  confequence  of  the  great  market 
opened  to  her  by  this  treaty,  engrofs  the  whole  trade  in 
printed  linens  ; as  it  is  Impofliblc  that  Britilh  capital  fhould 
pot  be  employed  in  a bufinefs  that  promifes  fuch  certainty  of 
' - ■ * fuccefs. 
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fuccefs.  There  is  alfo  another  branch  of  this  bufinefs,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  fmall  ware  trade,  confiding  of  tapes, 
garters,  See.  Sec.  which,  if  I can  credit  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith  of  Manchefter,  as  dated  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Walker,  read  in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  Britidi  houfe 
of  Commons,  while  the  Irifh  propofitions  were  before  that 
gHoufe,  cannot  fail  of  proving  highly  advantageous  to  Ireland, 
For,  infignificant  as  that  branch  may  appear,  that  gentleman 
dates  that  3000  people  are  employed  in  it  at  Mancheder; 
and  fo  decided  is  the  fuperiority  that  Ireland  enjoys  in  this 
branch,  that  Mr.  Smith  declared  his  refolution  of  emigrating 
with  his  property,  to  edablifli  that  manufacture  here  if  the 
propofitions  pafled.  As  a proof  e»f  the  fuperior  advantage-' 
to  be  derived  from  edablifhing  this  trade  in  Ireland,  I fhould 
only  mention  that  Ihe  exported  lad  year  no  lefs  than  3 ■ 

cwt.  of  linen  yarn. 

But  the  great  and  mod  edentlal  advantage,  after  linen,  to 
be  derived  from  this  treaty,  I conceive  to  arife  from  the  next 
article,  of  faddlery,  particularly  if  the  explanation  given  of 
this  general  term  be  jud,  as  comprehending  not  only  articles 
that  can  barely  pafs  under  that  nanae,  but  every  fpecies  of 
leather  manufacture,  as  boots,  fhocs,  and  gloves.  The  houfe 
will  perhaps  be  furprized  to  hear  that  Ireland  exported  laft 
year  no  lefs  than  79,581  raw  hides,  19,75b  dozen  of  calves 
fkins,  and  1444  cwt.  of  kid  and  lamb  Ikins: — a fad  and  con- 
vincing proof  of  the  wretchednefs  and  poverty  of  this  coun- 
try ! On  the  fubject  of  the  didurbances  of  the  fouth,  that 
have  fp  lately  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Houfe,  we  all 
feemed  to  admit  that  poverty  and  didrefs  had  been  one  very 
material  caufe  of  the  diforders  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 
in  whatever  manner  that  poverty  had  been  occafioned.  With 
fuch  valuable  fources  of  wealth  and  indudry  within  the  king- 
dom, fhould  it  not  be  well  worth  the  confideration  of  an  in- 
telligent adminidration  to  attempt  to  carry  them  into  opera- 
tion ? I could  venture  to  adure  them  that  finding  employment 

for 
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for  the  people  would  do  more  to  fecure  the  peace  of  fociety, 
than  all  the  penal  laws  ever  enafted.  It  was  dated,  on  the 
occafion  I have  already  mentioned,  at  the  bar  of  the  Britifii 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  from  twenty  to  thirty  thoufand 
men  were  employed  in  Scotland  in  wmrking  for  the  export 
trade  of  boots  and  Ihoes  ; and  it  is  equally  certain,  to  the 
convi(dion  of  every  man  who  hears  me,  that  Ireland  can 
underfel  Great  Britain  in  this  trade  by  at  lead  20  per  cent. 
So  that  in  the  article  of  boots  alone,  ^yhich  are  lately  become 
fafhionable  in  France,  ilie  can  expe£t  great  and  certain  ad- 
vantages. This  budnefs  indeed  requires  a capital,  which  is 
not  readily  to  be  found  as  yet  in  Ireland  ; but  I diould  thjnk 
that  the  certainty  of  a great  profit  would  infallibly  draw 
Britidi  capital  into  this  kingdom,  if  the  peace  of  the  country 
were  properly  fecured.  Iridi  gloves  are  fought  after  in  France, 
and  i fhould  think  may  enter  into  the  trade. 

Gauzes,  I conceive,  cannot  be  much  injured,  Millinery  • 
appears  of  too  delicate  a condruflion  to  be  brought  from  fo 
great  a didance  in  any  great  quantity,  as  a pattern  will  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofe  ^ and  porcelain  we  imported  under  lower 
duties  before  the  treaty.  Plate  glafs  we  diall  receive  from 
France,  and  fend  her  Irifii  cut  glafs  in  return : and  fo  decided 
are  the  advantages  of  Ireland  in  this  latter  branch,  that  die 
certainly  ought  very  confiderably  to  underfel  Great  Britain 
at  the  French  market;  for  the  Britifh  m^nufa(durers  proved 
that,  after  receiving  the  drawback,  the  excife  duty  left  a 
charge  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  exportation,  exclufive  of  the 
local  advantages  arifing  to  the  Iridi  manufacturer  from  cheap 
provifion,  cheap  labour,  and  lower  taxes.  And  I am  happy  to 
add,  that  I have  feen,  as  I believe  every  man  in  this  Houfe 
has,  a girandole  exhibited  as  afpecimen  from  the  glafs  manu- 
facture at  Waterford,  which  in  tade,  beauty'and  execution 
is  not  inferior  to  any  ever  made  in  England  ; and  as  Water- 
ford is  very  happily  fituated  for  that  budnefs,  I hope  ther^ 
can  he  no  doubt  of  its  fucctfs. 
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Having  thus  given  a fair  and  impartial  view  of  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  treaty,  as  it  appears  to  me,  on  the  trade  of  France 
and  Ireland,  I fhall  briefly  ftate  the  exports  of  each  at  a 
general  view  of  the  whole.  On  the  fide  of  France  I fhould 
place  wine,  brandy,  vinegar,  oil,  furniture,  turnery,  toys, 
cambricks,  fine  cloth,  courfe  cottons,  millinery,  porcelain, 
and  plate  glafs.  On  the  fide  of  Ireland,  the  provifion  trade 
as  before,  in  beef,  butter,  pork,  &c.  &c.  candles,  a lhare  in 
the  corn  trade,  and  of  the  beer ; new  drapery  in  its  various 
branches,  fine  linen,  diaper,  damalk,  tapes,  faddlery,  boots, 
fhoes,  gloves,  and  cut  glafs.  In  all  which,  without  fomo 
unaccou^'table  mifmanagement,  Ireland  ought  to  be  able  to 
fuppoiit  a competition  with  fimilar  articles  from  Britain,  at  the 
French  marlcet. 

On  confidering  the  above  ftatement,  the  jufticeof  the  ob* 
fecvation  I have  alreaoy  made  will  appear  indj(putable,  that 
the  increaje  of  French  imports  will  affect  the  Britiffi  manu* 
fa<fl:urer  much  more  than  the  Irilh,  whereas  the  encreafe  oj[ 
the  Irilh  exports  will  be  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  Ire*. 

Let  me  beg  leave  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  advantages  tha?  Ireland  will,  enjoy  in  the  trade  to  France 
oyer  and  above  what  fhe  would  have  had  in  a trade  to  Britain, 
as  offered  in  a bill  propofed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  right 
•honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Orde].  In  the  French  mai^efc 
Ireland  can  meet  Britain  with  all  the  advantages  of  her  fituari 
tion,  and  at  the  fame  import  duties.  In  the  Britiffi  market, 
her  manufadures  were  firft  to  have  been  fubjefl  to  an  import 
duty  of  I of  per  cent,  and  then  to  countervailing  duties,  which 
in  moft  inftances  could  not  be  lefs  than  from  20  to  30  jper 
cent.  Now,  if  even  under  this  immenfe  duty  the  Britiffi 
manufaiflurers  declared,  that  they  fliould  not  be  fafe  againff 
Irilh  competition,  but  would  emigrate  to  Ireland  and  eftablifli 
their  manufaihires  here,  I hope  the  gentlemen  wiH  not  a6! 
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up  to  their  declarations,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance  £he  tempts- 
tion  to  emigrate  is  much  ftronger  than  it  was  on  a former 
occafion.  And  indeed,  as  a manufadlurer  feems  to  me,  from 
his  afTertions,  to  be  very  much  a man  of  the  world,  without 
any  other  attachment  to  country  than  as  it  promotes  his 
private  intereft,  I Ihoidd  not  be  furprized  if,  in  confequence 
of  this  treaty,  numbers  fiiould  emigrate  to  France,  as  well  as 
Ireland.  One  important  advantage  therefore,  that  Ireland 
derived  from  the  prefent  treaty  with  France  was,  that  it  for 
ever  precluded  a.  poflibility  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man’s bill  being  offered  to  them  again,  and  fet  them  on 
higher  ground  in  any  future  arrangement  with  Great  Britain 
than:they  had  flood  on  before ; for  in  addition  to  what  I have 
flated  above.  Great  Britain  has  in  the  prefent  inftance  ftipu- 
lated  for  countervailing  duties,  on  only  certain  articles  of 
French  imports,  whereas  fhe'  infifted  on  every  article  of  Irifh 
manufacture  being  fubjeCt  to  them,  which  would  have  very 
generally  operated  as  prohibitions.  Another,  and  no  incon- 
flderable  advantage  to  Ireland,  is  the  advantage  of  precedent; 
for  here  is  on  ^your  table  a commercial  treaty  without  any 
reftriClions  on  the  legiflative  authority  of  either  of  the  con- 
trading  parties ; for  the  parliament  of  Paris  had  neither  en- 
gaged to  fegifter  the  ads  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  nor  the 
Bririfli  parliament  to  enad.the  edids  of  the  French  king* 
Every'  pretence,  therefore,  drawn  from  the  neceflity  of  a 
commercial  arrangement,  tojuftify  any  reftridion  of  thelegi- 
fia'tive'and  deliberative  powers  of  this  Houfe,  is  done  away  for 
cveri 

as  it  if  evident  that  every  obligation  made  by  the 
Britifh  manufadurers,  to  an  arrangement  with  Ireland  two 
ago,  applies  with  infinitely  greater  force  under  this 
ll^aty,  not  only  to  Ireland,  but  to  France  alfo,  to  what  mo- 
tive can  we  aferibe  their  vociferous  oppofition  on  the  oneoc- 
cafion,  and  their  filent  acquiefcence  on  the  other?  Is  it  not 
fair,  to  conclude  from  fo  contradidory  a condud>  that  being 

already 
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already  in  polTelHon  of  every  advantage  that  Ireland  could  be- 
flow,  they  were  deaf  to  the  fugged  ions  of  juftice  and  grati- 
tude, and  obftinately  perdfted  in  refufing  to  extend  the 
flighteft  poflibility  of  a reciprocal  benefit  to  their  fifter  king- 
dom : but  that  in  order  to  acquire  a new  market  in  France, 
they  were  ready,  not  only  to  incur  a certain  lofs  as  the  pur- 
chafers,  but  likewife  to  rifk  the  very  exiftence  of  their 
country  to  gratify  their  avarice  ? After  fuch  a conduct,  it 
will  be  impoffible  for  them  to  find  an  honeft  man  in  either 
Uoufe  of  Parliament  to  fupport  their  interefted  pretendons 
and  unfair  claims,  in  cafe  of  any  future  commercial  adjuft- 
ment  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Nor  has  the  conduct  of 
the  right  honourable  getitleman  on  the  floor  [Mr.  Ord^]been 
lefs  remarkable. — On  a former  occafion  he  dealt  out  long- 
winded  orations, ‘ graced  and  fet  off  with  the  high  founding 
terms  of  mart,  monopoly  and  emporium.  On  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion, his  pompous  afTumption  had  dwindled  into  a modefl: 
diflidence  ; he  hefitated — he  faultered— and  the  words  ex- 
pired feebly  in  his  trembling  lips.  How  fhall  we  account 
for  fuch  difference  of  conduft  ? Shall  we  bdieve,  as  I fincere- 
ly  hope,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman’s  was  apoliti- 
cal ficknefs?  Did  he  imagine  that  any  arguments' coming  from 
hirn'in  fupport  of  a'commercial  arrangement  would  have  no 
weight' with' this  Houfe  ; and  that  his  appearing  indifferent 
to  the  fate  of  the  treaty,  was  the  fureft  way  to  recomm'end 
it  to  the  prote61:ion  of  the  friends  of  the  people?  Or  did  he 
a<Sl;ually  believe  that  the  treaty  would  be  produdlive  of  great 
and  important  advantages  to  the  trade  and  manufa^ures  of 
this  kingdom,  and  really  ficken  at  the  profpedt? 

Having  thus,  trefpaffed  fo  long  on  the  patience  of' the 
Houfe,  in'colifidering  the  comm^ial  part  of  the  treaty;  may 
I beg  leave  to  requeft  their  further  indulgence,  to  ^dd  dfliy 
a few 'word  s'  dfi  thfe  cohfequehcesdikely  to  arife^from  it  to  the 
pofitical  flare  of  Ireland;  as  ultimately  conneffed  with  Great 
Britain  in  one  common  intereft,  ‘and  a member  of  the  fame 
empire.  It 
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It  has  ever  been  my  decided  opinion,  that  the  mercantile 
interefts  of  a ftate  deferve  every  poflible  degree  of  encourage- 
ment and  protection  ; but  that  they  ftill  ought  to  be  con- 
hdered  only  in  a fecondary  light,  as  fublervient  to  the  landed 
intcreft.  As  I defy  any  man  to  point  out  an  inftance  of  any 
. ftate,  in  which  the  mercantile  intereft  has  acquired  the  afeen- 
dancy  in  the  direction  of  foreign  affairs,  and  the  formation  of 
treaties,  where  the  ruin  of  that  ftate  has  been  the  certain  and 
immediate  confequence  ; to  illuftrate  this  alfertion,  I fhall 
give  but  two  examples  ; the  one  drawn  from  the  hiftory  of 
the  great  commercial  ftate  of  Carthage ; while  her  Hamil- 
cars  and..  liannibals  at  the  head  of  her  nobility  and  landed 
intecefty  direCted  her  government,  ftie  was  able  not  only  to 
refift  the  power  of  the  Roman  empire,  but  to  carry  her 
vicftprlous  arms  to  the  very  gates  of  the  enemy’s  capital,  and 
to  threaten  Romo  with  deftruClion : But  no  fooner  had  the 
government  got  into  the  hands  of  Hanno,  and  the  mercaii- 
tije  intereft,  than  a fad  reverie  took  place,  their  armies  were 
recalled,  fheir  fuccefaful  leaders  difgraced—af  league  of  feign- 
ed frjendfhip  fucceeded  to  natural  hoftility — the  market  of 
tker  Roman  empire  was  too  great  a temptation  to  be  relifted 

the  merchants  aod  manufadfurers, of  Carthage;  a treaty  of 
commerce  w^s  entered  into,  and  in  lefs  than  fifty  years,  the 
total  ruin  of  their  . ft, was  the  confequence  of  their  creduli- 
ty and  ayarice.  ' 

Nor  is  the  prefent  fituatlon  of  Holland  a lefs  ftriking  exam- 
ple of  the  truth  of  the  above  obfervation.  While  the  princes 
of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  at  the  head  of  the  nobility  and 
landed  intereft,  directed  thp  government  of  the  ftates,  they 
were  able,  even  in  the  infancy  of  their  exiftence,  not  only  to 
ftem  tbe^  encroaching  violence  of  the  h'rench  arms,  but  to 
tear  tfte  triumphant,  laurd?,  from  the  brow  of  jheir  haugfttjj 
monarch,  X*quis.^IV.  B^t  how  dreadful  has  been  the  re- 
verfe  fince  their  government^has  fallen  into  the  . hands  of  the 
democracy  and  the  raerpantfte  intereft!  They  have  formed 

leagues 


Collectanea  Foltitca.  135 

leagues  of  friend fliip,  and  treaties  of  commerce  with  their 
former  enemy;  their  fleets  and  armies  have  been  neglected — 
their  honour  and  dignity  facrificed  to  their  avarice.  And 
from  the  dignified  fitiiation  they  once  held  in  the  fcale  of 
Europe,  they  have  dwindled  into  an  infignificant  province 
under  the  proteftion  of  that  very  kingdom  whofe  arms  they 
formerly  refifted  with  fubcefs.  The  firft  part  of  the  parallel. 
In  both  inftances,  applies  ftricStly  to  the  hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  refpeft  to  France  ; and  while  fimilar  caufes  con- 
tinue to  produce  fimilar  effeefts,  I can  fee  no  reafon  to  expert 
an  extraordinary  interpofition  in  our  favour. 

In  fuch  a profpefi:  there  is  certainly  much  fcrlous  matter  of 
apprehenfion  ; for  though  every  man  in  this  Houfe  is  con- 
vinced, that  whatever  enmity  France  may  ftill  harbour  to- 
wards Britain,  Ihe  bears  no  enmity  to  Ireland  ; yet  this  king- 
dom will  ever,  I hope,  have  the  good  fenfe  to  adopt  the  fen- 
timents  of  this  Houfe,  in  reje^fing  the  dangerous  and  fatal 
doftrines  of  feparate  interefls ; and  that  the  depreffion  of  the 
one  is  the  elevation  of  the  other.  If  the  condudf  of  Britain 
towards  Ireland  has  hitherto  been  chargeable  with  proceed- 
ing on  fuch' narrow  views,  I hope  a more  enlightened  policy 
towards  this  kingdom  will  be  one  immediate  conlequence  of 
the  prefent  treaty.  Britain  muff  now  recede  and  do  juftice 
to  Ireland. 

The  minifter  who  framed  the  treaty  could  not  pofflbly  be 
aware  of  the  fituation  in  which  it  puts  the  connexion  between 
the  two  kingdoms ; for  I cannot  believe  that  it  could  be  his 
intention’ to  grant  to  the  fubjefls  of  France  indulgences  that 
have  been  hitherty  refufed  to  the  fellow  fubjedls  in  Ireland  ; 
nor  to  fend  the  fhips  and  manufaftures  of  Ireland  to  the  ports 
of  France  to  receive  the  benefits  and  advantages  that  have 
been  denied  them  in  thofe  of  Britain.  Such  a fyftem  would 
be  little  fhort  of  infanity — juftice  therefore  muft  be  done  to 
Ireland — every  thing  on  her  part  has  already  been  done  for 

Great 
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Great  Britain  ; — her  ports  have  not  only  been  opened  to  the 
importation  of  every  fpecies  of  Britifli  manufacture,  but  alio 
to  the  export  of  every  fort  of  raw  materials,  to  the  great  and 
manifeft  injury  of  her  own  manufactures.  Her  conduct  has 
been  not  only  friendly  but  liberal  in  the  extreme.  I hope 
(lie  will  never  again  have  the  weaknefs  to  make  propolition5 
to  Britain.  If  Britain  fhall  not  be  mduced  to  follow  her 
generous  example,  a judicious  imitation  of  Britifh  reftridtions 
and  prohibitions  will  foon  convince  her  of  the  danger  of 
driving  this  kingdom  to  the  neceflicy  of  taking  the  redrefs  of 
her  grievances  into  her  own  hands.  She  will  then  repent  of 
her  injuftice  when  it  is  too  late,  and  in  grafping  at  too  much 
may  lofe  all 

\V“e  have  lately,  had  the  Internal  hate  of  the  country, 
and  particularly  the  province  of  Munfter,  under  our  confide- 
ration  ; and  if  the  hints  that  were  thrown  out  on  that  oc- 
cafion  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  of  concerted  tu- 
mult and  fyflematical  infurreeSlion  be  at  all  founded,  I leave 
every  man  to  decide  what  may  be  the  probable  operation  of 
a clofer  connexion  with  France,  every  circumftance  confider- 
ed,  on  the  interior  peace  and  government  of  that  province.' 
As  I really  have  never  been  able  to  form  any  decided  opinion 
on  the  caufe  of  thofe  diforders,  I fhall  leave  the  further  con- 
lideration  of  what  I have  fimply  adverted  to,  to  the  gentle- 
men beft  acquainted  with  that  province,  as  I feel  myfelf  re- 
trained by  motives  of  prudence  from  entering  into  a minute 
inveftigation  of  fo  delicate  a fubjedt. 

After  returning  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  their  kind  indul- 
gence, I fhall  conclude  with  repeating  that  the  prefent  treaty, 
as  far  as  It  affedls  the  trade  and  manufadlures  of  Ireland,  ab- 
tradted  from  every  other  confideration,  meets  vvith  my  ap- 
probation. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  without  any  divifion,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  ‘‘  That  an  humble  ad- 

drefs 
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drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty',  expreffing  our  unfeigned 
thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  Majefty's  gracious  communica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  concluded  be- 
tween his  Majefty  and  the  mod  Chridlan  King ; thatj^ever 
felicitous  to  encreafe  the  fources  of  mutual  profperlty  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  we  humbly  entreat  his  Majefty  to 
accept  our  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  prefent  fignal 
inftance  of  royal  attention  to  our  common  intereft?  in  trea- 
ties with  foreign  dates  *,  and  we  retain  the  firmed  confi- 
dence of  an  equal  care  in  his  royal  bread  on  all  fimilar  occa- 
fions.  That  we  humbly  thank  his  Majedy  for  the  provifi- 
ons  made  by  this  treaty  to  fecure  and  extend  our  manufac- 
tures upon  fuch  a liberal  foundation  of  reciprocity  as  gives 
aflurance  that  the  treaty  will  be  permanent ; and  that  we  truft 
that  an  habitual  intercourfe  of  commercial.intereds  and  good 
offices  with  the  kingdom  of  France  will  excite  in  us  a friend- 
ly enaulation  in  the  induftrious  arts  of  peace ; that  we  fhall 
immediately  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  the  proper 
means  to  give  effecd  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  and  to 
enable  his  Majedy  fully  to  carry  into  execution  engagements 
which  appear  to  us  to  be  founded  in  wifdom  and  equity,  and 
to  afford  a beneficial  encouragement  to  the  encreafing  efihrts 
£)i  the  nation  in  manufa<dure  and  commerce.’^ 

The  motion  for  the  addrefs  paffed  without  a divifion. 

The  houfe  having  met  on  the  13th  March,  the  Speaker 
reported  that  the  houfe  had  attended  his  Grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  with  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  to 
his  Majedy,  and  that  thereupon  his  Grace  was  pleafed  to  re- 
turn the  anfwer  following. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^  ’ > ^ 

I will  immediately  tranfmit  this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs 
.tc  be  laid  before  his  Majedy.” 


On 
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On  the  fame  day,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pre- 
fented,to  the  houfe,  according  to  order,  a bill  for  continu- 
ing ” an  28:  for  facilitating  the  trade  and  intercourfe  between 
this  kingdom  and  the  united  flates  of  America/^ 

Mr.  Grattan  alfo  moved  the  houfe  to  come  to  the  follow- 
ing refolution,  viz. “ that  if  it  (hall  appear  at  the 

commencement  of  the  next  fellion  of  Parliament,  that  public 
tranquility  has  been  reftored  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom 
that  have  been  lately  difturbed,  and  due  obedience  paid  to 
the  laws,  this  houfe  will  take  into  conlideration  the  fubje^f  of 
Tyi/jejf  and  endeavour  to  form  fome  plan  for  the  honorable 
fiipport  of  the  clergy,  and  the  eafe  oiF  the  people.’* 

After  much  debate,  the  queftlon  was  put  for  going  into 
the  order  of  the  day  (for  the  piirpofe  of  fuperceding  Mr. 
Grattan’s  motion)  and  it  was  carried  without  a divifion. 

/ 
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i?i//  introiuced  to  limit  the  airiount  of  penjions—fpeech  cf  Mr'. 
Forhes—fate  of  national  educatio7t~^fp€ech  and  motion  of  Secre* 
iary  Orde  thereupon — refolutions — principal  bills  pajfed  this 
fejfion — clofe  of  the  feffon  1787 — Lord  Lieutenants fpeech — 
prorogation — death  oj  the  Duhe  of  Rutland — lord  Jufices  ap^ 
pointed — Marquis  of  Buckingham  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant, 


A Bill  was  introduced  for  limiting  the  amount  of  Pen- 
ilons  which  had  now  fo  confiderably  increafed  that  the 
penlion  lift  amounted  to  the  fum  of  f 104,133  : 17  : 1 14 

Mr.  Forbes  having  moved  that  this  bill  fhould  be  read  a 
fecond  time,  the  Chancellor  of.the  Exchequer  obferved  that 
the  fanic  bill  was  introduced  before  and  rejected  and  as  no- 
thing had  occurred  to  make  the  bill  more  proper  now,  than 
heretofore,  he  would  move  that  it  fliould  have  its  fecond 
reading  on  the  ift]  of  Auguft. 

Mr.  Forbes  in  reply  laid  that  He  felt  himfelf  encouraged 
to  perfevere  in^  urging  the  prefent  meafure  rerpeifting  penfi- 
dns,  from  the  mode  of  refiftance  oftered  by  the  enemies  to 
that  meafure,  both  this  feftion  and  the  laft  5 inftead  Of  mov- 
ing to  adjourn  the  confideration  of  his  bill  to  a diftant  day, 
they  would  have  met  it  with  a diredt  negative,’  were  they  not 
Confcious  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  could  not  be  contro- 
verted *,  therefore,  from  the  conduift  of  the  Houfe,  he  was 
VoL.  IL  K ' . Warranted 
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warranted  In  affirming  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  ad* 
mitted  ; he  derived  confidence  alfb  from  the  refleflion,  that 
as  great  a neceffity  exifi^ed  for  the  meafure  in  this  feffion  as 
the  laft,  confidering  the  bill  either  as  a meafure  of  conftitu- 
tion  or  ceconomy  5 of  conflitution,  as  adminiftration  granted 
fince  Jaft  feffion  a penfion  during  pleafure  to  a member  of 
the  Houfe  *,  of  ceconomy,  as  the  experience  of  this  feffion 
had  proved  that  unlefs  fome  fyftem  of  retrenchment  was  a- 
dopted,  no  increafe  of  revenues  however  confiderable  could 
equalize  the  expences  of  the  country  to  its  income,  and  pre- 
vent the  further  accumulation  of  debt.  He  ftated  the  excefs 
of  the  public  expence  over  its  income  for  the  four  laft  years, 
and  that  from  the  ftatement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, the  like  excefs  was  to  be  apprehended  next  year.  He 
obferved,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  finances,  parlia- 
ment were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  either  impofing  new 
taxes,  or  adopting  a fyflem  of  retrenchment.  That  from  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  country,  it  was  impoffible  aay 
additional  taxes  could  be  produclive  ; additional  taxes  muft 
annihilate  our  manufactures  by  encreafing  the  price  of  the  ne- 
ceffiaries  of  life,  and  of  courfe  that  of  labour;  the  mafs  of  the 
people  could  not  bear  any  greater  burthens.  It  had  been  ftat- 
ed in  the  Houfe  this  feffion,  that  a confiderable  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  the  Peafantry  of  the  South, 
were  in  a moft  wretched  and  diftreffied  condition  ; he  afked 
if  any  additional  taxes  could  be  paid  by  them;  if  there  was 
any  attempt  made  to  tax  them,  could  any  thing  be  extract- 
ed from  their  poverty  and  mifery,  but  tears  and  execrations  ? 
If  an  addition  of  tax  was  impofed  on  the  land,  the  landed 
intereft,  already  depreffied,  muft  be  abfolutely  impoverifhed. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  It  was  a duty  incumbent  on  the 
Houfe  to  adopt  an  efiedtual  fyftem  of  oeconomy,  and  adhere  to 
it  with  firmnefs  and  perfeverance.  Influenced  by  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  he  faid  that  he  and  fome  of  his  friends  had  appli- 
ed thetnfdves  to  the  inveftigation  of  the  public  accounts  this 

feffion. 
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' feffion,  and  had  propofed  many  meafures  in  the  committee 
I of  accounts  for  the  purpofe  of  effedfing  retrenchment  iii 
different  articles  of  the  public  expenditure  ; but  every  pro- 
' pohtion  of  this  nature  hid  been  refifted  by  the  minifter. 
His  realbns  for  preferring  a bill  on  the  fubje6l  of  penfionsi 
to  refolutions,  was  that  experience  had  proved  the  infuffici- 
epey  of  the  latter.  That  he  obje£led  to  refolutions,  as  if  they 
\vere  directed  againft  particular  penfions,  they  might  have 
appearance  of  perfonality,  which  he  wifhed  to  avoid. 

He  obferved,  that  after  every  other  attempt  to  eftablifh  a 
fyftem  of  retrenchment  had  been  frudrated,  to  the  prefent 
mealure  he  had  reforted  as  the  laft  expedient  for  the  relief  of 
the  country  ; and  the  reflftance  of  the  minifter  to  this  mca- 
fure,  could  not  fail  of  convincing  the  Houfe  and  the  countryj» 
that  adminiftration  had  formed  a determination  to  refift  every 
propofltion  which  tended  to  eftablifh  a fyftem  of  retrench- 
ment. He  then  adverted  to  the  divifton  he  had  made  of  the 
fubjebl:,  in  point  of  ceconomy  and  conftitution.  Viewing  his 
bill  as  a raeafure  of  ceconomy,  he  faid,  that  every  impartial 
man  muft  admit  thatj  from  the  prefent  enormous  amount  of 
the  penfion  lift,  it  was  one  of  the  moft  obvious  and  proper 
I objedls  for  retrenchment.  He  alfo  obferved,  that  in  the  a- 
I mount  of  penfions,  which  he  had  dated,  he  had  not  includ- 
ed falaries  of  a certain  defeription,  which  were,  in  effeefti 
penfions  5 as'confiderable  falaries  within  a few  years,  added 
! to  packers  and  fearchers  in  ports  where  a fhip  never  enters, 

I or  a bale  of  goods  never  lands  ; alfo  to  offices,  Jto  which  no> 

: other  duty  is  annexed  than  that  of  going  twice  in  a year  to 

I the  treafury  to  receive  thofe  falaries,  and  coming  dovsrn  to  the 
j Houfe  to  fupport  the  minifter.  He  faid  that  the  prefent  pen- 
I lion  lift  was  not  now  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  government 
j as  an  inftrument  of  patronage^  as  of  late  years  the  number 
I of  new  places  which  had  been  created,  were  fo  confiderable 
j as  to  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  mod  rapacious  minifterial 
I dependent.  He  then  proceeded  to  ffiew  that  the  penfion  lift, 
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in  its  prfefent  application  and  amount,  was  not  necelTary  td 
fupport  the  dignity  of  the  crown  ; and  he  appealed  to  gentle- 
men, who  had  read  the  prefent  lift,  whether  there  were 
many  names  on  that  lift  which  could  contribute  to  the  fup- 
port of  the  dignity  of  the  crown.  He  confidered  that  lift  as 
an  hofpital  for  incurables  ; for  men  who  were  fick  and  weak 
in  principle  and  ability ; adding,  that  from  his  obfervation, 
perfons  who  Were  not  fit  for  any  fituation  whatfoever  in  the 
ftate,  thought  themfelves  entitled  to  receive  a penfion  as  a 
reward  for  the  negative  accomplifliment  of  being  qualified  to 
be  a burthen  to  their  country  ; he  farther  obferved,  that  the 
majority  on  that  lift  appeared  to  be  a defcription  of  perfons 
who  were  too  low  to  be  much  refpedled,  and  yet,  perhaps, 
too  high  to  be  abfolutely  neglecled  ; they  might,  with  pro- 
priety, be  ftiled  the  lumber  of  every  adminiftraiion. 

He  faid  that  he  trufted  that  no  perfon  would  contend  that 
the  prefent  penfion  lift  was  neceftary  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  Houfe  5 and  obferved,  that  the  moft  refpecftable  perfons 
whofe  names  were  on  that  lift,  muft  find  it  difficult  to  refift 
the  prejudice  which  would  be  excited  againft  them  in  the 
public  mind,  when  they  were  obferved  to  be  in  fuch  bad 
company.  That  the  circumftance  of  the  names  of  fo  many 
members  of  the  Houfe  appearing  on  that  lift,  as  penfioners 
during  the  pleafure  of  the  minifter,  had  fubjecfted  individuals 
in  the  Houfe  to  fufpicions  and  reports  very  injurious  to  their 
iegiflative  character.  Amongft  others  there  was  one  which 
had  made  great  impreffion  on  the  public  mind,  which,  there- 
fore, he  fhould  ftate,  and  which  intimated  that  it  had  been 
a practice  of  certain  members  in  the  Houfe,  to  whom  penfi- 
ons  had  lately  been  granted,  to  carry  them  inftantly  to  mar- 
, ket,  and  expofe  them  to  fale ; that  from  this  circumftance 
the  people  had  been  induced  to  confider  modern  penftons  to 
members  of  parliament,  as  in  effexft  a prefent  from  the 
minifter  to  the  member  of  a fpecific  fum,  for  his  parliamen- 
tary fer vices.  The  characters  of  men  invefted  with  fuch 

an 
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an  Important  truft  as  that  of  legiflators,  ought  not  only  to  be 
chafte  but  unfiifpecSted.  He  obferved  that  neither  the  mem- 
bers nor  the  Houfe  could  poflefs  that  degree  of  refpc6l  and 
confidence  necefTary  to  fupport  their  authority,  if  every  man 
in  this  city  was  empowered  to  fay  that  he  had  feen  the  price 
of  a certain  member’s  parliamentary,  fervices,  or  the  equiva- 
lent, hawking  about  the  Exchange,  like  a fheet  of  lottery 
tickets,  and  offered  for  fale  to  every  broker,  money-ferivener 
or/ufurer.  That  it  had  been  even  ueported  that  a claufe  was 
inferred  in  fome  of  the  aflignments  of  penfiom-,  by  which  the 
member  covenanted,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  deprived  of 
his  penfion,  in  confequence  of  any  difference  in  opinion,  on 
political  fubjecfls,  between  him  and  the  miniffer,  that  part  of 
the  purchafe  money  was  to  be  refunded,  which  gave  occafi- 
on  to  a money-broker  in  this  city  to  affert  lately,  that  he  had 
the  confcience  of  a certain  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Comn^on^ 
in  his  pocket. 

He  faid  he  hoped  that  after  this  ffatement  no  perfon  would 
contend  that  the  penfion  lift,  in  its  prefent  application  and 
amount,  could  contribute  either  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  (unlefs  he  proved  that  the  dignity  of  the  crown  was 
to  derive  fupport  from  the  difgrace  of  parliament)  nor  to  the 
fupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  tioufe,  (unlefs  he  proved  that 
the  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe  was  to  originate  in 
the  degradation  and  contempt  of  its  members.) 

He  obferved  that  part  of  his  bill  Involved  the  queftlon  of 
conftitution,  and  difabled  perfons  who  had  penfions  during 
pleafure  or  for  a number  of  years,  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  ftated  that  it  had  appeared  by  the  lift  that 
many  members  of  the  Houfe  had  penfions  during  pleafure ; 

' and  contended  that  they  were  dependent  on  the  will  of  the 
minifter.  To  thofe  who  argued  that  a penfioner  during  plea- 
fure was  not  dependent,  I would  anfwer  that  human  nature 
fpoke  againft  themj  that  as  long  as  the  hopes  of  reward,  or 
f ’ the 
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^he  fears  of  a diminution  of  income,  had  any  influence  on  the 
minds  of  men,  a penfioner  during  pleafure  muft  be  depen- 
dent ; for  the  truth  of  this  pofition  he  appealed  to  the  feel- 
ings of  every  man  who  had  the  pride  of  ftation  to  maintain, 
or  the  wants  of  a family  to  fatisfy.  He  faid  that  he  was  war- 
ranted by  the  language  of  the  difToreiit  Englifh  aifls  of  parlia- 
ment, excluding  fuch  penfloners  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
itnons,  to  affirm,  which  he  fhould  without  hefltation,  that  a 
member  of  that  Houfe,  who  had  a peniion  during  pleafure, 
was  not  an  independent  man.  He  did  not  wifh  to  injure 
the  feelings  of  any  man ; the  gentlemen  who  were  fo  circum- 
{lanced  ought  not  to  impute  blame  to  him,  but  they  fhould 
lament  that  they  were  deilined  to  live  under  a free  conftituti- 
on,  the  principles  and  policy  of  which  were  fo  repugnant  tq 
their  praftice.  He  faid  that  the  only  anfwer  he  fhould  make 
to  thofe  who  ftill  contended  that  a grant  of  a penfion  to  a 
member  of  that  Houfe  during  pleafure  was  not  inconflftent 
with  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  was,  that  reafon  fpoke 
againft  them  •,  as  nothing  cpuld  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fappofe, 
that  the  conftitution  invefted  the  Houfe  of  Comnons  with  a 
power  of  controul  oyer  the  crown,  and  at  the  fame  time  in- 
vefted  the  crown  with  a prerogative  of  granting  penfions  to 
members  of  that  Houfe  during  the  pleafure  of  the  crown, 
which,  by  making  the  members  dependent  on  the  crov/n^ 
tendered  that  controul  ufelefs. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  third  part  of  his  bill,  which  difabl- 
ed  any  perfon  from  being  eledled  or  fitting  in  the  Houfe,  who 
held  any  office  or  place  of  profit  created  after  the  firft  of 
January  1787.  He  faid,  if  gentlemen  would  examine  the  lift 
of  places  created  within  thefe  laft  twenty  years,  they  would 
find  that  moft,  if  not  all,  thole  places  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred pounds  yearly,  had  been  created  to  accommodate  and 
gratify  rnembers  of  that  Houfe,  which  made  the  meafure 
indifpenfably  necelTary,  and  he  obferved,  that  the  beft  reme- 
dy for  thcabufe  was  to  prevent  the  temptation  to  commit  it. 
'■  ’ ■ ' ' ■ ' • ^ He 
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He  then  reminded  the^Houfe,  tliat  Englifh  precedent  had 
been  reforted  to  by  adminiftration,  to  juftify  the  introduction 
of  a riot-aCt;  when  they  recolleCted  the  circumftance  attend- 
ing the  riot-act  in  England,  they  would  not  rejeCt  the  whole 
of  his  bill,  unlefs  they  wilhed  to  convince  every  man  in  the 
country,  that  they  were  determined  to  adopt  only  the  penal 
laws  of  the  Englifh  code  j thofe  which  tended  to  punith  the 
fubjeCt,  but  not  thofe  framed  to  advance  or  fecure  his  liberty. 
The  circumftance  to  which  he  alluded  was,  that  in  tljc  fame 
feffion  in  which  Geo.  I.  gave  the  aflent  to  the  riot-aCl,  he  alfo 
aflented  to  an  aCl  to  fecurc  the  independence  and  honour  of 
the  Commons,  by  depriving  any  penlioner,  for  a number  of 
years,  from  fitting  in  that  Houfe;  thus  while  the  crown  re- 
ceived in  one  hand  from  the  parliament  an  encreafe  of  Its 
power,  it  gave  to  that  parliament  with  the  other  an  additio- 
nal fecurity  againfl  the  abufe  of  that  encrealed  power;  from 
this  circumftance,  he  faid,  a political  maxim  was  to  be  de- 
duced, which  had  not  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  the 
prefent  minifters ; that  in  order  to  attach  the  people  of  any 
country  to  its  government,  the  legiflature  fliould  bind  them 
to  the  ftate  by  benefits,  and  never  hope  to  make  men  good 
citizens  by  profeription.  That  part  of  his  bill  was  a tran- 
feript  of  that  aCt  of  George  I.  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Upon  dividing  the  houfe,  there  appeared  for  reading  tl\^ 
bill  on  the  iftof  Augufi, — Ayes  129, — Noes  65, 

On  the  12th  of  April,  ]\lr.  Secretary  Orde  again  proceed- 
ed to  take  into  confideration  the  fiate  of  education  in  this 
€Ountry,  which  he  deferibed  as  in  fo  deplorable  a fituation, 
at  leaft  fo  far  as  relpeas  the  lower  clafies  of  the  community, 
that  it  might  be  truly  faid  of  them,  « for  lack  of  learning 
the  land  perifheth.” 

To  a want  of  education,  and  confequently  a want  of  that 
moral  and  religious  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  legiflature  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  which  is  the  great  bond  of  fociety,  he  im- 
puted all  the  violent  and  atrocious  a^s  which  had  too  often 

difgraced 


144  CoHectane? 

difgraced  this  nation.  Men  of  ftrong  fenfibillty  and  ingenious 
but  ardent  minds,  under  the  guidance  of  education  may  be 
led  to  undertakings  the  moft  honourable  to  themfelves  and 
molf  beneficial  to  their  country  j but  if  rcpreffed  by  ignorance 
or  mifled  by  error,  they  either  become  torpid  and  ufelefs  to 
their  country,  or  that  vigour  of  mind  which  nature  beftowed 
as  a blefling  to  fociety  turns  to  a curfe  ; and  the  legiflature 
which  has  firfi:  negleiSbed  to  train  its  youth  to  virtue  and  reli- 
gion is  never  after  able  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  crimes 
even  by  the  moft  languinary  laws.  The  neceftity  therefore  of 
educating  youth  with  a juft  reverence  for  religion  and,  thq 
laws,  he  prefted  upon  the  committee  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
and  put  to  the  feelings  of  country  gentlemen  the  advantages 
and  fatisfaeftion  they  rhuft  receive  from  training  the  rifing  ge- 
neration to  virtue.  He  made  Tome  cornparifons  between  men 
even  in  the  loweft  ranks  of  fociety  in  ether  countries,  to 
whofe  education  the  ftate  paid  fome  attention,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate neglected  peafaritry  of  Ireland,  who  though  blefied 
with  minds  as  vigorous,  and  forms  as  true  as  any  people  on 
earth  *,  and  though  inhabitants  of  a country  poiTeflang  the 
advantages  of  a free  conftitution,  and  the  benefits  of  an  ex- 
tended commerce,  yet  feem  to  be  confidered  by  the  legifla- 
ture  as  of  no  manner  of  "weight  in  the  political  fcale. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  faid  he,  that  as  a ftranger  afteeft- 
ing  faftidious  cornparifons  from  my  recolleclion  of  fuperior 
habits,  better  order,  and  more  decent  fubmiffion  to  the  laws 
in  another  land  of  equal  liberty  with  this,  I am  difpofed  to 
indulge  the  pitiful  prefumptiori  of  abafing  the  people  among 
whom  1 now  refide,  and  as  one  of  whofe  reprefentatives  I 
account  it  an  honour  that  I am  placed  here  among  you.  No 
motives  of  fuch  illiberal  tendency  gave  birth  to  thofe  reflec- 
tions, which  in  the  charaifter  of  their  reprefentatives,  and 
ftill  more  in  that  of  one  put  in  authority  under  their  gover- 
nor, I venture  to  offer  upon  the  lamentable  condition  of  the 
Irifh  pcafantry.  I conceive  very  different  ideas  of  their  in- 
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trinfic  value,  and  am  grieved  at  the  long  indifference  about 
it  *,  I am  grieved  that  they  have  been  fuffered  to  remain  as  a 
rich  metal  in  the  mine,  which  no  fafliioning  hand  of  an  artift 
has  hitherto  attempted  to  polilh  into  beauty,  and  upon 
which  no  damp  of  inftru^lion  has  been  fet  to  give  it  an  ac- 
knowledged worth  and  currency.  Nor  let  it  be  apprehended 
that  a meafure  fuch  as  this  has  been  formed  in  the  dehgn,  or 
is  calculated  to  have  the  effect  of  depreffing  the  fpirit  or  fub- 
duingthe  fortitude  of  a people,  whpfe 'manners  it  would  or- 
banife,  and  whpfe  temper  it  would  regulate.  No,  it  would 
infiife  divinity  into  their  fpirit,  and  make  their  cottage  the 
preferver  of  general  tranquility.  Learning  never  yet  made 
man  degenerate  into  fervillty,  or  enfeebled  the  vigour  of  his 
^ind,  while  it  foftened  the  feelings  of  his  heart. 

Do<£lnna  fed  vim  promovet  inlitam, 

Redfique  cultus  peiSlora  roborant ; 

« Utcunque  defecere  mores, 

**  Dedecorant  benenata  culpae.” 

All  ranks,  all  defcriptions  of  feciety,  are  amended  and  en- 
nobled by  the  leffons  of  virtue  ; and  where  morals  are  defec- 
tive, the  taint  of  vice  corrupts  and  defiles  the  patrician  ftill 
more  than  the  peafant.  Where  has  been  the  nation,  to 
which  learning  has  contributed  no  advantage?  What  people 
has  not  been  rendered  more  formidable  by  knowledge  as  aux- 
iliary to  their  bravery  ? Has  public  liberty  been  injured  by 
underftanding  its  true  meaning?  Has  freedom  lofi:  its  exerti- 
on, becaufe  fociety  has  learned  to  comprehend  and  obey  the 
laws  ? The  bravefi:  people,  whofe  hiftory  we  can  trace,  and 
who  attained  the  higheff  rank  among  the  nations,  mixed 
wdth  an  undaunted  courage  the  love  and  the  cultivation  of 
letters.  Even  Sparta,  which  claimed  all  her  fons  as  foldiers, 
made  their  education  in  their  learning  as  well  as  their  difei- 
pline  in  arms  the  public  care.  No  individual  parent  could 
idly  deprive  his  children  of  that  inffruaion,  which  tended 
^9  them  as  menj  and  improve  them  as  citizens.  The 

community 
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community  could  not  afford  the  ignorance  of  any  of  their 
members,  and  they  afferted  their  rights  in  that  refpecf  as 
iuperior  to  thofe  of  parental  authority.  The  children  v^ere 
accounted  the  offspring  of  the  public,  and  the  nurture  of 
their  minds  was  fecured  by  a public  provifion. 

The  bed  fupport  of  courage,  Humanity,  was  by  fucli  means 
allowed  to  maintain  her  juft  influence  over  the  actions  of  man, 
inftances  of  which  in  days  of  old  as  well  as  of  modern  date, 
have  refle<fi:ed  not  more  honour  than  benefit  on  mankind. 
The  ftern  and  rough  form  of  war  has  been  foftened  into 
fmiles ; the  ftrides  of  defolation  and  ruin  have  been  arrefted 

in  the  very  imminent  deadly  breach.” 

But  however  little  value  feems  at  the  prefent  day  to  be  fet 
upon  the  youth  of  your  peafantry,  the  wifdom  and  humanity 
of  our  anceftors  held  them  in  much  higher  eftimatlon;  they 
knew  that  with  thefe  rough  materials,  great  part  of  the  fabric 
of  the  nation  was  to  be  compofed,  and  therefore  they  endea- 
voured to  form  them  in  the  ftrft  ftage  with  fome  degree  of 
attention ; accordingly  they  inftituted  fchools  of  various 
kinds,  in  doing  which  they  could  have  had  no  motives  but 
the  pure  love  of  their  country,  and  the  honeft  ambition  of 
being  remembered  as  the  benefaclors  of  mankind ; they  might 
indulge  a virtuous  hope  that 

“ their  bones 

“ When  they  had  run  their  courfe,  and  fleptin  bleftings. 
Should  have  a tomb  of  orphaffs  tears  wept  on  them  ” 

But  alas!  Their  memory  has  not  been  thus  revered.  The 
voice  of  infant  gratitude  has  rarely  been  inftructed  to  found 
the  name  of  its  benefactors.  Inftruction  has  not  often  met 
the  eye  or  reached  the  ear  of  the  parentlefs,  or  of  thofe  who 
had  none  to  teach  them.  The  altars  of  inftru£tion  have  been 
robbed  of  their  incenfe,  too  frequently  diifipated  or  confumed 
by  the  chofen  minifters,  who  have  fcarcely  deigned  to  chaunt 
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4 fcanty  requiem,  or  have  made  a farce  of  the  fervice,  which 
it  v/as  enjoined  them  to  perform  over  theafhes,  and  In  hon- 
our of  iheir  patrons.  We  have  only  now  to  hope  that  the 
child  may  not  yet  be  unborn,  v^^ho  fliall  firft  have  its  lips  in- 
fpired  with  the  lefTons  of  charity,  and  whofe  mind  flaaii  be 
taugnr,  although  ftili  tc'O  late,  to  refrore  the  genuine  tribute 
of  glo?y  to  the  author  of  their  inftruclion.  It  would  be  a 
kind  of  lacrilege  fufFer  thefe  rites  to  be  longer  negleffed ; 
and  in  vindicating  from  abufe  the  provifion  which  was  made 
for  them,  you  will  draw  upon  yourfelves  a fliare  in  the  blefi- 
ings  of  an  infant  generation,  who  will  venerate  you  as  the 
comm  n founders  of  their  relief  and  improvement.  And  you 
will  hereafter  experience  a ftill  higher  reward  in  the  confer 
ijuent  increafe  profperity  to  your  country. 

Mr.  Orde  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  modes  of  fupport  for 
the  vrn  lous  degrees,  cialles  or  divifions  of  this  fyftetn,  begin- 
ning firit  with  the  children  of  the  lowed:  orders  of  the  people. 
By  the  afl  of  28th  Hen.  Vill.  the  minifter  of  each  parifli 
is  obliged  to  teach  every  child  that  prefents  himfelf  for  in- 
^Iruclion  in  the  Englifh  language  5 the  Englilh  language  at 
the  time  of  enabling  the  law  was  as  little  known  to  the  pea- 
fantry  of  Ireland,  as  the  language  of  Athens  or  Rome,  and 
therefore  teaching  children  to  read  was  not  a very  trivial  du- 
ty. Yet  though  every  parilh  minifter  is  bound  by  oath  to 
^comply  with  this  aeft,  the  only  thing  done  towards  carrying 
it  into  efFeift  is,  a commutation  of  40s.  per  annum  paid  by  the 
minifter  in  each  parifli.  This  fum  therefore,  he  propofed  to 
take  as  the  loweft  rate  of  contribution  from  all  livings  not 
exceeding  150I.  per  annum;  from  thence  to  200I.  per  annum 
the  contribution  ftiould  be  three  pounds,  and  fixpence  in  the 
pound  after  two  hundred  pounds.  The  fame  rate  of  contri- 
bution he  propofed  for  the  proprietors  of  redlorial  and  im- 
propriate tithes,  and  whatever  might  be  afterwards  deficient 
towards  the  full  fupport  of  the  parifli  fchool,  he  propofed 

to 
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to  raife  by  affelTment,  not  on  the  parifh  at  large,  but  at  the 
difcretion  of  a veftry,  on  the  more  opulent  proprietors  of  the 
lands  in  the  parilh. 

The  jecond  division  of  this  fyftem,  which  was  to  confifl:  of 
four  great  fcliools,  one  in  each  province,  flmilar  to  the  Blue 
Coat  Hofpital  in  Dublin,  or  Chrift^s  Hofpital  in  London,  he 
propofed  to  fupport  by  a gradual  change  of  the  application  of 
the  funds  now  given  to  Charter  Schools.  With  the  new 
fchools  he  intended  to  unite  Erafmus  Smith’s  charity ; and 
as  from  thefe  feminaries  the  mariner,  the  merchant,  the 
trade fman,  the  manufa£lurer,  the  artificer,  the  farmer,  the 
accountant,  the  mathematician ; in  a word,  the  moft  ufeful 
members  of  fociety  might  hereafter  fpring,  he  propofed  to 
pay  a very  great  degree  of  attention  to  them,  and  that  navi- 
' gation,  mercantile  knowledge,  modern  languages,  mathema- 
tics, geometry,  agriculture,  and  drawing,  fliould  be  there 
taught  j and  he  mentioned  that  this  being  a part  of  his  plan, 
which  was  ready  for  almoft  inftant  adoption,  the  buildings  at 
New  Geneva,  which  are  already  property,  might  be  made 
fubfervient  to  it, 

I will  here,  faid  he,  take  a fhort  review  of  the  propofed 
efiablifhment,  and  of  its  feveral  divifions,  with Tome  general 
calculation  of  the  probable  expence,  and  of 'the  funds  at  pre- 
fent  exifting,  which  may  be  applied  to  this  purpofe,  and  of 
tbofe  which  mull;  be  fupplied  by  parliamentary  aid  or  other 
ways  and  means. 

I have  mentioned  one  principal  or  refident  guardian  of  this 
fociety,  one  head-mafter  alfo. — The  number  of  under  mafiers 
and  afiiftants  mull:  depend  upon  the  divifions  of  fcholars  and 
the  number  of  children  which  it  may  be  propofed  to  educate 
in  them.  I conceive  that  the  whole  eftablilhment  may  confift 
of  eight  or  nine  hundred  boys,  divided  into  two  parts ; the 
former  of  which  might  be  about  three  hundred  and  twenty. 
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i take  that  number  upon  the  idea  of  arranging  them  into 
eight  wards,  for  their  lodging,  of  forty  each.  For  thefe 
there  may  be  allotted  feven  fchools,  which  I apprehend, 
will  be  a fufficient  number  to  give  ample  opportunity  for  in- 
ftru£lioii  in  the  feveral  branches  of  learning  and  fcience, 
which  I would  arrange  in  this  manner  : 

iff.  Pv.eading  and  Grammar,  feveral  diviflons. 

2d.  Writing  and  Accounts,  do.  do. 

3d.  Mathematics  and  Navigation,  with  apparatus,  &c.  6<:c. 
and  fpace  for  experhnent. 

4th.  Hulbandry  and  Agriculture,  with  do. 

5th.  Mechanics,  Geometry,  and  Manufai^ure,  with  do, 

6th.  Drawing,  5cc.  &c. 

7th.  ‘ Foreign  Languages  and  Geography. 

There  muH:  of  courfe  be  feven  maflers  for  thefe,  and  fome 
of  them  v/ill  require  affiftants,  efpeclally  the  readingand  gram- 
mar fchools,  and  that  for  writing  and  accounts.  The  fecond 
divifion  will  conuft  of  either  four  hundred  and  eighty,  or  five 
hundred  and  eighty,  according  to  what  may  be  determined 
of  the  grofs  number.  I fiiould  imagine  that  for  thefe  four 
fchools  might  be  fufficient  j a reading  and  a wrlting-fchool, 
each  of  them  confifting  of  feveral  divifions,  and  two  working 
fchools  for  their  infi:ru(rtIon  in  different  kinds  of  handicraft 
or  other  inferior  occupations.  There  will  of  courfe  be  four 
maffers  wanting  for  thefe  fchools,  and  feveral  alfiftants.  It 
is  to  be  remembered  that  the  principal  will  fuperintend  the 
management  of  the  whole,  and  the  head-mafter  will  over- 
look the  department  of  inftrudiion  in  this  divifion  as  well  as 
the  other. — And  I would  here  repeat  another  remark  in  fa- 
vour of  this  eftablifhment,  for  the  reception  of  fucli  children 
as  are  at  prefent  diftributed  In  the  feveral  charter-fchools, 
that  it  will  admit  of  the  means  to  provide,  not  indeed  a great- 
er number  of  maffers,  inftrudlors.  See,  Sec,  but  men  of  much 
fuperior  qualifications.  Another  advantage  of  infinite  confe- 

quence 
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qiience  will  be  derived  from  tlie  great  care  of  fuperintendence 
and  the  regular  execution  of  every  duty.  The  children  who 
fliaii  be  firft  brought  on  this  eftablifliment  fhould  be 
draughted  from  the  feveral  charter-fehoois,  with  a regard  to 
tlieir  fuperiority  of  talents  and  good  behaviour,  and  by  this 
means  indeed  an  improvement  might  be  formed  in  fuch  of 
the  charter-fchools  as  fhould  remain,  if  the  object  of  reme* 
val  of  the  children  from  them  to  this  higher  fituation  fliould 
become  a fpur  to  emulation  and  induflry.  The  number  of 
charter- fchools  fhould  of^courfe  be  diminifhed  after  tiiefe 
firft  draughts,  and  the  remaining  children  be  diftributed  a* 
mong  fuch  as  ffiould  ftill  be  kept  on  foot  in  fuch  places  as 
might  be  thought  proper  and  convenient  to  anfwer  the  great 
purpofes  of  their  inftitution.  Perhaps  indeed,  it  may  notj 
under  fuch  a regulation  as  this,  be  found  inexpedient  to  pre- 
ferve  always  a certain  number  of  thefe  fmaller  fchools,  into 
which  the  children  might  firft  be  received  previous  to  their 
more  advantageous  removal  into  the  provincial  academy.— 
Perhaps  alfo,  on  this  account  the  number  of  thefe  provincial 
fchools  would  not  require  to  be  increafed  beyond  two.  New 
Geneva  is  fo  lituated  on  the  confines  of  two  provinces,  as  to 
anfwer  in  a great  degree  for  the  convenience  of  both;  and  a- 
nother  fituation  might  be  chofen  for  a fecond  eftablifliment 
wirh  fimilar  reference  to  the  accommodation  of  the  two  other 
provinces,  I would  here  only  throw  out  a fuggefllon  tha£ 
polllbly  a third  might  not  improperly  be  formed,  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  prefent  Blue-coat  Hofpital  in  Dublin.  It 
is  ot  however,  at  all  events,  my  purpofe  to  limit  the  num- 
ber or  extent  to  which  hereafter  fuch  ufeful  inftitutions  may 
be  carried  by  the  increafe  of  means  for  their  endowment  and 
•fupport ; but,  wifliing  to  avoid  every  thing  which  may  be 
deemed  a mere  fpeculation,  I would  confine  myfelf  at  pre*s 
lent  to  fehemes  of  afiTured  pra£ficability.  I will  not  pretend 
to  form  any  exadl  eftimate  of  the  expence  under  difi;in£l 
heads,  which  muft  probably  attend  the  fupport  of  one  of 
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thefe  eftablifhments  on  the  footing  already  mentioned;  but 
having  refie£i:ed  upon  the  proper  amount  of  falaries  and  al- 
lowances for  mafters  and  other  necefTary  officers,  fuch  as 
llewards,  wardrobe-keepers,  houfe-keepers,  matrons,  cooks, 
porters.  See.  See,  and  haviug  confidered  alfo  a fort  of  average 
for  the  fiipport  of  the  children  in  diet  and  cloathing  and  o- 
ther  neceffiaries,  and  having  proceeded  further  to  conceive 
the  expediency  of  a fund  for  the  rewards  of  children,  and  for 
the  fees  or  gratuities  to  be  given  with  them  upon  their  remo- 
val from  the  academy  into  different  purfuitsand  occupations, 
I can  hardly  make  the  whole  amount  fall  fhort  of  i i,oool* 
or  i2,oool.  per  annum. 

His  next  obje^l  was  the  diocefan  fchools.  Thofe  he  pro^ 
poled  to  put  on  a better  footing  than  at  prefent.  The  biffiops, 
he  was  fure, -would  moft  liberally  contribute  towards  their 
improvement.  He  did  not  mean  to  burden  them,  but  poverty 
was  not  exaffly  what  they  could  complain  of,  and  with  two- 
and-twenty  diocefan  fchools  he  had  no  doubt  of  laying  a pro- 
per foundation  for  claffic  learning. 

His  fourth  obje^l  was  to  eftablllh  two  great  academies, 
immediately  preparatory  to  the  univerlity.  To  fupport  thefe, 
and  aid  the  diocefan  fchools,  he  propofed  to  apply  part  of 
the  revenues  of  thofe  lands  which  have  been  given  by  bene- 
volent perfons,  or  by  the  hate,  for  the  endowment  of  fchools, 
which  lands,  to  a very  great  value,  had  fallen  into  private 
hands  that  did  nothing  for  them,  but  which  he  thought  it 
the  duty  of  parliamentto  reclaim,  and  apply  confonant  to 
the  intention  of  the"donors. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  foregoing  plan  was  left  a pof- 
fibility  for  boys  of  genius  to  ralfe  themfelves,  even  from  the 
lowed  to  the  higheft  rank.  Other  rewards  were  to  be  given 
in  proportion  to  merit.  And  to  the  higheft  fchools,  or  two 
great  academies,  were  to  be  annexed  exhibitions,  as  a fur- 
ther incitement  to -genius  and  ability  to  perfevere. 

Having 
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, Having  gone  through  the  four  principal  heads  concerc^Iirg 
fchools,  henext  mentioned  another  Univerfity,  which,  with-^ 
out  the  fmalleft  offence  to  the  prefent  mofl:  excellent  infti» 
tution,  he  thd'ught  might  poflibly  be  neceffary.  There  were^ 
he  faid,  many  perfons  who  do  not  come  to  this  Univerhty 
who  would  go  to  another,  fuppofe  it  inftituted  in  the  north- 
wefl:  part  of  the  kingdom,  but  who  now  are  obliged  to  feck 
for  education  in  a foil  lefs  congenial  to  their  nature.  By  thefe 
he  did  not  mean  fuch  as  go  to  England ; that  he  thought 
produced  a good  effe<^,  by  increafing  the  attachment  of  the 
fubjects  of  the  two  countries.  He  believed  there  came  alfo 
Ibme  perfens  from  England  to  ftudy  here  ; but  he  was  cer* 
tain  the  number  would  be  greater  if  there  was  another  Uni- 
verfity, not  fltuated  in  Dublin.  The  objecSl  of  a fecond  Uni- 
verfily  nfight,  hethdughtj' be  compleated  by  taking  feveral  of 
the  great  endowed  fchools  in  the  ndrth-wefl,  and  blending 
them  together  in  a hew  model.  The  obje<rt,  however,  wa^ 
at  feme  diftance  ; for  though  it  fhould  be  now  determined 
on,  it  would  be  fix  years  before  it  would  be  neceffary  to  operi 
a new  Univerfity  conformable  to  the  general  plan  juff 
mentioned.  * 

His  next  obje<^  was  to  preferve  thefe  inflitutlons  as  pure  al 
poffible,  by  appointing  intelligent  vifitors,  perfons  eminently 
diftinguifhed  for  learning  and  abilities;  and  his  lafl:  was,  to' 
provide  an  honourable  and  comfortable  retreat  for  fuch  maf- 
ters  as  fliould  fpend  their  earlier  days  in  the  public  fervice,  by 
inflrufling  the  youth  of  the  kingdom  confonant  to  the  pre- 
fent plan,  and  for  fuch  other  perfons  as  fliall  exert  them- 
feives  in  carrying  the  fyfteminto  effe(St. 

He  concluded, his  fpeecli  with  the  following  refolutionss 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 

That  it  is  expedient  to  revife  the  adl  of  the  twenty-eighth 
of  Henry  Vlil.  ch.  15111,  for  the  eftablifliment  of  parlfh 
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fchools,  and  to  make  provifions  and  regulations  for  afcer- 
taining  a new  fcherhe  and  rate  of  contribution  towards  their 
more  efFe(rcual  fupport  and  improvement. 

That  it  is  expedient  to  eftablilh,  by  the  aid  and  authority 
bf  parliament,  an  annual  fund,  to  be  applied  at  the  diferetion 
bf  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  time  being,  for  the  purpefeof 
gradually  building  or  purchafing,  or  otherwife  providing  pro- 
jper  fchobl-houfes,  and  conveniences  annexed  thereto,  in  eve- 
ry parifh  or  union  within  this  kingdom,  in  which  they  may 
be  requhite,  for  the  rehdenceof  a fchool-mafter,  and  the  free 
inftru<n:ion  of  the  poor. 

That  ah  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  requefting  his  grace  to  give  direilions,  that  there 
be  laid  before  this  houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  next  feffion 
bf  parliament,  an  exa<^t  return  of  the  number  and  prefent 
ftate  of  parifh  fchools  and  fchool-houfes  throughout  the 
kingdom;  and  alfo  the  particulars  bf  all  grants,  donations,  or 
other  provhions  of  any  kind,  in  land  or  money,  for  the  en- 
dowment of  the  faid  fchools,  or  any  of  them,  or  for  theufe 
of  the  fchool-maftefs  of  the  fame,  or  aiiy  of  them  refpertlve- 
iy,  with  the  ancient  and  prefent  denomination  and  value  of 
fuch  lands,  and  in  whofe  occupatibn,  and  under  what  titlb 
they  were  held  oil  the  15th  of  March,  1787. 

That  it  is  proper  and  expedient  tb  inftitute  and  fupport  by 
degrees,  at  the  public  expence,  one  provincial  fchool  or  hof- 
pital,  in  each  province  within  this  kingdom;  for  the  gratui- 
tous maintenance  and  education  of  children  in  the  eftabliflied 
religion,  and  in  fuch  branches  of  learning  and  fcience  as  may 
tend  to  qualify  them  with  fuperior  advantage  for  the  future 
exercife  of  various  occupations  in  hiifbandry,  manufa^lurej, 
trade,  commerce  and  fine  arts. 

VoL,  II,  jb 
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That  it  Is  proper  and  expedient  to  revife  the  a£l  of  the 
twenty-third  of  George  II.  ch.  the  i ith,  to  provide  for  the 
better  regulation  charity  fchools,  and  to  take  efFe£tual  mea- 
fures  for  improving  and  enlarging  the  benefits  of  the  protef- 
tant  charter  fchools,  in  connection  with  the  inftitutions 
aforefaid. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  requefling  his  grace  to  give  directions,  that  an 
exaCl  return  be  made  to  this  Houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament,  of  the  amount,  application  and 
expenditure  of  the  funds  of  every  denomination  under  the 
care  and  management  of  the  Incorporated  Society  for  Protef- 
tant  Charter  Schools,  and  of  the  Governors  of  Erafmus 
Smith’s  fchools,  with  an  account  of  the  different  authorities 
by  teftament,  charter,  ftatute,  or  otherwife,  under  which 
thefc  applications  and  expenditures  have  been  made,  and  a 
copy  of  the  fettled  accounts,  properly  authenticated,  of  the 
incorporations  aforefaid,  for  three  years  laft  paft. 

That  it  is  proper  and  expedient  to  revife  the  aCIs  of  the 
twelfth  Elizabeth,  chap,  ift,  feventh  William  III.  chap.  4th, 
twelfth  George  I.  chap.  9th,  twenty-ninth  George  II.  chap. 
7th,  for  the  eftablifhmcnt  and  maintenance  of  diocefan 
fchools  and  fchool-houfes,  and  to  take  proper  meafures,  un- 
der authority  of  parliament,  for  infuring  the  due  execution 
of  thofe  aCIs,  according  to  their  true  intent  and  meaning  ; 
and  alfo  to  empower  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  to 
make  new  provifions  and  regulations  for  the  more  effectual 
fupport  and  improvement  of  the  fame. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  requefting  bis  grace  to  give  diredions  that  there 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  next  feffi- 
on of  parliament,  accounts  of  the  number  and  prefent  ftatc 
of  diocefan  fchools  and  fcliooJ-houfes  throughout  this  king- 
dom } 
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dom ; and  alH?  the  particulars  of  all  grants^  donations,  or 
other  pt-oVifions  orally  kind,  in  land  or  mdheyj  made  in  con- 
feqiience  of  the  above  recited  ads,  or  any  of  them,  or  in  any 
btheirwife  whatevef,  for  the  endowment  of  the  faid  diOcefan 
ichool^,  or  any  of  them,  or  for  the  ufe  of  the  fchool-mafters 
of  the  fame,  in  fuccefiion  rcfpedively,  or  any  of  them,  with 
the  ancient  and  ptefent  denomination  and  value  of  futh  lands^ 
and  in  whofe  occupation,  and  under  what  title  they  were  held 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1787. 

That  it  IS  proper  and  expedient,  by  the  aid  and  authority 
bf  parliament,  to  eftablifh  one  or  more  great  fchodl  or  fchools, 
and  to  refornl  thofe  already  eftaSliiliejl  in  fuch  cafes  as  lliall 
be  foiind  necelTary,  upon  fuch  principlesi  and  with  fuch  pro- 
vifions  and  regulations,  as  may  tend  more  effedually  to  an- 
I fwer  the  ertd  bf  their  foundation  in  public  utility,  by  improv- 
' ing  and  facilitating  to  the  youth  of  this  kingdom  the  means 
bf  a peffed  education,  as  well  in  fuch  fchoOl  Or  fchools,  as  by 
cftablifhing  an  annual  fuccefiion  of  a feled  number  of  the 
moft  mefitofious  fcholars,  with  a fuitable  provifion,  to  the 
Univerfity,  for  the  future  purfuit  of  learned  profefllons,  and 
I for  the  honourable  difeharge  of  the  higheft  duties  Of  the 
i Community. 

I That  it  is  an  obje^l  of  great  public  coheefii  that  exa£l  en- 
quiry fhoiild  be  made^  and  information  obtained^  of  the  num- 
j ber  and  pfefeht  ftate  of  the  feveral  foundations  within  thfs 
I kingdom,  for  the  education  of  youth  in  claflical  learning,  and 
that  the  true  natiif  e and  value  of  their  fendowments  fhould  be 
afeertained,  i^ith  the  original  appropriation  and  prefent  dif- 
pofal  of  the  funds,  and  how  far  the  feveral  duties  and  trufl^ 
diredled  and  enjoined  have  been  arid  are  duly  performed, 

That  the  foundation  and  gfaduai  endowment  of  a fecond 
i tJniverfity  within  this  kingdom,  by  the  aid  and  authority  of 
I parliament^  in  addition  to  the  prefent  excellent  ejftablifhment 
; h 2 
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of  Trinity  College  in  this  capital,  might  conduce  to  the  greater 
perfeclion  of  .a  general  fy.ftem  for  the  improvement  of  educa- 
tion, and  to  the  wider  difiuhon  of  learning  and  fcience 
throughout  the  nation.  , 

That  it  Is  efientially  expedient,  towards  the  fuccefsful  pro- 
motion of  proper  meafures  for  the  general  improvement  of 
education  within  this  kingdom,  that  one  or  more  perfon  or 
perfons,  not  exceeding  four  in  the  whole,  eminently  qualifi- 
ed by  their  abilities  and  experience,  (Irould  be  appointed  by 
the  Chief  Governor  for  the  time  being,  to  aflift  in  the  pre- 
paration of  plans  and  arrangements  for  the  inftitution  and  re- 
gulation of  the  feveral  feminaries  of  clallical  learning  propof- 
cd  to  be  efiablllhed  and  reformed. 

That  this  Koufe  will  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
fefnon  of  parliament,  proceed  to  the  immediate  confideration 
of  fuch  further  meafures  as  may  be  requiiite  for  carrying  the 
foregoing  refolutions  into  full  effect. 

• That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  grace  the  Lord 
•Lieutenant,  requefiing  that  his  grace  will  be  pleafed  to  give 
directions  for  preparing  plans  of  the  neceflary  buildings  and 
other  arrangements  for  forming  and  eltablifliing  the  feveral 
fpecies  of  fchools  and  iGhool-houfes,  and  fuitable  convenien- 
ces, to*be  annexed  thereto,  with  eftimates  of  the  expence 
thereto,'  drftingulffied  under  feparatc  heads,  and  accompani- 
ed with  obfervations  refpcc^ting  lituations,  and  other  circum- 
ftances  moft  proper  for  the  fame. 

Amongft  the  principal  bills  paiTed  this  fefilon,  were  the 
following  viz : 

A bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law,  and  prefervatl- 
on  of  the  peace  within  Counties  at  large. 

A bill  for  the  further  increafe  and  encouragement  .of 
thipping  and  navigation. 
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A bill  for  prefenting  and  avoiding  fecret-'  outhwrys  in 
perfonal  a£lions. 

A bill  for  promoting  the  improvement  of  ports  and 
hours.  . .... 

A bill  for  recovery  of  Tythes, 

A bill  to  prevent  tumultuous  rifings,  alTemblies,  and  un^ 
lawful  oathSf 

An  a^  for  regulating  the  baking  trade. 

An  a(^  for  eftablifliing  market  juries  in  cities,  &c. 

On  the  28th  of  May, -1787,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  conclude 
cd  the  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

In  relieving  you  from  further  attendance  in  the  prefent 
feflion  of  parliament,  I have  the  fatisifadtion  of  fignifying  to 
you  his  Majefty’s  entire  approbation  of  the  vdfe  and  vigorous^ 
meafures  by  which  you  have  diftinguifliod  y6ur  zeal  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and'  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country.  My  ftremious  exertions  (liall  not  be  wanting  to  car- 
ry your  falutary  provihons  into  execution, '(to  afTert  the  julv 
dominion  ofthe  laws,  and  to  eftablifh^hefecurity  of  proper- 
ty, as  well  as  perfonaLfafety,  to  all  defcriptions  of  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  fubje<51:s  in  this  kingdom,  ‘ . 

The  decided  tenor  of  your  condudf  afTures  me  of  your 
continued  and  cordial. alliitance,  and  that  you  will  v/ith  your 
utmoft  influence  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  a fuU 
conviction  what  dangerous  effects  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
to  the  growing  profperity  of  the  nation,  aril’e  from  the  pre- 
valence of  even  partial  or  temporary  difturbance.  * Admonifh 
them,  that  the  benevolent  but  watchful  foirit  of  the  lec^ifla- 
ture,  which  induces  it  tp  encourage  induflry  and  exertion, 

will 
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will  at  tlie  fame  time  be  awake  to  the  corre£tion  of  the  ex- 
cefles  which  are  the  infeparahle  companions  of  idlenefs  and 
licentious  diforders. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  cf  ComrnonXy 

I thank  you,  in  the  King’s  namcj  for  the  fupplies  which 
you  have  fo  chearfully  provided  for  the  fupport  of  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  government.  You  may  depend  upon  their  being 
faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  grant- 
ed. 

X 

The  raeafures  you  have  taken  for  encreahng  public  cre- 
dit, and  diminifhing  the  national  debt,  are  confonant  to  that 
tvifdom  and  affedlion  to  your  country,  which  have  ever'dif* 
tinguilhed  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

« A new  and  powerful  incitement  to  the  national  indudry. 
has  been  opened  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  iii 
which  the  utmoll  attention  is  manifeiled  to  the  intereils  of 
Ireland.  The  claims  of  this  kingdom  to  an  eq^ual  participa- 
tion in  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  J^ortugal  have  been 
acknowledged  by  the  court  of  Lifbon.  Thefe  are  decided 
teftimonies  of  his  Majefty’s  paternal  regard,  and  frefla  confir- 
mation of  his  gracious  refolution  to  coniider  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  infeparahle.  A principle  which, 
by  uniting  the  faculties  and  affeflions  of  the  empire,  gives 
frrength  and  fecurity  to  every  part  of  it : A principle  which, 
with  your  accuftomed  wifdom,  you  have  ftill  further  corrobo'^ 
fated  by  the  late  arrangenient  of  your  law  of  navigation. 

The  loyalty  and,  attachnaent  of  his  faithful  people  of  Ire- 
land are  highly  grateful  to,  the  King ; and  by  his  Majefly’s 
exprefs  command  I am  to  afTure  you  of  his  mofl  gracious  and 
affeflionate  proteflion.  To  fulfil -my  Sovereign’s  pleafure, 

which 
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\vh‘ich  conftantly  directs  me  to  ftudy  the  true  happlnefs  of* 
this  kingdom,  is  the  great  and  fettled  objedl  of  my  ambition  5 
and  upon  this  bafis  I fhall  hope  to  have  cftablifhed  a perma- 
nent claim  to  your  good  opinion,  and  to  the  confidence  ancj 
regard  of  the  people  of  Ireland.” 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  that  it  vras  hig 
' Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  pleafure  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  24th  day  of  July  next ; and  the 
parliament  was  accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  24th 
day  of  July  next'. 

On  the  24th  of  October  following,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  died  of  a fever;  whereupon  the  Archbifhop  of 
Armagh,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Rt.  HonI  the 
Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  were  appointed  Lords- 
juftices  and  continued  in  the  government  ^ntil  the  16  Dec* 
ember  enfuing,  when  his  excellency  George  Nugent  Gren- 
ville Temple  Marquis  of  Buckingham  fucceeded  to  the 
Vice-gercncy  of  Ireland, 
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S^on  of  — Mr,  Grattar^ s fpeecli  rejpe^ing  iyihes, — prora.^^ 
gat  ion  — -JsJJion  1789 — his  Majejif  % lUnejs . — proceedings  there^ 
on  in  the  IriJJo  parliament. — addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales^ 
from  both  honfes. — proiejl  oj  the  peers. — anfrver  of  the ‘'Lord 
Lieutenant  on  delivery  of  the  addrefs- — protejis  on  thls.occafon* — 
anfvJbrs  returned  by  the  Prince  of  JVales. — addrefs  of  the  com^ 
mom — protef  of  the  lords. — Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on 
his  Majeff  s recovery. — addrefs  to  his  Majefy  from  the  Lords, 
--^addrefs from  the  commons. — proceedings  in  Great  Britain. 


HP  A R LX  AMENT  again  affembUd  on  the  17th  of  Janua* 
ry,  1788,  feveral  bills  both  cEconomical  and  conhitiitionali 
were  introduced,  and  reje<ned,  altho*  public  ceconomy  ap** 
peared  to  have  been  a favorite  fyftem  v/ith  the  Vice-roy.— • 
Amongft  the  nioft  interefting  fubje^ls  introduced,  was  that 
of  Tyihesy  which  had  been  fo  long  a matter  of  complaint,  and 
the  alledged  caufe  of  the  difturbances  in  thefouthern  part  of 

the  country. Mr.  Grattan  opened  the  buhnefs  with  a, 

propofed  enquiry,  and  in  a fpeech  of  conhderable  length, 
ilated  the  cpprellion  of  the  poor,  from  the  mode  in  which 
Tyihes  were  alTefs’d  and  colle<5led— **  It  has  been  faid  in  de- 
fence of  clerical  exadliop.s,  that  tho’  fometimes  exorbitant^ 
they  have  never  been  lilegaf  but  (faid  he)  I will  prove  that 
exactions  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  parts,  have  been  not  only 
exorbitant,  but  illegal  likewife. — I will  prove  that  in  many 
inftances,  Tythe  has  been  demanded,  and  paid  for  Turf'. 
that  men  have  been  excommunicated  by  a moft  illegal  fentence, 
for  refufing  to  pay  Tythe  of  Turf. — A right  to  Tythe  of  Turf 
has  been  ufurped  againll  law,  and  a legifiative  power  of 

commutation 
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commutation  has  been  exercjfed,  I fuppofe  for  familiarity  of 
appellation  and  facility  of  colleflion.— It  has  been  urged,  the 
law  would  relieve  in  the  cafe  of  demand  for  tithe  of  Turf— 
but  the  poverty  of  the  peafant  has  been  admitted,  and  the^ 
expcnce  of  litigation  can  not  be  denied — the  law  has  heeit 
applied  to  and  has  not  relieved — the  fpiritual  Courts  do 
maintain  a right  to  tithe  for  Turf,  and  in  fo  doing,,  they 
have  a^led^  and  do  a6l  in  grofs  violation  of  law; — I am  in- 
formed that  tithe  has  been  demanded  for  Furze  fpent  pti  the 
premifes;  and  therefore,  in  circumftances  not  fubjefl  to 
Tithe,  a demand  oppreffive  to  the  poor  and  repugnant  to 
the  law.” 

« The  exaflions  of  the  tithe-pfodlor  ore  another  inftance 
pf  illegality — he  gets,  he  exacts,  he  extorts  from  the  pa- 
rilhioners,  in  fome  of  the  diflurbed  parilltes  one,  frequently 
two  {hillings  in  the  poundf  The  clergyman’s  agent  is  then 
paid  by  the  parifh,  and  paid  extravagantly. 

I excufe  the  tithe-prowler;  the  law  is  in  fault  which 
gives  great  and  fummary  powers  to  the  indefinite  claims  of 
^he  church,  and  fulFers  both  to  be  veiled  in  the  hands,  not 
only  of  the  parfon,  but  of  a wretch  who  follows  his  own  na- 
ture, when  he  converts  authority  into  corruption,  and  law 
into  peculation. 

Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  the  tithe-proc- 
tors in  certain  parilhes  of  the  South,  doalk  and  extort  from 
the  poor  pari lliioners  one  or  two  Ihillings  in  the  pound  under 
the  defeription  ^of  proWlorage— -a  fee  at  once  illegal  and  op- 
preflive ; and  this,  they  are  ready  to  verify  at  your  bar. 

I underlland  that  every  thing,  of  any  confequence, 
which  is  tithed  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  is  tithed  in  Munller  ; 
that  potatoes,  wjiicli  are  tithed  in  no  part  of  Ireland, 
are  tithed  there— and  that  each  article  is,  in  moll  of  the 
difrurb^d  parts,  tithed  higher  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ire- 
land. 


« I under- 
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♦*  I uoderrtand  in  thecourfe  of  your  inquiry  it  wull  appear, 
that  a living  has  been  lately  and  rapidly  raifed  from  6ol.  to 
Cj'ool.  by  the  new  incumbent  ; that  a farm  from  12I.  a year 
tithe,  has  been  raifed  to  6cl. — that  a living  in  thefe  difturb- 
ed  parts  from  130I.  has  been  in  the  fame  manner  and  expe- 
dition raifed  to  j 30!.— that  another  living  in  thefe  difturbed 
parts,  ip  the  fame  ipanner,  has  been  raifed  from  300I.  to 
WP}-  , 

Under  the  head  of  excefs  the  following  allegatipn  Is  fub? 
niitted  to  your  confideratlon  *,  that  in  certain  pariflies  of  the 
South  the  charge  for  tithes  has  been  unconfcionable,  and  has 
not  obferved  any  equity  in  favour  of  the  huibandmaq,  the 
poor,  or  the  manufa^urer. 

But  the  law  would  relieve  ; turn  to  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Courts — the  judge  is  a clergyman,  or  appointed  by  a clergy- 
man, and  of  courfe  is  a party  judge;  and  though  in  fome 
cafes  his  perfonal  re^Itiide  may  corre^  his  fituation,  and  pre- 
vent him  froua  being  a partial,  yet  from  the  conftitution  of 
his  court,  he  is  a party  judge — ^The  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  in 
England  maintained  gravel  and  ftone  to  be  titheable,  as  fome 
of  ours  have  maintained  turf  to  be  titheable.  Lord  Holt  faid, 
they  made  every  thing  titheable ; but,  fays  he,  I do  not  re- 
gard that,  the  Pope,  from  whom  our  clergy  derive  their 
claim,  though  they  depart  from  its  alledged  application,  fub- 
}ecled  to  tithe  the  gains  of  the  merchant,  and  the  pay  of  the 
army — the  canons  went  farther,  and  held  the  tithe  of  forni- 
cation and  adultery  to  be  the  undoubted  property  of  the 
church.  We  are  now  too  enlightened  to  liflen  to  claims 
carried  to  To  very  great  an  extent,  and  Ecclefiaftical  Courts 
are  lefs  extravagant  now  ; but  ftill,  the  principle  continues, 
the  bias  continues — ftiU  they  are  party  courts;  the  evidence, 
like  the  judge,  is  a paVty — he  is  worfe,  he  is  frequently  the 
fervant  of  the  party,  and  the  nature  of  his  evidence  is  the 
beft  calculated  to  give  every  latitude  to  partiality  and  corrup- 

,tion 
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tion— he  generally  views  the  crop,  - when  the  crop  is  ripe,  or 
when  the  ground  is  yed  in  the  firft  cafe  he  cannot,  with 
any  great  accuracy^  afcertain  the  quantum  of  produce,  and 
in  the  laft  cafe,  he  cannqt,  with  any  accuracy  at  all ; and 
yet,  without  furyey,  without  meafure,  and  in  foine  cafes, 
without  infpedlion  of  the  crop,’  hear  him  fwearing  before  a 
party  judge,  to  the  quantum  of  ground  and  produce. 

Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  two  material  differences 
exifted  j firff,  that  poratoes.^yere  tithed  no  where  but  in  the 
South  i fecondly,  th^t  the  other  articles  of  tillage  were  tith- 
ed no  where  fp  high  as  in  the  South  *,  that  there  were  fcme 
few  parilhes,  ’tis  true,  in  the  North,  and  feme  parts  of  coun- 
ties that  bordered  pn  Munfter,  where  potatoes  were  tithed^ 
but  that  the  ipftapces  were  few,  and  the  exception  proved 
t^e  rule. 

‘‘  The  right  of  fetting  out  the  tithe  has  not  always  prov- 
ed, in  the  cafe  of  the  poor,  a fecurity  againft:  illegal  demands, 
and  does  not  affe^  to  be  a fecurity  againft  unconfcionable 
flemands. 

f ‘ By  the  law,  the  tenant  muft  give  forty-eight  hours  no- 
tice, apd  bind  himfelf  to  a day,  whether  fair  or  foul.  In  the 
cafe  of  potatoes,  he  muft,  if  the  parfon  does  not  choofe  to 
attend,  leave  the  ridge  in  the  held,  which  may  prevent  his 
fowing  winter  corn,  and  be  the  difference  between  the  pro- 
fit on  wheat  and  op  oats.  The  tenant  cannot  dig  his  potatoes 
till  Odlqber,  he  feldpiU'  does  till  November;  and  he  muft 
ufe  them  in  Auguft,  becaufe  the  flock  of  laft  year  is  exhauft- 
ed.  Now,  the  digging  a bowl  of  potatoes  is  by  conftru(ftion 
in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  the  fubftra£lion,  not  of  the 
particular  tithe,  but  of  the  tithes  of  the  year : for  fimplicity 
of  fuit  they  conftrue  fubftra<ftion  of  one  proedial  tithe  to  he 
fubftraflion  of  the  whole ; and  for  extent  of  power,  that  is, 
for  the  fake  of  bringing  the  whole  under  their  jurirdifllon, 

they 
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they  conflrue  potat(?es  to  be  prcedial  tithe.  Thus  the  neceGl- 
tf  of  the  year  brings  the  peafant  under  the  lalh  of  ecdefiafti- 
ca!  authority,  that  great  fcourge  of  the  farmer. 

To  thefe  evils  are  we  to  add  another,  which  is  the 
principal  fource  of  them  all — the  uncertainty  of  tithe — the 
full  tenth  ever  muft  be  oppreffive. 

« A tenth  of  your  land,  your  labour,  and  your  capkal,  to 
thofe  who  contribute  in  no  fliapc  whatfoever  to  the  produce, 
mud  be  oppreffion ; ’'they  only  think  otherwife,  who  fuppole 
that  every  thing  is  little  which  is  given  to  the  parfon — that  no 
burden  can  be  heavy,  if  Jt  is  the  weight  of  the  parfon ; that 
landlords  fhould  -give  up  their  rent,  and  tenants  the  profits 
of  their  labour,  and  all  too  little  ; but  uncertainty  aggra- 
vates that  oppreffion,  the  full  tenths  ever  muft  be  uncertain 
as  well  as  oppreffive,  for  it  is  the  fixed  proportion  of  a fluc- 
tuating quantity,  and  unlefs  the  high  pried  can  give  law  to 
the  winds,  and  afeertainthe  harved,  the  tithe,  like  that  bar- 
ved,  mud  be  uncertain  j but  this  uncertainty  is  aggravated 
by  the  pernicious  motives  on  which  tithe  frequently  rifes  and 
Ms.  It  frequently  rifes  on  the  poor — it  falls  in  compliment 
to  the  rich.  It  proceeds  on  principles  the  reverfe  of  the  gof- 
pel ; it  croaches  to  the  drong,  and  it  encroaches  on  the 
feeble  ; and  is  guided  by  the  two  word,  principles  in  fociety, 
(ervility  and  avarice  united,  againd  the  caufe  of  charity,  and 
under  the  cloak  of  religion. 

'ill  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fpeech,  Mr.  Grattan  went  into 
iDany  particulars  in  proof  of  his  adertions — the  nature,  ef- 
fe£r,  and  origin  of  the  tithe  inditution,  the  mode  of  redrefs 
bethought  mod  applicable  under  exiding  circumdances,  and 
concluded  thus — Let  bigotry  and  fchifrn,  the  zealot’s  fire, 
the  high  pried’s  intolerance,  through  all  their  difcordancy, 
tremble,  while  an  enlightened  Parliament,  with  arms  of 
general  proteclion,  overarches  the  whole  community,  and 

roots 
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roots  the  proteftant  afcendency  in  the  fovereign  mercy  ofks 
nature ; laws  of  coercion,  perhaps  necefTary,  certainly  le- 
vere,  you  have  put  forth  already,  but  your  great  engine  of 
power,  you  have  hitherto  kept  back  *,  that  engine,  which 
the  pride  of  the  bigot,  nor  the  fpite  of  the  zealot,  nor  the 
ambition  of  the  high,  tior  the  arfenal  of  the  conqueror,  nor 
the  inquifition  with  its  jaded  rack  and  pale  criminal,  never 
thought  of:  the  engine  which  armed  with  phyfical  and  mo- 
ral blelTing  comes  forth,  and  overlays  mankind  by  fervices  5 
the  engine  of  redrefe— thisis  Government,  and  this  the  only 
defcription'of  Government  worth  your  ambition.  Were  I to 
raife  you  to  a great  aa,  I fhould  not  recur  to  the  hiftory  of 
other  nations ; I would  recite  your  own  aas,  and  fet  you  in 
emulation  with  yourfelves.  Do  you  remenvber  that  night, 
when  you  gave  your  country  a Free  Trade,  and  with  your 
hands  opened  all  her  harbours. — That  night  when  yon  gave 
her  a Free  Confcitution,  and  broke  the  chains  of  a century 
— while  England,  edipfed  at  your  glory  and  your  ifland,  rofc 
as  it  were ’from  its  bed,  and  got  nearer  to  the  fun.  In  the 
arts  that  poliih  life — the  inventions  that  accommodate — the 
inanufacfLires  that  adorn  it — you  will  be  for  many  years  in- 
ferior to  fome  other  parts  of  Europe ; but,  to  nurfe  a grow- 
ing people — to  mature  a ftruggling,  though  hardy  communi- 
ty, to  mould,  to  multiply,  to  confolidate,  to  infpire,  and 
to  exalt  a young  nation  j bethefe  pur  barbarous  accomplifh- 
ments  ? 

I fpeak  this  to  you,  from  a long  knowledge  of  your  cha- 
xader,  and  the  various  refources  of  your  foul  *,  and  I confide 
my  motion  to  thofs  principles  not  only  of  juftice,  but  of  firs; 
which  I have  obferved  to  exift  in  your  compofition,  and  oc- 
cafionally  to  break  out  in  a flame  of  public  zeal,  leaving  the 
minifters  of  the  Crown  in  edipfed  degradation.  It  is  there- 
fore I have  not  come  to  you  furnifhed  merely  with  a cold 
mechanical  plan  ; but  have  fubmitted  to  your  confideration 
the  living  grievanceS'<^Conceivijig  that  any  thing  in  the  fhape 

of 
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of  oppreiuon  made  orice  apparent — oppreflidil  tod  of  a peoi 
pie  you  have  fet  free-*-the  evil  will  catch  thofc  warm  fuf- 
ccpiible  properties  which  abound  in  your  mind, arid  qualify 
you  for  legiflationd’ 

On  the  queflion  whether  the  hcufe  (hould  go  into  the 
enquiry  propofed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  a divifion  took  place  and 
the  mealure  was  rejected  by  a majority  of  72. 

What  has  been  thus  far  ftated,  fhews  the  grievances  which 
this  Country — particularly  amongft  the  lower  order  of  the 
people,  mu  ft  have  felt  with  refpect  td‘  the  fubjecl  of  tithes — 
and  if  the  meafures  of  redfefs  propofed  were  not  adopted — 
the  difeufEon  of  the  queftion  afforded  fufficient  ground  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  evil,  and  prevent  the  future  praaice 
of  illegal  impofition. — In  this,  perhaps  it  had  a falutary  ef- 

On  the  18th  of  April  1788,  the  parliament  was  prorogued^ 
and  did  not  meet  again  until  the  5th  of  February  1799? 
when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  iii  his  fpeech,  acquainted  both 
houfesj  with  the  melancholy  account  of  his  Majefty’s  indif- 
pofltloDj  which  render’d  him  unable  to  difeharge  the  neceffa- 
ry  duties  of  government. —And  this  nccefl^ily  engaged  the 
public  attention — and  parliamentary  enquiry;  . 

On  this  event,  the  prdceedings  in  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  happen’d  to  take  different  directions  : we  fhall  ftate 
what  was  hereupon  done  by  the  Irifti  parliament — and  thea 
make  a fevr  obfervations  on  the  tranfadlions  in  England. 

As  foon  as  the  ufual  addrefs  was  voted  In  the  Irilt  parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  fecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant^ 
moved  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  the  houfe  fhouldrefolvc 
itfelf  into  a committee  on  the  Monday  fe’nnight,  to  take  in- 
to confideration  the  ftate  of  his  majefty’s  health.”  As  th6 
evident  defign  of  this  delay  was  to  prevent  the  Irifti  parlia- 
ment 
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ment  froni  coming  to  any  refolutlons  relative  to  a regency* 
before  the  determinations  of  the  Britifh  parliament  could  be 
propofed  to  them  for  their  .concurrence,  it  was  ftrongly  op» 
pofed,  as  derogatory  to  the  independance  of  that  kingdom, 
and  to  the  dignity  and  credit  of  its  parliament.  Mr.  Grartanj 
therefore,  propofed  that  the  hoiife  fhould  meet  on  the  next 
Wednelday;  and  his  amendment,  after  a long  and  warm  de- 
bate, in  which  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
animadverted  on  with  the  greateft  feverity,  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  128  to  74. 

At  the  fame  time,  a motion  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  for  proceeding  immediately  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
fupply.  preparatory  to  the  palling  of  the  money  bills,  was 
negatived ; and  the  conlideration  of  fupply  put  off  to  the  12th 
of  February. 

On  Wednefday  the  nth,  Mr.  Conolly  moved,  that  an 
addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  requeft- 
ingdilmto  take  on  himfelf  the  government  of  that  kingdom 
as  regent,  during  his  majefty’s  incapacity.  This  motion  gave 
rife  to  a long  and  violent  debate,  in  which  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, Mr.  Fitzglbbon,  late  chancellor  of  Ireland,  eminently 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  motion.  It  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  Ponfonby,  Mr.  Curran,  and  o- 
ther  eminent  fpeakers ; and  was  ultimately  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

On  Monday  the  i6th,  the  houfe  of  Lords  being  met  pur- 
fuant  to  their  laft  adjournment,  a motion  for  a further  ad- 
journment w’as  made,  and  rejected.  The  carl  of  Charlemont 
then  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  fimilar  to 
that  voted  by  the  commons  ; which,  after  fome  debate,  was 
carried  by  a majority  of  nineteen.  A proteft  was  entered, 
figned  by  feventeen  lords. 


On 
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On  Tuefday  the  19th,  both  houfes  waited  upon  the  lord 
lieutenant  with  their  addrefs,  and  requefted  him  to  tranfmit 
the  fame.  With  this  reqiieft  his  excellency  refufed  to  com- 
ply ; returning  for  anfwer,—^  that  iindef  the  imprefllons  he 
feltof  his  official  duty,  and  of  the  oath  he  had  taken,  he  did 
not  confider  hirafelf  warranted  to  lay  before  the  Prince  an 
addrefs,  purporting  to  ihveft  his  royal  highnefs  with  powers 
to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  that  realm,  before  He 
fhould  be  enabled  by  law  fo  to  do ; and  therefore  was  oblig- 
ed to  decline  tranfmitting  their  addrefs  to  Great  Britain/* 

Upon  the  return  of  the  commons  to  their  own  houfe,  and 
the  anfwer  of  the  lord  being  reported  to  them,  Mr.  Grattan 
obfef  ved,  that  in  a cafe  fo  extremely  new,  it  would  be  high- 
ly iihproper  to  proceed  with  hurry  or  precipitation  ; the 
houfe  was  called  upon  to  z£t  with  dignity,  firmnefs  and  deci- 
fion  j and  therefore,  that  due  time  might  be  had  for  delibe- 
ration, he  would  move  the  queftion  of  adjournment  j the 
queftion  was  put  and  carried  without  oppofition. 

On  the  day  following  Mr.  Fitzherbert  moved,  that  the 
lord  lieutenant’s  anfwer  be  entered  on  the  journals,  . 

Mr.  Grattan  fald,  he  was  fatlshed  to  let  the  anfwer  be 
entered  on  the  journals,  in  order  to  make  way  for  fome  re* 
folutions  which  he  intended  to  propbfe,  as  neceffary  to  car- 
ry the  intention  of  the  two  houfes  into  effect,  and  as  a vindi- 
cation of  their  honour  and  conftitutional  conduct. 

The  anfwer  being  entered  dn  the  journals,  Mr.  Grattaii 
moved,  That  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  having 
thought  proper  to  decline  to  tranfmit  to  his  royal  hightiefs 
George  prince  of  Wales,  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, a competent  number  of  members  be  appointed  by  this 
houfe  to  prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  royal  highnefs.*^ 
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The  queftion  on  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion  was  then  put,  and 
jjajGTed  without  any  divifion  ; whereupon  he  moved,  That 
Mr.  Connolly  do  attend  the  lords  with  the  laid  rei'olution, 
and  acquaint  them,  that  this  houfe  requeft  them  to  appoint 
members  of  their  own  body  to  join  with  the  members  of  the 
Commons  in  prefenting  the  faid  addrefs;” 

This  alfo  paired  witout  any  devifion ; and  Mr.  Connolly 
went  up  to  the  Lords  accordingly. 

The  melTage  received  in  reply  was,  that  the  lords  had 
concurred  in  the  refolution  of  the  commons,  and  had  ap- 
pointed  his  grace  the  duke  of  Leinller  and  the  earl  of  Char- 
lemont  to  join  with  fuch  members  as  the  commons’  Ihould 
<<  appoint  to  prefent  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  to  his  royal 
**  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales.*’ 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  that  the  right  honourable 
Thomas  Connolly,  right  honourable  J.  O’Neil,  right  ho- 
nourable  W.  B.  Ponfonby,  and  J.  Stewart^  Efq;  Iho- 
“ be  appointed  cOmmillioners  on  the  part  of  the  cormr.ons 
« for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  the  addrefs  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  prince  of  Wales.”  and  they  were  appointed  ac- 
cordingly,' 

Thefe  motions  having  palTed,  Mr.  Grattan  them  moved^ 
L that  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  had  difeharged  an  in- 
dilpenfable  duty,  in  providing  for  the  third  ellate  of  the 
Irilh  cbnllitutioh  (rendered  incomplete  through  the  king’s 
incapacity)  by  appointing  the  prince  of  Wales  regent  of 
Ireland.” 

The  motion  was  bppofed  principally  on  the  ground  of  if^ 
being  conlidered  as  the  foundation  of  a vote  of  cenfure  on  the 
lord  lieutenant ; and  after  a long  debate,  the  houfe  divided  ; 
for  the  queftion  130.  a^gainlt  it  7 1, 

VoL.  n.  M Mr.  Grattan, 
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Mr.  Grattan,  after  fome  comments  on  the  preceding  de- 
bate, and  the  decifion  of  the  houfe,  made  another  niotio  i, 
in  purport,  “ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the 
anfwer  of  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  to  both  houfes, 
in  refuling  to  tranfmit  the  faid  addrefs,  is  ill-advi!ed,  and 
tends  to  convey  an  unwarrantable  and  unconftitudonal 
cenfure  on  the  condudt  of  both  houfes.” 

The  attorney  general  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  preface 
this  refolution  with  the  foUowing  words,  “ that  this  houfe, 
<<  uninformed  of  the  motion  that  impreffed  his  excellency's 
«•  mind,  and  unacquainted  with  his  private  inftru^tions,  or 
the,  tenor  uf  his  oath,”  &c. 

The  houfe  being  divided  on  this  amendment,  there  ap- 
peared for  it  ySj  againft  it  1 19. 

Capt.  Burgh  then  propofed  an  amendment,  to  add  the 
following  words  to  the  original  refolution, — ‘‘  Inafmuch  as 
the  faid  lords  have  proceeded  to  appoint  his  royal  highnefs, 
“ See.  illegally  and  unconflltutionally.”  This  amendment  was 
negatived  without  a divifion. 

Mr.  Grattan’s  original  motion  of  cenfure  was  then  put  j 
on  w’hich  the  houfe  divided  ; and  there  appeared  for  the 
motion  115,  againft  it  83. 

On  the  25th  the  report  of  the  feveral  refolutlons  of  the 
committee  of  fupply  being  brought  up,  and  that  which  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt,  the 
annuities,  and  eftabllfliments,  being  read,  Mr.  Grattan  pro-r 
pofed,  that  the  words  for  two  months,  ending  the  26th 
“ of  May  1789,”  he  added. 

Upon  this  occafion,  Mr.  Brownlon^  obferved,  th''^  fh'^ugh 
no  party  man,  he  thought  is  neceflary  to  proceed  with  cauti- 
on. Some  difference  had  arifen  between  his  excellency  the 

governor 
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governor  and  tlie  two  houfes.  He  fhould  nevet*  forget  the 
affair  of  lord  Townfhend,  who  prorogued  the  parliament, 
and  protefled  againft  their  proceedings,  for  the  commons 
exercifing  a right  of  originating  bills  of  fupply  ; a right  in 
which  lay  the  effence  of  all  their  privileges.  What  lord 
Townfliend  did,  Lord  Buckingham  might  do,  if  they  pafT- 
ed  the  fupply  for  a year  ^ nay,  he  might  and  perhaps  would 
diffolve  therrii  and  then  how  could  they  look  at  their  confti- 
tuents  5 who  would  fay,  “ You  have  deferved  all  this  •,  for 
when  we  put  our  purfe  in  your  hands,  you  foolifhly  let  go 
the  firings 

The  attorney  general  laid,  that  be  recolle<fted  the  event 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  , and  remembered 
too,  that  the  houfe  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  when  they 
next  met,  wl^ich  addrefs  coft  the  nation  half  a million  of 
inoney. 

Oh  the  quefiion  being  put,  there  appeared  for  the  amend- 
ment, Ayes  104^  Noes  85. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  rhoved,  that  the  army  be  provided  for 
but  to  the  25th  of  May  j which  was  likewife  carried,  Ayes 
102,  Noes  77. 

The  committee  of  the  two  houfes  arrived  In  London  on  the 
25th,  and  the  day  following  prefented  their  addrefs  to  the 
prince  of  Wales  at  Carlton  Houfe.  As  the  convalefcent  flate 
of  his  majefty^s  health  vi^as  at  this  time  apparent,  his  royal 
highnefs^  after  returning  his  \yarmefi:  thanks,  for  the  ad- 
drefs, and  exprefllng  the  fatisfadlion  he  received  from  the 
proof  it  afforded  of  their  loyal  and  affedionate  attachment 
to  the  perfon  and  government  of  the  king,  acquainted  them, 
with  the  fortunate  change  that  had  taken  place.  Within  2 
few  days,  he  hoped,  that  the  joyful  event  of  his  majefty’s 
refuming  his  government  would  enable  him  to  give  them>a 
final  anfwer,  and  make  it  only  neceffary  for  him  to  repeat 

M 2 thofe 
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thofe  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  affe£lion  to  the  loyal  and 
generous  people  of  Ireland,  which  he  felt  indelibly  imprint- 
ed on  his  heart. 

On  the  14th  of  March  the  lord  lieutenant  went  in  ftate  to 
the  houfe  of  peers  ; and  having  acquainted  the  two  houfes 
with  the  king's  recovery,  addreflTes  ol  congratulation  were 
immediately  voted  to  his  majefty. 

On  the  23d,  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  upon  the  prince  of  Wales,  being  returned  to  Dublin, 
reported  to  the  two  houfes  the  final  anfvver  of  his  royal 
highnefs  [See  State  Papers,]  ; which  was  ordered  to  be 
inferted  in  their  journals,  and  an  addrefs  of  thanks  was 
voted. 

We  infert  the  following  ftate  papers,  as  further  explanatory 
of  the  proceedings  in  this  kingdom,  on  the  bufinefs  be- 
fore mentioned. 

Addrefs  prefenied  io  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Feb.  27,  by  the  Dele^ 
gates  from  both  Houfes  of  Tarllament  in  Ireland. 

To  his  Royal  Highnefs  George  Prince  of 'WdXts, 

THE  humble  addrefs  of  the  lords  fpirltual  and  temporal, 
and  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeftes,  in  parliament  af- 
fembled. 

J^lay  it  pleafe  your  Royal  Highnefs^ 

We,  his  hlajefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^ls,  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons  of  Ireland  in  par- 
liament aftembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  high- 
nefs,  with  hearts  full  of  the  moft  loyal  and  affectionate  at- 
tachment to  the  perfon  and  government  of  your  royal  father, 
to  exprefs  the  deepeft  and  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  the  nume- 
sous  blelTings  which  we  have  enjoyed  under  that  illuftrious 

houfe, 
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houfe,  whofe  accefllon  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms  has  ef- 
tablifliecl  civil  and  conAitutional  liberties  upon  a balls  which, 
we  truft,  will  never  be  ftiaken  *,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  con- 
dole with  your  royal  highnefs  upon  the  grievous  malady  with 
which  it  has  pleafed  Heaven  to  affiidl  the  beft  of  fover- 
eigns. 

We  have,  however,  the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that  this 
fevere  calamity  hath  not  been  vifited  upon  us,  until  the 
virtues  of  your  royal  highnefs  have  been  fo  matured  as  to 
enable  your  royal  highnefs  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  an  im- 
portant truft,  for  the  performance  whereof,  the  eyes  of  all 
his  majefty’s  fubjeCts  of  both  kingdoms  are  directed  to  yo.yr 
royal  highnsfj. 

/ 

We  therefore  beg  leave  humbly  to  requeft,  that  your  royal 
highnefs  will  be  pleafed  to  take  upon  you  the  government  of 
this  realm,  during  the  continuance  of  his  majefty’s  prefent 
indifpofttion,  and  no  longer  ; and  under  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  prince  regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  majefty,  to.  exercife  and  adminiftpr,  according  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers, 
jurifdiCtions,  and  prerogatives,  to  the  crown  and  govern-^ 
ment  thereof  belonging. 

of  the  Peers  of  Ireland,  *Lvho  votedf  on  Monday,  Feb. 

16,  againf  the  Addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  requefl’mg  his^ 

Royal  Hightief  ^0  take  upon  him  the  Ojf  ce  of  Prince  Regent. 

D’ffenUent^  ' 

ift.  BECAUSE  the  addrefs  in  queftion  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  is  an  addrefs,  requefting  that 
he  will  be  pleafed  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  this 
realm  in  luch  manner  as  is  therein  mentioned,  and  to  exer- 
cife and  admin ifter,  according  to  the  laws  and  conftitution, 
of  this  kingdoip>  all  royal  pov/ers,  jurifdiCtion,  and  prero- 

gatlvs^ 
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gatives  to  the  crown  and  government  thereof  belonghig, 
without  any  law  or  authority  whatfoever,  that  we  know  of, 
authorizing  him  fo  to  do, 

2dly,  Becaufe  we  are  apprehenhve  that  the  faid  addrefs 
may  be  conftrued  to  be  a meafure  tending  to  difturb  and 
weaken  that  great  conftitutional  union,  whereby,  as  fully 
declared',  enacted,  and  fpecified  in  fundry  a6ts  of  parliament 
in  this  kingdom,  this  realm  of  Ireland  is  for  ever  united  and 
•knit  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  and  as  a member^ 
appending  and  rightfully  belonging  thereto. 


3dly.  Becaufe,  although  in  every  fentiment  of  duty,  affec- 
tion, and  refpedf,  towards  his  royal  highnefs,  we  hold  our« 
felves,  equal  to,  and  will  not  be  exceeded  by,  any  of  thofe 
who  join  in  the  faid  addrefs,  or  by  any  other  perfon  what- 
foever ; and  are,  and  ever  fhall  be,  ready  to  lay  down  our 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  the  juft 
rights  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  and  of  every  branch 
of  his  royal  and  auguft  family ; we  cannot  pay  any  compli- 
ment to  his  royal  highnefs,  or  to  any  one,  at  the  expence  of 
what  we  confider  as  great  conftitutional  principles  j and  we 
cannot,  (for  fuch  are  the  workings  of  duty,  affection,  and 
refpe(ft:  in  our  breafts,)  join  in  the  faid  addrefs,  which  may, 
as  we  are  apprehenftve,  bring  difficulty  and  embarraffinent 
upon  his  royal  highnefs,  already  too  much  opprelTed  by  the 
great  calamity  which  hath  befallen  our  jnoft  gracious  fovev 
reign,  his  royal  father. 


Signed 


Lifford,  C. 
Carysfort 
Longford 
Hillsborough 
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DiJJentient^ 

For  th^  fecond  reafon  In  the  foregoing  protefl:. 

And  alfo,  becaufe  feeling  every  fentiment  of  duty,  refpeclj 
and  attachment  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales, 
and  thinking  him  the  only  proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  to 
this  high  ftation,  I confider,  that  to  addrefs  his  royal  high- 
nefs t©  accept  the  regency  of  this  kingdom,  before  we  have 
any  authority  to  know,  that  he  is  as  yet  appointM  regent 
of  Great  Britain,  is  inviting  him  to  aiiume  a power,  which 
under  the  a£lual  and  exiftin?  conBitution  of  Ireland,  he  caii- 
not  exercife,  inafmuch  as  by  ftatute  lo  of  Henry  VII.  no 
hill  can  receive  the  royal  alTent  here,  that  is  net  certified 
from  Great  Britain  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  and  until 
his  royal  highnefs  fhall  have  authority  to  direct  the  ufe  of 
that  great  feal,  he  cannot  difeharge  the  fun(51;ions  of  the  re- 
gal office  for  Ireland.  It  is  impoffible,  according  to  the  laws 
and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  that  any  perfon  fliould  be 
fegent  of  Ireland,  who  is  not  at  the  fame  time  regent  of 
Great  Britain. 

I 

Glai^dore. 

Diffentient^ 

1 (1.  Becaufe,  with  an  anxious  defire  that  the  regency  of 
this  kingdom,  during  his  majefty’s  indifpofition,  fhould  be 
conferred  on  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales  in  a 
manner  mofl:  expreffive  of  refpcdl  and  afxe<Slion  to  his  royal 
highnefs,  and  convinced  that  his  royal  highnefs  will  think 
that  mode  of  appointment  mofi;  expreffive  of  duty  ani  af- 
fection, which  is  conftitutional,  and  muft  conduce  to  pre- 
ferve  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in- 
ieparable,  we  confider  an  addrefs  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, purporting  of  its  own  authority,  to  confer  royal  pow« 
er,  at  a time  when  they  are  fully  competent  to  pafs  a bill  for 
the  purpofe  of  effectually  providing  for  the  exercife  ci  the 

fame^f 
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fame,  to  be  a moft  dangerous  violation  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  conftitution. 

2cily.  Becaufe  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  (on  which  the  fafety  pf  the  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate  depends)  is  preferved  and  rpaintained  by  the  unity 
of  the  executive  power  alone  5 and  yet  the  addrefs  propofed 
by  the  refolution  now  pafTed,  is  to  appoint  his  yoy^l  high- 
nefs  regent  of  Ireland,  without  our  being  certain  that  his 
royal  highnefs  is  or  will  be  regent  of  Great  Britain,  and  with- 
out making  any  provifion,  that  his  royal  highnefs  fhall  not 
continue  to  be  regent  pf  Ireland  longer  than  he  fhall  be  re- 
gent of  Great  Britain  : Tiius  expoftng  to  chance  and  acci- 
dent the  prefervation  of  the  only  bound  of  that  connexion 
between  the  countries,  upon  which  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  de- 
pends, and  making  a precedent  that  may  be  of  the  moft  fatal 
cpnfequence  to  pofterity. 

Tyrone  Wm.  Ossory  W,  Leigh  UN  and 

Bzllamont. 

i • 

JDiJfentkni^ 

For  the  firft  reafon  in  the  proteft  immediately  preceding. 

And  alfo,  becaufe  we  eonlider,  that  if  by  virtue  of  this  ad- 
drefs  alone,  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales  (hall  take 
upon  himfelf  the  regal  powers  of  this  kingdom,  his  royal 
highnefs  will  by  fuch  aflumption  be  drawn  in  to  decide  upon 
an  important  conftitutional  queftion,  equally  affeefting  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland, 

And  alfo,  becaufe  we  confider  thefe  words  In  the  addrefs, 

and  no  longer,'’  as  unnecelTary,  and  at  the  fame  timedifref- 
pecftful  to  the  Prince  of  A^ales,  tending  to  convey  an  idea 
that  this  country  can  confer,  or  that  the  Prince  might  continue 
to  hold  over  the  powers  of  a regent  for  a longer  time  than 

the 
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pliQ  continuation  of  the  king’s  indifpofition  incapacitated  his 
Majefty  from  being  reftored  to  the  full  cxcrcifc  of  the  pow^ 
ers  appertaining  to  th?  crown  of  Great  i^rium  and  Ireland, 

Carhampton  Conyncham* 

Anfwer  of  the  Lcrd  Lieutenant  to  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes^  re^ 
quefinghim  to  tranjmit  their  Addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Lords  and  Gentler^en^ 

UNDER  the  impreflion  which  I feel  of  nay  official  duty, 
aud  of  the  oath  which  I have  taken  as  chief  governor  of 
Ireland,  I am  obliged  to  decline  tranfmittiqg  this  addrels 
into  Great  Britain. 

For  I cannot  conlidep  myfelf  warranted  to  lay  before  the 
prince  of  Wales  an  addrefs,  purporting  to  inyeft  his  royal 
highnefs  with  powers  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
this  realm,  before  he  fliall  be  enabled  by  law  fo  to  do. 

f^rotef  of  the  Minority  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords ^ ^he 

Refolutio7is  voted  Feb.  19,  ajferting  the  right  of  both  houfe s to 
^clare  a Prince  Regent, 

Dijfentienty 

I 

because  the  undoubted  right,  and  the  indifpenfable 
duty,  declared  in  the  faid  relolution  to  have  been  exercifed 
and  difeharged  by  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  and  to 
which  it  is  alluded  they  are  alone  competent,  do  not,  in  any 
legal  or  found  fenfe,  appear  10  us  to  have  any  exiftence — - 
And  becabfe  the  aiTuming  a right  in  the  lords  and  commons 
alone,  to  confer  upon  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales 
the  government  of  this  kingdom,  under  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  prince  Regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Majefty,  to  exercife  and  adminifter,  according  to  the 
bW5  and  CQUftitution  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers  and 
^ prero^a  lvC> 
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prerogatives  to  the  crown  and  government  thereof  belonging, 
or  the  addrefiing  his  royal  highnefs  to  take  upon  himfelf 
fuch  government  in  mariner  aforefaid,  before  he  be  enabled 
by  law  fo  to  do,  feems  to  us  altogether  unwarrantable,  and 
to  be  highly  dangerous  in  its  tendency  to  dlflurb  and  break 
the  conftitutional  union,  whereby  this  realm  of  Ireland  is  for 
ever  knit  and  united  to  the  imperial  crown  "bf  England,  on 
which  connexion  the  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms  efTentially 
depends  *,  and  we  are  the  more  apprehenfive  of  danger,  left 
the  fo  doing  fhould  be  confidered  as  tending  to  the  preju- 
dice, difiurbance,  or  derogation  of  the  King’s  majefty  in^ 
of,  or  of  the  crown  of  this  realm  of  Ireland. 


WU-  OsSORY 
hloRNINGTON 

G.  L.  Kilmore 
W.  Leighlin  &.  Fernsi 
Glandore 
R.  Dd'DLIN 
Laneseorough' 

Car HAMPTON 

ProteJ}  cf  the  Lords  againjl  the  Vote  of  Cenfure  on  the  Lo^d, 

Lieutenant. 

Dijj'entient  y 

BECAUSE,  when  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  his 
Ivlajefty’s  reprefentarive  here,  hath  told  us,  that  under  the 
imprellion  of  his  official  duty,  and  of  the  oath  that  he  Irath 
taken  as  chief  governor  of  this  kingdom,  he  is  obliged  to 
decline  tranfmitting  to  Great  Britain  the  addreffies  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament  to  liis  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  it  doth  not  confift  with  that  decorum,  with  that  juf- 
tice,  and  with  that  grave  proceeding,  with  which  this  houfe, 
the  great  and  derniere  court  of  juftice,  ffiould  ever  aef,  to 


Lifford,  C.'  Hillsborough 
Valenti  A Courtown 

Longford  Altamont 
J.  Clog  HER  Ranelagh 
Bellamont  Powerscourt 
Mt.  Morres  Enniskillen 
Conyngham  Tyrone 
Bective  Chetwynd 
Harberton. 
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|to  proceed  to  a condemnation  and  cenfure  of  his  excellency, 
without  being  allowed  to  enquire  and  look  into  the  conftitii- 
tion  of  his  office,  or  into  his  oath  : — and  befides  we  cannot 
confider  it  as  a want  of  rcfpedt  to  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  not  tranfmitting  the  faid  addrefs  to 
him,  as  it  vvould  expofe  his  royal  highnefs  to  difficulty  and 
embarralTment,  by  laying  him  under  the  difagreeable  ne- 
ccffity  of  deciding  upon  great,  legal,  and  conftitutional 
principles,  in  which  his  royal  highnefs^s  future  intercfts^ 
and  the  rights  of  that  imperial  crown  which  he  is  born  to 
inherit,  may  be  very  deeply  concerned  : — -and,  moreover,  we 
conceive  this  houfe  ought  ever  to  be  mindful  of  the  fta-, 
tion  in  which  the  conhitutlon  hath  placed  it,  and  ought  to 
refift  every  thing  which  partakes  of  intemperance  and  excefs. 


Lifford y C. 

Hilljborough 

Powerfeourt 

JVm,  Offory 

WLountmofres 

Valentia 

Couriown 

Mornington 

Lnnljkillen 

Longford 

Aliamsnt 

Glandore 

R.  Dublin 

Tyrone 

Carhampton 

Derive 

Lanejhorough 

Harberton 

Conyngham 

Bellamont 

G.  Lewis  Kilmore 

J.  Clogher 

Ranelagh 

JV.  Leighlin  and  Ferns* 

^wer  of  the  VrmQQ  of  Wales  to 

the  Addrefs'  prefented  by  the 

Delegates  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  0/ Ireland. 

. - Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

THE  addrefs  from  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons  of  Ireland,  which  you  have  prefented  to  me,  de- 
mands my  \yarmefl:  and  earlieft  thanks.  If  any  thing  could 
add  to  the  efteem  and  affedlion  I have  for  the  people  of 
Ireland,  it  would  be  the  loyal  and  affectionate  attachment 
to  the  perfon  and  government  of  the  King,  my  father, 
panifefted  in  the  addrefs  of  the  two  houfes. 


What 
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"What  they  have  done,  and  their  manner  of  doing  it,  is  a 
new  proof  of  their  undiminifhed  duty  to  hisMajefty,  of  their 
uniform  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  their 
conilant  attention  to  maintain  inviolate  the  concord  and 
connexion  between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, fo  indifpenfably  necefTary  tothe  profperityi  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  the  liberties  of  both. 

If  in  conveying  my  grateful  fentiments  on  their  conduf^, 
in  relation  to  the  King,  my  father,  and  to  the  inleparabie 
intereft  of  the  two  kingdoms.,  I find  it  impoflible  to  exprefs 
.adequately  my  feelings*  on  what  relates  to  my felf,  I truft  you 
will  not  be  the  lefs  difpofed  to  believe,  that  I have  an  under- 
ftanding  to  comprehend  the  value  of  what  they  have  done, 
a heart  that  muft  remember,  and  principles  that  will  not 
fufFer  me  to  abufe  their  confidence^. 

But  the  fortunate  change  which  has  taken  place  In  the 
circumftance  which  gave  occafion  to  the  addrefs  agreed  ta 
by  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  induced  me  to  delay, 
for  a few  days,  giving  a final  anfwer,  trufliilg,  that  the  joy- 
ful event  of  his  m'ajefty’s  refuming  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
his  royal  authority,  may  then  render  it  only  necefiary  for 
me  to  repeat  thofe  fentimehts  of  gratitude  and  afFedlion  to 
the  loyal  and  generous  people  of  Ireland,  which  I feel  in- 
delibly imprinted  on  my  heart.* 

Second  anfwer  oftheVvmz^  of  Wales  to  the  Deputation  from  both 
houfes  of  the  parliament  of  \it\2LTidi.  March  12. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeuy 

THE  happy  event  of  the  King’s  recovery,  and  the  confe- 
quent  re-aflumption  of  the  exercife  of  his  aufpicious  govern- 
ment, announced  by  his  royal  commiflion  for  declaring  the 
farther  carufes  of  holding  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

has 
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has  done  away  the^  melancholy  necefTity  which  gave  rife  to 
the  arrangement  jiropofed  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland;  but 
nothing  can  obliterate  from  my  memory  and  my  gratitude, 
the  principles  upon  which  that  arrangement  was  made,  and 
the  circumftances  by  which  it  was  attended. 

I conlider  your  generous  kindnefs  to  his  Majefty’s  royal 
family,  and  the  provhion  you  made  for  preferving  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown  in  its  conftitutional  energy,  as  the  moft 
unequivocal  proof  which  could  be  given  of  your  afFc6lionate 
loyalty  to  the  King,  at  the  time  when,  by  an  afHiffing  dlf- 
penfation  of  Providence,  his  government  had  fufFered  an  in- 
termillion,  and  his  houfe  was  deprived  of  its  natural  pro- 
tedlor. 

I fliall  not  pay  fo  ill  a compliment  to  the  lords  and  com- 
mons of  Ireland,  as  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  miftaken  in 
their  reliance  on  their  moderation  of  my  viev/s  and  the 
purity  of  my  intentions,  A manly  confidence,  directing 
the  manner  of  proceeding  toward  thofe  who  entertain  fenti- 
ments  becoming  the  high  fituation  to  which  they  arc  born, 
furniihes  the  moft  powerful  motives  to  the  performance  of 
their  duty;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  liberality  of  fentiment 
which,  in  conveying  a truft  confers  an  honour,  can  have  no 
tendency  to  relax  that  provident  vigilance  and  that  public 
jcalotiry  which  ought  to  ivatch  over  the  exercife  of  power. 

ilfy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Though  full  of  joy  for  the  event  which  enables  me  to  take^ 
leave  of  you  in  this  manner,  perfonally,  I cannot  but  regret 
your  departure  : — I have  had  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
a knowledge  of  your  private  eharaflers,  and  it  tias  added  to 
the  high  efteem  which  I had  before  entertained  for  you  on 
account  of  your  public  merits ; both  have  made  you  the 
worthy  reprefentatlves  of  the  great  bodies  to  which  you  be- 
JoDg. 


1 atn 
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1 am  confident  that  I need  not  add  my  earneft  recommend 
dation  to  the  parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  to  continue 
to  cultivate  the  harmony  of  the  two  kingdoms,  which  in 
their  mutual  perfect  freedom  will  find  the  clofeft  as  well  as 
happieli:  bond  of  their  connection. 

Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  votedfsl^xc]l  20,  on  occafmt  of  the  final  anfwer  of  hU  \, 
Royal  Highnefs*  ^ 

• ’ i 

May  it  pleafe  your  Royal  High7iefs,  | 

WE,  his  Majefty’s  mofi:  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjccts,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  afiembled,  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  your  royal  highnefs  our  warmeft  thanks  for  your  an- 
fwer  to  our  addrefs.  ^ 

With  hearts  overflowing  with  the  liveliefi:  joy,  we  con- 
gratulate  your  royal  highnefs  upon  the  happy  event  of  the 
KingV  recovery,  and  the  confequent  re-affumption  of  the 
exercife  of  his  aufpicious  government;  an  event  highly  pleaf- 
ing  to  thefubje^ts  of  the  whole  empire,  but  peculiarly  grate- 
ful to  a nation  fo  highly  indebted  to  their  mofi:  excellent  fo- 
vereign  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign  ; and  we  rejoice 
in  the  refle£tioh  that  the  father  of  his  people  is  bleffed  with 
a fon,  who  is  likely,  in  the  fullnefs  of  time,  to  continue  to 
his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  affectionate  fubjeCts  of  Ireland  the 
blefling  of  his  government. 

Thoroughly  confcious  that  nothing  can  add  more  to  that 
efteem  which  your  royal  highnefs  has  been  pleated  toexprefs 
for  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  than  their  loyal  and  af- 
fectionate attachment  to  the  peHon  and  government  of  the 
King,  we  will  fteadily  perfevere  in  thofe  principles  of  duty, 
loyalty,  and  affcCtion,  which  have  fo  happily  recommended 
them  to  the  favourable  opinion  of  your  royal  highnefs. 


Wc 
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We  feel  the  higheft  fatIsfac\ion  in  finding  that  what  we 
have  done,  and  our  manner  of  doing  it,  have  received  your 
approbation,  and  that  your  royal  highnefs  is  pleafed  to  confi- 
der  our  condueft  as  a proof  of  our  undiminifiied  duty  to  his 
Majefty,  our  uniform  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
and  our  conftant  care  and  attention  to  maintain  inviolate  the 
concord  and  connection  between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  which  we  confider  as  indilpenfably  necefia- 
ry  to  the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  liberties  of  both  ; and 
we  beg  leave  to  afiure  your  royal  highnefs,  that  from  thofe 
principles  we  fliall  never  depart. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  your  royal  highnefs  confiders 
our  juft  attention  to  his  Majefty’s  royal  family,  and  the  pro- 
vifion  made  by  us  for  preferving  the  authority  of  the  crown 
in  its  conftitutional  energy,  as  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs 
which  could  be  given  of  our  afFeCtionate  loyalty  to  the  beft  of 
fovereigns,  at  the  melancholy  period  when,  by  an  affliCling 
difpenfation  of  Providence,  his  government  had  fuflfered  an 
. intermilliun,  and  his  illuftrious  houfe  was  deprived  of  its 
great  and  natural  proteclor. 

We  have  the  jufteft  reliance  on  the  moderation  of  the 
views  and  putity  of  the  intentions  of  your  royal  highnefs, 
and  we  have  the  fulleft  conviction  in  our  minds,  that  any 
truft  which  could  have  the  moft  diftant  tendency  to  relax 
that  provident  vigilance  and  public  jeaioufy  which  ought  to 
watch  over  the  exercife  of  power,  would  not  have  been  ac- 
ceptable to  the  exalted  fentiments  of  your  royal  highnefs, 
whofe  underftanding  and  principles  are  rendered  more  valua- 
ble by  the  generous  and  afteCtionate  heart  which  animates 
their  diClates. 

We  can  with  the  greateft  truth  moft  folemnly  afiTure  your 
royal  highnefs,  that  it  is  the  ardent  with  of  the  parliament 
and  people  of  Irelanji  to  continue  to  cultivate  the  harmony 

and 
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and  mfeparable  intereft  of  the  tvrb  kingdoms ; firmly  c6n^ 
vlnced  that  in  their  mutual  ,perfe£t  freedom  they  will  find 
the  clofeft  as  well  as  the  happieft  bond  of  their  connection  5 
and  we  offer  our  warmelt  acknowledgments  'to  your  royal 
' highnefs  for  your  recommendaiidn  to  us  to  perfevere  in  fiich 
a conduct,  and  coafidcr  your  royal  highnefs’s  recommenda- 
tion, fo  worthy  the  high  ftation  in  which  you  are  placed,  a^^  ^ 
an  additional  proof  of  your  attention  to  rhe  welfare  of  both 
countries* 

We  afiurc  your  royal  highnefs,  that  if  aiiy  thing  could 
5dd  to  the  exultatioti  of  our  minds  at  the  happy  event  of  the 
recovery  of  our  moft  beloved  fovereign,  it  w'ould  be  the 
pleafure  which  we  feel  in  reflecting,  that  the  heir  to  his 
Majefty’s  crowns  inherits  the  virtues  of  his  royal  father — 
virtues  which  every  part  of  your  royal  highnefs’s  conduCt,' 
during  the  late  melancholy  and  trying  occafion,  has  placed 
in  the  moft  illuftrious  point  of  viewj  and  the  repeated 
marks  of  gracioufnefs  and  condefeenfion,  whh  which  your 
royal  highnefs  has  been  pleafed  to  honour  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament,  mufi  ever  remain  impreffed  in  the  moft  indeli- 
ble characters  of  affeCtion  and  gratitude  on  the  hearts  of  the 
people  of  Irelandi 

[An  addrefs  to  the  fame  effeCt  was  voted  by  the  lords.] 

Prctejl  agairtjl  the  addrefs  of  Thanh  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
ed  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Lords ^ March  23, 

Dijfentientf 

BECAUSE,  although  delirous  to  exprefs  our  humble 
thanks  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  his 
gracious  anfwcr  to  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
and  that  to  2 degree  which  might  induce  us  to  pafs  over  the 
departure  which  there  feems  to  be  in  the  mode  and  form  of 
this  addreis  ftom  the  ufual  courfe  and  proceeding  of  parlla^ 

ment. 
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merit,  yet  we  cannot  agree  to  this  adclrefs,  which  doth  not 
conlift,  as  we  conceive,  with  thofe  conftitutional  principles 
which  are  maintained  iri  our  protefts  of  February  lall,  and 
to  which  we  adhere. 


!|dfford,  C. 
Chetwynd 
Harberton 
Win.  OfTory 


R.  Dublin. 
Longford 
Tyrone 
Glandore 


Ranelagh 
^ Altamont 
Lanefborough 
Mountmorres. 


Dijfentient, 


I ft,  Becaufe  the  uniform  and  regular  prafdce  In  this  houfe 
has  been  as  appears  from  its  earlieft  records,  to  pafs  a fhort 
'^ote  of  thanks  for  anfwers  from  the  King  to  addrefles  of  this 
houfe,  to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty  by  the  lord  lieutenant. 


2dly,  Becaufe  that,  on  the  12th  of  December  17155 
committee,  which  had  been  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrcfs, 
of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  King  George  the  Firft,  for  his 
gracious  anfwer  to  a congratulatory  addrefs  upon  his  accefii- 
on,  were  difcharged  from  that  duty,  and  a fhort  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  Majefty’s  gracious  anfwer  was  pafted,  to  be 
tranfmitted  by  the  lord  lieutenant  j ftnce  which  time  tliis 
method  of  proceeding  has  uniformly  prevailed,  except  in  the 
iiiftances  of  anfwers  which  complied  with  requefts  from  this 
houfe,  or  where  royal  afturance  had  been  given  of  fome 
great  national  benefits  beftowed,  or  intended  to  be  conferred, 
upon  this  country  ; in  which  cafes,  addreftes  of  thanks  have 
been  prefented,  of  which  only  eight  inftances  appear  upon 
the  journals  of  this  houfe. 

,3dly.  Becaufe  the  firft  inftance  of  an  addrefs  of  this  de- 
fcription,  the  i8th  of  i\uguft  1709,  was  in  confequence  of 
her  Majefty  Queen  Anhe  having  complied  In  her  anfwer  wdth 
a requeft  of  this  houfe  conveyed  by  an  addrefs;  and  on  the 
VoL.  II.  N 1 2th 
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1 2th  of  December  1723,  another  inftance  occurs  of  a fimi- 
lar  addrefs  of  thanks,  upon  the  royal  affurance  of  the  intend- 
ed revocation  of  Wood’s  patent. 

4thly,  Becaufe  that,  on  the  14th  of  December  17^3,  an 
addrefs,  or  vote  of  thanks,  does  not  appear  upon ‘the  journals, 
in  confeqnence  of  her  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  a 
congratulatory  addrefs  upon  her  marriage. 

5thly,  Becaufe,  although  his  royal  highnefs’s  anfwer  t© 
the  adJrefs  of  this  houfe  is  moft  polite  and  gracioi^s,  yet  it 
cannot  be  proved  that-any  folid  national  benefit  could  be  de- 
rived from  it ; and  though  it  muft  be  the  wifh  and  defire  o^ 
every  loyal  fubjedt  to  pay  every  mark  of  refpedl  to  his  roya  ^ 
highnefs,  and  to  every  branch  of  the  royal  fanaily,  I canno^ 
agree  to  a mode  of  proceeding  which  indicates  a greater 
compliment,  and  a greater  degree  of  attention,  than  have 
ufually  been  paid  to  his  Majefty  and  to  his  royal  prede^ 
^efTors. 

6thly,  Becaufe  the  fuppofed  exigency  of  the  ftate,  which 
originated  the  proceedings  upon  a regency,  is  no  more,  and 
confequently  the  meafure  ftiould  no  longer  be  preserved  in 
public  contemplation  by  addreffes  from  parliament,  whichj 
may  have  a mifehievous  tendency  in  future.  And  becaufe^ 
laftly,  that  the  late  wife,  political,  and  judicious  proceedings 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  afford  a memorable  exam- 
ple well  worthy  of  regard  and  attention,  where  proceed- 
ings upon  the  regency  were  fufpended,  upon  the  report  of 
his  Majefty’s  convalefcence,  and  difeharged  and  done  away 
upon  the  happy  and  fatisfaeftory  confirmation  of  his  Majefty’s 
perfedl:  recovery  and  complete  re-eftablifhmcnt. 

Mountmorres. 

Speech 
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Sj[)eec/i  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  both  houjes  of  Parliament'^ 

March  14. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 

WITH  the  mod  heartfelt  fatisfacdion,  I take  the  earlieft 
opportunity  to  inform  you,  in  obedience  to  the  King’s  com- 
mands, that  it  has  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to  remove 
from  him  the  fevere  indifpofition  with  which  he  has  been 
afflicted  ; and  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  Almighty  God,  he  is 
now  again  enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  concerns  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  perfonally  to  exercife  the  royal  authority, 

QenUmen  of  the  Houfe  cf  Commonsy 

I have  fubmitted  to  his  Majefty’s  confideration  the  fupplies 
which  you  have  already  granted  for  the  immediate  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  fervice,  and  the  performance  of  the  nation- 
al engagements ; and  I am  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to 
exprefs  his  perfedt  confidence  in  your  readinefs  to  makefuch 
farther  provifion  as  lhall  be  neceflary  for  the  ulual  fupport  of 
his  Majefty’s  government.  ' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 

I have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  his  Majefty  to  afture 
you,  that  the  profperity  of  his  loyal  and  faithful  people  of 
Ireland  from  whom  his  Majefty  had  repeatedly  received  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  affeeftionate  attachment  to  his  facred  per- 
fon,  will  be  ever  near  to  his  heart ; and  that  his  Majefty  is 
full\  perfuaded,  that  your  zeal  for  the  public  welfare  will 
enable  him  to  promote,  by  every  wife  and  falutary  meafure, 

. the.  interefts  of  this  kingdom. 

I cannot  conclade  this  communication  to  you  without  ex- 
preffing  my  fulleft  convieftion,  that  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
parliament  of  Ireland  does  not  yield  to  any  of  his  fubjects  in 

fincere 
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fincere  and  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God  for 
the  refloration  of  his  Majefty’s  health  and  in  fervent  prayers 
that  a long  continuance  of  that  blefilng  may  fecure  to  the 
people  the  happinefs  which  they  have  conftantly  enjoyed  un- 
der his  Majelty’s  mild  and  aufpicious  government. 

Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ^Ireland  to  hisMajef  \\ 

IVLoJl  gracious  SoverelgUy 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje<Els,  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament  aflembled,  em^ 
brace,  with  unfeigned  and  lively  joy,  this  opportunity  of  , 
renewing  to  your  Majefty  our  moft  dutiful  and  fincere  pro- 
feflions  of  unalterable  loyalty  and  afteffionate  attachment 
to  your  Majefty’s  facred  perfon,  family,  and  government  5 
and  of  afTuring  your  Majefty,  that  we  find  ourfelves  unequal 
to  exprefs  the ‘ardent  feelings  of  our  hearts  atthejoyfut 
communication,  which,  by  your  Majcfty’s.  command,  has 
been  made  to  us,  that  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence 
to  remove  from  your  Majefty  the  fevere  indifpofition  with 
which  you  have  been  afflidded,  and  that  you  are  now  again 
enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  concerns  of  your  kingdoms, 
and  perfonally  to  exercife  your  royal  authority ; that,  for 
thefe  fignal  marks  of  Divine  favour,  we  fliall  not  ceafe  to 
pour  out  the  lively  eftufions  of  gratitude  and  thankfgiving  to 
the  Almighty,  who  has  vouchfafed,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
mercy  and  goodnefs,  to  reftore  our  beloved  monarch  to  the 
fervent  and  united  prayers  of  his  people. 

We  gratefully  acknowlege  your  Majefty’s  goodnefs,  in  the 
afiurance  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  us,  that  the  prof- 
perity  of  your  loyal  and  faithful  fubjects  of  this  kingdom 
muft  ever  lie  near  to  your  heart. 

We 
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We  (hall  endeavour  to  juftify  the  confidence  which  your 
Majefty  is  pleafed  to  repofe  in  your  parliament  of  Ireland, 
by  a cheerful  concurrence  in  fuch  wife  and  falutary  mea- 
fures  as  may  enable  your  Majefty  to  fulfil  your  gracious  in- 
tentions of  promoting  the  general  interefts  and  happinefs  of 
all  your  dominions. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  afllire  your  Majefty,  that,  fen- 
fible  of  the  happinefs  which  we  have  conftantly  enjoyed  un- 
der your  Majefty’s  mild  and  aufpicious  government,  we  do 
not  yield  to  any  of  your  people  in  the  fincerity  with  which 
we  offer  up  our  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God 
for  your  Majefty’s  happy  reftoration  to  your  former  health  ; 
and  that  we  ftiall  unceafingly  fupplicate  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence for  a long  and  uninterrupted  continuance  of  that  in- 
eftimable  bleffing. 

> His  WLajeJlfs  Anfwer, 

HIS  Majefty  receives  with  the  greateft  fatisfa£lion  the 
dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
in  parliament  aflembled. 

His  Majefty  accepts  in  the  moft  gracious  manner  the  re- 
ward of  their  profeflions  of  aflfedlionate  attachment  to  his 
perfon,  family,  and  government,  and  feels  with  the  greateft: 
fenfibility  the  joyful  expreflions  of  their  hearts  upon  the 
interpofitions  of  Divine  Providence,  in  reftoring  him  again 
to  the  perfonal  exercife  of  his  royal  funflions.  The  happi- 
nefs and  profperity  of  his  faithful  fubje^ls  in  Ireland  are  ob- 
jects very  near  his  Majefty’s  heart ; and  he  confides  in  the 
wifdom  of  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  that  they  will 
purfue  fuch  meafures  as  will  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  intenti- 
ons of  promoting  the  general  interefts  of  all  his  dominions. 

Addrefs 
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Addrefs  of  the  Hottfe  of  Commons  ^Ireland  to  his  Majefp 
Mof  graelous  Sovereign^ 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ts,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  your  Majefty  our  alTurances  of  the  lincere  and 
cordial  fatisfadlion  with  which  we  are  penetrated,  on  being 
informed  from  the  throne,  by  your  Majefty’s  command,  that  ' 
it  has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  yoilr 
Majefty  the  fevere  indifpofition  with  which  you  have  been 
afillcfted  j and  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  Almighty  God,  you  - 
are  now  again  enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  concerns  of 
your  kingdoms,  and  perfonally  to  exercife  your  royal  autho- 
rity. 

Your  Majefty  entertains  a juft  confidence  that  we  fhall 
cheerfully  proceed  in  making  fuch  provifion  as  may  be  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  honourable  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s  govern- 
ment. 

We  fhould  be  dead  to  every  generous  feelings,  ftiould  wc 
omit  to  acknowledge  your  majefty *s  unceafing  folicitude  for 
the  Interefts  of  Ireland,  or  to  fecond,  by  every  falutary  ef- 
fort, your  benevolent  wifties  for  the  welfare  of  your  people. 
The  numerous  bleflings  derived  to  this  kingdom  from  your 
Majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  are  deeply  imprinted  in  our  bo- 
foms  % and,  fenftble  as  we  are  of  the  ineftimable  value  of 
their  benefits,  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  your  Majefty,  upon 
this  joyful  occafion,  our  moft  fincere  profeflions  of  refpedt 
and  attachment  to  your  royal  perfon,  family,  and  govern- 
ment. 

We  conclude  thefe  our  fervent  congratulations  with  de- 
vout acknowledgment  to  the  Almighty  for  this  fignal  in- 
flance  of  his  goodnefs  in  reftoring  our  beloved  monarch  to 

the 
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ihe  prayers  of  an  afflicfted  people.  Our  gratitude  for  fuch  a 
mark  of  the  Divine  favour  is  only  equalled  by  the  ardency 
, of  our  wiflies  for  the  continuance  of  your  Majefty’s  health, 
and  that  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  that  invaluable  bleffing  du- 
ring a long  and  happy  reign. 

His  Majejlys  Anf’wer, 

HIS  Majefty  thanks  his  faithful  Commons  for  their  loyal 
and  afFedlionate  addrefs,  and  for  their  afturances  of  the 
fincere  and  cordial  fatisfa^lion  which  they  feel  on  the  inter- 
pofttion  of  Divine  Providence  in  removing  from  him  the  fe- 
vere  indifpofition  with  which  he  has  been  affli(ft:ed- 

Nothlng  can  be  more  fatisfa(ftory  to  his  Majefty  than  the 
difpofttion  exprefled  by  the  houfe  of  Commons  cheerfully  to 
proceed  in  making  fuch  provifions  as  are  neceftary  for  the 
honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  government. 

He  receives  with  the  greateft  plcafure  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  their  fenfe  of  the  folici- 
tude  which  his  Majefty  can  never- ceafe  to  entertain  for  the 
interefts  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  their  profeflions  of  refpe<ft  and 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  family,  and  government. 

p/  Wefhallnow — briefly  ftate  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  in  Great  Britain  on  this  melancholy  occafion. 

On  the  i6th  of  December,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  following 
refolutions  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  which  were  carried 
after  much  debate,  in  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

i.  ‘‘  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  his 
Majefty  is  prevented  by  his  prefent  inaifpofition  from  coming 
to  his  parliament  and  from  attending  to  public  bulinefs  ; and 
that  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority  is  thereby 
for  the  prefent  interrupted.” 


2,»  That 
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2.  “ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  is 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  now  afTembled,  and  lawfully, 
fully  and  freely  reprefentlng  all  the  ehates  of  the  people  of 
this  Realm,  to  provide  the  means  of  fupplying  the  defeat  of 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority  arillng  from  his 
IMajefty’s  faid  indifpofition,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe  may  appear  to  require.” 

3.  That  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  maintaining  entire 
the  conftitutional  authority  of  the  King,  it  is  neceflary  that 
the  faid  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  fhould  determine  on  the  means  whereby  the  royal 
alTent  may  be  pafTed  by  the  two  boufes  of  parliament,  refpeft- 
ing  the  exercife  of  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Crown, 
in  the  namie  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  King,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  Majefty’s  prefent  indifpofition.” 

On  the  geth  of  January  following,  the  following  refoluti- 
ons  w'hich  had  been  previoufly  palTed  by  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons were  prefented  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

RESOLVED,  that  for  thepurpofe  of  providing  for  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  authority,  during  the  continuance  of  his 
Majefty’s  ilinefs,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  extent,  as  the 
prefent  circumftances  and  the  urgent  concerns  of  the  nation 
appear  to  require,  it  is  expedient  that  his  Royal  HIghnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  refident  within  the  realm,  fhall 
be  empowered  to  exercife  and  adminifter  the  royal  authority, 
according  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  and  under  the  ftyle 
and  title  of  regent  of  the  kingdom  *,  and  toufe,  execute,  and 
perform,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  all 
authorities,  prerogatives,  acts  of  government,  and  adniinL 
ftration  of  the  lame,  which  belong  to  the  king  of  this  realm 

to 
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to  ufe,  execute,  and  perform,  according  to  the  laws  thereof, 
fiibjecl  to  fuch  limitations  and  exceptions  as  fhall  be  pro- 
vided. 

Refolved,  that  the  powder,  fo  to  be  given  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  thall  not  extend  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  of  the  realm  to  any 
per  Ion  whatever,  except  to  his  Majefty’s  royal  ifTiie  who 
lhall  have  attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  powers  fhould  not  extend  to  the 
granting  of  any  office  whatever  in  reverfion,  or  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  office,  falary,  or  penfion,  for  any  other  term  than 
during  his  Majelfy^s  pleafure,  except  fuch  offices  as  are  by 
law  required  to  be  granted  for  life,  or  during  good  be- 
haviour. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  powers  fhould  not  extend  to  the 
granting  of  any  part  of  his  Majefty’s  real  or  perfonal  cftate, 
except  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  leafes. 

Refolved,  that  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  majefty’s  illnefs,  fhould  be 
committed  to  the  Queen’s  moft  excellent  Majefty ; and  that 
her  Majefty  fhould  have  power  to  remove  from,  and  to 
nominate  and  appoint  fuch  perfons  as  fhe  fhall  think  proper, 
to  the  feveral  offices  in  his  majefty’s  houfehold ; and  to  dif- 
pofe,  order,  and  manage  all  other  matters  and  things  relat- 
ing to  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon,  during  the 
time  aforefaid  : and  that  for  the  better  enabling  her  Majefty 
to  difcharge  this  important  truft,  it  is  alfo  expedient  that  a 
council  fhould  be  appointed,  to  advife  and  affift  her  Majefty 
in  the  feveral  matters  aforefaid,  and  with  power  from  time 
to  timcj  as  they  may  Pee  caufe,  to  examine  upon  oath  the 
pbyficians  and  others  attending  his  Majefty’s  royal  perfon, 
touching  the  ftate  ofhisMajefty’s  health,  and  all  matters  re- 
lative thereto.  Die 
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Refolved,  that  a committee  be  appointed,  to  attend  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  refolutions’ 
which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupplyihg  the  defedl  of  the  perfonal  exercife  \ 
of  the  royal  authority  during  his  majefty’s  illnefs,  by  im- 
powering  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  exercife  fuch  authority  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majelfy,  fubjeft  to'  the 
limitations  and  reftridlions  which  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe  appear  at  prefent  to  require ; and  that  the  committee  do 
exprefs  the  hope  which  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  Commons,  entertain,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  from  his 
regaf  d to  the  interefts  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation,  will  be 
ready  to  undertake  the  weighty  and  important  truft  propofed 
to  be  invefted  in  his  Royal  Highnefs,  as  foon  as  an  a£t  of 
parliament  fhall  have  been  palTed  for  carrying  the  faid  Refer-’ 
iution  into  efFe(^. 

Prctejl  of  the  Lordsy  who  voted  onFridayy  January  23,  agalnfi 
agreeing  to  the  aforefaid  Refolutions  delivered  at  a conference 
on  the  preceding  Tuefday*  ^ 

rilSSENTIENT. 

I ft.  BECAUSE  we  firmly  adhere  to  the  principles  and 
arguments,  on  which  we  difapproved  the  refolutions  former- 
ly pafled  by  this  houfe,  efpecially  when  the  legiflative  power 
of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  unconftitutionally  aftumed 
by  thofe  refolutions,  is  meant  to  be  employed  to  reftrift  or 
fufpend  many  important  and  eftential  branches  of  the  royal 
power,  at  the  moment  of  the  declared  incapacity  of  the 
King. 

adly.  Becaufe  we  think  the  power  of  conferring  the  rank 
and  privileges  of  the  peerage,  as  a reward  to  merit,  is 
necelTary  to  the  royal  authority,  in  order  to  afford  an  in- 
citement 
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I citement  to  vigorou"'  exertions  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  and 
4s  more  peculiarly  necelTary  (like  all  other  parts  of*thc 
prerogative)  when  the  regal  power  is  to  be  txercifed  by  a 
fubllitute,  with  an  authority  uncertain  and  precarious  in  its, 
duration  : but  efpecially  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  it  is  the 
only  branch  of  the  prerogative  fufficiently  powerful  to  afford 
a remedy  againft  fuch  a combination  in  this  houfe,  as  other 
parts  of  this  fyftem  of  reftrii^ion  and  mutilation,  have  a natu- 
ral and  obvious  tendency  to  produce. 

And  becaufe  we  conceive  that  this  reftridlion  may  create 
an  intereft  in  the  members  of  this  houfe,  to  withhold  their 
aifent  to  reftore  the  antient  powers  of  the  crown  in  this  ref- 
pe<n:. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  by  the  fubhfting  law  of 
^ the  land,  his  Majefly’s  property  is  fufficiently  fecured  from 
any  undue  difpofition  and  alienation,  and  the  refolutlon  on 
that  fubje£l  can  have  no  other  but  to  convey  to  the 

publican  injurious  fufpicion,  and  unjuft  imputation,  on  the  ' 
character  and  inteijtioDK  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales. 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  proper  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  preferve  the  due 
influence  and  refpe<ft:  which  arifes  from  the  great  offices  of 
the  ftate,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  perfon  exerciftng  the  royal 
authority  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majefty, 
fhould  be  attended  by  thofe  diftingullhed  fervants,  whofe 
fundtions  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  purpofe  of  adding 
weight  and  fplendor  to  the  regal  office.  We  cannot  agree 
to  a divifion  of  the  royal  power  ; to  the  creation  of  a fourth 
eftatc,  unknown  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
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FREDERICK 

HENRY 


Lothian 

Devonfliire 

Aubley 

Craven 

Bedford 

Carlifle 

Portchefler 

Pelham 

Breadalbane 

Caffilis 

Abergavenny 

Loughborough 

Scarborough 

Foley 

Ponfonby 

Douglas 

Rawdon 

St.  John 

R.  Llandaff 

Cholmondeley 

Hereford 

Peterborough 

Staweir 

Cardiff 

Southampton 

Shaftesbury 

Chedworth 

Portland 

Huntingdon 

Egremont^ 

Ponfonby 

Malmesbury 

Sondes  ' 

Montfort 

Derby 

Hertford 

Cadogan 

Boyle 

Maynard 

Eglington 

Sandwich 

Kinnaird 

Aberdeen 

Chr,  Briftol 

Hay 

Rodney  . 

Northumberland 

W.  Fitzwilliam 

Buckinghamfhlre. 

Difs.  for  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  reafons. 

St.  Albans.  . ^ 

Difs.  for  the  ift,  2d,  and  4th  reafons  only. 

Clifton  Spencer  Suffolk  and  Berks 
Hawke. 

Difs.  For  all  the  reafons  given  in  this  proteft,  except 
thofe  in  the  latter  parts  of  the  2d  reafon,  viz.  beginning  at 
thefe  words,  “ but  efpecially  on,  See.”  and  thence  to  the 
end  of  that  fecond  reafon: 

Selkirk. 

Anjwer 
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/injwer  of  ///e?  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
appointed  to  deliver  to  him  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

My  Lords  an4  Gentlemen^ 

I thank  you  for  communicating  to  me  the  refolutions  a- 
greed  upon  by  the  two  houfes  ; and  I requeft  you  to  aflurc 
them,  in  my  name,  th^t  my  duty  to  the  King  my  father, 
and  my  anxious  concern  for  the  fafety  and  interefts  of  the 
people,  which  muft  be  endangered,  by  a longer  fufpenfion 
of  the  exercife  of  the  royal  authority  ; together  with  my  re- 
fpecSl-  for  the  united  defires  of  the  two  houfes,  outweigh,  in 
my  mind,  every  other  confideration,  and  will  determine  me 
to  undertake  the  weighty  and  important  trufl:  propofed  to 
me,  in  conformity  to  the  refolutions  now  communicated  to 
me.  1 am  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  that  mufi:  attend  the 
execution  of  this  trufi,  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  in  which 
it  is  committed  to  my  charge,  of  which,  as  I am  acquainted 
with  no  former  example,  my  hopes  of  a fuccefsful  admini- 
ftration  cannot  be  founded  on  any  paft  experience.  But 
confidering  that  the  limitations,  on  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
authority,  deemed  necefiary  for  the  prefent,  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  two  houfes  only  as  a temporary  meafurc, 
founded  on  the  loyal  hope,  in  which  I ardently  participate, 
that  his  Majefty’s  diforder  may  not  be  of  long  duration, 
and  trufiing,  in  the  mean  while,  that  I fhall  receive  a zeal- 
ous and  united  fupport  in  the  two  houfes  and  in  the  nation, 
proportioned  to  the  difficulty  attending  the  difeharge  of  my 
trufl:  in  this  interval,  1 will  entertain  the  pleafing  hope,  that 
my  faithful  endavours  to  preferve  the  interefts  of  the  king, 
his  crown,  and  people,  may  be  fuccefsful. 

f.efolittions  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and  Commonly  prefented  to 
Her  Majefty  on  Friday,  Jan.  30,  1789. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  perfon, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  Majefty’s  illnefs,  fhould  be 

committed 
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committed  to  the  Queen’s  mofl  excellent  majefty,  and  that 
her  majefty  (hould  have  pov/er  to  remove  from,  and  to 
nominate  and  appoint  fuch  perfons  as  fhe  fliall  think  proper, 
to  the  feveral  offices  in  his  majefty’s  houfehold,  and  to  dif- 
pofe,  order,  and  manage  all  other  matters  and  things  relating 
to  the  care  of  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon,  during  the  time 
aforefaid.  And  that,  for  the  better  enabling  her  Majefty  ta  i 
difcharge  this  important  truft,  it  is  alfo  expedient  that  a \ 
council  fhould  be  appointed,  to  advife  and  aflift  her  majefty 
in  the  feveral  matters,  and  witt^  power,  from^  time  to  time 
ts  they  may  fee  caufe,  to  examine  upon  oath  the  phyftcians 
and  others  attending  his  majefty’s  perfon,  touching  the  ftatc 
of  his  majefty’s  health,  and  all  Qiatters  relative  thereto^ 

Refolved,  that  the  refolutlon  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and. 
Commons,  refpecfting  the  care  of  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon, 
and  the  direftion  of  his  majefty’s  houfehold,  be  laid  before 
her  Majefty,  with  an  humble  addrefs,  exprcffing  the  hope, 
which  the  lords  ijjiritual  and  temporal  and  Commons  enter- 
tain, that  her  majefty  will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  under- 
take the  important  truft  propofed  to  be  invefted  in  her  Ma- 
jefty, as  foon  as  an  2lCz  of  parliament  lhall  have  been  pafted 
for  carrying  the  faid  refolution  into  efFe^ft. 

Her  Majefty’s  Anfzver  to  the  Lords  and  Gentlemen-^  who  de-^ 
liver  ed  the  foregoing  rej elutions. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

, ^ \ 
MY  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  king,  and  the  fenfe  I mufl  i] 

ever  entertain  of  my  great  obligations  to  this  country,  will  ' 

certainly  engage  my  moft  earneft  attention  to  the  anxious 

and  momentous  truft  intended  to  be  repoied  in  me  by  parlis-  ' 

ment.  It  will  be  a great  confolation  to  me  to  receive  the  aid 

of  a council,  of  which  I fhall  ftand  fo  much  in  need,  in  the 

difcharge  of  a duty  vvlierein  the  happinefs  of  my  future  life 

55 
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h indeed  deeply  interefted,  but  which  a higher  objeft,  the 
jhappinefs  of  a great,  loyal,  and  affedlionate  people,  renders 
itill  more  important. 

On  the  25th  of  May  1789,  the  parliament  of  Ireland  was 
prorogued  to  the  27th  of  July  following. 

We  (hall  now  return  to  the  parliamentary  proceedings  in 
Ireland,  of  which  we  fhall  here  only  notice,  that  a petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin  and  liberties  thereof 
paying  taxes,  whofe  nanaes  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth,- that  the 
petitioners  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament  preferred  a petiti- 
on to  the  houfe,  ftating  many  grievances  under  which  they 
laboured  in  confequence  of  the  inflitution  of  the  police  eftab- 
lifliment  of  this  city  by  the  a£t  of  the  twenty-lixth  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty ; that  an  Tidi  was  palTed  in  the  laft  feflion, 
entitled  an  adt  for  rendering  more  effectual  faid  a(ft,  by  which 
the  taxes  originally  impofed  on  the  petitioners  have  been 
conftderably  augmented  ; that  the  petitioners,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  are  loaded  with  fuch  weight  of  taxes,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  that  they  have  found,  from  continued  ex- 

Iperience,  that  the  fecurity  of  the  perfons,  habitations  and 
properties  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  rendered  more  precari- 
ous and  uncertain  ftnee  the  eftablifhment  of  faid  police  than 
before ; that  the  crimes  and  immoralities  to  which  this  city 
was  before  fubjedf,  are  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed,  and 
therefore  the  petitioners  are  convinced  that  fuch  eftabliih- 
j nient  has  by  no  means  anfwered  the  good  intention  of  the 
j legiflature,  but  on  the  contrary  has  been  injurious  to  the 
I civil  rights  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and 
I to  the  magiftracy  thereof ; that  from  the  feveral  circumftan- 
I ces  and  fa£ts  before  ftated,  the  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  that  no  guard  whatever,  independent  of  and  not 
under  the  controul  of  the  paniliioners  of  the  refpe^five  pa- 
rifhes,  can  poilibly  afford  fufHcient  or  fatisfa^^ory  fecurity  to 
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the  perfons  and  properties  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin  ; that  an 
of  parliament  was  palTed  in  the  feventeenth  and  eigh- 
teenth years  of  his  prefent  majefty,  entitled  an  aft  for  im- 
proving the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  petitioners  are  humbly 
of  opinion  that  a law  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  faid 
aft,  as  to  a wardmote,  would  afford  a conftitutional  guard 
for  this  city,  effeftual  for  the  proteftion  of  the  inhabitants, 
at  iefs  than  half  the  expence  of  the  prefent  police  eftabiifli- 
ment  j and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  afts  of  the  twenty- 
fixth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty  of  the  laft  feftion  may  be 
repealed,  and  that  an  may  be  pafted  for  eftablifliing  a 
nightly  guard  or  watch  in  this  city,  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  faid  aflof  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  his 
prefent  majefty. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Earl  of  Wejlmoreland  Lord  Lieittenant — Sejfrons  open’d  in 
January,  1790 — M.r.  Grattan’s  Jpeech  on  the  addrefs  to  his 
Majejiy. — proceedings  refpelting  public  expenccs.~and  on  fiats 
in  aBions  cf  Jlander. — place-hill  and  penfton-bill  rejeBedi--^ 
Speakers  fpeech  on  prefenting  the  rnoney-bills. — prorogation's—^ 
dijfolution  of  parliament,  s—new  EleBion,, 


marquis  of  Buckingham,  having  previoufly  ap« 
pointed  Lord’s  juftices,  retired  to  England,  after  the  clofe  of 
the  lafi:  feflion — and  was  fucceeded  in  the  Vice-regency  of 
this  kingdom  by  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  ; who  opened 

the  feffion  on  the  21  of  January  1790.- The  Speech 

contained  nothing  remarkable, — but  on  the  ufual  addrefs  to 
his  majefty  being  propofed,  Mr.  Grattan  arofe,  and  faid, 
tho’  he  did  not  intend  to  give  any  oppolition  to  the  addrefs, 
yet  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  make  fome  obfervations 
upon  the  tranfadions  which  had  taken  place  during  the  inter- 
val of  time  which  had  elapfed  from  the  clofe  of  the  lad  to  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  feffion  ; and  though  he  could  freely 
declare  that  he  had  not  the  fmallefi:  perfonal  diflike  to  the 
minifters  who  had  governed  during  that  period,  yet  it  was 
impofTible  for  him  to  avoid  reprobating  their  nieafures ; 
it  wasimpoflible  for  him  to  avoid  declaring  that  the  condu<St 
of  thofe  minifters  was  little  lefs  than  a daring  outrage  on 
the  liberties  and  the  morals  of  the  people,  for  at  no  period 
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fo  many  in  Trances  of  corruption  and  coercion  had  occurred » 
He  therefore  chofe  the  earlieft  part  of  the  leflion  to  mark  his 
difapprobatibn  of  them.  In  the  laft  five  years,  you  have  ad- 
ded, fald  he,  at  the  rate  of  200,oool.  per  annum,  annual 
increafe  to  your  national  expenfes ; a fum  more  than  the 
whole  intereft  of  the  nation’s  debt,  and  equal  to  one-fifth  of 
her  annual  expence. 

You  are  afionlfhed  ! — you  have  reafon — it  is  near  one-fifth 
of  your  net  revenue,  and  more  than  the  whole  intereft  of  the 
national  debt : part  of  this  increafe  can  be  juftified — the  ex- 
pence of  annual  fefiions,  the  return  of  the  army,  the  charge 
of  the  poft-ofiice,  and  Tome  other  articles;  but,  after  every 
fair  deduction,  and  every  candid  allowance,  from  fuch  an 
increafe,  in  fo  £hort  a period,  this  propofition  is  eftablifhed 
— that  you  have  been  ill  governed  ! — Part  of  this  increafe  is 
owing  to  the  civil  lift,  and  the  moft  exceptionable  part  of 
the  civil  lift,  the  penfion  lift.  Scarce  had  the  new  taxes, 
on  the  credit  of  the  expelled  commerce,  been  granted,  when 
the  commerce  was  perverted,  and  the  taxes  mifapplied, 
granted  on  an  engagement  to  equalize.  Where  is  your 
cqualizatiori  ? Like  that  commerce,  Vaniflied.  Our  eyes 
about  that  time  beheld  with  aftonifhment,  in  return  for  new” 
taxes,  a new  penfion  lift,  which  we  were  not  able  to  pay, 
nor  the  minifter  able  to  juftify  ; but  we  have  fince  beheld 
wdth  much  more  aflonifiiment,  a viceroy  complain  of  that 
extravagance,  and  then  augment  it.  Wc  propofed  to  ftrike 
ofF  the  obnoxious  penfions;  we  wererefifted  by  that  viceroy; 
we  propofed  to  limit  and  curtail  that  penfion  lift,  we  were 
refifted  by  that  viceroy  ; but  the^fecretary,  w^ho  had  con-  J 
trlbuted  to  its  increafe,  became  the  objeeft  of  his  rew'’ar(j. 
With  every  reipcFf  to  the  memory  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,, 
and  vntheut  the  fmallcft  perfonal  difrerpecl  to  Mr.  Orde>, 
let  me  fay  fomething  in  favour  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, when  he  refifted  — though  I can  fay  nothing  for  him 
when  he  acceded  to  that  penfion, 
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I rpeak  of  the  principal,  not  of  Mr.  Orde  j a lord  lien-- 
tenant’s  fecretary  has  no  official  pretenfion  to  an  Irifli  pro- 
vifion  *,  chofen  without  public  confidence,  often  continued 
without  public  advantage,  he  may  retire  without  public 
gratitude. 

In  England  they  do  not  tifually  pienfion  their  fecretarles  5 
— the  late  lord  Chatham  was  penfionedi  but  penfioned  for 
a fpecial  fervice,  for  conquering  France  5 and  if  Ireland 
were  the  natural  enemy  of  England,  fome  of  her  fecretaries 
would  have  like  preteitfions.  This  pen  (ion  was  the  more 
improper5  bccaufe  you  had  raifed  the  falary  of  the  fecretary 
to  prevent  it.  In  1783,  you  raifed  the  falary  of  the  fecreta- 
ry and  the  vtceroy.  Lord  Buckingham  was  a party  to  that 
augmentation — Lord  Northington,  who  profefled  nothing, 
refufedj  Lord  Buckingham,  who  was  nothing  but  profeffion^ 
acceded  to  it.  In  his  difpatch,  which  I have  feen^  he  ex- 
prefTes  his  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  the  refufal,  and  his  approba- 
tion of  the  increafe  and  his  pretence  was  the  magnificence  of 
the  office.  He  has  lived  to  refute  the  rcafon  by  his  private 
Oeconomy,  to  prove  that  the  increafe  of  the  viceroy’s  falary 
was  ufeiefs — as  by  his  public  prodigality  he  has  rendered  the 
increafe  of  the  fecretary ’s  falary  fruitlefs.  This  penfion  was 
aggravated  by  another  grant  to  another  abfentee  fecretary, 
the  brother  of  the  late  viceroy. — Sir,  the  fon  of  die  author 
of  the  American  ftamp  a6l,  and  the  colonial  dodlrine  of  taxa- 
tion, without  reprefen  tat  ion — the  brother  of  that  man  who 
queftioned  the  privileges,  and  who  has  fince  attempted  to 
deftroy  the  integrity  of  your  parliament — himfelf  the  advo- 
cate for  the  propofitions,  has  no  right  to  the  befi:  reverfion 
in  your  country,  unconnected  with  this  kingdom  by  red- 
dence,  and  now  only  connected  by  the  crimes  of  his  family, 

I and  the  ftigiria  ybu  have  juftly  inipofed  upon  them. 

Sir,  this  reverfion  was  the  more  improper,  becaufe  you  had 
! juft  paid  immoderate  compenfation  to  buy  home  abfentee 
employments  *,  but  it  feems  that  a viceroy  has  over  this 

country 
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tountry  certain  predatory  rights,  and  having  done  muck 
public  mifchiefi  is  entitled  to  gratify  his  corrupt  aflbciates. 

I have  flated  that  the  civil  lift  had  greatly  increafed 
(within  five  years  above  305000-)  but  that  is  not  the  only 
increafe  ; the  military  lift  has  increafed  much  more,  ftnce 
1784,  100,0001.  per  annum.  I know  part  of  this  charge  is 
^:ransfer,  but  I know  a great  part  is  not ; the  late  viceroy 
increafed  your  number  of  men  in  place,  when  you  did  not 
want  men,  and  when  you  did  want  money.  The  ftatement 
iubmitted  by  the  late  viceroy  was  fallacious ; it  fet  forth  tha.t 
you  only  Increafed  your  military  expences  2000I.  per  annum 
—that  is  not  the  facft  : it  fet  a temporary  reduced  expence 
againft  a perpetual  expence  incurred.  The  expence  was  not 
avowed,  nor  the  objedl  5 the  eiFtdl:  has  been,  more  men  for 
the  plantations,  without  difcufling  or  queftioriing  the  pro- 
priety of  fuch  an  objedl.  I muft  obferve,  that  fo  great  an 
addition  in  peace  to  the  military  expences  of  the  country, 
makes  every  unnecefiary  addition  to  her  civil  expences  doub- 
ly criminal  and  proftigate. 

I 

The  civil  and  military  charges  are  not  the  only  ones  which 
iMive  increafed,  the  cGUe<ftion  of  the  revenue  has  in  the 
courfe  of  five  years  increafed,  including  the  poft-ofiice, 
above  ioo,oool. — part  of  this  increafe  took  place  under  the 
late  viceroy,  who,  with  refpedt  to  thofe  charges,  may  be 
faid  to  have  found  them  extravagant,  to  have  declared  them 
to  be  extravagant,  and  to  have  refifted  their  retrenchment 
—more,  he  has  increafed  all  thefe  charges,  he  has  added  to 
this  extravagance — he  has  been  a(ftively  mifchievous — he  is 
guilty  of  economy  omitted,  economy  refifted,  of  prodigality 
added,  and  of  prodigality  for  corrupt  purpofes. 

In  ftating  the  expences  of  government,  I muft  not  omit 
the  Police,  and  charge  it  to  the  late  viceroy,  as  well  as  to 
the  adminiftration . who  devifed  it,  becaufe  perfe<ftly  ap- 
prifed  of  all  its  corruptions,  he  continued  it ; it  feems  the 
prodigality  of  the  court,  had  reached  the  docility  of  the  city; 

an 
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jn  unconftltutional  adminiftration  wiflied  to  continue  an  un^ 
conftitutional  prote£lion,  an  Influenced  corporation,  and  a 
place  army ; they  knew,  that  in  order  to  trample  on  a coun- 
try, it  was  not  fufiicient  to  corrupt  the  fenate,  it  was  ne- 
ceiTary  to  pollute  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  5 with  uncon- 
flitutional  deCgns  agaipft  both,  they  continued  an  eftabllfli- 
ment  which  Ihould  extend  beyond  thefe  walls  the  evil  of 
their  operation.  They  faw  the  extravagance  5 but  then, 
they  faw  that  mlnlfiers,  like  themfelves,  muft  govern  by 
fuch  arts,  and  if  the  conduftors  of  the  Police  could  be  fufi* 
pc6fed  to  have  had  a deflgn  upon  their  fund,  this  miniflry 
had  a worfe  defign  on  the  corporation  j they  therefore  re- 
jected a refolution  declaratory  of  the  police’s  extravagancci 
and  reje£led  the  report  of  the  police  committee,  under  a 
conviction  of  its  veracity  j the  report  convicts  the  fcheme  of 
procJigality,  and  the  rejection  of  that  report,  proves  the 
government  to  be  an  accomplice, 

\ 

The  fubfequent  reductions  in  the  police,  In  confequence 
of  that  report,  are  a peace  offering  to  reconcile  the  public  to 
the  minifter’s  object  in  the  police,  an  unconftitutional  and 
corrupt  influence  in  the  corporation,  of  the  city,  and  a place 
3xmy  to  encourage  his  accomplices. 

I have  ffated  the  expences  of  government  tojiave  Increaf- 
ed  near  200,000!.  flnee  1784,  excluffve  of  the  bounty,  but 
the  encreale  of  expence  is  the  leafl,  objection — your  race  of 
bankruptcy  is  much  lefs  dangerous  than  your  race  of  cor- 
ruption. 

I,  will  begin,  with  the  encreafe  of  patronage  in  the  ord- 
ni^nce,  the  region  of  the  late  viceroy’s  reformation.  The 
charges  now  are  600I.  a year— the  lieutenant  general  8coi. 
a year,  with  a houfe  for  the  furveyor — the  ftorekeeper  400I 
clerk  of  the  ordnance  400I. — clerk  of  the  deliveries  400I.— 
Thefe  offices  he  found,  furveyor  450I. — ftorekeeper  200I.— 
clerk  of  the  ordnance  300I. — clerk  of  the  deliveries  200I. — ■ 

But 
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But  by  the  king’s  letter,  they  were  on  the  death  or  removal 
of  the  officer  to  be  reduced,  and  in  the  inftance  of  Lord 
Drogheda,  that  redu6lion  had  taken  pl'4ce — lieutenant  gene- 
ral to  300I. — furveyor  300!. — clerk  to  the  ordnance  150I. 
— ftorekeeper  150I  The  late  viceroy  is  then  chargeablq^ 
not  only  for  the  prodigality  he  added,  but  for  the  economy 
he  prevented.  He  is  then  chargeable  1 500I.  per  annum 
added  to  the  expence,  belide  a penfion  of  60 ol.  to  General 
Hale. 

We  (hall  hear  of  a faving,  but  that  faving,  fuppofing  it 
annual  and  certain,  does  not  arife  from  the  regulation  of 
new  expence,  and  therefore  can  be  no  j unification  thereof, 
on  the  contrary,  is  rendered  more  precarious  thereby  ; the 
places  are  now  all  co-ordinate  parliamentary  places,  a cir- 
cumftance  not  a little  likely  to  deftroy  official  fubordination, 
and  banifh  official  confideration ; the  officers  of  the  ord- 
aiance  will  be  made,  and  one  already  has  been  mad,e,  vidlims 
of  their  votes,  pot  of  their  negligence  ; the  increafe  of  ex- 
pence  therefore  is  |he  leafr  obje^ion,  the  capital  objedtion 
.s,  the  increafe  of  influence — fo  many  le^er  places  brought 
into  parliamentary  a£lion,  and  .adding  a very  coniiderable 
influence  to  the  minifter,  at  a very  comiderable  expence  to 
the  nation  ; on  that  moft  prodigal  and  profligate  principle, 
which  does  not  wait  for  vacancy,  nor  appoint  men  to  offices, 
but  makes  the  offices  for  the  men,  and  raifes  the  falary  aC’* 
cording  to  their  parliamentary  preteniions. 

I do  not  inquire  whether  the  late  Mr.  Wsr'd  had  any  right 
to  complain  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  but  this  coun- 
try had  a right  to  complain  of  both  the  officers  who  made 
charges  which  were  falfe,  and  the  viceroy  who  made  the 
rnifepndudi  of  the  officer  a pretence  for  making  charges 
which  were  unneceflary.  Thus  ftands  the  public  account 
agahift  the  two  defaulters,  Ward  and  Buckingham;  fo  much 
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lofl  by  the  peculation  of  the  officer,  fo  much  by  the  jobbing 
of  the  viceroy  ; the  public  has  been  injured  by  both  the  op- 
preffor  and  the  opprefled. 

Siir,  the  cat^ftrophe  of  that  unhappy  man,  if  it  did  not, 
excite  pity  for  his  fate,  fhould  have  excited  a horror  of  hi^ 
offences  ; it  is,  therefore,  in  the  ordnance  I lead  expected 
that  the  late  rninifter  would  have  indulged  any  of  his  pec- 
pnt  tendencies ; it  is  here  we  fhould  look  for,  but  do  not 
find,  the  difpaffionate  judge;  it  is  here  we  fhould  not  look  for, 
and  do  find,  the  greedy  executioner,  catching  at  the  rage  of 
the  criminal,  and  making  vidlims,  where  a juft  man  wo\ild 
have  only  made  an  example* 

To  thefe  offices,  now  made  parliamen  tary,  we  are  to  add 
another  parliamentary  office,  in  the  revival  of  the  fecond 
counfel  to  the  commiffioners ; that  place  was  a wretched 
remnant  of  a wretched  meafure,  adopted  againft  the  fenle 
of  this  houfe,  for  no  other  objeeft  but  undue  influence  ; the 
divifions  of  the  boards  of  cuftoms  and  excife,  on  account  of 
impraclicability,  odium,  and  your  interference,  was  aban- 
doned ; the  office  of  fecond  counfel  was  fuffered  to  linger 
after  it,  a corrupt  branch  of  that  corrupt  meafure,  the  pof- 
feffor  dying  in  1778,  the  then  lord  lieutenant  difeontinued 
the  office  for  a public  reafon,  the  late  lord  lieutenant  reviv- 
ed it,  for  a private  one. 

To  this  new  office  we  are  loaded  with  two  new  com- 
miffioners. It  fhould  feem  that  the  great  reformer  of  this 
country  difeovered  our  grievances  to  exift  in  a want  of  a 
fufficient  number  of  gentlemen  fitting  and  voting  in  parlia- 
ment. The  laws  of  England  exclude  the  commiffioners 
from  fitting  in  parliament.  The  government  of  Ireland 
makes  men  commiffioners  becaufe  they  have  feats  in  parlia- 
ment. The  laws  of  England  are  wife  ; fo  long  as  you  fuffer 
the  coEedlion  of  the  revenue  to  be  an  objedt  of  court  patro- 
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nage,  fo  long  will  it  ever  be  a fink  of  jobbing,  and  a fource  ^ 

of  extravagance  j and  fo  long  as  thofe  employed  in  colleifling  J 

the  revenue  can  fpare  time  to  attend  in  this  hoiife,  and  even  ^ 

to  approach  the  cabinet,  fo  long  will  the  minifter  be  deili-  | 

tute  of  the  pretence  of  additional  trouble  to  augment  either  V 
their  number  or  their  falary.  You  pay  1200I.  a year  com-  V 

penfation  for  fupprefling  thedivifion  of  the  boards  ; you  pay  | 

2000I.  for  reviving  it,  and  you  pay  2000I.  a year  to  a chief  | 

comraiflioner  for  rendering  the  old  eflablifhment  of  feven  2 

lefs  neceffary  or  efiicient.  I 

I have  only  alluded  to  the  influence  and  e^ipence  of  this  ‘ J 
meafure  ; but;  there  is  an  argument  againfl:  it  greatly  aggra-  fl 

rating  both  : the  fenfe  of  this  houfe  repeatedly  (kclared  on  ! 

the  fubjeck ; there  is  no  lefs  than  three  refolutions  declaring 
that  feven  commiffloners  are  fuflicient.  The  firfl  refolution 
declared  that  feven  commiflioners  had  been  found  fuflicient, 
and  was  laid  before  his  excellency  the  then  lord  lieutenant. 

The  fecond  refolution  declared  that  this  houfe  would  refufe 
its  aflent  to  any  alteration  in  the  reyenue  laws  which  fhould  * 

tend  to  give  effefi:  to  the  meafure  of  dividing  the  boards  of  , 

excife  from  that  of  cuftoms,  and  of  multiplying  the  number  j 

of  commiflioners,  which  had  been  adopted  agajnfl  the  fenfe  ^ 

of  the  houfe.  The  third  refolution  declares  that  whoever  1 

advifed  the  increafe  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  revenue  be-  !, 

. yond  feven,  advifed  a meafure  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  this  ? 

houfe : the  boards  were  afterwards  united ; the  additional 
commiflioners  ftruck  off;  600I.  a year  com  penfation  given; 
and  this  re-union  was  ftiled  by  the  minifter  as  a meafure  ac-  1 
ceding  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  and  was  accompanied  , "9 
. with  an  applicatipn  for  new  taxes,  which  were  granted  ac-  ;! 
cGrdingly,  j 

From  a meafure  which  does  not  even  profefs  utility,  I 
come  to  another  which  hangs  out  the  flag  of  idlenefs  ; you 
judge,  I mean  the  appolniing  two  commiflioners  to  the  rolls;  n 

when 
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when  that  office  became  vacant,  the  firft  idea  that  fliould 
have  recurred  to  a real  reformer  was,  to  make  it  a public 
life,  or  its  fuppreffion  a public  faving,  and  the  worft  idea 
that  could  have  occurred  was,  to  continue  it  a finecure,  and 
multiply  the  number  of  the  officers  *,  no,  it  was  not  the 
worft,  there  was  a grofter  idea  yet  behind,  to  increafe  the 
number  of  the  officers  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  the 
relatives  of  the  minifter  who  made  the  increafe.  Have  the 
crown  lawyers  been  confulted  on  this  buftnefs  ? Qnc 
of  the  noble  commiffioners  was  pleafed  to  lament  the  ex- 
pence to  which  this  country  had  been  put  in  a grant  to  raea 
and  a penilon  to  the  family  of  Mr,  Burgh;  the  fir  ft  1 do  not 
think  is  necefiary  to  defend  j as  to  the  fecond,  I own  I did 
not  expert  to  find  at  the  tomb  of  that  illuftrious  man  an  oc- 
calional  refident,  weeping,  not  over  the  death  of  the  father, 
but  the  provifion  for  the  children.  Could  I,  who  had  feen 
the  money  of  Ireland  fquandered  to  the  friends,  the  follow- 
ers, the  parafites  of  various  viceroys,  hefitate  to  fnatch  from 
the  hand  of  rapine  one  portion,  and  confecrate  it  to  the 
family  of  Burgh : the  noble  lord  who  repines,  will  now 
have  ample  caufe  for  concern,  if  he  choofes  to  lament  ; 
and  if  he  choofes  to  defend  the  various  jobs  of  his  noble 
relation,  he  will  find  none  lefs  eafy  to  be  defended  than  that 
by  which  he  hlmfelf  has  been  appointed. 

On  the  fame  principle  of  encreafing  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  has  the  late  lord  lieutenant  divided  the  boards  of 
ftamps  and  accounts ; after  encreafing  the  charges  of  the 
eftablifliments  by  a variety  of  jebs  j he  appropriates  a hoard 
for  the  purpofe  of  fuperintending  the  public  expence,  and 
makes  that  appointment  a violation  of  its  own  principle, 
and  one  of  the  great  jobs  of  his  governn^ent.  The  board  of 
sccounts,  when  firft  eftablifhed,  was  by  many  thought  ufe- 
lefs  ; to  give  it  the  colour  of  utility,  and  to  reconcile  us  both 
to  it  and  to  the  ftamp-a^,  the  xninifter  declared  in  parlia- 

' ment 
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mept  that  he  would  annex  the  colleflion  of  the  ftamps  to 
the  board  of  accounts,  and  his  declaration  was  followed  by 
the  tax,  and  then  carried  into  execution.  Some  time  after, 
an  annual  report  being,  under  a£l  of  parliament,  made  and 
prefented  to  this  houfe  by  the  commiffioners  of  accounts,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  advance  their  falary  for  the  joint  and 
additional  labour.  Thcfe  boards  are  now  divided;  five 
officers  of  ftamps,  one  with  8ool.  the  reft  with  500I.  fo  that 
you  collecft  the  ftamps  at  above  18  per  cent,  and  five  ccm- 
miffioners  of  accounts,  who  retain  8 col.  the  joint  confide- 
ration  for  the  divided  labour. 

With  every  refpe<ft  to  the  commiffioners,  however,  dif- 
pofed  to  oeconomy,  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  be  of 
any  great  advantage ; they  may  examine  vouchers,  they 
may  controui  tradefmen  ; but  the  great  political  jobber,  the 
minifter,  they  cannot  touch  him;  they  miift  follow  the. 
profeffion  of  the  minifter,  they  cannot  check  it : if  you  are 
in  earneft  on  the  fubjecl  of  csconomy,  appoint  commiffion- 
ers, who  are  not  to  be  members  of  parliament ; and  let  t his 
Houfe  itfelf  become  a committee  of  reduction  ; and  its  firft 
report  (hall  be  againft  Lord  Buckingham^  and  particularly 
the  divifion  of  ftamps  from  accounts, 

I have  mentioned  Tome  of  the  new  charges  of  the  late 
minifter,  exceptionable  from  the  growth  of  expence ; more 
exceptionable  from  the  growth  of  patronage.  In  the  laft 
feffion  we  called  for  a return  of  all  offices  created  fince  1769, 
and  now  in  the  poffieffion  of  members  of  parliament  ; from 
that  return,  and  from  the  perufal  of  your  eftablifhments, 
you  will  find  that  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-one  years,  the  in- 
creafe  of  fuch  new  offices  now  pofteffied  by  members,  has 
been  not  lefs,  if  not  more,  than  the  number  of  all  your 
coumies.  Thus,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-one  years,  you 

have 
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have  introduced  an'  innovation,  which  muft  produce  a very 
confiderable  change  in  the  balance  of  the  conftitution  ; they 
have  introduced,  lilently  and  infenfibly,  a parliamentary  re- 
form ; but  a reform  on  very  different  principles  from  thofe 
of  the  public ; a parliamentary  reform  increafing  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  reprefentatives  of  the  minifter,  and 
diminifhing  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

The  meafures  I complain  of  are  not  only  a dangerous  in- 
creafe  of  minifterial  influence ; they  are  an  open  breach  of 
public  faith.  The  penfion  to  a late  fecretary,  was  a breach 
of  an  engagement,  underflood  at  the  time  when  the  falary 
of  the  fecretary  was  increafcd  : the  grant  of  the  reverfion  to 
another  abfentee  fecretary  is  a breach  of  another  engage- 
ment, underflood  at  a time,  when  great  compenfations  were 
made  to  buy  home  abfentee  employments — the  increafe  of 
the  fabrics  of  the  ordnance,  in  breach  of  the  king’s  letter 
of  1765,  enjoining  a diminution  of  the  falary,  the  diviflon 
of  the  ftamps  and  accounts,  is  a breach  of  a public  promife 
made  in  this  houfe,  when  the  ftamp-adf  was  propounded, 
and  the  diviflon  of  the  boards  of  cufloms  and  excife,  and 
the  multiplitation  of  the  commiflioners,  is  a breach  of  ano- 
ther folemn  engagement  made  in  this  houfe,  as  a peace-offer- 
ing, when  various  new  taxes  were  propofed  and  aflented  to. 
Thus,  the  late  miuifter  has  not  only  broken  his  own  engage- 
ments of  economy,  but  the  folemn  promifes  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  and  has  expofed  the  government  to  the  charge  of 
keeping  eveay  corrupt  compadl  with  the  individual,  and 
breaking  their  honourable  engagements  with  the  public. 

Sir,  the  evils  which  have  taken  place,  lead  me  to  con- 
fider  the  reliflance  to  the,  bills  that  would  have  prevented 
them — a penfion-bill,  a place-bill ; the  former  was  refifted 
the  laft  feflion,  becaufe,  as  they  on  the  part  of  government 
faidj  it  was  unneceffary  5 at  that  time  they  made  it  indifpenfa- 

ble. 
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ble,  held  it  up  in  trafiic,  had  it  at  market,  a refort  againft 
popular  and  conftitutional  meafures,  the  prince,  the  nobles, 
and  the  people.  It  was  rcfifted  on  another  pretence,  becaufe 
it  legalized  fo  great  a fum  as  8o,Oool.  at  the  ver^  time  the 
minifter  objc£led  to  a peniion-blll,  becaufe  it  legalized  So, 
pool,  they  made  the  peufion-lift  above  ioo,oooh— it  v/as  re- 
fifted  on  another  pretence,  becaufe  it  gave  a latitude  for  the 
Royal  Family,  and  at  that  time  they  granted  a penfion  of 
4000I.  to  the  Duke  of  Qloucefter, 

They  refifted  a place-bill  under  fimilar  circumllances  ; at 
the  time  of  their  reliftance,  they  were  dividing  boards, 
fplitting  linecures,  and  multiplying  offices  ; at  one  and  the. 
fame  time  refitting  the  bill  by  their  influence,  and  making  it 
necelTary  by  their  tranfgreffions.  It  was  not  an  error  iq, 
judgment,  nor  a knotty  doubt  on  a puzzled  point  of  fpecu- 
lation : no,  it  was  a perfeftt  convi(ttion  on  the  part  of  the 
minifters,  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a meafure,  and  a decided  de- 
termination to  commit  the  corruptions  thofe  bills  would 
guard  againft ; they  were  refitted  by  his  majefty’s  minitt^r, 
with  malice  propenfe  againft  the  community.  My  friend, 
who  failed,  urged  thefe  bills  with  the  arguments  of  a provi- 
dent fenator,  but  the  minifter  is  a thunderbolt  in  their  fa- 
vour ; he  is  that  public  malefa<ttor,  who  calls  out  for  penal 
laws,  by  the  authority  of  the  crimes  in  which  he  participates; 

the  evils  againft  which  you  hefitate  to  provide,  I am 
committing.  I am  creating  places  and  multiplying  penfions; 
and  I am  fo  doing,  for  the  reafons  you  doubt,  corruption.*^ 
Thefe  are  not  his  words  ; no,  but  they  are  the  words  of  hi*, 
offences. 

Perhaps  theffi  offences  may  admonifti  you  to  your  fafqty, 
perhaps  the  conduft  of  the  late  viceroy  was  a crifis  in  the 
public  diforder  to  mature  the  public  remedy  ; as  the  fpecific 

owes 
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owes  its  dlfcovery  to  the  difeafe;  perhaps  a code  of  wliole- 
fome  law  may  owe  its  birth  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; 
perhaps  fome  patriot  government,  on  the  ruins  of  his  infane 
regulations  in  the  re-afeending  fcale  of  liberty,  may  afTent  to 
conftitutional  meafures  *,  a place  bill,  a penfion  bill,  and 
others,  and  fo  give  relief  to  an  injured  community.  Had  it 
been  one  place,  fome  folitary  reafon  might  be  advanced, 
fome  folitary  friend  might  put  forward  fome  folitary  pretence, 
but  here  is  a hoft  of  them  ; crime  throws  light  on  crime, 
and  they  give  teftimony  againft  one  another  : they  amount 
to  a project  of  corrupt  government,  apparent  on  the  face  of 
tlie  meafures,  they  betray  *,  betray,  do  I fay  ! Why,  the 
crime  is  not  concealed,  never  was  a proceeding  more  public  ; 
the  evil  was  real,  and  in  every  corner  of  the  capital  you 
difeovered  fufpicious  groupes  of  political  figures,  tampering 
with  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people : in  the  mean  time, 
public  bufine’fs  flopped  ; no  education  bill,  no  barren  land 
bill ; there  was  on  the  part  of  the  minitler,  a prohibition  of 
public  bufinefs,  and  a fale  of  public  meafures ; this  fyfleni 
of  corruption  has  been  aided  by  a fyftem  of  coercion,  and 
men  have  been  difmified  ? Why  were  they  difmifled  ? not 
for  queftioning  the  privileges  of  parliament,  like  the  late 
viceroy  5 not  for  a£ling  in  defiance  of  its  refolution,  like 
the  late  viceroy  ; not  for  filling  the  populace  with  empty 
hopes,  like  that  viceroy  ; not  for  feeding  their  friends  on 
pretended  public  reformations,  like  that  viceroy. 

But  there  are  fome  penal  meafures  ; why  defy  explanati- 
on ? Why  deprive  the  penfioner  who  got  his  penfion  with 
the  approbation  of  government,  as  compenfation  for  office 
extinguifhed  ; Is  compenfation  to  be  confidered  as  a bribe 
for  a vote  ? Why  deprive  the  penfioner  who  got  his  penfion 
to  fupport  hereditary  honours  ? is  the  prop  of  honour  to  be 
confidered  a bribe  ? why  deprive  the  penfioner  who  got  his 
penfion  on  the  addrefs  of  one  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  is 

that 


215  Collectanea  #oiittca. 

that  to  be  conhdered  as  a bribe  ? Are  the  nobility  of  this 
country  to  be  fubjefl:  to  a letter  mlflive,  or  a meflage  from  a 
clerk  or  runner,  defirlng  that  they  will  attend  in  their  place, 
and  vote  to  blemifh  their  blood,  arid  fave  their  penfionl 
Such  has  been  the  condu^l  of  your  reformer.  This  was  the 
man  ; you  remember  his  entry  into  the  capital,  trampling 
on  the  hearfe  of  the  Duke  of  Jutland,  and  feated  in  a tri- 
umphal car,  drawn  by  public  credulity  *,  on  one  fide  fallaci- 
ous hope,  and  on  tlie  other  many  rhoiithed  profeflion  ; a 
figure  with  two  faces,  one  turned  to  the  treafury,  and  the 
other  prefented  to  the  people ; and  with  a double  tongue, 
fpeaking  contradi£iory  languages; 

This  minifter  alights;  juftice  looks  up  to  hind  with  empty^ 
hopes,  and  peculation  faints  with  idle  alarms  ; he’  finds  the 
city  a prey  to  an  unconftitutional  police  ; he  coritinues  it ; 
he  finds  the  country  over-burthened  with  a fhameful  penfion 
lift ; he  encreafes  it ; he  finds  the  Hbufe  of  Commons 
fw  arming  with  place-men — he  multiplies  them  ; he  finds  the 
falary  of  the  feefetary  enefeafed  to  prevent  a penfion — he 
grants  a penfion  ; he  finds  the  kingdom  drained  by  abfentee 
employments,  and  by  compenfations  to  buy  them  Home — 
he  gives  the  beft  reverfion  in  the  country  to  an  abfentee,  his 
brother ! He  finds  the  governmentj  at  different  tirhes,  had 
difgraced  itfelf  by  creating  finecures,  to  gratify  corrupt 
affedlion ; he  makes  two  commiffiohers  of  the  foils,  and 
gives  one  of  them  to  another  brother  ; he  finds  the  fecond 
conncil  to  the  commiffioners  put  down  becaufe  ufelefs,  he 
revives  it ; he  finds  the  boards  of  accounts  and  ftanips  annex- 
ed by  public  compact ; he  divides  them ; he  finds  the  boards 
of  cuftom  and  excife  united  by  public  compa£l ; he  divides 
them ; he  finds  three  refolutions,  declaring,  that  feven  com- 
miffioners are  fufficient ; he  makes  nine  ; he  finds  the  coun- 
try has  fuffered  by  fome  peculations  in  the  ordnance  ; he 
encreafes  the  falaries  of  offices,  and  gives  the  places  to 
members ; to  members  of  parliament ! 

What 


Collectanea  l^olftlta  214 

What  will  you  fay  now,  when  the  viceroy  (hakes  bauds 
with  the  populace,  and  enfeoffs  himfelf  to  the  loweft  popu- 
larity. He  fhould  not  proceed  on  the  principles  of  Punic 
faith,  or  of  Parthian  flight,  to  retain  the  affections  of  the 
public  ; on  negative  terms,  it  is  difficult : blit  to  attach 
them  by  injuries,  to  annex  the  delufion  of  the  public  to  his 
perfon,  and  the  plunder  of  the  country  to  Ills  family,  is  a 
monfter  in  the  hiftory  of  ambition. 

What  fhall  we  fay  to  the  public  peculator,  for  he  will 
triumph  and  he  will  calculate,  and  he  will  fet  up  the  inno- 
cence of  little  peculations  againft  the  crimes  of  affeCted,  and 
teizing,  and  little  regulation  ? 

What  fhall  we  fay  to  the  people  ? They  looked  for  relief, 
becaufe  they  were  oppreffed,  and  looked  to  Lord  Bucking- 
ham for  relief,  becaufe  they  were  deceived ; it  is  to  relieve 
them,  1 wifii  to  direClk  the  attention  of  this  feffion. 

Sir,  the  prodigality  of  honours,  places  and  penfions,  by 
the  prefent  minifters  of  the  crown,  was  held  to  be  fo  criminal 
as  to  render  the  ordinary  provifions  In  Great  Britain  infufficl- 
ent,  and  extraordinary,  and  unconftitutlonal  reffridtions,  ad- 
miffible  ; fome  of  thofe  minifters  having  committed  in  Ire- 
land, in  this  particular,  excelles  far  beyond  thofe,  which  falfe- 
hood  prefumed  to  prophefy,  to  difparage  the  fecond  perfon- 
age  in  thefe  dominions. 

What  meafure  fhall  they  find?  Shew  themajuftice  which 
they  refufed  to  the  fon  of  their  prince,  and  only  refort  to 
conftitutional  provifions,  fuch  as  may  abolifti  thefe  grievan- 
ces, and  guard  the  country  againft  the  danger  of  a repetition 
of  them.” 


215  Conectanea  lS>olftjca. 

The  principal  bufinefs  of  this  feffion,  related  to  ptlbllc  ex- 
pence— and  fome  abufes  which  had  arifen  in  the  application 
of  Judges  Fiats  in  actions  of  dander. 

Refpecting  the  fornaer,  Mr.  Forbes  moved,  ‘‘  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  dating,  that 
the  houfe  having  taken  into  confideratlon  the  income  and 
expenditure  of  the  nation,  found  themfelves  obliged  to  lay 
“ before  him  certain  abufes  and  mifapplications  of  a con- 
“ fiderable  portion  of  the  public  revenues.  That  the  lift  of 
« penfions  on  the  2ift  of  January,  1789,  appears  to  have 
“ encreafed  to  thefum  of  ioi>oool.  exclufive  of  the  military 
penfions,  which  amounted  to  6500I.  a fum  nearly  equal 
to  half  the  charges  of  the  civil  eftablifiiment.  That  the 
penfions  placed  on  the  civil  and  military  eftablifhments 
fince  the  24th  of  February  1784,  exclufive  of  thofe  grant- 
ed  in  lieu  or  exchange  of  former  penfions,  amounted  to 
29,800!.  that  the  amount  of  penfions  on  the  civil  eftablifii- 
“ ment  had  encreafed  fince  the  25th  of  March,  1784,  in 
the  fum  of  i,6,oool.  that  many  of  thofe  penfions  had  been 
“ granted  to  members  of  parliament,  during  the  pleafurc  of 
the  crown,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  eonftituti- 
**  on  and  honour  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  That  a number 
of  new  and  additional  falaries,  in  the  nature  of  penfions, 
had  of  late  been  annexed,  not  only  to  old  offices  which 
had  become  obfolete  and  ufelefs,  but  alfo  to  lefler  offices 
moftly  finecure,  or  hitherto  confidered  of  fo  infignificant 
a nature,  as  to  entitle  the  holders  of  fuch  offices  to  very 
“ fmall  falaries.  That  an  addition  of  300I.  a year  had  beea 
“ lately  granted  to  the  falary  of  the  cuftomer  of  Kinfale,  to 
“ commence  from  the  29th  of  September,  1789,  and  a fur- 
^ ther  addition  of  200I.  payable  on  a contingency ; both  for 
the  life  of  the  prefent  polTefTor : an  office  which  for  years 
had  been  confidered  as  ufelefs  and  obfolete,  to  which  not 
“ only  no  duty  whatfoever  was  annexed,  nor  any  attendance 
[[  neceflary.  That  an  addition  of  400I.  a year  had  been  late- 
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ly  granted  to  the  comptroller  of  the  pipe,  though  los, 
had  for  years  been  coniidered  as  an  adequate  compenfation 
for  the  difeharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office.  That  an  ad- 
dition  of  150I.  a year,  had  alfo  been  lately  granted  to  the 
barrack  mafter  of  Dublin.  That  the  perfons  to  whom  thofe 
<<  additional  falaries  had  been  granted,  were  all  members  of 
<<  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  humbly  befeeching  his  Ma- 
**  jefty  to  interpofe  to  rellrain  the  progrefs  of  a fyftem  of  ex- 
pence,  which  would  foon  induce  a nece0ity  of  reforting 
to  new  loans,  and  of  impohng  new  taxes.  ’ This  motion 
on  a divihon  of  the  houfe  was  loft  by  a majority  of  44.  A 
motion  relative  to  the  influence  of  the  crown  was  alfo  loft  by 
a conflderable  majority. 

On  the  20th  of  February^  Mr.  Grattan  moved,  that 
a felefl  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner,  whether  the  late  or  prefent  adminiftration 
had  entered  into  any  corrupt  agreement  with  any  perfon  or 
perfons  to  recommend  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  his  majefty, 
as  fit  and  proper  perfons  to  be  by  him  made  peers  of  this 
realm,  in  confideration  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  giving  cer- 
tain films  of  money  to  be  laid  out  in  procuring  the  return  of 
tnembers  to  ferve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  tfie  rights^of  the 
people,  inconfiftent  with  the  independence  of  parliament, 
and  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land/* 

Mr.  Grattan  pledged  himfelf  to  convieft  government  of 
fhe  meafure,  and  dared  them  to  the  enquiry  in  a ftile  of  the 
inoft  mortifying  and  humiliating  defiance.  Government, 
confeious  of  the  iniquity  of  the  meafure,  avoided  entering 
into  the  enquiry  on  the  ground,  that  common  fame  ought 
not  to  become  the  fubje<ft  of  enquiry,  and  that  the  queftion 
related  to  the  exercife  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  ; and  on 
the  queftion  being  put  on  Mr.  Grattan*s  motion,  it  was  loft 
by  a majority  of  56  in  favour  of  government. 

VoL.  II.  P 
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A praftice  had  of  late  prevailed,*  of  ifTuing  writs  for  large  • 
^ims  of  money  in  actions  of  flander,  where  no  fpecific  inju- 
fy  was  flawed  in  the  affidavit,  on  which  fuch  action  was 
founded.  With  a view  to  reaiedy  this  injury,  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby  in  a committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  pro- 
pofed  a refolution  to  the  following  “ That  it  is  the 

“ opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  ifTuing  of  writs  from 
**  the  courts  of  juflice  in  actions  of  flander  or  defamation, 
where  the  fum  of  damages  could  not  be  fairly  afcertained, 
and  holding  perfons  to  fpecial  bail  in  excefllve  fums, 
is  illegal  and  fubverlive  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjc(d:. 

Although  this  vote  cf  cenfure  v/as  not  carried,  it  was  at- 
tended with  beneficial  confequences,  as  the  ifTuing  of  fiats, 
and  requiring  excefllve  bail  in  a£tioris  of  defamation,  were 
reftrained  by  it  within  conftitutional  bounds.  A place  bill, 
a penfion  bill,  and  one  for  difqualifying  revenue  officers 
from  voting  at  general  elections  were  Teverally  rejected,  and 
a refponfibility  bill  fhared  a fimilar  fate. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the 

5th  of  June  following. ^On  prefenting  the  money 

bills,  the  fpeaker  made  the  following  fpeech. 

May  It  pleaje  your  Excellency^ 

Every  year’s  experience,  Tmce  1785,  has  fliewn  the  wiT- 
dom  of  the  principle  which  the  commons  then  eftablifhed, 
of  prei^enting  the  further  accumulation  of  national  debt. 
Under  the  influence  of  that  principle,  public  credit  has  riTen 
To  high  as  to  admit  of  an  incrcafe  to  the  finking  fund,  by  a 
confiderable  diminution  in  the  interefl:  of  the  public  debt. 
Private  credit  too  has  felt  its  falutary  efledls ; and  the  ad- 
vanced flate  of  both  has  given  vigour  to  induftry,  and  a 
fleady  aid  to  mercantile  exertion. 

. ■ We 
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We  now  fee  our  commerce  extended  to  a degree  unknown 
in  any  former  time,  our  agriculture  increafed  even  beyond 
^ the  moft  fanguine  fpeculation,  and  our  linen  manufacture 
rifen  largely  in  its  value.  Such  is  the  prefent  profperous 
fituation  of  this  country,  and  we  behold  it  with  the  more 
1 fatisfaCtion,  becaufe  it  has  not  arifen  from  temporary  or  acci- 
dental circumftances,  but  has  proceeded  in  a fteady  and  regu- 
lar coprfe,  from  a wife  fyftem  uniformly  adhered  to,  and 
from  a confidence  of  the  nation  in  acontinuance  of  that  fyf- 
tem, from  the  fecurity  given  to  private  property  againft  the 
violence  of  outrage,  and  above  all,  from  that  content  and 
peaceable  fubmifHon  to  the  laws,  without  which  no  kingdom, 
however  blefled  in  conftitution,  clim.^te,  foil,  or  fituation, 
can  be  rich,  powerful,  or  happy. 

Soon  after  the  prorogation  took  place,  the  parliament  was 
IdifTolvcd  by  royal  proclamation,  and  a new  parliament 
I fuminoned  to  meet  on  the  20th  of  May  1790. 
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Jifeeting  of  parliament  20  of  fanuary  -Encouragement 

of  Breuierys Air.  Ponfonby  moves  for  a JelcH  committee 

to  enquu  e into  the  ufe  of  certain  offices. —-'Debate  thereon.— -r 
motion  rejened.-—fecond  motion  on  thefihjeB. — Speech's  of 
Air,  Ponjo'nhy, — Sir  Hercules  Langrifie^  Isle, — motion  re- 
jected.—debates  relative  to  fale  of  Peerages. — motion  for  a 
Committee  of  enquiry  thereon  rejected.— Clofe  of  the  fejjion^ 

■ S^h  May,  1791, 

Parliament  met  again  20vh  January.  1791  • — At 
this  meeting,  a rupture  was  apprehended  between  the 
Courts  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  but  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  his  rpeech  now  conveyed  the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  all 
differences  had  been  amicably  adjufted. 

The  immoderate  ufe  of  ardent  fpirlts  by  the  lower  order 
of  the  people,  induced  the  legiflature  to  turn  its  attention  to 
the  prevention  of  this  abufe,  and  the  encouragement  of 
Breweries  became  a fubje£t  of  enquiry  during  the  prefent 
fefiion. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  moved, 
That  a fele£l  Committee  fliould  be  appointed,  confifling 
of  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  not  holding  any  em- 
ployment, or  enjoying  any  penfion  under  the  Crown,  to 
examine  whether  any,  or  what  advantages  have  arifen  to  this 
'kingdom  from  the  appointment  of  two  additional  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Revenue ; — from  the  leparation  of  the 
board  of  ftamps  and  accounts ; — from  the  granting  500I. 

a year 
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a year  additional  falary  to  the  furveyor  of  the  Ordnance; 
250I.  additional  falary  to  the  principal  Store-keeper  of  the 
Ordnance  ; — 250I.  a year  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Ordnance  ; — 
200I.  a year  additional  falary  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Delivery  of- 
the  Ordnance;  600I.  a year  penfion  to  General  Hale,  in 
lieu  of  his  refigning  his  employment  of  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Ordnance,  "in  order  to  facilitate  the  fucceflion  of  the 
prefent  pofTeiTor ; 400I.  a year  additional  falary  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Pipe ; — 400I.  a year  additional  falary  to  the  Cuftom- 
er  of  Kinfale ; — and  150I.  a year  additional  falary  to  the 
Barrack-mafter  of  Dublin  ; and  that  they  do  report  their 
opinion  thereon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grattan  feconded  the  motion,  which  was  oppofed 

and  rejected  on  a divifion  of  56  againft  117. Upon  the 

determination  of  this  motion  Mr.  Ponfonby  again  addrefs’d 
the  houfe, — I have  (faid  he)  been  always  told,  and  I do 
firmly  believe,  that  there  are  none  fo  blind  as  thofe  who  will 
not  fee ; and  I am  forry  to  perceive  fo  many  blind  men  of 
that  defcription  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe. 

1 have  been  often  told,  and  I did  believe  it  in  general,  that 
there  was  no  man  fo  pofitive  in  his  opinion  as  a bigot  in  re- 
;|  ligion.  But  may  not  a bigot  in  politics,  be  alfo  as  pofitive, 
and  from  the  fame  caufe — that  he  allows  his  faith  to  con- 
troul  his  reafon ; I am  forry  to  perceive  fo  many  political 
bigots  on  the  other  fide. 

The  motion  that  I had  the  honour  to  make  to  you.  Sir, 
being  now  difpofed  of,  I fhall  make  you  another. — ‘‘  That 
“ a Committee  be  appointed,  confifting  of  members  of  this 
“ houfe,  who  do  not  hold  place  or  penfion,  to  enquire  and 

report  their  opinion,  what  advantage  the  public  have  rc^ 
‘‘  ceived  from  the  appointment  of  two  additional  commiflion* 
**  ers  to  the  board  of  revenue.” 
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I make  this  motion,  Sir,  becaufe  I have  heard  wife  men 
in  parliament  fay,  that  you  ought  not  to  complicate  quefti- 
oas,  but  dire^  your  enquiry  to  a tingle  point  *,  as  in  a compli- 
cated queftion,  part  might  be  true,  and  part  might  be  falfe. 

I do  this,  becaufe,  tho’  not  quite  fo  apt  a fcholar  as  I ought 
to  be,  I am  not  quite  infenfible  to  the  precepts  of  wife  men 
in  parliament,  efpecially  at  the  moment  I am  fmarting  under 
the  corredtion  of  the  houfe. 

In  the  debate  on  this  queflion  ; — Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe 
faid,  if  he  had  held  any  doubt  of  one  fundamental  point  of 
the  Chriftian  faith — to  wit,  the  Refurredtion  of  the  Spirits — 
the  prefent  queftion  would  certainly  convince  him^  He 
thought  the  fubjedi  had  been  dead  and  buried  long  fince ; 
but  fince  its  fpirit  has  now  rifen,  he  would  beg  leave  to  fpeak 
to  it*  He  confidered  the  prefent  motion  as  part  and  parcel 
of  the  fiibjedl,  which  had  been  fo  fully  and  repeatedly  can- 
vafied  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  parliament  ; and  the  beft 
mode  of  putting  the  houfe  in  pofiefiion  of  every  argument  on 
the  fubjedf,  would  be  to  move,  that  the  Freeman’s  Journal 
and  Evening  poll  of  the  laft  winter  be  laid  upon  the  table  for 
perufal  of  the  members.  He  defended  the  encreafe  of  public 
officers,  and  was  certain  the  reports  of  the  laft  year,  which 
were  laid  on  the  table,  would  fully  juftify  his  afiertion.  The 
revenue  had  encreafed  in  the  laft  year  38,000!*  and  the  ex- 
pence of  colleifting  had  decreafed  1 2,000! . He  therefore 
thought  that  a net  gain  of  50,000!.  was  no  mark  of  impru- 
dence in  management.  Fie  admitted,  that  certainly  the  in- 
fluence of  offices  had  fonaetimes  weight  with  men’s  votes  in 
parliament ; yet  he  denied  that  in  any  vote  effiential  to  the 
conflitutional  intereft  of  this  country,  the  parliament  had 
ever  deferred  her.  Gentlemen  complained  of  the  great  ex- 
penfes  of  government,  and  all  was  charged  to  the  creation  of 
unneceiTary  offices  ; there  were  other  new  offices  created,  of 
which  gentlemen  had  taken  no  notice — they  were  offices  of 
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Lime  and  Stone.  The  new  offices  of  that  houfe,  in  thofe 
enormous  new  wings,  on  which  fo  much  of  the  public  money 
had  taken  flight,  had  very  confiderably  fwelled  the  public 
expenfe  j but  he  hoped  this  was  not  to  be  charged  to  the  ex- 
travagance of  adminiftration.  It  might  be  neceflary  to  ercSt 
clottd  capt  towers,  gorgeous  palaces,  and  even  folemn  temples, 
but  he  was  fure  it  was  neither  prefumptuous,  nor  pious,  nor 
jufl:  to  charge  adminiftration  with  excefs  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Forbes  faid,  the  argument  offered  on  the  other  fide 
is,  that  thefe  offices  fhould  not  be  aboliflied,  becaufe  they 
have  not  done  the  mifchief  which  was  predi(fl:ed  they  would 
do,  they  have  not  ftrengthened  the  hand  of  government  to 
beat  down  all  oppofition  in  Parliament.  Do  gentlemen  who 
make  this  affertion  forget,  that  in  1789,  a penfion-bill  pair- 
ed this  houfe  ? and  do  they  forget,  that  the  next  year  it  was 
oppofed  by  the  very  men  who  fupported  It  in  1789  ? Do 
they  forget  this — and  if  they  do  not,  will  they  fay,  that 
the  places  which  Were  beftowed  upon  the  members  of  this 
houfe,  In  the  interval  between  the  two  feffions,  had  no  in- 
fluence in  altering  their  opinions  ? 

It  is  faid.  Sir,  that  thefe  offices,  and  this  augmentation 
of  falariesis  neceffary;  to  enquire  whether  they  be  necelFary 
or  not,  is  the  obje<St  of  the  refolutlon — if  they  be  neceffary, 
why  fhould  gentlemen  fear  to  have  them  examined  ? 

Sir,  there  is  upon  your  journals  a folemn  decifion,  that 
feven  commiffioners  are  fufficient : Would  it  not  then  have 
been  decent  to  have  laid  before  the  houfe,  the  reafons  which 
induced  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  increafe  the  number,  and 
to  have  taken  the  fenfe  of  parliament  thereon  ? But  this, 
like  all  meafures  of  corruption,  was  carried  on  in  fecret. 
The  mark  0?  an  honeJl  meafure  is  its  open  and  undifguifed 
publicity  ; but  this  was  carried  on  in  difguife,  and  promul- 
gated in  words  of  ambiguity. 


Great 
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Great  credit  has  been  taken  by  the  friends  of  Lord  Buck- 
ingham, for  his  conduct  relative  to  the  ordnance,  for  his 
addrefs  in  detecting  frauds,  and  his  wifdom  in  applying  re- 
medies ; but  how  have  the  public  benefited  ? Did  he  reftore 
the  money  recovered  to  the  public  ? No  ; he  flopped  it  in  its 
tranlit  to  the  Exchequer,  and  what  he  refcued  from' pecula- 
tion, he  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  corruption. 

LIr.  Corry  faid.  It  might  appear  extraordinary  if  he  did 
not  rife  to  give  an  anfwer  to  fome  part  of  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Gentleman.  The  gentleman  had  indeed  ad- 
tnitted,  he  was  not  perfonally  concerned ; yet,  as  the  part 
Le  bore  in  the  tranra<5lion,  and  the  office  he  had  held  ia 
the  ordnance  might  be  fuppofcd  to  affe£t  his  judgment,  he 
could  not  be  filent. 

The  flon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  penfion  bill  had 
been  reie<fled  after  the  creation  of  the  new  places,  by  all  the 
gentlemen  on  whom  they  were  beflow^ed,  and  who  had  fup- 
ported  that  bill  before. 

Mr.  Forbes. — I did  not  fay  every  man;  but  I fay,  many, 
and  that  government  acquired  adffitional  ftrength  by  the 
creation  of  offices. 

iMr,  Corry. — I ftand  up  equally  to  deny  both  his  faift  and 
his  principle.  I had  the  honour  to  fupport  that  bill  before 
I held  an  office ; I have  had  the  honour  to  fupport  it  fince, 
and  ever  win  fupport  it.  What  then  becomes  of  the  gentle- 
man’s argument  ? He  miuF  either  give  up  his  fadt  or  his 
principle — I think  they  are  both  untenable.  As  to  the  office 
of  commiffioner,  the  gentleman  knovvs  well  it  was  not  crea- 
ted for  me  *,  that  if  I chofe  I might  long  ago  have  had  it,  but 
that  i refufed  it,  and  I would  rather  have  remained  at  the 
ordnance. 


As 
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As  to  the  ordnance,  it  would  indeed  be  a bafe  defertion 
of  Lord  Buckingham,  now  that  his  back  is  turned,  were  1 
not  to  defend  his  conduct  here.'  The  gentleman  fays,  that 
money,  recovered  from  peculation,  was  flopped  in  its  tranfit 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  corruption. 
Does  the  gentleman  mean  literally  what  he  fays  ? If  he  does, 
he  betrays  an  ignorance  that  I am  forry  fhould  appear  in 
this  AfTembly.  Sir,  there  was  no  money  flopped  in  its  tran- 
fit *,  the  cataftrophe  of  the  unfortunate  perfon  who  had  been 
guilty  of  the  peculation,  prevented  the  money  from  being 
recovered. 

It  was  the  Intention  of  Lord  Buckingham  to  put  the  ord- 
nance office  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  of  propriety  and 
character,  that  the  nation  might  at  all  times  be  fecure  of 
having  an  efficient  ordnance,  and  that  there  might  be  no 
further  apprehenfion  of  peculation : This  obliged  him  to 
raife  the  falaries  which  before  were  certainly  too  low,  and 
gave  a pretence  for  receiving  perquifites,  which  became  the 
cover  for  frauds.  Sir,  the  late  Surveyor  General  threaten- 
ed government  that,  if  he  was  not  adequately  paid,  he  would 
leave  the  kingdom;  and  they  were  obliged  to  give  him  the 
place  of  a commiflioner  at  the  barrack  board,  as  a finecure, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  falary  at  the  ordnance. 

Lord  Buckingham,  who  was  refolved  to  put  the  office  on 
a proper  footing,  and  reflore  it  to  vigour,  found  that  in 
fourteen  years,  (for  the  books  before  that  period  were  not 
to  be  found)  a fum  of  no  lefs  than  70,000!.  in  three  articles 
only,  had  been  embezzled  from  the  public  ; and  had  it  been 
poffible  to  recover  the  books  of  the  office  before  the  period 
mentioned,  or  to  dete£l  a number  of  frauds  under  the  de- 
fcription  of  perquifites,  I doubt  not  that  a much  greater 
peculation  would  be  uifcovered.  After  this,  will  any  man 
fay,  that  Lord  BucWngha^n  docs  npt  djsftrvc  the  hlghefl  ap- 
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plaufe  for  refculng  the  office  out  of  the  hands  in  which  it  was, 
and  placing  it  under  the  direction  of  men  of  character. 

, Sir,  I do  not  forget  what  paffied  upon  this  queftion  laft 
year,  when  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  earneltly  re- 
quefted  to  enter  into  an  enquiry,  which  they  declined.  I do 
not  forget  that  they  were  then  forward  t‘o  hazard  the  fame 
Ifind  of  expreffions  which  they  have  ufed  this  day,  and 
which  met  with  the  fame  refutation.  Neither  do  I forget 
the  high  and  boaftful  terms  in  which  they  then  vaunted 
themfelves,  “ That  they  pofiefied  excluuvely  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  that  the  people  had  no  confidence  in  minif- 
ters.”  I remember,  you  mufi:  all  remember,  how  their 
voice  reverberated  from  thofe  walls — you  mufi:  all  remember 
them  calling  on  the  people,  and  fending  through  all  the 
prints  invitations  to  them  to  fhew  their  confidence  by  fome 
manifeftation.  I alk  you  now,  from  what  part  of  the  coun- 
try has  their  voice  re-echoed  ? By  what  public  acl  have  the 
people  manifefted  their  confidence  in  thofe  gentlemen  ? I re- 
member their  words  in  the  lafl  year  You  are  going  now  to 
be  refunded  into  the  common  mafs  of  the  people  who  fent 
you  here,  and  they  will  judge  whether  you  have  been  vigi- 
lant in  attending  to  their  interefl,  or  whether,  like  unfaith- 
ful guards,  you  have  flept  upon  your  poll.”  We  have  been 
refunded  back  to  the  people  ; and  what  have  the  people  done, 
^nd  how  are  we  to  judge  of  their  opinions  ? the  great  and 
populous  counties  have  returned  the  perfons  who  adminifler 
the  principal  departments  of  the  flate:  who  will  fay,  that 
the  confidence  of  the  people  is  not  with  the  government  ? 
For  one  in  an  humble  flation,  I have  the  happinefs  to  feel 
the  opinion  of  a great  and  refpeclable  trading  town  moil: 
decidedly  in  my  favour.  I can  therefore  never  fubmit  to 
hear  gentlemen  vaunt  in  high  terms,  that  they  alone  polTefs 
the  confidence  of  the  nation. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Ponfonby  concluded  the  debate  with  the  following 
fpeech. — “ On  the  hrft  motion  I had  the  honour  to  propofe, 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  lide  obferved  a hlence  fo  pro- 
found, as  to  preclude  debate.  On  this  latter,  though  not 
quite  fo  hlent,  yet  by  the  motion  of  adjournment  which  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  made,  it  is  obvious  they  defign  on 
this  alfo,  if  poflible,  to  avoid  a difeuffion  of  the  meafures 
they  defend — and  were  it  not  for  the  uncommon  energy  of 
my  Right  Hon.  Friend,  they  would  have  been  as  filent  as  if 
the^  had  feen  a ghoft  indeed. 

What  has  been  urged  in  oppofltion  to  this  motion,  Sir,  it 
will  not  require  much  time  to  anfvver — £hall  therefore 
briefly  anfvver  the  different  objections  that  have  been  made 
to  it,  and  firft.  Sir,  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  told  you, 
that  it  is  idle  to  object  to  the  creation  of  thofe  offices,  be- 
caufe  no  man  could  be  influenced  by  any  office  to  concur  in 
any  meafure  cjjentially  injurious  to  the  conftitutlon.  It  is  well. 
Sir,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  qualified  his  affertion. 
But  Sir,  it  would  be  right  in  the  Right  Hon.  Genleman  to 
define  what  he  means  by  this  qualifying  word  ejfentlalj  or  is 
every  man  left  to  explain  it  as  he  pleafes  ? If  fo,  he  may  op- 
pofe  a good  meafure,  becaufe  the  lofs  of  At  may  not  be 
e^entially  injurious  to  the  country — and  he  may  fupport  a 
bad  meafure,  and  fay  it  is  not  ejjentlally  hurtful. 

The  right  Hon.  Gentleman  is  furprifed  too,  to  hear  thofe 
queftions  again  brought  forward,  which  were  agitated  in  the 
laft  feffion.  There  are  upwards  of  eighty  members  in  this 
Parliament,  Sir,  who  were  not  in  the  laft.  Now,  Sir,  I 
flioiild  fuppofe  that  every  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  if  they 
do  not  pin  their  faith  to  the  fleeve  of  the  late  parliament, 
would  be  glad  to  hear  the  arguments  on  which  thofe  decifi- 
ons  of  that  parliament  were  founded.  But,  Sir,  I will  en- 
creafe  the  furprife  and  aftonifhmcnt  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman— I will  inform  ffina  that  he  ffiall  not  only  hear 
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this  queftlon  agitated  again  and  again,  but  he  fliall  hear 
every  qucftlon,  which  during  the  laft  feflion,  was  brought 
forward  by  me,  or  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  with  whom 
I a6l,  with  whom  I have  ever  acted,  and  with  whom  I ever 
fhall  adt — they  concern  meafures  on  which  I have  fet  my 
heart,  and  which  I fhall  never  relinquifh  but  with  life. 

I have  heard  men  in  oppofition,  Sir,  very  clamorous  a- 
gainft  places — I have  heard  men  profefs  much  public  fpirit, 
when  actuated'  only  by  principles  of  private  intereft — and  I' 
have  feen  thofe  very  men.  Sir,  accept  of  places,  w'ho  were 
moft  clamorous  againft  them— and  accept  places  not  in  the 
moft  honourable  circiimflances.  I have  thus,  Sir,  feen  hy- 
pocrify  ftript  of  its  garb,  and  expofed  to  public  contempt, 
in  its  native  deformity. — The  gentlemen  with  whom  I have 
now  the  hon bur  to  act,  are,  I hope,  incapable  of  fuch  de- 
reliction of  every  honourable  principle  ; I hope  they  arc  alfo 
united,  and  will  never  relinquilh  the  purfuit  of  thofe 
great  meafures  they  have  adopted,  till  they  are  finally  at- 
tained. 

It  has  been  afierted,  Sir,  that  if  the  influence  of  Admini- 
ftration  has  encreafed,  fo  has  alfo  the  fpirit,  the  influence, 
and  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  Where  is  the  proof  of 
this  ? Does  the  Hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  prove  the  encreaf- 
ed fpirit  of  the  people,  by  their  expreflions  and  their  conduCt 
in  thofe  afTemblies,  which  on  other  occaflons  he  denomi- 
nates idle  tumults,  feditious  cabals,  or  deluded  meetings.  If 
he  does,  Sir,  he  is  inconflftent  with  himfelf; — if  he  does  not, 
where  elfe  will  he  diredl  us  to  look  for  their  encreafed  wif- 
dom  or  fpirit  ? 

Another  Hon.  Gentleman  has  afked,  fhall  all  expences  of 
building,  &c.  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Government  ? 
Sir,  we  do  not  charge  expence  of  this  kind,  as  the  expence 
of  oofruption ; but  if  in  this  inftance,  or  any  other,  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  money  is  improperly  applied,  it  is  certainly  Adminftrati- 
on  alone  who  are  chargeable  with  it.  We,  Sir,  have  not 
the  command  of  the  public  money — they  are  the  men  who 
difpofe  the  treafureof  the  nation,  they  therefore  are  the  men 
who  are  refponlible  for  every  item  of  expenditure,  whether 
it  be  for  gorgeous  palaces,  for  cloud  capt  towers,  or  thofc 
enormous  wings  on  which  fo  much  of  the  public  wealth  is 
faid  to  have  taken  its  flight, 

An  Hon.  Member  has  faid,  that  he  would  rather  pot  have 
accepted  the  ofiicehe  holds — perhaps  fo — the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man mull:  then  have  thought  that  there  was  fomething  pecu^ 
Jiarly  dlfgraceful  in  the  creation  of  that  office. 

The  fame  Hon.  Member  has  faid  that  this  Adminiftration 
is  not  chargeable  with  the  creation  of  thdfe  offices — No  ! but 
they  are  chargeable  with  the  continuation  of  them — they 
are  yet  too  young  for  fuch  flagrant  offences — no  doubt, 
their  maturer  age  will  emulate  the  daring  of  their  predecefi!^ 
pr. 

The  Hon.  Member  has  talked  of  flippant  and  of  ConSdenfc 
affertion.  J fay,  Sir,  that  no  affertion  was  made  which  the 
event  has  not  verified.  It  was  aflerted  that  the  confidence  of 
f he  people  was  with  us.  Has  not  the  iffue  of  the  general 
eledion,  to  which  the  Hon.  Member  appeals,  proved  it  fo  f 
-■ — Look  to  the  numerous,  the  honourable,  majority  by  which 
a Right  Hon.  Gentleman  near  me,  has  been  returned  for 
your  metropolis,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  wiles  and  all  the  in- 
fluence, and  all  the  threats  of  Adminiftration.  Where  fhall 
we  look  for  an  inftance  more  ftriking — -a  proof  more  Ilrong 
of  unbounded  confidence  ? 

But  look,  fays  the  Hon.  Member,  to  the  Treafury-Bench 
— fee  the  Financier  returned  to  you  by  the  people — fee  the 
iirlt  Commiflioner  of  the  Revenue  returned  to  you  by  the 

people 
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people  and  fee,  fays  the  Hon.  Member,  the  encreafe  which 
the  Treafury- bench  has  received  of  another  gentleman  ia 
office,  returned  by  the  people. — Good  God,  Sir,  has  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  forgot  in  a few  fhort  months  that  one  part 
of  the  fyftein  which  we  are  bound  to  oppofe  is  the  power  of 
Revenue-officers  to  return  to  this  Houfe  the  men  to  whom 
their  fituation  neceflarily  fubje£ls  them  ? The  return  then  of 
a firft  Commiffioner  is,  to  be  fure,  a convinqing  argument 
that  the  Adminiftratlon  of  this  country  are  in  full  polTeffion 
of  the  confidence  of  the  public.  And  the  return  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — a man  whofe  office  gives  him 
no  influence  at  all — is,  no  doubt,  an  unaufwerablc  argurnent 
that  influence  of  office  has  no  operation  in  this  country,  and 
that  confequently  the  encreafe  of  offices  cannot  be  an  evil. 

The  young  Members  who  had  not  the  very  great  happi- 
nefs  of  hearing  the  many  and  moft  excellent  arguments  which 
were  argued  by  the  gentlehien  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe 
in  defence  of  thofe  offices  during  the  laft  feffion— have  not, 
I think,  much  reafon  to  regret  that  circumftance,  hearing 
as  they  do  the  no  lefs  able  reafoning  of  the  fame  gentlemen 
in  their  favour  to-night. 

I will  flate  for  them,  Sir,  the  fum  of  that  reafoning.  In 
the  year  1789  a Viceroy  of  this  country  being  rather  in  an 
embarrafled  fituation — having  been  cenfured  by  this  houfe— 
which  cenfure  is  yet  to  be  feen  upon  your  journals-^devifed 
it  very  ingenious  way  to  extricate  himfelf,  and  if  not  to  re- 
concile to  him  this  houfe  and  the  public,  at  leafl:  to  raife 
himfelf  above  its  anger — it  was  the  creation  of  14  PLACES, 
all  of  which  he  beftowed  upon  members  of  Parliament ; by 
this  ftep,  though  to  be  fure  places,  &c.  can  have  no  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  Gentlemen  who  fit  within  thefe  walls, 
yet  it  fome  how  or  other  happened,  by  this  ftep,  I fay,  that 
he  effe£led  a change  in  his  favour.  Still  the  meafure  is  cen- 
fured as  tending  to  procure  a corrupt  fupport— the  defence 

now 
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now  fet  up  for  them  is — that  we  have  not  (hewed  them  to  be 
ujelcfs.  Good  God,  Sir,  ought  not  they  to  (hew  that  they 
are  ufefid  P 

But,  fays  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  I will  give  gentlemen 
ground  to  argue  againft  this  motion,  by  relating  the  utility  of 
the  charges  in  the  ordnance.  For  me.  Sir,  I would  moft ' 
fcrupuloiifly  avoid  mentioning  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; 
but  I muft  fav,  that  whatever  may  be  the  merit  of  his  ar- 
rangements, his  adminiflration  was  peculiarly  happy  in  find- 
ing out  the  fingular  ability  of  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  I (hall  not  impeach  the  ability  or  the  virtue  of 
thofe  gentlemen,  but  I think  it  would  be  prudent  not  to  lay 
too  much  weight  on  arguments  founded  thereon.  The  doc- 
trine itfelf,  however  true  it  may  be,  muft  be  unpleafant  to 
the  nation  at  large,  fince  it  infinuates  that,  of  all  the  indi- 
viduals it  contains,  there  are  only  about  30  that  are  at  all 
capable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  a common  office.  As  to\ 
the  ftatement  of  the  faving,  &c.  in  the  ordnance,  which  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  faid  was  eftefled  by  the  Marquisas  re- 
gulations, I (hall  only  fay,  that  whatever  favings  may  have 
taken  place,  they  are  invifible  ones — for  the  expenfe  of  that 
department  continues  as  great  as  ever  it  was. 

By  the  queftion  of  adjournment  which  you  have  now  be- 
fore you,  Sir,  I plainly  fee  that  it  is  the  intention  of  admini- 
ftration  to  reft  not  on  argument  or  reafoning  for  a defence 
of  thefe  meafures,  but  on  what  the  corruption  and  influence 
we  war  againft  has  procured  them — namely  dead  Majorities. 
Yet,  Sir,  this  (hall  not  deter  us.  Whether  this  be  their  plan, 
or  not,  we  (hall  certainly  bring  forward  in  the  courfe  of  the 
feflion  every  one  of  thofe  meafures  which  were  agitated  lafi: 
fefiion,  though  without  eftedl.  ' 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  being  put,  there  appeared. 
Ayes  — I op  I Noes  — 72 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes, — Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Moore. 

For  the  Noes^  — Mr.  Ponfonbv,  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

On 
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On  the  8th  of  February  Mr.  Grattan  addrefled  the  houfe, 
on  the  fubjefl  of  Peerage  ; — — He  faid,  That  when  the 
Right  Hon  Gentleman  in  the  fervice  of  Government  was 
lafl-  feflion  afked  what  redrefs  of  grievences  was  intended  ? he 
anf^cred  with  a blank  ; but  he  added,  as  a compenfation  for 
the  abfence  of  all  good  to  be  demanded  of  the  prefent  Go- 
vernmenr,  that  at  leaft  they  would  govern  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land  It  is  with  much  regret  I am  now  obliged  to 
inform,  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Government 
for  whom  he  madethatengagement  has  not  governed  according 
to  the  law  of  t^e  land,  but  has  in  divers  in(lances  violate4 
that  law. 

1 propofe  three  quedions  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s 
conlideration  ; Firft,  Is  not  the  fale  of  peerages  illegal?  — ^ 
Second,  Is  it  not  a high  mifdemeanor  and  impeachable 
offence  ? — ^Third,  whether  a contra<fI  to  purchafe  feats  for  per^ 
fons  named  by  the  Minifters  of  the  crown,  with  the  money 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  peerage,  is  not  in  itfelf  an  illegal 
and  impeachable  tranfaefion,  and  a great  aggravation  of  thq 
other  mifdemeanors  ^ 

I wait  for  anfwer.  Does  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  con«» 
tinuein  his  feat  ? Then  he  adm  its  thefe  tranfa£tions  to  be 
great  and  flagrant  breaches  of  the  law.  No  lawyer  I find  fo 
old  and  hardy — fo  young  and  defperate — as  to  deny  it.  Thus 
k appears  that  the  Adminiftration  of  this  country,  by  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  their  own  lawyers,  have  in  a high  decree 
broken  the  laws  of  the  land.  I will  now  difeufs  the  nature 
of  tranfaflions  admitted  to  be  illegal,  I know  the  prerogative 
of  conferring  honours  las  been  held  a frugal  way  ofrewar- 
ding  merit ; but  I dwell  not  on  the  lofs  of  any  collateral  ad- 
vantages by  the  abufe  of  that  prerogative,  but  on  the  lofs  of 
the  aflence  of  the  power  itfelf,  no  longer  a means  of  exalting, 
and  now.  become  an  mftrument  of  difgrace.  I will  expoflu- 
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late  with  his  Excellency  on  this  fubjedt. — I will  bring  him  to, 
an  eminence,  from  whence  he  may  furvey  the  people  of  this 
ifland.  Is  there,  my  Lord,  a man  of  all  who  pafs  under  y out: 
eye,  one  man  whorn  you  can  exalt  by  any  title  you  may  think 
to  confer?  You  may  create  a confulion  in  names,  or  you 
rnay  caft  a veil  over  families,  but  Honour,  that  facred  gem, 
you  have  caft  in  the  dirt.  I do  not  alk  you  merely  whether 
there  is  any  man  in  the  ifland  whom  you  can  raife,  but  I aOc 
yen  is  there  any  man  whom  you  would  not  difgrace,  by. at- 
tempting to  give  him  title,  except  fuch  a man  as  would  ex- 
alt you  the  acceptance — fgme  man  vvhofe  hereditary  or  per- 
fonal  pretentions  would  refeue  his  name  and  dignity  from  the 
apparent  blemifli  and  ridicule  caft  on  him  by  a grant  from 
thofe  hands  to  whom  his  Majefty  has  moft  unfortunately  ti? 
harjdoned  in  Ireland  the  reins  of  government  ? 

The  mifchlef  does  not  go  merely  |to  the  credit,  but  may  af- 
feel  the  exiftence  of  the  nobility. 

Our  minlftry,  no  doubt,  condenm  the  National  Aftembly, 
in  extinguifhing  the  nobility  of  the  country,  and  I dare  fay, 
they  will  talk  very  fcrupuloufly  and  plauftbly  on  that  fubjeeft, 
they  .certainly  have  not  extlnguifhed  the  nobility  of  Ireland, 
but  they  have  (as  far  they  c;ould)  attempted  to  difgrace  them, 
and  by  fo  doing  have  attempted  to  lay  the  feeds  of  their  ex- 
tinction The  Irifh  Minlftry  have  acted  with  more  apparent 
moderation  ; but  the  French  democracy  have  afted  with 
more  apparent  conftftency.  The  French  democracy  have  at 
one  blow  {truck  from  the  nobility  powder,  perqulftte  and  rank. 
The  Irilh  Miniftry  have  attempted  to  ftrike  oft. honours  and 
authority,  and  propofe  to  leave  them  their  powers  and  their 
privileges.  The  Irifi  Minijler,  after  attempting  to  render  thtw 
honours  as  faleable  as  the  feats  of  juftice  were  in  France  at 
the  moft  unregenerated  period  of  her  monarchy — propofe 
to  fend  them  abroad  to.  exact  deference  from  the  people  as 
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hereditary  legiflators,  hereditary  counfellors  to  the  King, 
and  hereditary  judges  of  the  land  j and  If  liereafter  any  at- 
tempt fliould  be  made  on  our  order  of  Peerage — look  to  your 
Miniftry,  they  are  the  caufe— i hey — they — they  who 
HAVE  attempted  without  luccefs,  but  with  matchlefs  perfeve- 
rance,  to  make  the  peerage  mifchievous,  and  therefore  are 
guilty  of  an  eventual  attempt  to  declare  it  ufelefs. 

Such  a Minifter  is  but  a pioneer  to  the  leveller — he  com- 
pofes  a part  of  his  army  and  marches  in  the  van,  and  demo? 
li flies  all  the  moral,  conftitutional,  and  political  obflrudlions 
of  principle,  and  purity,  and  all  the  moral  caufes  that  would 
fupport  authority,  rank  and  fubordination. 

Such  a minhler  goes  before  the  leveller,  like  Sin  preceding 
the  lliadow  of  Death,  fliedding  her  poifons  and  diAilling  her 
influence,  and  preparing  the  neiTtar  flie  touches  for  mortality. 

I don't  fay  that  fuch  a Minifter  with  his  own  hands  flrips 
the  foliage  off  the  tree  of  nobility  — No — he  is  the  early  blight 
that  comes  to  the  ifland  to  wither  your  honours,  in  the  firfl: 
blaft  of  popular  breath  to  fcatter,  fo  that  at  laft  the  whole 
leafage  of  nobility  may  defcehd. 

This  IMinifler,  he  ices  not  come  to  the  foundation  of  the 
" Houfe  of  Lords  with  his  pick-ax,  nor  does  he  flore  all  their 
vaults  with  trains  cf  gun  powder. 

He  is  an  enemy  of  a different  fort — he  does  not  purpofe 
to  hloiv  up  the  Houfes  cf  Parliament— he  only  endeavours  to 
corrupt  the  inflitutions,  and  he  only  undermines  the  moral 
props  of  opinion  and  authority',  he  only  endeavours  to  taint  no- 
bility— he  fells  your  Lords  and  he  buys  your  commons. 

T he  tree  of  nobility  that  it  may  flourifli  for  ever,  and  {land  > 
the  blight  of  Minitters  and  the 'blaft  of  popular  fury — ^thaf 
it  my  remain  on  its  hill  rejoicing,  and  laugh  to  fcorn  that  e-' 
nemy,  which  in  the  perfon  of  the  miniftry  of  the  Crown,  has 

gone 
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gone  againfl  the  nobles  of  the  land.  That  they  may  fur- 
vive— furvive  to  give  council  to  thofe  very  Miniders,  and 
perhaps,  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  them — but  if  ever  the  ax; 
fliould  go  into  that  forefl — if  on  the  track  of  the  merchant 
man,,  in  the  fhape  of  the  minifler,  the  political  woodman,  in 
thefhape  of  the  leveller,  fhould  follow — if  the  fale  of  peerage 
as  exercifed  by  the  prefent  Mlnifter,  becoming  the  ordinary 
refource  of  G overnment,  fliould  provoke  a kindred  extreme 
and  give  birth  to  a race  of  men  as  unprincipled  and  defperate 
in  one  extreme  as  they  are  in  the  other,  we  fhall  then  feel  it 
qur  duty  to  refift  fuch  an  eflbrt,  and  as  we  now  reflfl:  the 
Minifter^s  attempts  to  diflionour,  fo  fhall  we  theq  refifl  the 
confequence  of  his  crimes— projedts  to  extinguifh  the  nOr 
bility. 

In  the  mean  time  to  prevent  fuch  a cataftrophe,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  deftroy  fuch  a pra(Slice,  and  therefore  neceflary  to 
punifh,  or  remove,  or  intimidate  and  check  your  Miniflers. 

1 would  not  be  underffood  to  fpeak  now  of  a figurative  fale 
of  honours — I am  fpeaking  of  an  aftual  one  in  the  roofl  lite- 
ral fsnfe  of  the  word.  1 know  the  grants  of  honours  have  been 
at  /Certain  times  made  for  influence^  diftinfl:  from  pretenflons 
— but  not  the  argent  comptant,  the  flock  purfe,  it  is  not  title 
for  influence,  but  title  for  money  to  buy  influence.  You  have 
carried  it  to  the  laft  flep,  and  in  that  ftep  have  gone  beyond 
the  moft  unfcrupulous  of  your  predecefTors  ; they  m.ay  have 
abuled  the  prerogative,  but  you  have  broken  the  laws.  Your 
contraff  has  been  what  a court  of  law  would  condemn  for 
its  illegality,  and  a court  of  equity  for  its  turpitude. 

The  Minifters  have  endevoured  to  defile  the  fource  of  ho- 
nour, they  have  alfo  attempted  to  pollute  the  flream  of  juf- 
tice.  The  fale  of  a peerage  is  the  fale  of  a judicial  employ^' 
ment  which  cannot  be  fold  without  breach  of  an  exprefs  aft 
of  Parliament,  the  aft  of  R.  11.  andEdw.  VL 
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I know  the  judicial  power  Incidental  to  peerage,  but 
the  fale  is  not  the  lefs-againft  the  fpirk  of  the  acf;  indeed  it 
is  the  greateft  poffible  offence  againO:  the  fpirit  of  the  acf,  in- 
afmuch  as  the  judicial  power  in  this  cafe  is  final,  and  compre^ 
hends  all  the  judgments  and  decrees  in  all  the  courts  of  law 
and  equity 

If  I am  injured  in  an  inferior  Court,  I can  bear  It,  it  is 
not  without  remedy.  But  there,  where  every  thing  is  to  be 
‘finally  correfled — where  the  public  is  to  be  protected  and  ref- 
cued  from  the  vindiclive  ignorance  of  a judge,  or  the  little 
driving,  arbitrary  genius  of  a Minifler — the  lafl:  oracle  of  all 
the  laws,  and  the  firjl  foundation  o/' council,  and  onegreatcon- 
flituent  of  the  legiflature,  to  attempt  to  make  that  great  repo- 
fltorya  market,  to  erect  at  the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
the  flail  of  the  minifler,  where  he  and  his  friends  fhould  exer- 
cife  their  calling,  and  carry  fuch  an  illicit  and  fhocking  trade. 
That  a Minifler  fhould  have  cafl  out  of  his  heart  all  refpecl 
for  human  inftitutions,  fo  far  as  to  attempt  to  pofl  himfelf  at 
the  door  of  that  chamber — the  mofl  illuftrious,  felect,  and 
ancient  of  all  inftitutions  we  know  of — to  poll  himfelf  there 
with  his  open  palm,  and  to  admit  all  who  would  pay  for 
feats. 

Is  this  the  man  who  is  to  teach  the  Irifli  a refpedt  for  the 
laws,  and  to  inculcate  the  bleffings,  of  the  Britifh  conflltuti-? 
on  ? 

Hlflory  Is  not  wanting  in  inftances  of  grofs  abufes  of  the 
prerogative  in  the  difpofal  of  the  Peerage,  the  worft  rninif- 
ters  perhaps  have  attempted,  but  1 will  affert,  the  whole  Hif- 
tory  of  England  does  not  furnifh  fo  grofs  and  illegal  an  exer- 
cife  a.s  any  one  of  thofe  bargains  contracted  for  by  the  Minif- 
terof  Ireland— in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  there  was,  by  the 
tories  of  the  times,  a great  abufe  of  that  power — twelve 

Peers 
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Peers  created  for  an  occafion.  In  fome  particulars  there 
was  a fiinllitude  between  that  and  the  prefent  adt — it  was  an 
attempt  to  model  the  houfe  of  Lords— but  there  was  no  mo- 
ney given— the  turpitude  of  our  tranfadtion  was  wanting  in 
the  adl  of  the  Miniftry  of  Queen  Anne,  it  was  an  adl  of  in- 
fluence purporting  to  model  one  houfe  of  parliament,  but  it 
was  not  the  lale  of  the  feats  of  one  houfe  to  buy  thofe  of  the 
other,  and  model  both* 

The^  fecond  Inflance  is  the  fale  of  a Peerage  by  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  it  was  one  of 
the  articles  of  his  impeachment,  a Peerage  fold  to  Lord  Ro- 
berts for  lOiOool.  it  was  a high  mifdemeanor,  a flagrant  il- 
legality, and  a great  public  fcandal,  fo  far  it  refembles  your 
condudt,  but  it  was  no  more — the  oiTence  was  confined  to 
a fingle  inftance,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  created  one  Peer 
of  the  Realm,  one  Hereditary  Legiflator,  one  Hereditary 
Counfellor,  and  one  final  Judiciary  for  a fpecific  fum  of  mo- 
ney for  his  private  ufe — but  the  Irifli  Minifter  has  created 
divers  Hereditary  Legiflators,  divers  Hereditary  Counfellors, 
and  divers  final  Judiciaries  for  many  fpecific  fums  of  money 
— the  Duke  of  Buckingham  only  took  the  money  for  a feat 
in  the  Peers,  and  applied  it  to  his  own  ufe — but  the  Irifh 
Minifter  has  taken  money  for  feats  in  the  Peers  under  con- 
tra(ft  that  it  fhould  be  applied  to  purchafe  feats  in  the  Com- 
mons— the  one  is  an  infulated  crime  for  private  emolument, 
the  other  a proj  eel  again  ft  the  common  weal  in  this  a(ft. 

The  Minifters  have  fold  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  to 
buy  the  privileges  of  the  people — they  have  made  the  con- 
ftituent  part  of  the  legiflaturc  pernicious  to  each  other — they 
have  played  the  two  houfes  like  forts  upon  one  another — 
they  have  dlfcovered  a new  mode  of  deftroying  that  fine 
fabric,  the  Britifii  Conftitution,  which  efcaped  the  deftruc- 
tive  penetration  of  the  worft  of  their  predecefTors,  and  the 
fruit  of  their  fuccefs  in  this  moft  unhallowed,  wicked  endea- 
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veur  would  be  the  fcandal  of  legiflation,  which  is  the  com»- 
mon  right  of  both  houfes  of  jurifdicftion,  which  is  the  pe- 
culiar privilege  of  one ; and  adding  the  diferedit  which,  by 
iiich  offences,  they  bring  on  the  third  branch  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  unfortunately  exercifed  in  their  own  perfons,  they 
have  attempted  to  reduce  the  whole  progrefs  of  govern- 
ment  in  this  country,  from  the  firfi:  formation  of  law  to  the 
final  decifion  and  ultimate  execution — from  the  cradle  of 
the  law  through  all  its  progrefs  and  formation  to  its  laft  fhape 
of  monumental  record  : they  have  attempted  to  reduce  it, 

I fay,  to  difrepute  and  degradation. 

Are  thefe  things  to  go  unpunifhed — are  they  topafs  by  with 
the  Teffion,  like  the  fafliion  of  your  coat,  or  any  idle  fubjec^  - 
of  tafe  or  amufement  ? 

m 

Is  any  flate-crimlnal  to  be  puniihed  in  Ireland  ? — Is  there 
fuch  a thing  as  a ftate-offence  in  Ireland? — If  not,  re- 
fiounce  the  name  ofinqueft,  if — aye— punilh — — — He  con- 
cluded by  moving, 

“ Refolved,  that  a felsfl  committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
Oiuire  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  whether  the  late  or  pre- 
fent  adminiffraticn  have  entered  into  any  corrupt  agreement 
with  any  perfon  or  perfons,  to  recommend  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  created 
Peers  of  this  kingdom,  in  confideration  of  their  paying  cer- 
tain fums  of  money,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  feats 
for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  rights 
of  the  people,  inconhftent  with  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment, and  in  direeft  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
land.” 

Mr.  Curran  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Attorney  General. — I think  it  neceffary  to  rife,  as 
the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  allude  to 
' what 
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tvhat  fell  from  me  in  the  laft  parliament.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  informed  you,  that  I then  faid  the  govern- 
ment was  determined  to  rule  the  nation  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  *,  he  did  then,  as  he  now  does,  treat  the 
declaration  with  Tome  dihruft  5 neverthelefs  I am  bold  to 
declare  that  the  promife  has  been  performed,  though  the 
Pvight  Kon.  Gentleman  has  alTerted  that  they  have  not 
governed  by  law  ; for,  fays  he,  they  have  violated  the  law 
by  the  fale  of  peerages  •,  and  then  he  has  very  emphatically 
called  upon  all  the  lawyers,  and  has  alked  whether  there  are 
any  fo  old  and  hardened,  or  fo  young  and  defperate,  as  to 
deny, 

That  the  fale  of  peerages  is  Illegal  ? 

That  the  fale  of  peerages  Is  an  impeachable  offence  ? 

And  that  it  is  highly  impeachable,  and  highly  punifhable 
to  fell  Peerages  and  employ  the  money  to  purchafe  feats  in 
this  houfe  ? Sir,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  will  excufe  me, 
if  I think  that  fo  much  pomp  and  fo  much  form,  was  not 
necelTary  in  alking  thefe  queftions ; for  there  is  no  lawyer, 
nor  no  man,  young  or  old,  who  vvlll  not  fay,  that  if  fuch 
things  were  done,  they  were  both  illegal  and  punifhable. 
This  is  my  opinion,  and  if  this  will  ftrengthen  his  argument, 
he  has  my  anfwer. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  not  being  interrupted  by  re- 
ply while  fpeaking,  has  alTumed,  that  the  charges  which  he 
has  made  againft  Minifters  were  admitted ; and  he  has  pro- 
ceeded to  treat  them  as  libellers  and  atrocious  offenders  V 
but  the  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  muft  excufe  me  if  I fay  that 
his  refolution  is  little  lefs  than  a libel  on  the  three  eftates  of 
parliament.  He  fays  that  the  King’s  Minifters  have  fold 
the  Peerage  for  money  to  purchafe  feats  in  this  houfe ; and 
we  are,  upon  this  bare  afferticn,  to  proceed  to  a folemn  en- 
quiry. Suppofe  I was  to  fay  that  my  Right  Hon.  Friend, 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  robbed  the  Treafurr, 
how  Would  everv  man’s  feelinf^s  revolt  at  thealTertion  ? Such 

^ O 

a charge  might  injure  me  who  made  it,  but  it  could  not  af- 
fecf  him.  On  the  fame  ground  I truft  the  Houfe  will  not, 
upon  mere  fcggelVion,  entertain  a queftion  tending  only  to 
throw  an  odium  on  an  adminiftration  that  governs  with  per- 
fect propriety,  and  to  difturb  the  minds  of  the  people,  who 
under  this  government  enjoy  every  bleffing  of  peace  and 
profperity. 

■tn  the  laft  parliament  th’s  meifure  was  propofed,  and  the 
ground  on  which  it  wasfupported  was  common  f amt — a foun- 
dation on  whlcli  the  pooreit  man  In  the  land  could  not  be 
charged.  You  were  laftyear  deiired  to  adopt  this  flanderous 
charge  on  the  authority  of  common  fame  ^ and  now  the  lame 
motion  is  repeated,  though  the  R-ight  Hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  coadefcended  to  o5er  any  proof  ; nay,  he  has  not  even 
told  you  where  he  heard  the  calumny — perhaps  it  was  in  foine 
fcandalous  evening  paper. 

. But,  Sir,  why  confine  this  enquiry  to  the  prefent  or  late 
adminiftration,  mere  than  to  any  former?  Is  the  Gentleman 
aware,  that  fomething  might  come  oat  which  he  would  not 
wiih  to  appear  ^ Did  any  man  in  former  times  barter  his 
intereftin  any  borough  for  a peerage  If  he  did,  did  he  net 
incur  all  the  guilt  charged  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  ? 

Ivlr.  Barrb-gton,  in  a maiden  fpeech,  reprobated  the 
refolution,  as  being  equally  ungracious  to  the  crown,  and 
degrading  to  parliament.  He’faid,  it  was  a refolution  found- 
ed alone  on  the  glowing  imagination  and  brilliant  language 
of  its  mover,  or  the  private  views  and  public  fpeculation  of 
its  fupporters,  a flimiy  fabric,  built  upon  airercion,  without 
lafls.to  I'upport  its  bafe,  or  reafon  to  fupport  its  fuperfiruc- 
ture.  He  laid,  the  introdaclloa  of  this  queition,  was,  in  if- 
; felf,  derogatory  of  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe;  and  that  its 
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adoption  would  ftain  their  journals  with  the  moft  wanton, 
unproved,  unparliamentary  charge  of  guilt  on  one  houfe, 
and  pollution  on  the  other  5 a charge  which  would  be  a lad- 
ing record  of  their  difnonour,  when  the  committee  would 
determine  that  the  charge  was  groundlefs — that  the  enquiry 
was  vain — that  the  meafure  was  n>alicious : it  is  true,  though 
no  punilhment  could  be  inflicted,  no  impeachment  could  take 
place,  but  the  purity  of  parliament  would  be  no  more — the 
pride,  the  honour  of  the  conftitution,  would  fade  away  un- 
der the  blaft  of  fufplcion  j the  enquiry  would  end,  but  the 
record  would  remain,  the  lateft  pofterity  -would  figh  for  the 
vices  of  their  fathers  *,  and  would  revert  with  horror  from 
the  black  page  of  their  journals,  which  would  tell  the  world, 
that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  could  be  fu [peeled  of  being  the 
bafed  of  the  people,  and  could  be  weak  enough  to  record  it  I 
If  gentlemen  had  grounds,  had  proofs,  had  faefs  to  fupporC 
the  charge — move  for  an  impeachment  on  the  guilty  head, 
and  let  it  fall  to  the  manes  of  the  injured  conditution  ; but 
never,  by  a wild  unfupported  refolution,  fink  a dain  they 
could  never  erafe.  .He  then,  with  energy,  reprobated  op- 
pofition  and  their  views:  he  faid,  it  was  fpeculation,  not 
public  virtue,  which  indigated  a violent  oppofition  to  the 
meafures  and  the  peace  of  government.  That  the  fenfe  of 
public  duty,  and  the  fire  of  public  virtue,  did  not  refide  at 
one  fide  only  of  the  houfe,  or  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe, 
only ; that  it  was  not  to  be  ereffed  by  fpeculation,  or  de- 
prefTed  by  office  j it  was  an  inherent  principle  in  the  mind 
of  man,  and  he  believed  was  not  bound  to  party  j for  he  had 
feen  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan)  on  both  fides. 
He  denied  the  neceffity  of  a penfion  or  a place-bill;  and  faid, 
he  truded,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  not  find  them  fp 
noxious  in  a future  adminidration  as  in  the  prefent. 

He  then  entered  into  a defence  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham's and  Lord  Wedmoreland's  adminidrations;  and  repro- 
bated the  idea  that  any  error  of  the  former  fhould  tarnifh 
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the  honour  of  his  fuccelTor ; but  gentlemen  had  miftakeii 
liceutioufnels  for  liberty,  and  were  proceeding  in  meafurcs 
which  could  only  tend  to  indulge  their  airy  cattles,  aggran- 
dife  their  honours,  embarrafs  the  public  time,  and  inflame 
the  people. 

He  dwelt  on  the  ficklenefs  of  the  refolution : the  unparlia- 
mentary mode  of  propoGng  it : the  dangerous  and  ditgrace- 
ful  tendencies  ; and  concluded  by  hamping  his  negative  on  a 
meafure,  which,  from  its  weaknefs,  its  uncertainty,  and  its 
informality,  {hould  perifli  at  the  moment  of  its  birth. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  if  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Grattan) 
apologized  for  fpeaking  at  fo  late  an  hour,  what  fhould  he 
fay, — he  felt  himfelf  impelled  by  his  duty  to  the  public  ; — 
for  though  he  did  not,  perhaps,  reprefent  many,  he  repre- 
fented  one,  whom  all  Ireland  would  eledl ; and  therefore  he 
conlidered  himfelf  more  than  in  common  acceptation,  a 
reprelentative  of  the  people. — A learned  Gentleman  (the 
Attorney  General)  had  faid,  produce  your  proofs,  before  you 
commence  enquiry. — \Vould  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlem.an, 
in  a profecution  at  the  fait  of  the  Crown,  publlfh  his  proofs 
before  enquiry,  aod  difclofe  the  evidence  ? — He  would  not. 
The  learned  Gentleman  knew  his  duty  too  well.  If  there 
was  any  thing  like  the  pride  of  parliament  in  this  country, 
the  fubje(Sl  now  before  them  fliould  call  It  forth.  If  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  the  grand  Inquefi  of  the  nation,  had 
'ever  reafon  to  inflitute  enquiry,  in  order  to  impeachy  we 
have  it  now.  If  it  is  alked,  impeach  whom  ? We  anfwer, 
the  Governor  who  contraBedy  and  the  Governor  who 
carried  that  contra^  into  execution.  If  it  is  required,  for 
what .?  We  anfw'er,  for  felling  the  Honours  of  the  Nation, 
iind  in  that  fale  vending  the  legi/lative po%uers  of  the  realm.  He 
did  not  complain  of  the  partial  exercife  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive. Minifters  may,  for  inftance,  raife  two  Chief  Judges 
to  the  Peerage,  and  they  may  overlook  a third,  though  he 
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be  chief  among  the  chiefs.  Minifiers  may  confer  peerage^ 
upon  members  of  parliament,  not  to  reward  their  fer vices, 
but  their  fufFerings  ; — their  lofs  of  character  in  the  dereii£ti- 
on  of  public  principle ; — to  Tooth  them  for  the  melancholy 
mechanifm  of  years  palled  in  thishoufe,  without  fenle  or  voli- 
tion, the  men  loft  in  the  machines.— Minifter.  may  con- 
fer peerages  on  men  barely  unblameable,  and  introduce  thena 
into  the  houfe  of  Peers,  in  as  eafy  a v/ay  as  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne.  Minifters  7nayi  as  they  have  done,  raife  men 
to  the  Peerage,  tvho  never  did  the  ftate  any  fervice,  civil  or 
military  ; men  very  amiable  in  private  life,  but  whofe  virtues 
were  fo  very  domeftic,  fo  much  at  home,  that  they  polTelT- 
ed,  what  among  the  Roman  Ladies  w'as  deemed  the  higheft 
honour,  that  of  not  being  publicly  known  or  talked  of.  All  this 
he  admitted  Minifters  might  do ; though  he  fpoke  from  great 
authority,  when  hefaid,  the  foie  power  of  conferring  honours 
was  vefted  in  the  Crown,  upon  the  fpecial  confidence^  that  they 
ftiould  be  conferred  only  upon  thofe  who  defierved  them*,  and  if 
there  was  nothing  more  in  being  a lord,  than  the  advantage  of 
diftinclion  and  ceremony,  the  bauble  mind  might  be  gratified; 
the  injury  would  be  lels,  if  the  real  and  illuftrious  nobility  of 
the  realm  could  unpeer  themfelves — if  they  could  refign  the 
leflened  diftineftion,  the  degraded  honour,  like  the  govern*- 
ment  of  a country,  as  in  a late  cafe,  that  of  a nobleman, 
whofe  private  virtues  certified  his  public  character  ; a Noble- 
man who  had  attained  the  fummit  of  popularity,  without 
making  one  unworthy  facrifice  a Nobleman,  who  having 
no  competitor  in  chara£ler,  required  no  aftbeiate  in  power  ; 
a Nobleman,  who  on  any  great  emergency,  could  effedt 
more  in  this  country  than  the  whole  power  of  Government, 
fuch  as  it  is  ; a Nobleman  who  on  a great  emergency,  prefer^ 
ved  the  conjikutiony  the  church  and  the Did  he,  when  he 
commanded  the  hearts  and  hands  of  an  armed  community, 
did  he  “ ride  in  the  whlrlwindy  and  direB  the  form?  No — HE 
CALMED  iT.rt-Mr.  Shwidan  proceedfidTr-Tfeie  degradation  of 
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the  Houfe  of  Peers  mull:,  in  its  deftroy  the  grand  re- 

fource  of  the  conftltution,  the  great  afylum  of  the  king  and 
the  people.  What  were  the  nobility  ? They  were  legiflators, 
judges,  and  counfellors,  of  the  crown  — Strange,  that  fpe- 
cial  care  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  an  occafional  conformift 
from  being  a conftable ; an  occafional  freeholder  from  vo- 
ting at  an  eleffion,  and  no  prefervation  againft  an  occafio7ial 
Lord  being  a judge,  a Legiflator,  and  hereditary  Counfellor 
of  his  Prince, — Men  were  made  Peers,  whofe  chief  celebrity 
arofe  from  the  quejiionable  circumftances  attending  their  pa- 
tents of  Peerage. — Formerly  Kings  gave  reafonsin  their  pa- 
tents— fuch  as,  great  adions,  long  and  faithful  fervices  to  the 
common  wealth,  hereditary  worth,  but  if  the  pen  of  truth  en- 
grofled  the  patents  in  queftion,  how  muft  they  run — for  and 
in  confideration  of  4000  guineas, — for  and  in  confideratioii 
of  two  automatons  fold  and  delivered,  with  firings  and  wires, 
into  the  hands  of  the  minifler. — Or  whereas,  A.  B.  having 
voice  and  motion,  did  deliver  up  both  to  be  governed  by  us 
for  a certain  time,  in  a certain  place ; and  whereas  the  faid  A. 
B.  is  tired  of  being  the  machine,  and  is  willing  and  able  to 
provide  two  other  machines  ; now  we  taking  the  premifes  in- 
to our  moft  ferious  confideration,  and  perceiving  that  we  fliall 
thereby  obtain  two  for  one,  do  therefore,  and  fo  forth  —Thus 
the  gentleman  becomes  a right  truflee  and  well  beloved  coufin; 
but  the  unfortunate  men  thus  branded  with  a coronet,  fhould 
recolledl  that  \w\M\%  pur  chafed  relationfhip,  they  alfo  are  liable 
to  the  charge ; they  alfo  are  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mif- 
demeanor  We  affert,  that  Peerages  have  been  bartered  for 
gold  ; we  defire  the  opportunity  of  proving  the  afTertion.  Wc 
afTert  that  feats  have  been  given  in  one  Houfe  of  Parliament 
in  exchange  for  feats  in  the  other,  thereby  attempting,  and  in 
truth  effecting,  an  unconflitutional  influence  in  both ; this 
we  defire  to  prove.  The  fountain  of  honour  is  made  to  play 
into  one  channel,  with  a collateral  flream  Jupplying  the 

other,  it  is  a mockery  of  honours,  not  railing  the  man  to  the 
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peerage,  but  levelling  the  peerage  to  the  man.  It  is  a malig- 
nant war  carried  on  by  one  branch  of  the  legiflature  againft 
the  other  two,  depriving,  in  the  fame  ftreke,  one  Houfe  of 
confidence,  the  other  of  dignity, 

Mr.  Fonsonby.— I would  not  have  fpoken.  Sir,  on  this 
queftion,  indifpofed  as  I am,  were  not  my  mind  and  my  feel- 
ings flrongly  agitated  by  fome  arguments  which  I have  heard 
advanced  by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide.  An  hon.  member 
has  thought  proper  to  amend  the  refolution  of  my  Right  Hon. 
Friend,  by  inferting  the  word  any  in  the  place  of  late  and 
prejent  adminifiration.  I prefumefrom  the  manner  in  which 
this  amendment  was  propofed,  thofe  gentlemen  fuppofed  we 
were  adverfe  to  any  general  enquiry  of  this  kind,  and re- 
ject it.  7"he  fact  is  not  fo — and  I now  call  on  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, and  the  Flon.  and  Right  Flon.  Gentlemen  who  fo 
voci^eroufiy  approved  the  amendment — I call  on  them  now* 
to  fupport  this  refolution,  amended  as  it  is  to  their  own  wifh. 
If  they  do  not,  I hope  the  public  will  fee  the  trick  endeavour- 
ed to  be  played  on  them,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  con- 
templation of  gentlemen  but  to  get  rid  of  every  fpecics  of 
enquiry^ 

Another  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  when  an  Hon, 
Friend  of  mine  made  a quotation,  profelTed  to  quote  the  con- 
text of  that  quotation,  but  inftead  of  doing  fo  he  has  quoted, 
what  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  that  poem  my  friend 
alluded  to,  but  in  a very  bad  parody  upon  that  poem — Which 
was  the  Campaign  of  Mr.  Addifon — hence  the  conclufion  is 
pretty  obvious,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  genius  is  better 
fuited  to  burlefque  than  heroics. 

Gentlemen  have  faid,  Sir,  that  common  fame  is  no  ground 
for  my  Right  Hon.  Friend’s  niotion.  I deny  it.  No  man 
acquainted  in  the  fmallefl:  degree  with  parliamentary  hiftory 
will  deny  that  common  fame  is  ground  of  enquiry,  tho’  not 
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of  final  decifion.  But  if  gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  rifk  their 
gravity  or  reputation  by  inftituting  an  inquiry  on  the  ground 
cf  common  fame,  I will  (late  to  them  what  they  will  confider 
faiHcient  ground  for  this  enquiry — a Member  of  this  houfe 
ftanding  up,  and  he  afTerting  he  has  good  reafon  to  believe 
that  peerages  have  been  fold.  This,  Sir,  the  Gentlemen 
will  acknowledge  to  be  the  ground  of  enquiry.  Now,  Sir, 

I am  that  man.  I fay  I have  good  reafon  to  believe 
that  Peerages  have  been  fold  for  money-— nay  more,  I have 
Proof.  Give  me  a committee,  and  if  I do  not  eftablifh  my 
charge,  degrade  ms — let  me  no  longer  enj.oy  the  charafler  of  ' 
an  honeft  man.  I dare  you  to  it-^and  I rifk  my  reputation  on 
eftablifhing  the  faff. — But,  no  ; You  will  not  give  me  the  op- 
portunityr-you  are  not  afraid  of  falfhood  in  me,  but  of  proof 
againff  yourfelves  [ Good  God,  Sir  f the  peerage  of  the  land 
expofed  to  common  auflion  ! And  what  is  the  defence  ? Why 
the  fame  thing  has  been  done  before.'  What  then  ? The  rea-. 
foning  is  abfurd.  If  a criminal  act  pafs  unnoticed,  is  the  re^ 
petition  of  it — the  making  it  a part  of  the  fyffem  of  govern- 
ment— is  that  therefore  to  be  jnftified  ? Why,  Sir,  the  fin« 
gle  afl  might  be  paffed  over — it  is  making  it  the  daily  operati- 
on of  Government — the  fyftem  by  which  they  fubhft — that; 
calls  for  reprobation  and  punifhrnent. 

I hear  much,  Sir,  froin  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people — of  appeals  to  new  eleffions. — Gen- 
tlemen may  talk  flue?itlyy  Sir,  on  this  topic,  and  they  may  mahs 
that  appeal  with  fecurity  when  they  have  taken  good  care  by 
fuch  means  as  we  are  now  confidering  to  procure  a majority 
of  feats  in  this  Houfe.  Still,  Sir,  thefe  means  are  not  the 
lefs  criminal — means  fuch  as  never  before  were  made  ufe  of 
as  they  have  been  in  thiscountry — means  which  tend  to  raife 
the  vices  of  mankind  to  the  feat  of  virtue— -to  place  the  petty 
hogging  attorney,  the  man  who  has  accumulated  property  by 
the  moft  culpable  and  ungentleman-like  methods— to  make 
fuch  men  the  peers  of  your  land — the  hereditary  Counfellors 
of  the  Crown,  one  of  thefe  eftates  of  your  realm  ! — Good 
God ! are  you  Gentlemen ! do  you  hope  for  the  honour  of 
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Peeraga^as  a reward  for  ycur  fervice,  or  that  your  pofterity 
fliould  one  day  be  raifed  to  it,  and  will  you  bear  to  fee  the 
feat  of  honour  thus  debafed— thofe  Peerages  fold,  and  fold 
for  the  worfl:  of  purpofes,  the  purchafes  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ? 

But  we  are  told  this  motion  will  not  be  agreed  to  becaufc 
we  do  not  offer  the  country  a new  Conditution.  What  ? bc- 
caufe  we  do  not  propofe  this,  are  we  to  be  percluded  from 
corredting  any  abufes  ? — But,  why  fliould  we  propofe  this 
meafure  ? — Every  thing  originating  here,  is  blafled  in  the 
bud — we  face  the  North,  let  them  produce  the  meafure — with 
them  it  may  profper — but  it  is  the  infelicity  of  that  foil  that 
in  it  nothing  vegetates  but  the  weeds  of  rank  corruption.  I 
, now  repeat,  that  I have  proof  of  this  charge  againft  Admi- 
iiiftratlon,  give  me  a Committee,  and  I will  produce  it.  If 
you  were  innocent,  the  propofltion  affords  you  two  advanta- 
ges, the  opportunity  of  fully  eflablifhing  of  your  innocence, 
and  of  proving  my  falfhood. 

Here  the  queflion  was  called  for,  and  on  being  put,  there 
appeared, 

Ayes,  ^ 83 

Noes,  ^ — 135 

IMajorlty  againfl:  the  motion  — 52 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes, — Mr.  GPonfonby  and  Mr.Sheridait 

For  the  Noes,  — — M.  Beresford  and  Mr-  Barrington. 

On  the  5th  of  May  1791 — the  Lord  Lieutenant  conclud- 
ed this  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen y 

‘‘  Elis  majedy  having  dire£led  an  augmentation  to  be 
made  of  his  naval  forces,  in  order  to  add  weight  to  his 
reprefentatives  for  the  re-edablifliment  of  peace  between 
Rjuflia  and  the  Porte,  has  commanded  me  to  communicate 
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this  circum{Vance  to  his  parliament  of  Ireland,  on  wbofe 
zealous  and  affedfionate  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  his 
Majefty’s  crown  his  Majefty  places  the  firmeft  reliance. 

The  unremitted  application  you  have  given  to  your 
parliamentary  duties  enables  me  now  to  clofe  the  feffion,  and 
to  relieve  you  from  any  further  attendance ; and  I have  the 
King’s  directions  to  exprefs  his  perfeCt  fatisfaCtion  in  the  zeal 
and  difpatch  with  which  you  have  brought  the  public  bull- 
nefs  to  a concluiion^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hotife  of  Common  Sy 

His  Majefty  direCts  me  to  thank  you  for  tl^e  fupplies 
which  you  have  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  eftablifh- 
ments  and  the  honourable  fupport  of  his  government ; they 
{hall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are 
granted. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeuy 

1 have  obferved  with  peculiar  fatisfaCtion  the  attentlort 
you  have  fhewn  to  the  interefts  of  your  country,  by  facilitat- 
ing the  buftnefs  of  the  merchants  in  the  payment  of  duties, 
by  providing  accommodations  for  the  ftiipping  and  trade  of 
this  metropolis,  and  by  extending  the  operation  of  national 
credit.  The  falutary  proviftons  you  have  made  to  check  the 
immoderate  ufe  of  fpiritous  liquors  afford  the  ftrongeft  proof 
of  your  regard  for  the  public  welfare.  Succefs  in  tliis  de- 
firable  meafure  can  alone  be  expeCled  from  your  continued 
and  well  directed  efforts ; I therefore  truft  that  in  your  re- 
fpeCtive  counties  you  will  particularly  apply  yourfelves  to 
give  efficacy  to  the  regulations  you  have  adopted  on  this  im- 
portant fubjeCt.  On  my  part  no  endeavours  fhall  be  wanted 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  laws  fo  judicioufly  calculated  to 
preferve  the  health  and  amend  the  morals  of  the  people, 
and  to  advance  the  induftry  and  profperity  of  Ireland.  To 
thefe  objecSts  my  exertions  are  diredled  by  his  Majefty’s  com- 
mands, and  by  every  impidfe  of  inclination  and  duty.” 

CHAP. 
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Openhig  of  the  fejfion  ui  yanuary  1792. — motion  for  an  addrejs 
to  h'is  fficijejiy. — Mr*  Grattans  fpeech  thereupon.  — motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a hill  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
Speech  of  Sir  Her,  Langr'ijhe. — leave  given, — Heads  of  the 
bill  as  prefentcd  to  the  houfe — debates  'thereupon. 


E proceed  now  to  the  fucceeding  Teffion,  which  com- 
menced the  19th  of  January  1792.  After  the  lord  Lieutenant’s 
fpeech  which  contained  nothing  remarkable;  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  was  (as  ufual)  moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons.— On  this  occahon  the  following  fpeech  was  made  by 
Mr.  Grattan,  which  we  infert  here,  becaufe  it  recapitulates 
and  brings  into  one  point  of  view  moft  of  the  contefied 
fubje^ls  noticed  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work. 

I have  no  objection  (faid  Mr.  Grattan)  to  concur  in  e- 
rery  thing  honourable  to  his  Majefty — and  hncerely  do  re- 
joice in  every  circumftance  which  can  really  add  to  his  public 
and  private  happinefs. — I am  fure  every  circumflance  that 
can  tend  to  increafe  that  happinefs,  mud  give  pleafure  to  e- 
very  branch  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeefs,  and  to  none  more 
fincerely  than  to  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland,  who  mud  ever 
rejoice  in  the  aufpicious  i ncreafe  of  the  illudrious  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  whofe  acceCion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  dominions 
has  been  attended  with,  fo  many  bleffings  to  this  country,  as 
VoL.II  R well 
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well  as  every  other  part  of  the  empire — So  far  I am  ready  to 
concur  in  this  addrefs.  In  addrelies  of  this  kind,  declarations 
of  our  readinefs  to  fupport  the  different  eftablifhmcnts  of 
government  are  ufualand  perhaps  unneceffary. — But  I freely 
concur  in  that  part  of  the-declaration — and  am  not  only  wilU 
ing  to  fupport  thofe  eftablifhmentSj  but  even  any  new  elfa- 
blifhment  which  can  add  to  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  reign^ 
■Cl*  the  happinefs  of  his  family. — But  to  that  part  of  the  ad-' 
drefs  whkh  goes  to  declare  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  con- 
tinuing in  the  government  of  this  country  a Lord  Lieutenant 
and  an  admin iflration  whofe  meafures  I have  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  oppofe — and  who  have  uniformly  oppofed  every 
meafure  urged  for  the  good  of  this  country — I cannot  give 
my  affent.  It  would  be  equally  inconfiftent  and  abfurd  for 
men  firft  to  have  found  it  neceffary  to  oppofe  uniformly  the 
meafures  of  an  adminiftration,  and  then  to  return  thanks  to 
his  majeffy  for  continuing  that  adminiftration. — To  comply 
therefore  in  this  part  of  the  addrefs  with  the  unanimity  the 
young  nobleman  recommends,  would  be  to  render  the  com- 
pliment of  congratnlation  to  his  majefty — a farce. 

Either  the  oppofltion  would  appear  inftncere,  or  the  ad- 
drefs itfelf  miift  appear  fo. — But  I know  better  of  one  fide, 
and  I hope  better  of  the  other,  than  to  imagine  fuch  a circum- 
ftance.-^ — The  rPieafures  of  oppofition  have  not  been  lightly 
taken  up,  nor  will  they  lightly  abandon  the  efthrts  we  have 
already  made.  They  were  adopted  in  fincerity  of  heart, 
and  have  been  maintained  by  uniformity  of  conduct — they 
were  found  neceffary  to  preferve  againft  corruption  the  be- 
lance  of  the  ccnftitution,  and  they  have  been  fupportcd  by 
thofe  moft  intereftcd  in  preferving  that  balance. 

It  is  now  ten  years  fthce  you  recovered  your  conftiiution, 
and  three  fince,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  you  have  loft  it. — 

"i'  cur  prefent  mirfifters  made  two  atte.mpts  on  your  liberties  \ 
the  firft  failed,  and  the  feccnd  has  fucceeded — you  remember 

the 
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the  firft — you  remember  the  propofitions : the  people  of 
Ireland  would  not  confent  to  be  governed  by  the  Britifh 
parliament ; an  expedient  was  devifed — let  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment govern  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  Britain  govern^the 
irifh  parliament.  She  was  to  do  fo  fpecifically  in  thofe  fub- 
je£ts  in  which  fhe  has  been  moft  oppreflive — monopolies  of 
commerce  eaji  and  n.vej}.  We  were  to  put  down  the  Irifh 
conftitution  in  order  to  put  upBritifh  monopoly  againft  Irifli 
commerce.  The  miniftry  who  conduced  this  trick,  took 
care  to  make  the  Irifli  advance  by  a certain  number  of  pro- 
pofitions,  under  an  afTurance  that  the  Britifli  cabinet  would 
to  an  iota  accede,  and  they  made  the  Irifh  parliament  give 
an  additional  revenue  on  the  faith  of  that  acceflion.  They 
then  fufFered  the  propofitions  to  be  reverfed — turned  them 
againfl  the  country  from  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  pro- 
ceed, and  made  them  fatal  at  once  to  her  conflitution,  and 
to  her  commerce.  The  individuals  concerned  in  this  bufi- 
nefs,  fome  of  them  had  pledged  themfelves  againft  an  iota 
of  alteration ; they  broke  their  honour.  The  Irifli  minifter 
was  pledged  to  a fpecific  fyftem,  he  prevaricated ; in  the  at- 
tempt on  her  liberty  he  w^as  a violator — in  taking  her  taxes 
a /windier.  This  meafure  was  defeated  by  the  influence 
principally  of  that  part  of  the  ariftocracy  who  refufed  to  go 
through  the  bill,  and  who  has  been  difmi(jed.  They  who  made 
the  attempt  have  been  advanced  and  rewarded.  The  path 
of  public  treachery,  in  a principal  country,  leads  to  the  block, 
but  in  a nation,  governed  like  a province,  to  the  helm. 

The  fecond  attempt  Vvas  modelling  of  the  parliament 
in  1789,  fifteen  new  falarics,  with  feveral  new  penlions  to 
the  members  thereof,  were  created  at  once,  and  added  to  the 
old  overgrown  parliamentary  influence  of  the  crown — In 
other  words,  the  expenditure  of  the  interefl:  of  half  a million 
to  buy  the  houfe  of  Commons— the  fale  of  the  Peerage  and 
the  purchafe  of  feats  in  the  Commons — the  formation  of  a 
ftock-purfe  by  the  minifter  to  monopolize  boroughs,  and 
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buy  up  reprefentatlon.  This  new  practice  whereby  the 
minifter  of  the  crown  becomes  the  common  borough-broker 
of  the  kingdom,  conftitutes  ano5ence  fo  multitudinous,  and 
in  all  its  parts  fo  criminal,  as  to  call  for  radical  reformation, 
and  exemplary  punifhmcnt. — Whether  the  perfons  con- 
cerned be  Lord  Buckingham  or  his  fecretary,  or  thofe  who 
became  the  objedts  of  his  promotion,  becaufe  they  had  been 
the  minifters  of  his  vices, — it  was  a confpiracy  againffc  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  and  fought  to  eftabliOi,  and 
has  cftablifhed,  in  the  place  of  a limited  monarchy,  a corrupt 
defpotifm  *,  and  if  any  thing  refeues  the  perfons  fo  concerned 
from  the  name  of  traitors,  it  is  not  the  principles  of  law, 
but  its  omiilion,  that  has  not  deferibed  by  any  exprefs  pro- 
vifionary  ftatute,  that  patricide  of  which  thefe  men,  in  in- 
tention, and  in  fubftance,  are  guilty.  They  have  adopted  a 
pradlice  which  decides  the  fate  of  our  parliamentary  conftitu- 
tion.  In  vain  fhall  we  boafl  cf  its  bleffings,  and  of  its  three 
eftates,  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons,  when  the 
King  fells  one  eftate  to  buy  the  other,  and  fo  contaminates 
both.  The  minifter  has  fent  one  fet  of  men  packing  into 
the  Peers,  and  another  fet  of  men  packing  into  the  Com- 
mons j and  the  firft  he  calls  the  hereditary  council,  and  the 
latter  the  grand  council  of  the  nation,  and  both,  that  once 
great  and  auguft  inftitution — the  parliament.  Such  a con- 
dition, I fay,  puts  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  not  below  a re- 
public, but  any  other  form  of  genuine  and  healthy  govern- 
ment— it  is  not  mixed  monarchy  with  parts  happily  temper- 
ed, and  fo  forth — the  cant  of  grave  and  fuperannuated  ad- 
dreftes;  but  a rank,  and  vile,  and  limple,  and  abfolute 
government,  rendered  fo  by  means  that  make  every  part  cf 
it  vicious  and  abominable — the  executive  who  devours  the 
whole,  and  the  other  two  parts  which  are  thus  extinguifticd; 
of  fiich  a conftitulion,  the  component  parts  are  debauched 
by  one  another.  The  monarch  is  made  to  proftitute  the 
prerogative  of  honour  by  the  fale  of  honours— -the  Lords  by 
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the  purchafe;  and  the  Commons  proilitute  theU*  nature  bjr 
being  the  offspring  not  of  the  people,  but  of  a traffic,  and 
proftitute  themfelves  again  by  the  fale  of  their  votes  and  per- 
fons. 

I allow  the  Britifh  conflitution  thebeff,  and  I arraign  this 
model  as  the  worft,  becaufe  praflically  and  effentially  the 
Qppoflte  of  that  Britifli  conflitution.  The  Britifli  minifter 
has  given  an  account  of  the  Englifh  conftitution  which  he 
wiflies  to  extend  to  the  Irifli  conftitution — Ariftocracy,’^ 
fays  he,  reflecls  luftre  on  the  crown,  and  lends  fupport  and 
eff  eiftto  democracy,  while  democracy  gives  vigour  and  energy 
to  both,  and  the  fovereignty  crowns  the  conftitution  with 
dignity  and  authority — ariftocracy  is  the  poife,’*  fays  he — 
“ give  an  infufton  of  nobility.”  The  minifter  here  can 
anfwer  him — tie  who  fold  the  ariftocracy,  and  bought  the 
democracy — he  who  beft’  underftands  in  praflice  what  is  this 
infufton  of  nobility — He  who  has  infufed  poifon  into  this 
ariftocratic  and  this  democratic  divifton  of  power,  and  has 
crowned  the  whole  with  corruption — He  well  knows  all  this 
as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  to  be  theatric  reprefentation, 
and  that  the  conftitution  of  the  country  is  exadlly  the  reverfe 
of  thofe  fcenes  and  farces  which  are  afled  on  the  public 
ftages  of  impofture  and  hypocrify,  ^ 

By  this  trade  of  Parliament  the  King  is  abfolute — his  will 
5s  ftgnified  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who  are  now  as 
much  an  inftrument  in  his  hand  as  a bayonet  in  the  hands  of 
^ regiment.  Like  a regiment,  we  have  our  adjutant,  who 
fends  to  the  infirmary  for  the  old,  and  to  the  brothel  for 
the  young,  and  men  thus  carted  as  it  were  into  this  tioufe 
to  vote  for  the  minifter  are  called  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people.  Suppofe  General  Wafiiington  to  ring  his  bell,  and 
order  his  fervants  out  of  livery  to  take  their  (eats  in  congrefs. 
You  can  apply  this  inftance. 
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We  have  read  a defer iption  of  the  late  National  Aflembly 
of  France,  I can  fuppofe  fomething  more  degrading  even 
than  the  pi£lure — fuppofe  an  aflembly,  not  ruled  as  it  was 
I'uggefted  by  a club  of  Jacobiries,  but  by  a Svvifs  Major,  who 
robbed  the  Treafury  of  France,  and  bought  the  aflembly. 
You  can  apply  this  inflance. 

Mr.  Locke  has  the  following  palTage  : “ Such  Revolutions 
happen  not  upon  every  little  mifmanagement  in  public  aL 
fairs— great  mi  flakes  on  the  ruling  part — many  wrong  and 
inconvenient  laws,  and  all  the  flips  of  human  frailty  will  be 
borne  without  mutiny  or  murmur  ; but  if  a long  train  of  a- 
bufes,  prevarications,  and  artifices,  all  tending  one  way 
make  the  defign  vifible  to  tfle  people.”  Mt*.  Locke  then 
Rates  what  the  defign  is. 

What  I have  faid  concerning  the  leglflature/’  he  contU 
nues,  is  equally  true  concerning  the  fupreme  executive, — 
He  ads  contrary  to  his  trufl  when  he  either  e mploys  the 
force,  treafure,  or  offices  of  the  fociety  to  corrupt  the  repre- 
fentatives  and  gain  them  to  his  purpofe,  or  openly  corrupts 
the  eleclors  and  preferibes  to  their  choice  fuch,  whom  he,, 
by  folicitation,  promifes,  or  otherwife  has  previoufly  won  to 
his  defigns,  and  employs  them  to  bring  in  fuch  who  pro- 
rnifed  beforehand  what  to  vote  and  what  to  enaff.  Thus  to 
regulate  candidates  and  eleRors  and  new  model  the  ways  of 
eiecllon,  what  is  it  but  to  cut  up  government  by  the  roots, 
and  poifon  the  very  fources  of  public  fecurity  ? For  the  peo- 
ple having  referved  to  themfeives  the  choice  of  thei<:  repre- 
fentatives  as  a fence  tp  theif  properties,  could  do  it  for  no, 
other  end  but  that  they  might  be  always  truly  chofen,  and 
fo  chofen  truly  aR  and  debate  as  the  neceflity  of  the  com- 
mon-wealth Ihould  on  examination  be  judged  to  require  5 
and  this,  thofe  who  give  their  votes  before  they  hear,  are 
net  capable  of  doing.  To  prepare”  fuch  an  afTeinblyas  this, 
and  to  endeavour  to  fet  op  the  declared  abettors  of  his  own 
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v/i!l  as  the  true  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  is  certainly  as 
great  a breach  of  truft,  and  as  perfedf  a declaration  of  a de- 
lign  to  fubvert  the  government,  as  can  poffibly  be. 

I mufl:  obferve  on  this  pafTage  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Locke,  parliament  as  well  as  Kings,  may  abdicate ; and 
having  quoted  the  pafTage,  let  me  quote  the  declaration  and 
confeffion  of  the  Irifli  minifter  : half  a million  was  expend- 
ed by  government,  in  1769,  to  defeat  the  ariftocracy — that 
is,  to  buy  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  gentlemen 
may  now  force  government  to  expend  a greater  Turn  for  the 
fame  purpofe.’^  I will  now  ftate  the  fadt  as  appears  from  your 
eftabliihment,  and  as  you  all  allow  it  to  be,  the  interefl:  of 
about  that  fum  was  expended  to  buy  the  parliament,  and  it 

was  bought  accordingly.  I will  Ifate  another  account a 

ftock-purfe  was  made  by  the  minifter,  partly  out  of  the  fale 
of  peerages,  to  buy  up  feats  in  parliament  in  order  to  intro- 
duce only  fuch  men  as  had  previoufly  agreed  to  vote  with 
the  minifter  : and  both  fa6ls  conftitute  Teverally  or  jointly 
what  Mr,  Locke  calls  '‘f  preparing”  ftich  an  aftembly  as  he 
deferibes,  and  fetting  up  the  abetters  of  the  will  of  the  mlni- 
fler,  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  Here  is  the  prefent 
^pdel— the  trade  of  parliament  inftead  of  the  conftitution 
— fee  its  efFeefts  ; the  ftrongeft  queftion  that  could  be  puc 
to  the  nationality  of  the  Commons,  was  that  which  related 
to  the  trade  of  Ireland  with  the  Eaft — The  queftion  was 
limply  this  ; w'hether  Ireland  ftiould  exercife  that  trade,  0/ 
individuals  fell  it  to  the  minifter  of  the  crown,  acling  in 
Ireland  as  an  agent  to  the  Eaft-India  company,  and  after 
three  debates  it  was  determined  for  the  company — againft 
the  country,  by  her  ov/n  parliament,  under  the  influence  of 
her  minifter,  who  propofed,  that  Ireland  ihould  be  fatisiied 
with  the  right,  and  leave  the  profits  of  the  trade  to  the  com- 
pany— the  country,  by  her  exertions,  had  eftabliftied  the 
right ; the  individual,  by  corruption,  fold  the  exercife. 
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It  happened  in  1779,  that  the  claim  of  whal  they  call  free 
Trade,  had  gone  dire611y  to  the  exerclfe,  and  not  to  the 
right : it  faid,  that  nothing  but  a free  trade  could  fave  this 
country  from  impending  ruin  ; meaning  not  a title  to  trade, 
but  polTeffion — it  happened  alfo,  that  when  government, 
through  the  inflrumentality  of  her  parliament,  ftopped  the 
trade  of  Ireland  to  the  unoccupied  parts  of  the  eaft,  Spain 
interrupted  the  trade  of  England  to  the  unoccupied  parts  in 
the  north- wefi:,  and  ftood  with  refpe^l  to  England  as  govern- 
ment flood  with  refpefl:  to  Ireland — with  this  difference — 
Spain  was  a natural  and  open  enemy — the  other  carries  on  a 
war  againft  the  interefl  of  her  country  with  her  own  money, 
and  under  the  trufl  and  the  name  of  her  government. 

There  was  a circumflance  attending  this  treachery  that 
made  it  ftill  more  mortifying — this  very  government  had 
called  upon  Ireland  for  a vote  of  credit  againft  Spain,  and 
polled  the  Irilh  parliament  in  the  moll  extraordinary  and 
degrading  predicament,*  voting  money  to  a war  with  Spain 
for  interrupting  the  trade  of  England  to  the  north-weft,  and 
aftifting  England  in  interrupting  the  trade  of  Ireland  to  the 
eaft — aflifting  government  to  do  againft  Ireland  that  very 
acl  which  fiie  was  to  fight  Spain  for  attempting  to  commit 
sgalnll  Great  Britain. 

The  queftion  cannot  end  here  *,  it  is  the  caufe  of  free  trade 
and  free  conftitution  revived—that  caufe  for  which  this  coun- 
try committed  life  and  fortune-r-not  for  a barren  right,  but 
profitable  poffcflion— not  to  give  a portion  of  it  to  the  Eaft-^ 
India  company,  ftill  lefs,  to  fuffer  their  own  fervants  to  fell 
a portion  of  it  to  the  company’s  agent  reftdent  here  under 
the  name  of  your  minifter  : leaft  of  all,  to  fuller  that  very 
agent  to  draw  back  a portion  of  your  trade  by  pilfering  the 
treafury  to  buy  the  parliament,  and  to  betray  the  late  illuftrl- 
ous  acquilltions  of  their  country— on  this  principle  might 
gentlemen  give  up  the  Amerlc  an-European  colonial  trade— 


CToHectanea  Fcliti'ca. 


256 


it  would  be  only  a queftion  about  the  quantum  of  money 
expended  on  the  members,  and  the  quantum  of  danger  in- 
curred by  their  notorious  adfs  of  bribery  and  derelicSlion. 

The  rejecllon  of  a refponfibility  bill,  and  ftiil  more  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  reje<fted,  is  another  efFeci:  of  the 
trade  of  parliament— to  fay,  ^hat  without  refponfibility  in 
the  oliicers  of  fiate,  there  can  be  no  limited  monarchy, 
would  be  unnecefiary  in  any  enlightened  country  except 
Ireland ; indeed  the  exlfience  of  refponfibility  is  as  effential 
to  the  limitation  of  the  monarchy,  as  the  exlfience  of  a King 
to  monarchy  itfeif^  and  yet  when  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
argued  againft  the  bill,  fuch  ignorance  did  thefe  men  difplay, 
that  they  affirmed,  were  the  minifters  of  the  crown  refponfi- 
ble  in  Ireland,  for  what  they  did  by  the  orders  of  the  King, 
they  were  above  him — Viceroys  ever  him  ; and  tattle  of  that 
fort ; — thefe  men  who  have  been  talking  and  talking  about 
the  Britifii  confiitution,'  fiiewed  they  were  mifinformed  both 
of  the  fadl  of  the  confiitution  in  one  country,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  it  in  both — It  was  thus  La  Manca’s  knight  difeourfes 
about  the  perfe£fions  of  his  iniftrefs  whom  he  never  beheld. 
As  on  the  Eaft  India  queftion  they  had  refifted  their  Free 
Trade,  fo  here  they  refifted  their  free  confiitution,  and  con- 
tended for  abfolute  impunity  in  every  abufe  of  power  and 
prerogative  that  could  be  committed  by  the  fervants  of  the 
crown,  and  by  none  more  likely  to  be  committed  than  them- 
felves — a(fiing  under  the  authority  of  the  firfi:  magiftrate. 

They  were  the  more  inexcufable  for  this  dodtrine,  becaufe 
they  had  before  them  their  own  crimes — many  of  them  fat 
in  the  houfe  like  gorgeous  Satraps,  drefTed  in  their  own  ex- 
tortion— they  had  alfo  in  recolledion  the  crimes  of  their  pre- 
decefibrs,  of  thofe  lord  lieutenants  and  their  fecretaries  whom 
thefe  men  had  fupported. — In  1769  the  army  was  encreafed 
to  15,000  men,  under  compaifi  to  keep  within  the  kingdom 
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at  all  times,  except  invafion  or  rebellion  in  Great  Britain, 
12,000  men;  and  in  1779  you  had  not  5,000,  and  govern- 
ment got  your  own  confent  to  your  nakednefs — in  1773  a 
tenth  was  added  to  your  revenues,  on  compact  to  flop  the  fur- 
ther growth  of  debt,  and  in  1775  a prefented 

to  you — in  1785  new  taxes  were  prefented  on  fpecific  efti- 
mates  of  all  your  expences,  and  every  one  of  thofe  eftimates, 
inftantly,  and  ever  llnce,  grofsly  and  corruptly  exceeded — 
in  1783,  an  addition  is  made  to  the  place  of  the  private  lecre- 
tary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  on  compa(5l  that  he  is  not  to  have 
a penhon — He  takes  a penfion,  his  fuccelTor  keeps  the  ad- 
dition, and  the  nation  continues  faddled  with  both. — In 
176^*,  a King’s  letter  is  fent  over,  premifing  a fpecific  reduc- 
tion of  moil  of  the  offices  in  the  ordnance — in  1789  every 
word  of  the  letter  is  falfified,  and  every  falary  of  thole  places 
encreafed  for  parliamentary  inSuence.  In  1773,  a promile 
was  made,  in  confideration  of  new  taxes,  to  keep  the  boards 
of  (lamps  and  accounts  united — In  1789,  that  promife  is 
falfified,  and  they  are  divided  for  corruption.  In  1773, 
boards  of  revenue  are  united,  and  the  number  of  the  com- 
miffioners  on  compa£l  reduced — and  in  1789,  the  compafl 
is  broken  for  corruption. 

In  1785,  the'minlllers  In  the  refpe^llve  countries  come 
forward  with  two  fets  of  propofitions — the  Irilh  fecretary 
produces  one  part  of  the  plan  as  the  ultimatum  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  that  he  gets  your  taxes ; the  Englilh  miniller 
then  produces  the  other  part,  and  for  this  he"  aiks  your 
conllitution  ; and  Ireland  like  a poor  traveller  is  glad  to  e- 
fcape  with  her  life  and  liberty,  after  having  been  fleeced  by 
two  robbers. — I only  Hate  a few  inllances  of  perfidy  out  of  a. 
thoufand  inllances  of  Mai- Adminillration. 

Carthage,  or  what  the  Roman  hillorian  has  faid  or  Cartn- 
age,  has  not  exceeded  your  minilters  in  the  fallibilit  y of 
public  honour.  The  rciniflers  of  this  country  have  acted 
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here  on  the  principle  of  Eaft-lndia  adventurers ; but  here 
there  is  lefs  vigour  in  the  foil,  and  therefore  lefs  plunder  in 
your  government  ; fend  thefe  men  beyond  the  line — fend 
them  to  Aurora  and  Ganges,  and  that  principle  will  6e  ra- 
pine— keep  them  to  Ireland — it  is  peculation— it  is  the  fale 
of  the  couqtry  for  half  a million — it  is  robbing  the  country 
to  buy  the  parliament. 

The  perfons  who  oppofed  the  refponfibility  were  therefore 
perfecSlly  apprifed  of  its  neceffity,  they  (hould  have  felt  it  in  the 
general  principles  of  the  conftitution,  they  muft  have  felt  it 
in  the  particular  abufes  in  the  Irifti  conftitution,  they  felt  in 
their  own  particular  lituation,  that  the  minifter  of  Ireland, 
as  our  adminiftration  is  at  prefent  conftituted,  has  an  inter-* 
eft  oppoftte  to  the  welfare  of  the  country. — It  was  once  the 
object  of  the  Irifli  government  to  fupport  the  fupremacy  of 
the  Brltifti  parliament ; it  is  now  their  obje<ft  to  fupply  that 
fupremacy,  and  eftablifh  the  corruption  of  the  Irifh  in  its 
place. 

What  made  thefe  prefent  men  minifters  ? What,  but  a 
fteady  oppofttion  to  the  independent  exertions  of  parliament, 
and  an  activity  to  corrupt  it  ? The  liberty  of  the  country 
has  ferved  the  individual — it  has  made  their  treachery  preci- 
ous, and  corrupt  Irifhmen  muft  now  do  what  powerful 
Englifhmen  did  before  them. 

The  conftitution  of  parliament  may  be  divided  into  two 
parts— internal,  which  comprehends  the  exiftence  of  parlia- 
ment— and  external,  which  comprehends  its  creation ; as  to 
the  former  it  is  not  the  mete  exiftence,  but  the  independen- 
cy of  its  exiftence,  wherein  the  freedom  of  the  fubje(ft  con- 
fifts.  To  reftore  that  independency  a place-bill  was  intro- 
duced. The  Legiftators— the  purfe-bearers — the  grand  in- 
quilition  and  great  council  of  the  nation,  had  as  little  con- 
troul  on  the  monarch  as  his  beef-eaters.  When  the  place- 

bill 


2S9 


CoHfCtanca  JPoIlttca, 


bill  was  propofed  and  rejedled--.Brennus  and  the  Gauls—* 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  was  in  your  lobby  with 
his  mouth  in  every  man’s  ear,  and  his  touch  in  every  man’s 
palm — when  gentlemen  rejedted  that  bill  they  did  it  in  the 
paroxyfm  and  agitation  of  their  own  pelliknce; 

By  the  rejedHon  of  the  bill  they  feemed  to  declare,  that 
the  houfe  has  been  bought,  was  bought,  and  fhould  be 
bought  again— Among  other  arguments  againft  the  bill,  one 
was  advanced  by  authority— that  the  bill  would  prevent  the 
crown  from  combating  ariftocracy,  by  bribing  the  Irilla 
parliament.  What  an  argument  for  a radical  application— 
for  a decifive  meafure  to  bring  back  your  conftitution  to  its 
firft  principles  ! 

This  bill  was  rejedled  along  with  a penfion  bill — The  pen- 
£on  lifts  fo  called  are  two,  civil  and  military — but  the  r^^al 
penfton  lifts  are  numerous — they  diftribute  the  bounty  oz 
the  King  among  the  corruption  of  the  Senate — the  li- 
centioufnefs  of  the  court  and  the  enemies  of  the  realm.— 
This  is  called  a part  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown. — Corrup- 
tion has  not  only  reached  the  hearts  of  men — but  it  has  de- 
bafed  their  dialedl — and  our  public  language  is,  become  the 
fpeech  of  hypocrily  and  impofture. 

In  rejedling  both  thefe  bills,  the  minifterial  language  was, 
— it  is  true,  they  are  the  laws  of  England,  but  they  are  not  fit 
for  the  meridian  of  Ireland — this  is  much  more  than  afferting 
that  Ireland  fhould  not  be  free — it  is  aflerting  that  England 
fhould  be  free  and  Ireland  fliould  not — you  may  put  the 
queftion  of  fervitude  In  fuch  a fhape,  as  to  difguft  the  pride 
of  a Cappadocian.  The  lot  of  Ireland,  according  to  this 
reafoning,  becomes  particular  degradation — We  bear  mii- 
fortunes  patiently  becaufe  they  are  the  portion  of  man — but 
if  they  were  the  inheritance  of  you  and  of  me  only— if  the 
imperfection  of  the  difpenfations — ordinances,  and  degrees 
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of  nature  were  vlfited  on  one  tribe  of  the  human  fpecies  —if 
Providence  had  fpoken  like  the  mlnifiers  of  our  country — 
thefe  blefhngs  are  very  well  for  others,  but  they  are  too 
good  for  your  meridian,  I fear  that  the  tribe  fo  caft  off  would 
turn  to  execration,— and  till  Providence  (hall  mark  its  divine 
difpleafure  by  infli<Sling  feme  vihble  opprobrious  diftin^ion 
on  the  people  of  Ireland,  confirming  the  argument  of  their 
minifler,  and  denoting  its  intention  to  degrade  us,  I muff  to 
fuch  logic  remain  a difbeliever.  , It  was  once  in  this  country 
— equal  fate  and  equal  freedom the  ftile  is  now  chang- 
ed a little — equal  fate.— i.  e. — equal  fall,  but  inferior  free- 
dom— inferior  freedom  and  fuperior  profligacy. 

With  the  fame  view  to  fave  the  internal  purity  of  parlia- 
ment, we  propofed  a refolution,  tending  thofe  minifters  of 
the  crown,  employed  in  the  fale  of  peerages.  They  have 
made  the  honorific  prerogative  a nuifance — they  have  en- 
deavoured to  difgrace  one  houfe  of  parliament,  and  to  model 
both— they  have  invited  the  rabble  to  tread  upon  the  nobles; 
and  if  this  houfe  had  done  its  duty,  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  are  on  the  treafury  bench  fhould  be  lodged  in  the  tower. 

I have  fald  the  conftttutlon  may  be  divided  into  two  parts 
—internal  and  external ; to  preferve  the  former  we  intro- 
duced thofe  meafures,  and  with  a view  in  fome  degree  to 
diminifli  the  corruption  of  the  latter  we  introduced  a bill  for 

difqualifying  revenue  officers  from  voting  at  ele«5lions the 

bill  did  no  more  than  what  the  principles  of  the  conftitution 
required,  and  no  more  than  England  already  had  done  by 
ftatiite.  It  prevented  from  interfering  in  eledfion,  a fet  of 
men  who  are  in  a moft  abfolute  manner  dependant  on  the 
will  of  a minifter  5 men  who  have  from  their  office  the  power 
to  harrafs  and  opprefs  the  freedom  of  other  eleftors,  while 
they  have  no  power  to  a£l  with  freedom  themfelves  : they 
are  fo  many  votes  taken  out  of  the  democratic  fcale,  and 
thrown  into  that  of  the  other  fide,  and  inftead  of  adding  to 

the 
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the  number  of  free  eledlors,  are  fo  many  votes  to  be  deducSIed 
from  thence.  The  difqualifying  bill  was  more  neceflary  in 
Ireland,  becaufe  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  revenue  lit  in 
parliament;  your  colle(Stors  are  members— your  commillion- 
ers  are  menabers — are,  in  fome  cafes,  of  courfe  to  try  their 
own  conftituents.  They  are  not  only  members---they  are 
minifters.— they  are  not  only  minifteKS---they  are  borough 
patrons,  and  form  a great  ariftocratic  influence  by  .virtue 
and  abufe  of  their  commlflions. 

The  trade  of  parliament  is  like  original  fm — it  operates 
through  all  political  creation,  and  would  lead  me  to  various 
other  inftances  in  which  this  country  has  been  deceived  and 
exhaufted,  and  in  no  inftances  more  frequently  than  in  the 
artifices  whereby  this  trade  has  endeavoured  to  ftiftain  itfelf. 
You  remember  the  140,000!.  and  the  three-fold  falfehoods 
annexed — trade-equalization  of  expence— -and  non-accumu- 
lation of  debt. — The  firft  promife  failed  at  the  outfet — the 
equalization,  the  fecond  promife,  was  alfo  faUifled — the 
government  faifified  every  one  of  its  own  eftimates,  not  of 
neccflity,  as  has  been  fuggefted,  or  from  national  charges 
jmpofed,  but  voluntarily,  prodigally,  and  corruptly. — Pll 
remind  them  of  fome  of  their  expences  ; do  they  remember 
the  prodigalities  of  your  penlion  in  1786,  and  the  profufton 
of  their  park  expences,  at  which  the  minifters  laughed,  when 
they  voted  ? Do  they  remember  the  corruptions  of  Lord 
Buckingham,  which  corruption  the  gentlemen  acknowledg- 
ed when  they  voted  for  the  third  promife — Non-accumulati- 
on of  debt  fails— when  that  of  equalization  fails,  the  minlf- 
ter  who  is  guilty  of  exceeding,  is  guilty  of  debt,  and  not  he 
who  provides  for  it — they  get  a lottery  which  is  a refource  to 
debt  to  fupply  the  current  corruption  of  the  year,  and  they 
introduce  this  lottery  under  colour  of  diminifliing  the  inter- 
eft  ofthe  loan,  and  when  eftabliftied  apply  the  annual 
amount  to  the  eftablifhment  ; they  had  gotten  140,000!. 
taxes,  8o,oooL  lottery ; this  won’t  do,  they  get  a grofs  fum 
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of  60, cool,  from  the  bank,  and  inftead  of  applying  to  liqui- 
date, give  it  to  the  eftablifliment — 80, cool,  per  annum  lot- 
tery, 6o,ogo1.  bank. — For  what  ? in  the  trade  of  parlia- 
ment they  raife  aiictht^r  revenue — the  new  duties  on  fpirit. 

They  raifed  the  duty  Juft  to  that  criminal  and  critical 
point  which  left  the  intoxication,  and  encreafcd  the  revenue, 
to  take  away  at  once  the  underftanding  of  the  people  and 
their  money;  the  encreafe  of  the  duty  on  whifkey,  they  made 
an  excule  for  railing  the  duty  on  rum ; as  that  duty  ftood 
before,  it  was  higher  than  the  proportion.  In  England  the 
proportion  is  about  i to  3,  in  Ireland  2 to  3 ; violating  the 
proportion  he  profelTed  toobferve,  to  filch  the  revenue  he 
pretended  to  adjure,  he  had  engaged  to  encourage  the 
brewery,  as  he  had  promifed  to  deprefs  the  fpirit ; and  was 
as  fallacious  in  the  encouragement  of  the  one,  as  in  the  de- 
preflion  of  the  other — his  whifkey  was  to  be  rendered  un- 
attainable by  railing  it  a farthing  a pint ; ftrong  beer  was  to 
be  brought  into  confumption  by  lowering  it  the  icoth  part  of 
a farthing  a quart ; here  is  his  ultimate  line  of  encouragement 
and  depreflion  of  bringing  a wholefome  beverage  Into  gene- 
ral ufe,  and  banilhing  a poifon  - the  minifter  had  filched  by 
this  trick,  his  drawback  on  the  loan,  which  was  70,000!.  he 
had  filched  what  was  eftimated  at  about  40>oool.  belide  on 
fpirit,  and  in  conlideration  of  this  he  offers  you  beer  at  3d.  a 
barrel,  reduced  price.  The  fadl  is,  the  price  of  beer  is  now 
encreafed — the  gentlemen  who  fir  ft  propofed,  difeiaimed  the 
bulinefs,  and  faw  the  duplicity — they  had  determined  not 
only  to  give  the  brewery  decilive  advantage,  by  lowering  the 
duty,  but  by  taking  off  reftri<ftions  on  the  trade.  I pafs  over 
the  fale  mealure,  by  which  the  brewer  is  now  taxed  and  ag- 
grieved : hear  how  they  have  taken  off  the  reftri<ftions— by 
adding  to  them— they  have  impofed  a new  reftri<ftion  affect- 
ing the  quantity  of  liquor  each  brewer  is  to  make,  and  to 
exclude  the  fmaller  brewer  from  the  trade,  they  add  a new 

reftriCtion, 
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reftri^lion,  and  thcydeft  one  of  the  worft  of  the  old— the 
divihon  of  the  breweries. 


On  the  fame  plan  of  encouragement,  he  agreed  to  permit 
the  importation  of  foreign  hops.  We  had  kept  down  our 
brewery  in  compliment  to  the  brewers  of  London — we  put 
it  under  inconveniencies  in  compliment  to  the  hop-growers 
of  England — we  had  excluded  all  foreign  hopes  and  this 
monopoly  of  our  confumption,  our  negociators  of  the  pro- 
pofiitions  ftated  not  as  a favour  to  England  but  an  obligation 
to  her — they  have  fince  changed  their  opinion,  and  learned 
that  Flanders  may  grow  hops  as  well  as  England  —They 
agreed  therefore  that  foreign  hops  fhould  be  importable  at 
3d.  per  lb.  which  is  twice  as  much  as  the  duty  on  Englilh  ; 
and  then,  in  mockery  of  what  they  themfelves  had  agreed  to, 
they  propofed  in  that  repofitory  of  unconftitutional  matter 
—the  revenue  bill — a claufe  which  prohibited  the  Import  of 
foreign  hops  except  when  Britiili  amt^unted  to  9I.  the  cwt. 
— fo  that  however  dear — however  bad  the  Englifh  hops 
might  prove,  you  muft  take  them  unWfs  they  come  to  fucli  a 
price  that  England  cannot  export  them — Here  is  the  fatal 
hand  of  an  Irifh  cabinet  legiflatingagainft  Ireland  to  promote 
its  own  credit  in  the  court  of  Great  Britain — Thus  (lands 

the  conduit  of  the  minifter On  this  fubjeit  he  had  dif- 

claimed  revenue--he  had  filched  what  was  eftimated  at  above  ' 
ioo,oool — he  had  profefied  to  (lop  the  ufe  of  whi(key— he 
had  raifed  it  Jd.  the  pint — he  had  profefTed  to  preferve  the 
Britifh  proportion  in  the  duty  of  rum— he  violated  that  pro- 
portion— he  had  profefTed  to  give  the  brewery  decifive  en- 
couragement by  lowering  the  duty  on  beer — he  funk  the  du- 
ty the  hundreth  part  of  a farthing  a quart — he  had  propofed 
to  leave  the  brewer  free;  he  felt  one  grievous  reftriilion  and 
added  another — he  had  profelfed  to  agree  to  permit  the  im- 
port of  foreign  hops ; he  fixes  the  line  of  permifTIon  at  an 
impoffible  price.  Thefe  meafures  were  too  bad,  and  there- 
fore it  became  nccelTary  to  do  fomething  bearing  a refemb- 
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!a^ce  tp  what  he  had  profeiTed-  -the  difcguragement  of  the 
life  of  fpirits.  He  therefore  borrows  from  a right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  a bill  of  regulation— that  bill,  every  efficient 
part  of  whi?:h  is  the  formation  of  the  right  honourabl'C 
Gentlen^an,  is  the  only  meafure  that  gives  any  change  of  re- 
lief from  that  fituation  to  which  the  duties  adopted  by  the 
miniftry  lead-— an  increafeof  revenue  and  a continuation  of 
drunkennefs 

From  what  I have  Itated  of  the  fituation  of  your  parliament^ 
and  from  the  condu£l:  of  that  parliament,  under  the  influence 
of  fuch  a fltuation,  your  political  liberty  is  iii  much  danger. 
— What  is  the  fl:ate  of  your  civil  liberty  ? Four  a<fl:ions  are 
brought  for  certain  publications  againfl:  one  printer,  and  with- 
out fpecifying  any  lofs  they  lay  their  damages  to  the  amount  of 
8,oool.  The  judge  grants  different  flats  to  oblige  the  printer 
to  give  bail  to  that  amount — and  the  printer,  unable  to  fur- 
nifli  flich  bail,  is  committed  to  prifon  *,  here  is,  bythejudge 
io  acting,  a breach  of  the  great  charter — he  deprived  the  fiib- 
jefl  oflhis  liberty  in  a cafe  which  deprived  the  prefs  of  its  free.- 
dom,  and  he  did  this  againfl  a pofitive  ciaufe  in  Magna 
Charta,  which  forbids  exceflive  bail,  and  he  did  this  on  a 
principle  which  would  enable  him  equally  to  deprive  every 
other  fubje(fl  in  the  kingdom  of  his  freedom,  againfl  whom 
any  adion,  however  frivolous,  was  broughto 

The  printer  having  fuffered  almpft  to  ruin  under  an  arbi- 
trary judgment,  became  a fubject-  for  parliamentary  enquiry 
— but  here  a perfon  much  more  criminal  than  the  judge — the 
minifter  ftands  forth — he  comes  with  all  the  patronage  of 
the  crown  to  fereen  from,  juflice  all  thefe  attacks  on  the  liber- 
ty of  the  fubje£l,  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  But  was  it 
friendffiip — was  it  private  fcendernefs  ; no,  he  betrayed  the 
judge  in  the  moment,  and  in  the  manner  of  defesiding  him 
— he  confefled  the  crime  when  he  fereened  the  criminal— 
The  miniftry  are.  enemies  to  the  inquifitoriaf  power  of  the  peo- 
V0LL4  Ilr  S pie— 
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pie — a proceeding  againft  an  erroneous  judge  might  be  a pre- 
cedent againft  an  hot — an  intemperate  and  an  arbitrary  mi- 
nifler — they  who  had  libelled  the  people  of  Ireland  as  grofs 
and  ftupid,  would  not  like  to  lee  that  people  exercife  their  in- 
^queft  over  the  word  or  even  the  bed  of  judges.  The  people 
might  quedion  the  fale  of  the  peerages,  they  might  queftion 
the  expenditure  of  the  half  million — they  might  quedion  the 
attack  on  the  rights  of  the  city — when  therefore  the  minider 
fcreened  the  judge — it  was  partly  on  a principle  that  the 
rioufe  of  Commons  fliould  not  proceed  againd  date  offen- 
ders— it  was  not  that  they  hated  the  judge  .W},  but  that  they 
hated  judice  more — the  honourable  mover  faid  lie  dropped 
the  quedion — I think  him  right— -The  offence  of  the  judge 
is  wafhed  away — he  has  been  puniflied  in  the  treachery  with 
which  he  has  been  defended — he  has  been  puniQied  in  hav- 
ing a rival,  his  patron,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
his  advocate  : as  his  offences  are  wafhed  away — fo  are  they 
eclipfed  by  the  crime  of  the  minidry— that  minider,  who, 
fydematically  and  deliberately  bad,  could  fereen  with  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown — a judge  whofe  offence  they  acknow- 
ledge— whofe  chara<der  they  betray — whofe  authority  they 
undermine,  and  whofe  power  they  continue. 

The  minidry,  for  wdiofe  continuation  you  are  now  to 
thank  the  King,  have  not  only  attacked  civility  by  protedfing 
the  errors  of  judges,  but  by  making  their  feats  part  of  the 
patronage  of  the  minider  in  the  H.  of  Comnions — a refpedt 
for  the  conditution  is  fatal  to  the  pretenlions  of  a lawyer — a . 
difregard  for  liberty  is  a qualification  fufficient  for  him — the 
barridcr  is  brought  from  his  fiudies  in  the  hall,  to  his  compli- 
ances in  the  fenate — in  vain  fhali  the  minider  affurne  a regard 
for  the  common  law,  to  apologize  for  his  contempt  for  the 
conditution,  when  he  undermines  the  law  as  well  as  that  con- 
ditution, by  making  a corrupt  political  traffic  of  both,  and 
mortgages  the  feats  of  Judice,  to  reward  parliamentary  com- 
pliance— it  is  worle  than  an  illegal  opinion,  or  an  attack  on 
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corporal  rights— it  isfowing  the  feeds  of  illegality  in  the  ve- 
ry bed  of  juftice.  That  minifter  who  makes  the  law  arrange- 
ment a part  of  parliamentary  patronage,  fells  thefeatsof 
juftice  ; he  who  fells  the  feats  of  juftice,  fells  the  law  ; aniH 
ke  who  fells  the  law  of  the  country,  fells  his  loyalty. 

I fhall  be  told  of  many  learned  men  of  the  law,  fitting  in 
this  Houfe.  I make  not  the  leaft  doubt ; but  if  it  Is  neither 
fcpute  nor  learning,  but  the  tender  of  both  at  the  feet  of  the 
minifter,  that  muft  raife  them  to  the  bench,  I condole  with 
them,  and  ftill  more  with  their  country. 

There  are  various  inftances  in  which  the  corruption  of  the 
fenate  touches  the  condition  of  private  life,  inftances  which, 
cannot  be  well  pronounced  to  attack  either  the  political  or 
civil  liberty,  yet  accomplifii  an  abundance  of  mlfchief  *,  the 
police  ejlablijlmient  of  the  city  of  Duhliriy  repeatedly  patronized 
by  the  prefent  adminiftralton,  is  of  this  nature,  an  inftituti- 
on  planned  to  corrupt  your  maglftracy  and  to  procure  a 
guard  which  neglecfts,  infults,  and  has  committed  robbery  on 
the  citizens  ; they  applied  for  redrefs  and  found  in  govern- 
ment an  accomplice  ; the  charge  for  this  public  nuifance  haP 
been,  fince  its  eftablifliment,  near  ioo,oooh 

The  rejedion  of  the  barren  land  bill  is  another  fubject, 
where  the  trade  of  parliament  has  touched  the  private  intereft 
of  men  and  the  intended  oeconomy  of  the  country,  a fubjefl; 
if  compared  to  what  has  been  mentioned  already,  a trifle— 
but  as  explanatory  of  principle,  a volume.  The  bill  provi- 
ded, that  lands  which,  byreafon  of  their  barrennefs,  had 
been  exempt  from  tithe,  flaould  continue  fo  for  feven  years, 
uptwithftanding  their  cultivation  j the  principle  of  this  bill 
was  an  immediate  addition  to  the  income  of  the  kingdom;, 
and  a reverfionary  addition  to  that  of  the  church  : upon  its 
principle  it  was  rejected  by  the  influence  of  government,  and 
of  that  very  government  who  bad  before  declared  the  bill  to 
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be  the  bell  ever  brought  into  parliament.  Three  bills  had 
been  introduced  in  1788,  one  for  rape,  another  for  flax, 
and  the  third  for  barren  land.  The  minillry  corapromifed, 
that  two  fliould  be  facrificcd  to  the  bifliops,  and  one  Ihould. 
be  conceded  to  the  country.  They  wenc  farther,  and  their 
Atr.»gen.  declared,  that  the  bill  in  queftion,  viz.  the  barren- 
land  bill,  was  the  beft  ever  brought  into  parliament ; and  he 
took  on  himfelf  the  modelling  fome  claufes  to  fecure  the  aflent 
ef  the  bilhops — the  bifliops  or  fome  who  led  them,  were  thep. 
iuppofed  to  have  broken  faith  with  government,  as  govern- 
ment after  broke  its  engagement  with  the  country,  and  re* 
Jecled  this  very  bell  qf  all  pofliple  bills  on  the  worft  of  all  pof- 
flble  motives — for  the  votes  of  the  bifliops  in  parliament.  Foj: 
that,  they,  the  minifters,  fold  this  bill — they  fold  it  to  the 
lords  fplritual,  juft  as  they  had  before  fold  their  honours  to 
the  lords  temporal.  Such  a ftep  would  fcarce  be  credible, 
except  under  an  adminiftration  who  had  prevaricated  on  the 
fubjecft  of  the  propofltions,  under  whofe  venal  aufpices  feats 
of  juftice,  peerages,  the  eftablilhment,  and  now  the  bills  and 
proceedings  of  parliament,  like  their  own  talents  and  acftivity, 
were  all  fold  for  parliamentary  compliances. 

I congratulate  the  church  on  its  alliance  with  fuch  niinif- 
ters  of  the  crown  : but  let  me  affure  them  it  will  not  ferve 
their  promotion,  they  live  under  an  adminiftration  which  has 
but  two  principles  of  promotion — for  church  or  law — or  any 
thing — Englifh  reopmraendation  and  Irifli  corruption. 

What  is  the  cafe  of  do£lor  Kirwan  ? That  man  preferred 
our  country  and  our  religion,  and  brought  to  both  a genius 
fuperior  to  what  he  found  in  either — he  called  forth  the  la- 
tent virtues  of  the  human  heart,  and  taught  men  to  difcover 
in  themfelves,  a mine  of  charity,  of  which  the  proprietors 
had  been  unconfcious ; in  feeding  the  lamp  of  charity  he  had 
almoft  exhaufted  the  lamp  of  life  j he  comes  to  interrupt  the 
repofe  of  the  pulpit,  and  fhakes  one  world  with  the' thunder 
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of  the  other:  the  preacher’s  delk  becomes  the  throne  of  light 
—around  him  a train — not  fuch  as  crouch  and  fwagger  at  the 
levees  of  princes — nor  fuch  as  follow  the  proceflion  of  the  vice- 
roys— horfe,  foot  and  dragoons,  but  that  wherewith  a great 
genius  peoples  his  own  ftate  ; charity  in  ecftacy,  and  vice  in 
humiliation — not  as  with  you  in  cabinet  againft  the  people-— 
but  in  humiliation — vanity,  arrogance,  and  fancy  empty 
pride,  appalled  by  the  rebuke  of  the  preacher^  and  cheated 
for  a moment  of  their  native  improbity  and  infolence. 

What  reward  ? St.  Nicholas  within,  or  St.  Nicholas  without. 
The  curfe  of ^wift  is  upon  him,  to  have  been  born  an  IrifimaH 
— to  have  been  a man  of  genius,  and  ufed  it  for  the  good  of  his 
country.  Had  this  man,  inftead  of  being  the  brighteft  oi  prea- 
chers, been  the  dulleft  of  lawyers— had  he  added  to  dulnefs, 
venality — had  he  aggravated  the  crime  of  venality,  by  his  fe- 
natorial  fituation — he  had  been  a judge — or  had  he  been  born 
a blockhead,  bred  a flave,  and  trained  up  in  a great  Englilh 
family,  and  handed  over  as  a houfehold  circumftance  to  the 
Irifli  viceroy,  he  would  have  been  an  Irilh  biQiop  and  an  I- 
rifh  peer^  with  a great  patronage,  perhaps  a borough,  and 
had  returned  members  to  vote  againft  Ireland — and  the  Irifh 
parochial  clergy  muft  have  adored  his  ftupidity,  and  deified 
his  dulnefs.  But  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  Ireland  is  not 
the  element  in  which  a native  genius  can  rife,  unlefs  he  fells 
that  genius  to  the  court,  and  atones  by  the  apoftacy  of  his 
condueft  for  the  crime  of  his  nativity.  Unde  derivata  hcec  cla^’ 
des  P in  four  words  I Will  tell  you  in  the  trade  of  parliament  : 
— it  is  a matter  to  confider,  how  a man  bred  up  in  the  fchool 
of  liberty,  how  a foreigner  would  {peak  to  you  on  your  pre- 
fent fituation--  he  would  perhaps  addrefs  the  gentlemen  of ' 
this  houfe  in  the  following  manner— “ You  put  on  the  fword, 
and  would  have  drawn  it  for  your  freedom,  and  failing,  you 
had  died  in  the  field  or  had  bled  on  the  fcafFold — in  that  e- 
vent,  the  Attorney  General  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  had 
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profecuted,  and  the  Chief  Juftlce  had  pronounced  fentencej 
and  the  boys  of  your  court  would  have  fhouted  at  the  execu** 
tion  of  the  patriots.— How  comes  it  that  of  the  men  that 
would  have  been  your  executioners,  fome  of  them  have  be- 
come your  miniflers  r Your  madnefs  is  not  become  a general 
difeafe,  we  do  not  find  that  the  Englifli  after  their  revolution 
made  father  Peter  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  or  that  general 
Bender  has  placed  Vandernoot  at  the  head  of  the  Imperial  ar- 
my— America  had  enemies,  but  fhe  difpofed  of  them  in  a dif- 
ferent manner  ; you  have  put  into  commiflion  your  enemies, 
and  you  have  baniflied  your  friends — we  fee  with  aflonilh- 
ment,  and  in  it  we  blufli  for  the  abortive  efforts  of  national 
ifpirit;^, the  mortifying  infignificance  of  public  opinions  and 
the  degrading  contempt  into  which  the  people  of  your  coun- 
try have  fallen,  with  all  their  fhouts  and  addreffes.  We  fee 
your  old  general  who  led  you  to  your  conftitution,  march  off 
— difmiffed  by  yoUr  miniflry  as  unfit  to  be  trufted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  a county — the  cockade  of  government  flruck 
from  his  hat — That  man  whofe  accomplifhments  gave  a 
grace  to  your  cauie,  and  whofe  patrlotifm  gave  a credit  to 
your  nobles,  whom  the  rabble  itfelf  could  not  fee  without 
veneration  as  if  they  beheld  fomethingnot  only  good  but  fa- 
cred — the  man  who  drooping  and  faint  when  you  began  your 
flruggles,  forgot  his  infirmity,  and  found  in  the  recovery  of 
your  conilitution  a vital  principle  added  to  his  own — the  man 
who  fmit  v/ith  the  eternal  love  of  fame  and  freedom,  carried 
the  people’s  ftandard  till  he  planted  it  on  the  citadel  of  free- 
dom— fee  him  difmjiiTed  from  his  government  for  thofe  very 
virtues,  and  by  that  very  miniflry  for  whofe  continuance  you 
are  to  thank  the  king. — fee  him  overwhelmed  at  once  with 
the  adoration  of  his  country,  and  the  difpleafure  of  her  mi- 
niflers.— The  hiilory  of  nations  is  often-times  a farce — what  is 
the  hiilory  of  that  nation  that  having,  at  the  hazard  of  every 
thing  dear  in  a fx^ee  ccnflitution,  obtained  its  miflrefs,  banifhes 
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the  champion  and  commits  the  honour  of  the  lady  to  the 
care  of  the  raviflier  ? There  was  a time  when  the  vault  of  li- 
berty could  hardly  contain  the  flight  of  your  pinion  ; fome  of 
you  went  forth  like  a giant  rejoicing  in  hisflrength  ; and  now 
you  ftand  like  elves,  at  the  door  of  your  own  pandemonium. 
The  armed  youth  of  the  country,  like  a thoufand  flreams 
thunder  from  a thoufand  hills,  and  filled  the  plain  with  the 
congregated  waters  in  whofe  mirror  was  feen  for  a moment 
the  watery  image  of  the  Britifh  conllitution— the  waters  fub- 
fide — the  torrents  ceafe — the  rill  ripples  within  its  own  bed, 
and  the  boys  and  children  of  the  village  paddle  in  the 
brook.” 

Sir,  whenever  freedom  lhall  be  properly  underflood,  de- 
pend upon  it  the  gentlemen  of  this  country  will  be  •^fliamcd 
of  the  condition  they  bear,  and  the  queflions  they  have  made 
upon  it — in  the  mean  time  I can  account  for  their  patience— 
the  Irifli  are  accuftomed  to  be  trodden  upon — uniformly, 
fays  Junius,  has  Ireland  been  plundered  and  opprelTed.  It  Is 
not  fo  in  England  : — defe^llve  in  fome  particulars,  as  the  con- 
flitution  of  England  may  ftill  be,  yet  with  all  thofe  defects 
England  has  a conflitution,  and  fhe  has  alfo  maxims  as  well 
as  laws  to  preferve  it — they  have  not  been  blefled  in  England 
with  a fucceflion  of  lord  lieutenants,  fecretaries,  whofe  foie 
occupation  has  been  to  debauch  the  political  morality  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  ifland — no  minifler  will  venture  to  tell  the 
gentlemen  of  England  that  they  muft  be  bought — ^no  man  will 
venture  to  fay  that  the  befl:  minifler  is  he  who  buys  parlia- 
ment the  cheapeft.  Men  do  fometimes  aefert  or  oppofe  their 
own  party — but  not  themfelves  and  their  own  lift  of  mea- 
fures — a man  does  not  in  England  publicly  crofs  the  houfe  to 
reverfe  every  part  of  his  condufl,  and  then  hold  out  his  lit- 
tle paw  to  the  minifler  like  a penny  boy.  There  was  indeed 
one  man  in  England  fuppofed  to  have  done  fo  ; but  he 
was  in  England  a prodigy — let  me  add  he  was  an  Iilfh  fecre- 
tary.  , 
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The  people  of  this  country  fuppofe  that  England  accOdec^ 
to  their  liberties,  and  they  were  right ; but  the  pfefeht  mr- 
niftry  have  fent  the  curfe  after  thatbleffing — hear  the  curfe ! 
"‘You  have  got  rid  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  but  we  wilt 
buy  the  Irifli — you  have  fhaken  off  our  final  Judicature ; buff 
we  will  fell  yours — you  have  got  your  free  trade,  but  wc  will 
make  your  own  parliament  fuffer  our  monopolifts  in  one 
quarter  of  the  globe,  to  exclude  you  ; and  you  fhall  remain 
content  with  the  right,  deftitute  of  the  pofTeffion. 

“ Your  corporate  rights  fhall  be  attacked,  and  you  fhall 
not  flir — the  freedom  of  your  prefs  and  the  perfonal  freedom 
of  the  fubje£l  fhall  be  outraged,  and  you  fliall  not  arraign — 
your  city  fhall  be  put  under  contribution  to  corrupt  its  ma- 
giftracy,  and  pay  a guard  to  negle£l  and  infult  her — the  feats 
of  juftice  fhall  be  purchafed  by  perfonal  fervitude,  and  the 
qualification  of  your  judges  fhall  be  to  have  borne  their  fuff- 
rage  and  teftimony  againft  the  people.  Taxes  fhall  be  drawn 
from  the  poor  by  various  artifices  to  buy  the  rich — your  bills, 
like  your  people,  fhall  be  fold,  you  fhall  fee  the  genius  of 
your  country  neglected — her  patriotifm  difmiffed  from  com- 
milHon,  and  the  old  enemies  of  your  conftitution  made  the 
rulers  of  the  realm.” 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1792,  Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe 
flated  his  promifed  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics 

of  Ireland. “ It  is  now  juft  ten  years  (faid  he)  fince  the 

caufe  of  the  Roman  Catholics  particularly  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament — fince  we  took  our  laft  review  of  thofe 
laws  which  the  paiKons  and  prejudices,  perhaps  the  preffure, 

‘ of  an  intemperate  feafcn,  had  entailed  upon  them. 

I think.  Sir,  the  prefent  times  and  circumftances  invite  us 
to  reiume  that  duty. 

The  good  offices  we  owe,  one  to  another — the  indulgence 
which  is  due  to  fellow  fubjeifts,  recommended  and  endeared 
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the  ttnimpeachable  condu£t  of  a century,  the  conCderati- 
on  that  we  owe  to  the  national  profperity,  all  unite  in  calling 
our  attention  to  the  revifion  of  this  fubje<St,  at  a time  when 
the  ‘public  mind  is  becoming  more  enlightened,  and  prejudi- 
ces and  jealoufy  are  every  day  yielding  to  Confidence  and  af- 
fcftion; 

It  is  not  without  much  fatisfa£lion,  and  I may  be  allowed 
to  fay,  with  forhe  little  pride  too,  that  I take  a part  in  this 
grateful  duty  ; as  I confider,  amongft  the  fei^  honours  of  my 
htimbfe  life,  that  of  being  almoft  the  firfl  member  of  the  Irifb 
parliament  who  ventured  to  ftate  to  you  the  imprudence  and 
immorality  of  what  were  then  the  popery  lanvs ; as  a fyftem  of 
jurifprudence,  fubverfive  of  integrity,  and  as  a fcheme  of  go- 
vernment, which,  whilft  by  it!s  feverity  it  alienated  the  body 
of  the  people,  by  its  impolicy  forbad  them  to  Veft  in  the  ftate 
any  hoftage  for  their  fidelity. 

I own,  Sir,  I was  not  able  in  my  refearches  Into  Holy  Writ, 
to  meet  with  that  particular  paflage  of  Scripture,  that  gives 
an  authority  to  propagate  the  faith  by  a perverfion  of  morals 
— or  from  a principle  of  piety,  to  prohibit  the  exercife  of  re- 
ligious worfliip. 

I could  not  prefume  to  think  that  it  was  ever  juftifiable, 
for  the  fake  of  civil  or  ceremonial  conformity,  to  build  a code 
of  religious  laws  on  the  ruins  of  almoft  every  moral  virtue 
and  obligation  ; to  fport  with  the  moft  facred  feelings,  and 
violate  the  fondeft  prepofieffions  of  the  human  heart — to  rob 
youth  of  education  and  age  of  authority — to  feduce  the  foil 
to  become  an  interefted  informer  againft  the  piety  of  the  fa- 
ther, and  fo  break  the  bonds  of  all  domeftic  fidelity  and  af- 
fedlion. 

I know  very  well,  that  the  ftate  has  a right  to  impofe  con- 
i^ions  on  thofc  who  are  to  become  the  ftate  itfclf.— But  to 
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be  entitled  to  common  benefits,  and  equal  protection,  I 
know  of  no  qualifications  but  allegiance,  a peaceable  demean- 
or, and  obe  iience  to  the  laws. 

It  is  now  many  years  fince  I firfl  ftated  thofe  ideas  to  par- 
liament; but,  from  the  temper  of  the  times,  parhaps  theim- 
becilbity  of  the  advocate,  I was  unfported,  and  unfuccefsful. 

However,  the  agitation  of  truth  muft  ever  make  an  impref- 
fion.  Succeeding  times  became  more  enlightened,  and  reli- 
gious animofity  gave  way  to  moral  juftice  and  political  wif- 
dom. 

In  the  year  I774>  the  legifiature  firfl  gratified  the  Roman" 
Catholics  with  an  opportunity  of  teftifying  their  allegiance,  by 
framing  an  oath  for  them,  competent  to  that  teft,  without 
involving  any  article  of  religious  faith,  or  fpeculative  opinion. 

Four  years  afterwards  (In  1778)  the  legiflature,  wifely  con- 
fiding in  their  oaths,  rewarded  their  loyalty  by  fome  fubftan- 
tial  conceffions. 

The  a£l  in  their  favour  then  pafTed,  truly  recites  in  the 
preamble,  That  from  their  uniform  peaceable  behaviour 
for  a long  feries  of  year^,  it  appears  reafonable  and  expedient 
to  relax  feveral  of  their  incapacities  and  difabilities.” 

Accordingly  it  allowed  them  “ to  take  leafes  of  land  for  9 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  at  any  rent ; to  enjoy  all 
fuch  eftates  that  fliall  be  left  or  transferred  to  them,  and  to 
difpofe  of  the  fame  by  will  or  otherwife  ; and  that  they  fhall 
be  devifable  and  transferrable,  as  in  the  cafe  of  other  people.*’ 
The  abominable  ufurpation  of  children  againft  the  father  was 
abolifhcd — and  to  thefe  conceffions,  the  conditions  annexed 
were  ; Taking  the  oath  of  1774 — and  that  the  law  fhould 
not  extend  to  converts  relapfing,  or  to  Proteftants  becoming 
Papifts,  or  educating  their  children  in  the  Popifh  religion. 
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The  legiflature  naturally  confidering  that  feme  fufplclon  at- 
tached on  frequent  verfatillty  of  faith,  and  on  thofe  who 
profelfed  a religion  themfelves  which  they  would  not  tranfmit 
to  their  pofterity, 

Fout*  years  after  that  (in  1782)  the  fpirit  of  the  toleration 
further  extended  itfelf,  and  found  policy  gained  a further  a- 
fcendancy  in  favour  of  the  Roman  catholics.  That  fyftem  of 
feverity,  which  a few  years  before  was  thought  prudence,  be- 
gan to  look  fomething  like  injuft  ice,  and  what  prejudice  had 
adopted  as  prefervation,  moderation  began  to  view  as  little 
fhort  of  oppreffion. 

In  1 782,  the  capacity  of  acquiring  land  by  pur  chafe  (which 
in  1778  was  granted  under  a fiflion)  was  given  dire^  and 
entire. 

The  acquifttlon  by  purchafe,  grant,  limitation,  defeent, 
or  devife,  by  will  or  otherwife  defcendible,  as  the  lands  of 
Proteftants,*’  was  communicated  to  the  Roman  Catholics.— 
Some  of  their  difabilities,  as  to  education,  were  removed 
— ^The  fevere  law  was  repealed,  that  compelled  the  Papifts, 
to  declare  on  oath  when,  and  where,  and  by  whom  they 
heard  mafs  celebrated — The  unequal  attachment  of  their  pro- 
perties to  make  reprifals  for  common  roberies,  was  difeonti- 
nued. — Their  horfes  were  no  more  to  be  expofed  as  public 
plunder;  and  the  prepofterous,  but  ofFenlive  prohibition, 
whereby  perfons  profeffing  thePopifh  religion  were  forbidden 
to  relide  in  certain  cities,  was  repealed. — They  were  allowed 
the  full  rights  of  property. — The  free  excrcife  of  religion  ; 
and  to  appoint  guardians  to  their  own  children. 

Here,  it  mufl:  be  confefTed,  was  a great  efibrt  of  liberality, 
in  oppolition  to  old  opinions.  The  occafion  was  worthy  of 
the  exertion ; and  the  confequences  juftified  and  rewarded  it. 
Iixc.lu(ive  of  ail  moral  duty,  it  was  of  fo  great  moment  to  the 
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national  profperitf  to  involve  in  its  Intereft,  to  attach — to 
turalize  in  their  native  country  fo  great  a body  of  its  inhabi- 
tants— to  make  them  at  part  of  the  nation^  without  whom  we 
could  not  be  a nation  at  all.* 

However,  Sir,  confidering  the  nature  of  man — the  ob{>i- 
riacy  of  old  opinions — and  the  ufual  acrimony  of  religious  dif- 
fenhon,  I muft  fay^  that  fo  fignal  a triumph  over  rooted  pre- 
judices, difclofed  fuch  a growing  confidence — fuch  an  ami- 
able fympathy — fiieli  a relenting  of  heart,  in  the  predomi- 
nant power  of  the  ftat^  towards  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
country,  as  ought  to  conciliate  their  afFe£lion,  engage  their 
gratitude  and  confirm  their  attachment  to  the  State. 

And  when  I fay  (fpeakihg  from  afenfe  of  moral  obligation) 
that  filch  condu^  of  the  legiflature  ought  to  have  produced 
this  effeft,  1 fay,  with  confidence  and  afliirance,  from  the 
authority  of  experience^  that  it  has  produced  thofe  effedls.  It 
has  ftamped  thofe  fentiments  with  a deep  imprefiion  on  the 
minds  of  our  Catholic  brethren — I mean  on  the  minds  of  thofe 
whoarefufiEciently  enlightened  to  judge  of  the  relation  of  po- 
litical focicty,  or  feel  the  force  of  moral  obligation. 

If  I were  not  of  that  opinion,  confirmed  and  decided  as  it 
is  into  conviction,  I would  not  at  this  moment  (land  up  as 
their  advocate  for  another  conceflion.  For  I muft  take  the  li- 
berty to  fay,  what  it  is  my  duty  to  fay  as  a member  of  Parlia- 
ment, what  it  is  my  duty  to  obferve  as  a common  citizen, 
what  is  the  duty  of  every  perfon  to  know  and  to  conform  to, 

that  the  ftate  is  paramount,  and  all  men  who  live  under 
its  protection,  live  under  its  controul,  and  are  amenable  to 
Its  fuperiority.”  If  they  approach  the  legiflature,  they  muft 
approach  it  by  the  avenues  the  Conftitution  has  marked  out ; 
if  they  apply  to  Parliament,  it  muft  be  by  petition,  not  repre- 
fentation  or  remonftrance ; if  they  would  have  benefits,  they 
muft  fol^it  them  as  favours,  aiid  accept  them  as  concefiions. 

This 
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This  is  not  only  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  but  the  conftitU? 
tion  of  every  fettled  government  in  the  known  world. 

As  to  the  natural  Rights  of  Man  (of  which  we  have  late- 
ly heard  fo  much)  they  do  not  belong  to  political  iociety  ; 
they  belong  to  that  ftate  of  nature  which  is  fo  accurately  dei- 
cribed  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  fo  ardently  recommended  by  Mr. 
Paine ; a (late  where,  indeed,  the  race  is  to  the  fwift,  and 
the  battle  to  the  ftrong  *,  where  polTeffion  is  property,  and 
flrength  is  right  *,  a ftate  fuperior  to  the  conditions  of  focie- 
ty,  the  reflri^ioris  of  covenant,  or  the  bondage  of  law. 

In  a fociety  prote£Ied  by  laws,  and  blelTed  with  a confti- 
tution, thofe  laws  and  that  conftitution  afeertain  the  Rights 
of  man,  . 

Therefore,  Sir,  I muft  freely  confefs  th^t  ttotwithftanding 
my  prepoflellions  in  favour  of  the  Ro  man  Catholics,  (which  I 
fhall  always  be  proud  to  acknowledge,  as  they  are  juftified 
^y  their  conduft)  though  I can  number  fome  of  thena  among 
my  anceftors ; though  I love  many  of  them  as  my  friends, 
and  embrace  all  of  them  as  my  countrymen,  1 was  yet  for 
fome  time  checked  in  my  ardour,  and  interrupted  in  the  pro, 
grefs  of  my  fervices  to  them,  by  reading  of  late  a multitude 
of  publications  and  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers,  and  other 
prints  circulated  gratis,  and  communicated  to  every  body, 
with  every  degree  of  induftry,  purporting  to  convey  the  fen^ 
timents  of  the  Catholic  Body  of  Ireland. 

If  thefe  were  their  fentiments^  they  were  fuch  as  could  not 
recommend  them  to  the  further  favour  of  the  State  ; — they 
were  fuch  as  muft  alienate  their  old  friends,  aud  could  not  get 
them  new  ones,  if  they  would  chufe  their  friends  from 
amongft  thofe  who  are  friends  to  the  conftitutioit*  What 
was  the  import  ? — They  were  exhortations  to  the  people 
|iever  to  be  fatisfied  at  any  conceftion,  until  the  State  itfelf 
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conceded  ; not  only  that,  but  until  a new  conftitutlon  fhould 
be  made  for  their  prefent  accommodation,  and  future  enter- 
tainment ; — they  were  precautions  againft  public  tranquillity 
— they  were  invitations  to  diforder,  and  covenants  to  difeon- 
tent ; they  were  oftentations  of  ftrength,  rather  than  folici- 
tations  for  favours  ; rather  appeals  to  the  powers  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  applications  to  the  authority  of  the  State  ; they 
involve  the  relief  of  the  Catholic,  with  the  revolution  of  the 
Government,  and  were  dilTertations  for  democracy  rather 
than  arguments  fo4*  toleration  ; — they  feemed  the  projeds  of 
fome  bold  theorifts,  whofe  principle  was  to  divide  man  from 
man,  and  whofe  politics  were  to  feparate  Great  Britain  from 
Ireland  they  feemed  to  be  the  eSuiions  of  fome  rafli  phi- 
lofopher,  ignorant  of  our  fyftem,  who  would  fet  loofe  and 
adrift  the  little  planet  we  inhabit,  and  commit  it  to  the  vor- 
tex of  a vain  and  exploded  philofophy,  to  range  the  univerfe 
without  attra£lion,  connexion  or  relation  to  any  greater,  or^ 
other  body. — Was  there  a man  who  felt  the  bleflings  of  re- 
gulated rights,  and  fettled  government  j who  knew  the  va- 
lue of  peace  and  the  comforts  of  property  ? — was  there  a man 
who  preferred  order  to  outrage,  and  happinefs  to  fpeculation, 
—or  who  looked  at  the  growing  profperity  of  the  country, 
whofe  mind  muft  not  have  revolted  at  the  tendency  of  fuch. 
doflrines  ; or  who  muft  not  have  felt  an  accumulated  concern 
and  difappointment,  if  he  could  for  a moment  fuppofe  that 
they  had  originated  with  our  Catholic  brethren  ?— that  they 
were  the  growth  of  that  foil  which  we  had  fo  lately  and  fo 
liberally  cultivated  ? 

V 

But  common  fenfe  and  common  juftice  required  of  us  to 
trace  thofe  opinions  to  their  fource. 

If  the  Roman  Catholics  embrace  thofe  fentiments,  the 
State  could  not  embrace  them — if  they  were  mifled  by  rafij 
councils  to  engage  in  confederacies  of  perpetual  requifition, — 

If 
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If  they  were  not  to  be  fatisfied  at  any  conceffion,  whilft;  any 
thing  remained  to  be  conceded,  in  that  cafe  common  fenfc 
muft  fuggeft  to  us,  that  we  fhould  not  by  any  new  conceflion 
unite  more  power  with  their  difcontent  ; for  however  linr 
cerely  we  may  and  ought  to  wifb  that  they  fhould  enjoy  eve- 
ry comfort  and  happinefs  the  ftate  can  afford  them,  yet  we 
cannot  go  fo  far,  as  to  alter  or  make  a new  conftitution  for 
their  accommodation  •,  we  cannot  even  for  them,  hazard  the 
bleffings  of  an  eilabiilhed  free  Government,  that  has  been 
the  growth  and  the  wifdom  of  ages,  and  finally  ratified  and 
fettled  for  above  an  hundred  years  ; we  are  not  fo  daring  as 
to  commit  to  the  change  of  every  ralh  experiment. 

If  the  Roman  Catholics  could  have  been  fo  far  perverted, 
as  to  have  addrefied  the  legiilature  in  thefe  high  tones  of  re- 
quifition,  they  v/ould  have  afiaulted  that  conftitution  theyaf- 
fedfed  to  reverence — they  would  have  made  their  advances 
to  Parliament  as  befiegers,  not  petitioners  5 and  Parliament 
would  have  been  hound,  in  its  own  defence,  to  repulfe  them, 
to  refift  their  applications.  If  you  were,  in  that  cafe,  to  con- 
ceed  or  capitulate,  you  would  furrender  the  conftitution  in 
your  charge,  you  would  violate  your  truft,  you  would  betray 
the  ftate,  and  be  refponfible  for  the  anarchy  that  would  rufh 
in  upon  you. — But  I have  the  happinefs  now  to  aflert  from 
authority,  what  1 have  long  learned  from  experience,  “ That 
not  a fentiment  of  this  tendency  is  entertained  by  the  Catho- 
lic body  ; none  fuch  belong  to  them ; they  renounce  them  ; 
they  utterly  difclaim  them.” — Thereis  not  a clafs  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubje£ls  more  attached  then  they  are  to  the  monarchy 
and  hereditary  fucceflion,  more  obedient  to  the  laws,  or  more 
devoted  to  the  king  and  conftitution,  as  by  law  eftablifhed* 

Thefe  principles  they  teftify  by  their  conduct  at  all  times,; 
at  times  very  different  from  the  prefent,  when  the  laws  were 
iefs  indulgent,  when  they  had  fewer  pledges  to  bind  them  to 

their 
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their  country;  when  property  and  the  titles  of  land  did  not  ap« 
pear  (as  they  now  do)  irrevocably  fixed  ; at  times  when  hof- 
tile  fleets  and  armies  were  on  your  coafts,  and  when  even  the 
king  on  the  throne,  by  fome  may  not  have  been  fappofed  to 
fland  (as  he  does  now)  without  a rival  in  their  affedlions. 

They  now  come  forward  by  folemn  declaration  to  re-aflTert 
thofe  principles  at  the  foot  of  the  throne ; to  vindicate  them 
from  ail  poflible  mifconception  or  mifrepreientation  ; they 
approach  you  by  the  ways  of  the  conftitution,  and  with  the 
word  of  the  conftitution,  without  aflerting  a claim  of  their 
own,  or  prefuming  to  dicftate  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  s 

They  defire  a further  repeal  of  the  laws  affecting  them  ; 
they  exprefs  gratitude  for  paft  favours,  confiding  in  your  li- 
berality and  benevolence,  that  your  future  ones  will  be  as 
extenfive  as  to  your  confideration  of  the  general  welfare 
fhall  feem  expedient  ; difelaiming  every  thing  that  can  di» 
redfly  or  indirecftly  tend  to  interrupt  the  public  tranquillity 
and  fubjeeftion  to  the  laws  ; they  gave  you  their  paft  as  a 
pledge  of  their  future  good  condu£l and,  give  me  leave  to 
fay,  the  conftitutional  language  they  exprefs,  is  a further 
pledge  of  the  conftitutional  principles  they  feel. 

With  fuck  a teftimony,  I addrefs  you  in  favour  of  the, 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; with  a declaration  of  this  im- 
port in  my  hand,  fubferibed  by  an  hoft,  as  to  national  au- 
thority; perfons  of  high  diftineftion,  ancient  family,  great 
character,  enlightened  education,  ample  fortune,  and  ex- 
tenfive influence  in  the  country  ; men  of  general  intercourfe 
and  knowledge,  political,  profeflional,  and  mercantile  ; men 
too,  who  themfelves  and  their  anceftors,  have  made  ample 
facrifices  to  a fandfimonious  obfervance  of  their  vows.  With- 
out affecting  or  entertaining  any  difrefpedl  for  any  other  or- 
ders or  cTaffes  of  the  people,  I muft  fay,  it  is  from  perfons 
of  the  defeription  which  I have  given,  that  national  opinion 
and  profeflional  principle  are  beft  to  be  colle<fted  ; not  from 

a few 


28o 


CoUectanca  Ig^olitica* 

a few  deluded  people  in  the  South ; not  from  a few  difTatis- 
fied  people  in  the  North  ; nor  yet  from  any  ftrange  and  in- 
congruous connexion  that  may  be  fabricated  between  both  j 
nay,  if  by  fome  wonderful  rotation  thefe  two  extremities 
fhould  ever  happen  to  meet ; if  by  fome  monftrous  convulfi- 
on  the  two  poles  (if  1 may  fay  fb)  far  as  they  are  afunder, 
fhould  be  brought  into  conjunflion,  they  would  not  have 
force  to  diflurb  the  happy  and  temperate  regions  placed 
between,  where  the  people  enjoy  equal  days  and  indulgent 
heavens- 

With  fuch  a declaration  of  principles,  by  fuch  fubfcribing 
parties,  confirmed  by  the  conduft  of  an  hundred  years,  and 
attefted  by  the  experience  and  obfervation  of  every  difpallio- 
nate  Proteftant  in  the  nation ; I fay,  fortified  by  fuch  fuperi- 
or  authority,  I feel  a total  indifference  to  all  the  feveral  para- 
graphs and  publications  to  which  I have  alluded,  from  the 
maffy-pamphlet  to  the  volatile  hand-bill ; from  the  original 
enrollment  of  difeord  that  takes  poft  and  garrifon  in  the 
citadel,  to  the  detachments  of  newfpapers  that  are  fent  out 
tofecure  the  country-  For  the  honour  of  the  nation,  I fhould 
wifh  they  were  not  to  travel  to  other  countries;  for  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  I am  not  afraid  they  fhould  travel  through 
this.  I know  the  loyalty  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; 
I know  they  will  not  tafte  of  the  cup  of  fedition,  whether  it 
be  brought  vapid  and  muddy  from  the  troubled  waters  of 
Bethefda’s  pool ; or  come  heated  and  mantling  from  the  in- 
temperance of  the  ale-houfe. 

It  is  under  fuch  a convi£liori  that  I addrefs  you  with  confi- 
dence for  a further  repeal  of  the  laws  affebfing  the  Roman 
Catholics,  to  that  extent  which  your  wifdom  and  liberality 
fliall  lead  you  to  think  expedient.  What  that  extent  fhall 
be,  appears  to  me  the  only  queftion  that  can  divide  the  o- 
pinion  of  parliament  on  this  fubje£l ; and  I confefs,  that  Is  a 
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qiiellion  which  may  naturally  produce  diverfity  of  oplniort 
amcngft  wife  and  good  men. 

As  for  i-nyfelf,  balanced  as  I am  between  confidence  in 
the  Catholics  and  devotion  to  ancient  eftablilhment,  I have 
not  found  it  eafy  to  accommodate  between  the  two  contend- 
ing propenfities. 

\ 

If  I were  engaged  in  the  unfortunate  labours  of  forming  a 
new  conftitution,  it  never  would  occur  to  my  mind  to  intro- 
duce the  words  Proteftant  and  Papift  as  terms  of  political 
difcrimination.  But  as  we  have  a conftitution  already  eftab- 
lilhed,  which  we  feel  competent  to  preferve  liberty  and  to 
-promote  happinels  ; and  as  we  have  learned  from  the  experi- 
ence of  others  the  calamities  that  may  occur  in  compoling  a 
new  one,  it  mull:  be  our  conftant  labour,  as  it  is  our  deareft 
intereft,  to  watch  with  a pious  vigilance,  the  excellent  one 
we  have,  and  protect  it  from  the  hand  of  innovation  and  ex- 

'periment. We  muft,  in  eve^y  political  tranfaflion,  keep 

that  confiituticn  before  our  eyes,  and  act  with  perpetual 
'reference  to  its  principles. 

Under  that  conftitution  the  predominancy  isProteftant — 
It  was  fo  declared  at  the  revolution— it  was  fo  provided  In 
the  afts  fettling  the  fjccefiion  of  the  crown — the  king’s  coro- 
nation oath  was  enjoined  in  order  to  keep  it  fo — the  king,  as 
firft  inagiftrate  of  the  ftate,  was  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of 
abjuration,  and  fnbfcribe  the  declaration  ; and  every  other 
member  of  the  ftate,  legiflative  and  executive,  ftands  bound 
under  the  fame  obligation  —Whether  it  was  or  was  not  wife 
at  the  time  to  have  made  fo  broad  a barrier,  I ftiall  not,  at 
this  period,  venture  to  enquire.  I own  to  you,  Sir,  I trem- 
ble at  the  notion  of  reviewing,  for  the  purpofe  of  altering, 
any  of  the  conftituent  principles  of  that  revolution,  which  in 
its  confequences  has  proved  fo  happy  to  thefe  countries.  I 
would  not  rafhly  hazard  the  ftability  of  fo  noble  a fabric,  to 

remove 
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remove  even  an  acknowledged  defect  j and  erpeclally  when 
the  trade  of  conftitntion-making  had  grown  into  a fort  of 
profeffional  pradlice  ; — when  we  fee  academies  opened 
throughout  the  country  to  give  diplomas  and  degrees  in  that 
fcicnce  ; — and  w^hen,  even  without  the  advantage  of  this 
academical  education,  common  artificers  profefs  to  reform 
the  work  of  Somers  and  of  Locke. 

; Though  I fliould  always  hefitate  to  touch  any  principle  of 
i that  revolution : though  we  fhould  look  up  to  it  as  to  a polar 
^ ftar,  by  which  we  are  to  fteer  in  whatfoever  diredlion  we  may 
I fliape  our  courfe,  yet  I am  not  fo  dogmatical  as  to  fay  that 
there  is  any  human  inftitution  fo  immutable  and  entire,  as 
never,  in  any  degree,  to  accommodate  to  any  poflible  change 
of  the  times  and  circumflances ; and  it  has  always  been  my 
decided  opinion,  that  the  feverities  with  which  party  preju- 
dice and  religious  animofity  infpired  the  penal  flatutes  that 
fucceeded  the  revolution,  are  fit  obje6ls  of  frequent  revifion, 
for  the  purpofe  of  repeal  or  mitigation,  in  the  proportion 
and  to  that  extent  which  the  temper  and  condition  of  the 
times  may  render  pracficable  or  prudent. — However  in  fuch 
remedial  proceedings,  it  is  efTential  to  the  good  of  every  ftate 
to  avoid  violent  traniitions  or  changes^to  guard  againft  fud- 
den  or  extravagant  transfers  of  power  or  property. 

In  endeavouring  to  afeertain  the  particular  points  of  re- 
laxation which  it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  fubmit  to  the 
I wifdom  of  parliament,  I made  it  my  bufmefs  to  follcit  a com- 
I munication  with  as  many  members  of  the  legiflature  as  I 
could,  without  prefumption,  confuU  on  the  fubjedt. — You, 
•Sir,  who  know  every  thing,  know  that  every  fuch  confulta- 
' tion  which  has  fuccefs  for  its  object,  mud  be  condu£led  and 
1 concluded  by  mutual  deference,  and  concefiion  of  opinion, 
i I fliould  not  be  fincere  in  iny  fervices  to  the  Roman  Cat  ho  • 
lies,  if  1 were  to  hazard  every  thing  by  afpiring  at  more 
than  appeared  to  me  to  be  conformable  to  the  fenfe  of  thofe 

T a who 
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are  to  decide,  and  to  wliofe  judgment  I am  bound  td 
fubmlt.  I therefore,  under  that  impreflion,  confine  myfelf 
to  the  following  points  : 

ifi.  I would  give  them  the  practice  and  profefiion  of  the 
law,”  as  a reafonable  provifion,  and  application  of  their  ta- 
lents to  their  own  country. — 2dly.  I would  reftore  to  them 
education,  entire  and  unreftrained — becaufe  I think  a (late 
of  ignorance  is  a fiate  of  barbarity.  This  I think  would  be 
accompliflied  by  taking  off  the  necefilty  for  a licence  as  en- 
joined by  the  act  of  1782. — 3dly,  1 would  draw  clofer  the 
bonds  of  intercourfe  and  affe£tion,  by  allowing  intermarri- 
age, and  repealing  that  cruel  flatute  that  ferves  to  betray 
fernale  credulity,  and  baftardife  the  children  of  a virtuous 
mother.— 4thly.  I would  remove  thofe  obfiru(Slions  to  arts 
and  manufaclures,  that  limit  the  number  of  apprentices, 
which  are  fo  neceflary  to  allift  and  promote  trade. 

I have  now.  Sir,  only  to  afk  your  pardon  for  having  taken 
Up  fo  much  of  your  time ; but  the  fubjecl  has  engaged  my 
mind  with  fo  much  ardour  and  afFe^lIon,  that  I could  not 
avoid  fpeaking  thus  largely  upon  it.  It  is  a fubje^t  that  [ 
embraced  in  my  youth,  and  fhall  not  caftofFin  my  age,  un- 
lefs  it  fhall  be  difpoled  to  defert  me.  I wifli  the  Proteftants 
and  Catholics  fliculd,  by  the  benignant  progrefs  of  time, 
grow  to  be  one  people  ; and  they  certainly  would,  if  fome 
rafh  intemperance  does  not  interpofe  to  retard  the  progrefs, 
and  revive  the  prejudices  which  have  fo  long  kept  us  aftinden 
If  the  Roman  Catholics  look  to  their  old  friends,  they  will 
fee  them  prove  their  finccrity,  by  labouring  in  pracSlicablc 
fervices,  rather  than  deluding  their  hopes  by  the  magnitude 
of  demand.  I am  confident  they  will  lifien  to  their  old 
friends,  and  that  the  patient  magnaninfity  which  difilnguifli- 
ed  and  dignified  them  in  times  of  rigour,  will  not  defert 
them  in  times  of  relaxation.  They  may  be  afiured  that  a 
pcrfeverancc  in  that  conduct  can  alone  give  their  old  friends 
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u capacity  to  ferve  them.  i\nci  they  may  likewife  be  aflured, 
(whatever  mifreprefentaticn$  have  gone  abroad)  thatit  is  ow-* 
ing  to  the  feafonable  interpoiitions  of  thofe  high  authorities 
of  Catholic  loyalty  to  which  I have  alluded,  confronting  the 
publications  that  traduced  their  principles,  that  the  favoura- 
ble fentiments  in  his  majefty’s  government  are  confirmed.  It 
is  owing  to  that  teftimony,  that  1,  the  humblefi:,  but  the 
i oldeft  of  their  friends,  have  the  confidence  or  capacity 
plead  their  caufe  of  this  day  ; and  it  is  a teftimony,  I truft, 

I wfill  be  a powerful  advocate  for  them  with  the  Irifh  parlia- 
nient.  At  prefent  I (hall  only  move  you — • 

“ That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  removing  cer- 
“ tain  refiraints  and  difabilities  under  which  his  majefiy’s 
1 Roman  Catholic  fubjecSts  labour,  from  fiatutes  at  prefent  ia 
I force.’' 

, After  fome  debate,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill 
I which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  4th  of  February  follow^- 
I ing. — The  heads  of  this  bill  were  as  followrs. 

i Roman  Catholic  Bill. 

i ««  WHEREAS  by  an  a<S:  pafled  in  this  kingdom  in  the 
I fixth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  entitled,  ‘ An  to  explain  and 
amend  an  aclto  prevent  Papifis  being  folicitors,’  and  by  ano^ 
ther  acfl:  pafied  in  this  kingdom  in  the  firfi:  year  of  King 
I George  the  Second,  entitled,  ^ An  a£l  for  regulating  the  ad- 
mifiion  of  barrifiers  at  law^,  fix  clerks  and  attorneys,  and  of 
! other  perfons  into  offices  and  employments,  and  for  pre- 
I venting  Faplfts  praflifing  as  folicitors,  and  for  further 
Ilrengthening  the  Proteftant  interefi;  in  this  kingdom,’  it  is 
I required,  that  every  perfon  who  fhall  apply  to  be  called  to 
the  bar  or  to  be  admitted  an  attorney,  fliall,  before  fuch  an 
application  or  admiflion,  or  taking  upon  them  to  pra^tife  as 
! iforefaid,  take  and  fubfcribe  the  feveral  oaths,  and  repeats 

and 
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and  fubfcribe  the  declaration  in  and  by  the  faid  acls  refpec- 
tively  mentioned  or  directed.  * 

“ And  whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  enable  his  Ma-. 
jefty’s  fubje^ts  of  Ireland,  profelBug  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  to  become  barrifters  at  law,  and  to  praclife  as  at- 
tornies,  folicitors  and  notaries,  upon  their  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  herein  after  mentioned, 

“ Be  it  enacted,  by  the  King’s  moll  excellent  Majerty*  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  prefent  parliament  ademb- 
led,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  oaths  and 
declaration  in  and  by  the  afts  refpectively  required-to  be  tak-» 
en  and  fubfcribed  by  every  perfon  who  fhall  be  admitted 
or  praclife  as  a couni’ellor  or  barriher  at  law,  attorney,  folici- 
tor  or  notary,  fhall,  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety 
two,  be  no  longer  required  to  be  taken  or  fubfcribed  by  any 
perfon  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  as  a qualifi^ 
cation  to  enable  him  to  be  admitted  to  the  bar,  or  to  2.0:  as 
an  attorney,  folicitor  or  notary;  but  the  oath  of  allegiance 
appointed  to  be  taken  and  fubfcribed,  by  an  a6t  paiTed  in  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  reign, 
entitled  ‘ An  a£t  to  enable  his  Majefty’s  fubjeefs  of  whatever 
perfuahon  to  teftify  their  allegiance  to  him,’  fhall,  from  and 
ufterthe  faid  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  be  adminihered,  taken  and  fub.-? 
feribed  to  and  by  perfons  profefiing  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion, to  be  admitted  barrifbers  and  to  practlfe  as  attornies, ' 
folicitors  and  notaries,  have  the  fame  efieft  and  operation  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  the  taking  and  fiibfcribing  of  the 
oath  and  declaration,  in  the  room  of  v/hich  the  fame  is  here- 
by fubftituted,  could  have  had,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwitliftanding.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein- 
contained  fhall  extend  to  enable  or  qualify  any  perfon  to  hold 
or  enjoy  the  place  or  office  of  King’s  counfel.  “ And 
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And  whereas  by  an  act  pafled  in  this  kingdom  in  the 
iixth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  it  is  enacted,  ‘ that  no  attorney 
or  folicitor  fhall  take,  keep  or  have  any  Papift  or  reputed 
Papiit;  to  be  his  apprentice  or  clerk’ 

t«‘  Be  it  enacted,  that  it  (ball  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
any  attorney  or  folicitor  to  have,  keep  or  employ  as  an  ap- 
prentice or  clerk  any  perfon  prcfeffing  the  Pwoman  Catholic; 
religion,  who  (hall  have  previoufly  duly  taken  and  fubfcribed 
in  his  Majefty’s  Court  of  King’s  bench  the  faid  oath  of  allegi- 
ance fet  out  in  this  faid  act  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  that  from  the 
pafling  of  this  acSt,  the  words  following,  (to  wit)  ‘ and  that 
I will  not  knowingly  take  an  apprentice  or  employ  as  clerk 
or  folicitor  any  perfon  of  the  Popifh  religion,^  fhallbe  omitt- 
ed in  tne  oath  required  by  an  a6t  palled  in  the  feventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  entitled,  ‘ An  afl 
for  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  relation  to  Popifli  fobcitors, 
and  for  remedying  other  mifehiefs  in  relation  to  the  prafliti- 
oners  in  the  feveral  courts  of  law,  required  to  be  taken  by 
every  mafter  in  Chancery,  fix  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chance- 
ry, barrifter  at  law,  attorney  and  officer  of  any  of  the  courts 
in  Dublin,  and  every  deputy  of  fuch  officer  and  every  folicK 
tord 

**  And  whereas  by  the  faid  laft  mentioned  aiff,  it  is  enact- 
ed, that  if  any  perfon  admitted  a barrifter,  attorney  or  fo- 
licitor,’’{hall  marry  any  woman  of  the  popiffi  religion,  fuch 
perfon  ffiall  be  deemed  a papift,  and  be  difabled  from  being 
a barrifter,  attorney  or  folicitor 

B,e  it  enabled,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  recited  aft  be, 
and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  every  perfon  fo 
married  or  marrying,  being  other  wife  duly  entitled,  may,, 
notwithftanding  fuch  marriage,  continue  or  be  admitted  to 
praftife  as  a barrifter,  attorney  or  folicitor. 


««  And 
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And  whereas  by  an  a£l  pafTei  in  the  firfl:  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  entitled,  * An  z€t  for  re- 
gulating the  admiffion  of  barrifters  at  law,  lix  clerks  and  at- 
tornies,  and  of  other  perfons  into  offices  and  employments  : 
and  for  preventing  Papifts  pradliiing  as  folicitors,  and  for 
further  ftrengthening  the  Protehant  intereft  in  this  kingdom^ 
it  is  enabled  that  every,  perlbu  converted  from  the  Popifli  to 
the  Protefiant  religion,  or  born  of  Popifli  parent  or  parents, 
who,  from  and  after  thefiiftday  of  Angufl,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty  eight,  fliall  apply  to  be  called  to 
the  bar,  or  to  be  admitted  a hx  clerk  or  attorney,  or  fliall 
take  upon  him  to  praflife  as  a folicitor,  or  to  act  as  an  officer 
or  deputy  officer  as  aforefaid,  fhall  upon  fuch  application,  or 
before  taking  on  him  to  adt  or  pradtife  es  aforefaid,  prove 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  the  commiffioner  of  the  Great 
Seal,  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  the  Chief  Baron,  the  juftices 
of  the  one  bench  and  of  the  other,  and  the  barons  of  his  Ma- 
jefl)'s  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them  (of  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  or 
one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  Qreat  Seal,  or  one  of  the  faid 
Chief  Juftices,  or  the  Chief  Baron,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
be  one)  by  fufficient  witnefs  or  witneftes  upon  oath,  which 
they  or  any  two  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  to  adminifter, 
that  fuch  perfon  has  profefted  himfelf  and  continued  to  be  a 
Proteftant  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  immediately  before  the 
time  of  making  luch  proof. 

Be  it  enadled,  that  fo  much  of  the  laid  adl  as  is  herein  re«? 
cited  be  and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

And  whereas  by  ar;  adl  pafted  in  the  twenty  firft  and 
twenty-fecond  years  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled,  ‘An  adf 
to  regulate  the  admiffion  of  barrifters  at  law/  it  is  enadfed 
that  no  perfon  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  degree  of  a barrifter 
at  law,  who  ffiall  not  have  been  received  and  admitted  into 
the  fociety  of  King’s  Inns  as  a ftudent,ffive  years  previous  to 

the 
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the  tiQie  of  his  applying  to  be  admitted  to  the  faid  degree; 
and  it  is  alfo  by  the  faid  a£t  further  enabled,  that  no  perfon 
fhali  be  admitted  into  the  faid  fociety  as  a ftudent  who  (hall 
not  at  the  time  of  his  admiffion  be  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion.' 

And  whereas  by  the  laft  recited  claufe  perfons  profeffing 
the  Popifh  religion  were  not  capable  of  complying  with  or 
fulfilling  fuch  previous  qualification,  to  be  admitted  to  the 
faid  degree  of  barrifier  at  law, 

Be  it  enabled,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and 
every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  profefijng  the  Popifti 'religion, 
who  on  or  before  the  twenty-leventh  day  of  June  next,  fhall 
have  performed  every  other  requifite  enjoined  by  this  or  any 
other  law  or  ufage  to  qualify  them  for  being  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  barrifier  at  law,  may  be  admitted  to  the  fame  on 
paying  the  ufual  fees  to  faid  fociety,  although  he  or  they  fhall 
not  have  been  admitted  as  fiudent  or  fiudents  previous  to  the 
time  of  his  or  their  applying  to  be  admitted  to  faid  degree  ; 
and  that,  from  and  after  the  palling  this  adf,  fo  much  of  the 
faid  iaft  recited  afl  as  enacts,  that  no  perfon  fhall  be  admitt- 
ed into  the  faid  fociety  as  a fiudent,  who  fliall  not  at  the  time 
of  his  admilfion  be  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  be  and  is  hereby 
repealed. 

And  whereas  an  afl  pafied  in  the  ninth  year  of  King 
William  the  Third,  entitled,  ‘ An  a6t  to  prevent  Proteftants 
intermarrying  with  Papifts,’  and  whereas  it  is  no  longer  ne- 
cefiary  to  continue  the  faid  a£t  in  force, 

“ Be  it  therefore  enabled  that  the  faid  aff  fhall  be,  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  repealed.  Provided  always  that  the  repeal 
thereof  fhall  not  in  any  fort  afiedl  any  fuit  heretofore  com- 
menced and  now  depending,  grounded  on  the  faid  a61:. 


And 
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‘‘  And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  (b  rnuch  of  an  a£t  paiTed 
in  this  kingdom  in  the  fecond  year  of  Queen  Anne,  entitled, 
‘ An  a^f  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery,*  as  fubjedts 
Proteftants  intermarrying  with  Papifts  either  within  the 
kingdom  or  in  parts  without  the  kingdom,  to  the  pains,  pe- 
nalties or  difabilities  inflicted  by  the  faid  lad-mentioned  a<fl: 
of  the  ninth  year  of  King  V/illiam  the  Third,  diall  be,  and  the 
fame  are  hereby  repealed. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaided,  that  nothing  herein^ 
contained  fhall  extend  or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  enable 
^ny  Proteftant  who  now  is  or  hereafter  fliall  be  married  to  a 
Popifli  wife,  to  vote  at  any  eledionof  reprefentatives  to  ferve 
in  parliament,  other  than  as  they  may  by  laws  in  being  be- 
fpre  the  pajSing  of  this 

And  be  it  further  enadled,  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  Proteftants  and  perfons  profeliing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  to  intermarry,  ana  to  and  for  archbifhops, 
blfiiops  and  all  perfons  having  lawful  jurifdi£lion,  to  grant  li*. 
cenfes  for  marriages  to  be  celebrated  between  Proteftants  and 
perfons  profeiling  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  for 
Clergymen  to  publifh  the  banns  of  marriage  between  fuch 
perfons,  and  that  clergymen  of  the  eftabliftied  church  duly 
celebrating  fuch  marriages  ihali  niot  be  liable  to  any  pain,^ 
penaltyor  cenfure  for  celebrating  the  fame,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  whereas  It  Is  not  any  longer  neceflary  to  continue 
an  TiCt  pafTed  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
the  Third,  entitled,  ‘ An  a£l  to  reftrain  foreign  education,* 

« Be  it  ena£\ed,  that  the  fame  aift  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

And  whereas  by  an  acl  paiTed  in  the  twenty-ftrft  and 
twenty-fecond  years  of  his  prefent  majefty*s  reign,  entitled. 

An 
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An  a<n:  to  allow  perfons  profeffing  the  Popifli  religion  to 
teach  fchools  in  this  kingdom,  and  for  regulating  the  educa- 
tion of  Papifts,  and  alfo  to  repeal  parts  of  certain  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  guardianfhip  of  their  children,’  it  is  required  that 
any  perfon  of  the  Popifh  religion  who  fliall  teach  or  keep 
fchool,  fhall  firfi:  obtain  the  licenfe  of  the  ordinary  of  the* 
diocefe,  and  whereas  it  is  not  expedient  any  longer  to  make 
fuch  licenfe  neceiTary, 

“ Be  it  enacled,  that  it  fiiall  not,  from  the  palling  of  this 
adl,  be  neceffary  that  the  licenfe  of  the  ordinary  lhall  be  ob- 
tained in  order  to  authorize  any  perfon  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  to  keep  or  teach  fchool  ; provided  always, 
that  fuch  perfon  lhall  in  all  other  refpeifls  perform  the  requi- 
lites  requijed  by,  and  conform  himfelf  to,  the  faid  lall-menti- 
oned  a<St. 

“ And  whereas  by  an  a£l  pafied  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Q^een  Anne,  entitled,  ‘ An  act  for  explaining  and  amend- 
ing an  aft  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery/  it  is  en- 
acted that  no  Papift  or  Papifts  who  are  or  fhall  be  permitted 
to  follow  any  trade,  craft,  lhall  keep  more  than  two  apprenti- 
ces, and  that  for  nolefs  a term  than  feven  years. 

“ Be  it  enafted  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  act  be  and  is  here- 
by repealed.” 

It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  honourable  member 
who  introduced  thefe  heads,,  to  allow  the  Roman  Catholics, 
the  praftice  and  profeflion  of  the  law  : to  reftore  them  to 
education  entire  and  unreftrained,  and  to  allow  intermarriage 
between  the  former  and  the  Proteftants,  and  finally  to  re- 
move thofe  obftructions  to  arts  and  manufactures  that  limited 
the  member  of  apprentices,  which  are  neceftary  to  aflift  and 
promote  Trade. — The  objects  however  of  this  bill,  feem’d 
not  to  meet  entirely  the  wilhes  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
they  look’d  to  a participation  of  the  Elective  Franchife, — 
and'  accordingly  on  the  iSth  February,  Mr.  Egan  prefented 

a petition 
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a petition  of  the  Roman  Catholic  committee — which  he  rea4 
as  follows. 

t 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Knights y Citizensy  and  BurgeJJeSy  in  par^ 
li ament  ajjemhled. 

The  Petition  of  the  underfigned  Roman  Catholics,  on 
behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 

Humbly  Jhe'wethy 

That  as  the  Houfe  has  thought  it  expedient  to  dire£t 
their  attention  to  the  fituation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  and  to  a further  relaxation  of  the  penal  ftatutes 
ftill  fubliiling  againft  them,  they  beg  leave,  with  all  hu- 
mility,  to  come  before  the  houfe  with  the  moft  heartfelt 
“ afllirance  of  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  parliament,  which  is 
at  all  times  delirous  moft  gracioufty  to  attend  to  the  petU 
tions  of  the  people*,  they  therefore  humbly  prefume  to 
fubmit  to  the  houfe  their  entreaty,  that  they  fhould  take 
into  their  coniideration  whether  the  removal  of  fome  of 
the  civil  incapacities  under  which  they  labour,  and  the 
reftoration  of  the  petitioners  to  fome  fhare  in  the  eleiftivc 
franchife,  which  they  enjoyed  long  after  the  revolution, 
will  not  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  Proteftant  ftate,  add  new 
vigour  to  induftry,  and  afford  protection  and  happinefs  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland ; that  the  petitioners  refer  with 
confidence  to  their  condueft  for  a century  paft,  to  prove 
their  uniform  loyalty  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws,  and  to 
corroborate  their  folemn  declaration,  that  if  they  obtain 
from  the  juftice  and  benignity  of  parliament,  fuch  relaxa- 
tion  from  certain  incapacities,  and  a participation  in  that 
franchife  which  will  raife  them  to  the  rank  of  freemen,  their 
gratitude  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  benefit,  and  that  en- 
joying  fome  fhare  in  the  happy  conftitution  of  Ireland,  they 
will  exert  themfelves  with  additional  zeal  in  its  conferva- 
« tion.’' 
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The  privileges  fought  by  this  petition  were  eventually  re- 
fufed,  but  the  bill  granting  fuch  indulgences  as  before  dated, 
after  conliderable  debate  in  Committee,  palTed  the  houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  24th  February,  and  was  tranfmitted  to  the 
Lords. — It  would  exceed  the  limits  to  which  this  work  is 
confined,  were  the  many  able  arguments  here  dated,  which 
were  offer’d  both  for  and  againd  this  bill ; but  the  following 
concife  and  elegant  fpeech  of  Mr.  Smyth,*  cannot  be 
deem’d  unworthy  of  fele^tion. — 

Relaxed,  (faid  he)  **  and  exhauded  from  a variety  of 
caufes,  which  it  would  arrogant  in  me  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
by  dating,  it  was  not  my  attention  to  have  obtruded  upon 
you  this  night,  but  from  the  turn  which  the  debate  has  lat- 
terly taken  *,  I feel  it  my  duty,  before  it  concludes,  to  fo- 
licit  the  permiflion  of  the  Houfe  to  fubmit  to  them  very 
briefly  my  humble  thoughts  upon  the  principle  of  the  pre- 
fent  bill.  From  the  line  of  my  profeldon  I have,  Sir,  upon 
feveral  occafions,  been  forced  into  an  intimate  confideration 
of  that  code  of  laws  didinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Popery 
laws  ; by  which  means  I became  enabled  to  form,  and  am,  I 
think,  now  not  altogether  incompetent  to  deliver  a tolerably 
adequate  opinion  of  their  nature  and  their  character.  Sir, 
I never  read  them  but  with  horror,  nor  rededed  upon  them 
but  with  a mingled  fenfation  of  forrow  and  of  fhame.  I 
hailed  the  relaxation  of  them  as  the  aufpicious  dawn,  and  I 
looked,  and  do  look,  to  their  utter  and  final  abrogation,  as 
to  the  meridian  glory  of  my  country’s  welfare  and  profperity. 

Impreft  with  thefe  fentiments,  I could  not  but  rejoice 
when  the  honourable  baronet,  who  hrft  moved  this  bill, 
introduced  it  into  the  Houfe ; and  I mftantly  determined, 
if  neceffary,  to  give  it  my  feeble,  though  beft  fupport  ; 
while  at  the  fame  time  I fondly  hoped  that  being,  as  I deem- 
ed it,  in  its  nature  highly  expedient,  iii  its  conceffions  ex^ 
tremely  moderate,  and  in  its  confequences  likely  to  be  emi- 
nently 
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nently  lalutary,  it  would  not  only  efcape  every  thing  Hke 
angry  oppofition,  but  pafs  into  a law  in  all  the  dignity  of 
unanimous  and  univerfal  approbation. 

The  obje<5ls  which  this  bill  embraces  are  but  few;  it  propofes 
to  admit  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren  into  the  profeffion 
and  practice  of  the  law  in  all  its  various  departments ; to 
enable  them  alfo  to  eftablilli  literary  feminaries  and  academies 
for  the  inftru^bon  and  education  of  their  own  youth  ; and 
to  permit  intermarriagesofProteftants  and  Roman  Catholics  ; 
with  fome  fubordinate  provlhons^  on  which  I mean  not  at 
prefent  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  my  obfervations.  As  to 
the  firft  and  fecond  of  thefe  meafures,  juftice  and  humanity, 
as  well  as  found  policy,  forbid  all  rehftance  to  them.  We 
all  know  that  arts  and  fciences,  like  foils,  are  beft  improved 
by  culture  ; nor  is  the  profperity  of  a nation  more  marked 
by  the  number  and  induftry  of  its  citizens,  than  the  perfedl- 
ion  of  fcience  is  enfureJ  by  the  multitude  and  competition 
of  its  (Indents  and  its  votaries.  Juft  Heaven  ! Sir,  Is  the 
ample  page  of  knowledge’*  to  be  with-held  for  ever  from 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow  citizens  ? As  to  them,  are  the 
facred  fountains  of  fcience  and  of  truth  to  be  for  ever  dried 
up  ? Is  more,  much  more,  than  half  the  genius  of  the  land 
to  b^  condemned  to  pine  and  languifh  in  obfcurhy  for  ever  ? 
for  ever  to 

“ — — 'bludi  iinfeen, 

“ And  wafte  its  fweetnefs  on  the  delart  air  ?’* 

Or  is  it  to  be  for  ever  baniflied  from  our  hofpitable  (bores,  to 
leek  a wretched  afylum  in  fome  diftant  land,  until  happily 
at  length  impelled  and  elevked  by  its  native  energy,  it  may 
ferve  to  dignify  fome  foreign  court,  or  to  illuminate  fome 
other  hemifphere  ? Forbid  it,  Heaven  ! Forbid  it,  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  my  country  ! Forbid  it,  every  motive,  and 
every  principle  that  ought  to  fway  the  human  heart,  or 
guid  the  human  intellefl ! No,  Sir,  we  will  admit  our  Ro- 
man Catholic  brethien  into  the  profeflion  of  the  law  *,  we 

will 
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will  receive  them  with  open  arms  ; vve  will  enable  and  en- 
courage them  to  qualify  for  that  important  ftation  ; we  will 
contend  and  ftruggle  with  them  in  the  honeft  and  honoura- 
ble purfuits  of  fortune  and  of  fame  ; and  if  vanquiflied  in 
the  ftrife,  we  will  join  with  the  furrounding  world  in  admi- 
ring thofe  talents  which,  though  we  could  not  equal,  we 
dared  to  emulate. 

With  refpedfto  the  intermarriages  of  Protehants  and  Ro- 
man Catholics,  I feel  allured  it  is  a meafure  that  can  never 
meet  rehdance  within  thofe  walls.  In  a country  eminently 
diftinguilhed  by  the  beauty  of  its  women  and  gallantry  of 
its  men,  fhall  it  be  adjudged  criminal  to  admire  that,  from 
Whofe 

■ \ 

« Every  step  is  grace, 

“ And  eveiy^esmre  dignity  and  love !” 

Shall  It  be  deemed  a breach  of  allegiance  to  pay  homage  to 
beauty  ? Shall  loyalty  be  fet  at  variance  with  nature  ? Shall 
our  gracious  fovereign  be  forced  to  difputd  titles  with  the 
mighty  monarch  of  the  human  heart  ?”  And  fliall  love  in 
Ireland,  fhall  love  be  made  little  lefs  than  high  treafon  by 
law  ? Why,  Sir,  the  punifhmcnt  of  Tantalus  was  mercy  to 
this.  Such  horrid  laws  find  their  remedy  in  their  impo- 
tence ; their  cruelty  defeats  and  deftroys  their  efFedf,  and 
they  become  inoperative,  becaufe  they  are  unnatural.  Where 
God  and  nature  enjoy  admiration  and  efteem,  it  is  vain, 
as  well  as  finful,  in  law  to  prohibit  union.  The  inftindlive 
paffions  of  the  human  heart  will  force  their  way  in  fpite  of 
every  cruel  effort  to  check  or  to  fubdue  them ; and  when 
indulged,  when  virtuoufly  and  honourably  indulged,  gracious 
Heaven  ! (hall  all  their  holy  joys,  fhall  all  their  lacred  and 
myfterious  raptures  be,  by  a mercilefs  law,  converted  into 
pains  and  penalties  ? Shall  the  nuptiah  torch  ferve  only  to 
light  its  unoffending,  yet  unhappy,  votaries  to  their  tempo- 
ral undoing  ^ And  fhall  the  doating  hufband  be  forced  to 
contemplate,  in  the  perfon  of  his  lovely  wife,  the  fatal  drag, 

caft 
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caft  u po  n his  uoneft  ambition  *,  the  beauteous,  innocent, 
pitiable  burthen  that  is  to  weigh  him  dowm  in  life,  and  mar 
his  fortune  and  his  fame  for  ever  ? 

Away  with  fuch  abominable  laws  I Away  with  fuch  lavage 
legiflation;  and  away,  for  ever  away  with  fuch  mifchievous 
and  fuch  mercilefs , policy.  Let  us,  I conjure  the  houfe  by 
the  facred  names  of  charity  and  benevolence  1 Let  us  main- 
tain the  caufe  and  alTert  the  honeft,  virtuous  claims  of  na- 
ture. Let  us  adjure  all  tyranny  over  the  liuman  heart,  and 
vindicate  and  protect  thefe  amiable  and  irreliftible  attach- 
ments which  are  th^  prime  fources,  not  only  of  all  domeftic 
happinefs,  but  alfo  of  all  national  ftrength,  profperity,  and 
glory.  Let  us  once  more  throw  wide  the  golden  gates  of 
hallowed  love,  and  let  hymeneal  fongs  and  the  fympathetic 
murmurs  of  united  hearts  render  “ our  groves  harmonious.” 

I fear  I have  trefpalTed  on  the  attention  of  the  houfe  too 
long,  and  fhall  therefore  haften  to  conclude ; but  before  I 
refume  my  feat,  let  me  in  the  moll  folemn,  yet  in  the  mod 
luppliant  manner,  entreat  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  may  be 
apprehenlive  of  the  confequence  of  the  prefent  bill,  that 
while  they  regard,  with  a fteady  eye,  the  Proteftant  intereft, 
they  do  not  overlook  the  Roman  Catholic  virtue  *,  that  is,  in 
their  anxiety  to  preferve  what  is  called  the  Proteftant  afcen- 
dancy,  they  forget  not  to  alleviate  the  Roman  Catholic 
grievances ; fo  that  while  one  party  fliall  be  happy  in  the  pof- 
feftion  of  prerogative,  the  other  may  be  contented  in  the 
participation  of  privilege  ; always  remembering  that  kindnefs 
on  the  one  hand,  will  not,  cannot  fail  of  producing  gratiude 
on  the  other ; until,  after  a lengthened  period  of  mutual 
harmony,  cordiality,  and  affe£tion,  that  happy  moment,  fo 
much,  fo  devoutly  to  be  wiftied  for  by  every  real  friend  of 
this  country,  ftiall  arrive,  when  the  divided  names  of  Protef- 
tant and  Roman  Catholic  ftiall  be  heard  no  more,  but  mel- 
lowed and  melted  away — fliall  finally  lofe  themfelves  in  the 
more  endearing,  glorious,  and  divine  appellations  of  friend, 
brother,  and  fellow  Chriftian, 
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Acidrefs  on  hchalj  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  Lord  Luu^^ 
tenant. — RefoluUons  and  proceedings  of  the  Catholic  body- 
“ — motion  of  Mr,  Ponforby  refpcRing  the  Trade  of  Ireland, 
— Speakers  addrefs  on  prejentlng  the  money  bills. — Con^ 
clujion  of  the  fcffon. — Lord  Lieutenant' s fpeech, — fcjfion  of 

^793* — Debates  re j peeling  parliamentary  rejerm-^the  like 

eoyicerning  vofnieers. 


the  27th  of  December  I79i>  the  following  addrefa, 
on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was  prefented  to  the  Lord. 
Lieutenant. 

To  hls^  Excellency  Johny  Earl  of  Wejltnor eland,  I^ard  Lleute-. 
n.anty  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland, 

We,  the  undernamed,  his  Majefty’s  mod;  dutiful  andloyal 
fubjedfs,  Roman  Catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  ded- 
rous  at.all  times  to  declare,  unequivocally  our  fentiments  of 
loyalty  to  qur  mod  gracious  Sovereign,  and  our  attachment 
to  the  Conditution,  difclaiming  every  word  or  acl:  which  can 
d.iredlly  or  indiredlly  tend  to  alarin  the  minds  of  our  brethren, 
pr  didurb  the  tranquillity  of  this  country,  have,  in.  order  to 
prevent  mifreprefentation  or  mifeonception  of  our  fentiments, 
thought  it  neceflary  now  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the 
refolutions  hereunto  annexed. 

VoL.  II.  u 
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We  confide  in  your  Excellency’s  goodnefi’,  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  toreprefent  us  to  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  fuch 
as  we  really  are,  grateful  for  the  mild  and  benevolent  difpo- 
fition  he  has  been  always  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fliew  toward 
us. 

We  rely  with  confidence  on  our  paft  as  a pledge  for  oor  fu-f 
ture  good  conduct,  and  as  we  feel  moO:  ftrongly  the  benefits 
that  have  arifen  not  only  to  us  in  particular,  but  to  this  kingr 
dom  in  general,  from  the  indulgence  which,  through  the 
wlfdom  of  the  legiflature,  we  have  already  received,  fo  we 
look  with  refpeclful  confidence  to  its  wifdom,  liberality,  and 
benevolence,  for  a further  extenfion  of  its.  favours. 

Refolved,  that  application  be  made  to  the  legiflature  dur- 
ing the  next  fefiion  of  parliament,  for  a farther  repeal  of  th^. 
Jaws  affedling  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Refolved,  That  grateful  for  former  conceinons,  we  do, 
not  prefume  to  point  out  the  meafure  or  extent  to  which, 

^ fuch  repeal  fhould  be  carried,  but  leave  the  fame  to  tJie  wif- 
dom  and  difcretion  of  the  legiflature.  fully  confiding  in  their 
liberality  and  benevolence,  that  it  will  be  as  ex-tenfive  as  the. 
circumflances  of  the  times  and  the  general  welfare  of  the. 
Empire  fliall,  in  their  confideration,  render  prudent  andr 
expedient. 

Refolved,  That  firmly  attached  to  our  moft  gracious  Sove^ 
reign  and  the  conflitution  of  the  kingdom,  aud  anxioully  de- 
firous  to  promote  tranquillity  and  fubjeflion  to  the  laws,  w^. 
will  fludioufly  avoid  all  meafures  winch  can  either  dire(511y  or 
indire^lly  tend  to  difturb  or  impede  the  fame,  and  will  rely 
on  the  wifdom  and  benevolence  of  the  legiflature,  as  the 
fource  from  which  we  defire  to  obtain  a further  relaxation  of 
the  above-mentioned  laws. 


This 
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This  addrefs  was  figned. 

FINGALj  GORMANSTOWN,  KENMARE,  J.  TROY, 
I).  D.  R.  Cath.  A.  D.  Hon.  J Prehon,  Gormanstown,^ 
Co. ’Meath,— Valentine  Browne,  Killarney,  Co.  Kerry^ 
Sir  Patrick  Bellew,  Bart.  B^rmeath,  Co.  Louth, — Sir,^ 
1 homas  Ermon4>  Bart.  Co.  Wexford, 

And  by  above  40  others,  of  like  refpectabihty. 

The  general  wish  of  the  Catholics  went  farther  than  this 
addrefs  exprelTes  : they  defired  to  be  put  complately  on  a like 
footing  with  Proteftant  fubjedfs,  and  the  addrefs  was  ceafur- 
ed  at  feveral  public  meetings,  particularly  by  the  General, 
Committee  of  the  Roman  Catholics;  who  on  the  14th  of- 
January,  I792>  publiBied  the  following  refolutions, 

1.  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to, the  Lord  Lieutenant  of' 
Ireland,  to  requeft  his  Excellency  to  certify  to^  his  Majefly, 

- the;  ardent,  zealous,  and  loyal  attachment  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  this  kingdom  to  his  Majefty’s  perfbn  and  govern- 
ment, and  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  the  motives  which  have 
induced  us  to  withhold  our  fignatures  from  a certain  paper, 
purporting  to  be  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  re- 
folutions  annexed,  and  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Lord 
Ketimare,  on  the  27th  December,  to  explain  at  large  to  his 
Majefty  the  circumftances  of  that  whole  tranfaflion. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  many  or 
ipoft  of  the  perfons  who  figned  the  laid  addrefs,  being  igno- 
rant of  feveral. collateral  and  antecedent  circumftances,  could 
not  poflibly,  apprehend  the  real  drift  and  objedl  thereof,  and^ 
confequently  that  the  addrefs  was  furreptitioufly  obtained. 

3.  That  the  faid  addrefs  (under  pretence  of  fatisfying  un- 
founded alarms,  and  a fuppofed  uneaftnefs  in  the  public 
mind,  which,  had.  no  real  exiftence)  was  fabricated  for  the 

U z purpofe 


£59  Conedanca  Fcli'tica. 

purpofe  of  throwing  imputations  of  faction  and  turbulence 
cn  this  Committee,  for  rcfufing  to  difavow  a publication  in 
v/hich  this  Committee  were  not  concerned,  and  principles  of 
fedition  which  that  publication  did  not  contain,  and  with 
' which  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  never  have  beer; 
tainted. 

4.  That  the  fald  addrefs,  replete  with  ambiguous  ex-- 
preflions,  was  alfo  intended,  obliquely  and  infidioufly,  to 
convey  an  opinion  that  this  Couimittee  vva,s  net  compofed  of 
men  of  property  apd  refpedfable  gentlemen  of  our  perfuafi^ 
cn,  but  of  low  and  fa6lious  perfons,  not  really  reprefenting 
the  confequence,  or  fpeaking  the  voice  of  the  Roman  Cu-^ 
tholics  of  this  kingdom. 

5.  That  the  faid  iinpilcations,  both  equally  falfe,  are  high-» 
ly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  tQ 
the  Community  at  large,  as  rendering  it  dilBcult  to  afeertain 
which,  whom,  or  bn  what  principles  to  deal  with  the  Ko* 
man  Catholics,  from  the  uncertainty  of  v/ho  is,  or  who  is 
not  entitled  to  fpeak  their  voice. 

f).  That  the  faid  addrefs  was  likewife  the  organ  of  another 
defign  of  a hill  rnore  dangerous  tendency,  viz.  to  convey  a 
falfe  impreffion  to  the  nation,  the  parliament,  and  the  King 
himfelf,  concerning  the  true  ftate,  the  real  wants,  the  temp- 
er and  difpofitions  of  this  great  body  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
and  loyal  fubje£ls ; things  moft  nccefTary  to  be  kr^own,  and 
duly  attended  to  by  every  wifp  government. 

7.  That  this  defperate  and  complicated  frratagern  w^as  fllll 
farther  aggravated  by  laying  a trap  for  the  loyalty  of  our  bo- 
dy, and  coming  forward  under  cover  of  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefly,  which  being  the  natural  channel  of  communication 
between  King  and  people,  ought  ever  to  be  preferved  facred 
and  violate  from  all  fraud  and  dyceit. 


S.  Tha^ 
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That  another  objecSt  of  the  promoters  of  the  fald  ad- 
di-ers,  was  to  form  divifions,  and  to  difTeminate  difeord  a-* 
mongthe  Roman  Catholics,  in  order  toobftrudt  their  eman- 
cipation a projecSt  which  has,  for  fome  time  paft,  been 
tarried  on  with  great  art  and  induftry,  which  has  more  par- 
ticularly appeared  in  the  moft  pernicious  and  dangerous  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  from  the  Laity, 
and  fet  them  at  variance^ 

9.  That  the  devices  concealed  in  the  faid  addrefs,and  ma- 
ny other  proceedings  of  a limilar  nature,  only  render  it  more  ' 
incumbent  on  the  Committee  to  continue  its  exertions  to 
procure  the  repeal  of  laws,  which  gratify,  but  do  not  allay, 
the  animofity  of  our  adverfaries,  and  which,  inftead  of  co- 
operation, procure  us  enemies,  even  in  the  companions  of 
our  afilieflions. 

10.  That  tho’  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdbm  la- 
bour under  many  and  feveral  reftridlions,  they  are  not,  and 
never  were,  deprived  of  all  their  rights. 

1 1.  That  it  is  not  only  the  undoubted  right,  but  alfo  the 
bounden  duty,  of  all  the  rubje<n:s  of  this  realm,  by  petition 
to  parliament,  both  to  point  out  their  own  particular  griev- 
ances, but  alfo  offer  their  opinions  to  the  legiflature,  con- 
terning  the  interefts  and  general  policy  of  the  kingdom. 

12.  That  a proper  mode  be  adopted  to  call  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  the  grievances  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
to  point  out  the  meafures  and  extent,  to  which  it  is  expedi- 
ent and  neceflary  to  relieve  them  from  the  reftriflions  and 
dil qualifications  under  which  they  labour. 

13.  That  it  Is  declared  by  a flatute  patTed  in  the  17th  and  ♦ 
1 8th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  follows,  viz.  It  mu^.add  _ 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  kingdom,  but  tq 
the  profperity  and  ftrength  of  all  his  Majefty’?  dominions, 

that 
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that  his  liibjc£ls  of  all  denomination  would  enjoy  the  bletf- 
ingj  of  our  free  Conftitution. 

14.  That  notwithftanding  the  aforefaid  declaration,  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  neither  having,  nor  be- 
ing able  to  acquire,  any  right  or  privilege,  franchife,  elec- 
tive or  reprefentative,  are  wholly  excluded  and  feparated  out 
of,  and  from  the  high  Court  of  Parliament,  to  have  any 
Knights  or  Burgeffes  within  the  laid  Commons  ; and  for  as 
much  as  the  faid  Roman  Catholics  have  always  hitherto 
been  bound  by  the  a£ls  and  ftatutes  made  in  the  fame  Court, 
they  have  oftentimes  fuftained  manifold  Ioffes  and  damages, 
and  have  been  grieved  with  a£ls  and  flatutes  made  within 
the  faid  Court,  as  well  derogatory  to  their  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges, as  prejudicial  to  the  politic  government  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  Common  Weal* 

15.  That  an  humble  and  dutiful  reprefentation  be  made  to 
Parliament,  that  in  conformity  to  the  above  cited  declarati- 
on, that  capital  grievance,  the  caufe  of  every  other,  be  alle- 
viated or  finally  done  away. 

Signed  by  order. 

RICHARD  M’CORMICK,  Sec* 

We  may  perceive  from  thefe  publications  the  difference  of 
opinion  amongft  the  Roman  Catholic  body  in  political  points 
the  fubje<fl  therefore  of  elective  franchife  remained  for  fu- 
ture dilcuffion. — But  what  has  been  already  ftated  were  not 
the  only  matters  of  importance  which  came  under  enquiry 
during  the  feffion  we  now  fpeak  of — the  trade  of  Ireland 
alfo  engaged  its  attention: — We  (hall  ftate  this  buffnefs  con- 
cifely  in  the  words  of  a modern  writer. 

* « When  Ireland  (faid  he)  afferted  her  right  to  trade 
with  the  whole  world,  there  was  no  refervation  made  with 

regard 
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regard  to  India.  We  might  have  proceeded  dire^lly  to  thofc 
wealthy  regions,  had  we  not  retrained  ourfelves  by  our  reve- 
nue law.  Laft  feflion  the  attention  of  the  houfe  was  drawn 
to  this  important  queftion.  It  was  clearly  proved  that  Ire- 
land paid  upwards  of  500,000!.  a year  to  England  for  India 
goods  alone ; but  this  year,  the  reafons  for  aflerting  our 
right  were  llronger  than  they  were  laft  *,  inafmuch,  as  the 
minifter  was  to  fettle  this  bargain  with  the  Eaft  India  con>. 
pany,  which,  if  he  was  permitted  to  do  without  any  claim 
being  made  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  it  might  be  alledged  that 
we  had  tacitly  renounced  our  rights  in  favour  of  the  Eaft 
India  company. 

In  order  to  obviate  fuch  conftrucStions,  and  thereby  to  o- 
pen  a direct  trade  between  this  country  and  India,  Mr. 
•Ponfonby  moved,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  to  repeal 
every  law  which  prohibited  a trade  from  Ireland  to  the 
. .countries  lying  Eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

When  we  had  obtained  the  free  trade  in  the  year  1779, 
the  Indian  trade  was  omitted,  it  was  aifo  omitted  in  the  year 
1782.  In  1783  and  1784,  Mr.  Corry  with  that  zeal  and 
integrity  which  have  ever  marked  his  character  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country,  moved  for  a committee  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  Eaft  India  trade  ; and  the  right  of  the  country 
was  in  oonfequence  acknowledged.  But  Mr.  Corry  did  not 
prefs  the  bufinefs  any  farther,  clearly  perceiving  he  had  not 
fupport  to  carry  it  into  effeeft. 

Our  right  to  the  trade  being  thus  eftabliflisd,  it  was  cen- 
ceived  to  be  moft  prudent  to  accede  to  a temporary  relin- 
quiftiment  of  the  exercife  of  it.  The  trade  to  China  was 
conceived  to  be  the  worft  for  a country  fttuated  like  this, 
which  required  a quick  return,  and  not  the  very  flow  one, 
which  a trade  that  requires  a navigation  equal  to  the  circum- 
ference qf  the  globe  would  yield.  Such  is  the  trade  of  China. 

It 
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It  was  not  a trade  that  exported  mamifadlure  and  brought 
home  money,  nor  even  a trade  which  exchanged  manufa£lure 
for  manufacture,  but  a trade  which  required  an  export  of 
money,  and  a return  of  manufacture,  and  that  too  the  flow- 
eft  pofiible  return. 

Do£l:or  Adam  Smith,  who  may  be  confidered  one  of  the 
firft  political  writers  of  the  age,  is  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  better  for  a country  of  fmall  capital,  to  buy  for  fome  time 
even  at  an  high  price  from  other  European  nations,  the  Eaft 
India  goods  it  had  occafion  for,  than  to  import  them  direCI- 
ly  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 

What  it  might  lofe  by  the  high  price  of  thefe  goods,  he 
fays  could  feldom  be  equal  to  the  lofs  which  it  would  fuftain 
by  the  deftruCticn  of  a large  portion  of  its  capital  from  other 
emplayrnents,  more  neceftary,  or  more  fuitable  to  its  cir^ 
cumftances  and  fituation  than  a direCI  trade  to  India.  Mr. 
Ponfonby^s  motion  fell  to  the  ground,  on  which  occafion 
he  declared  that  he  never  would  vote  with  any  adminiftratioa 
until  this,  and  the  other  meafures  to  which  he  and  the 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  afted,  were  pledged,  fiiould  be 
obtained. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  the  Speaker  prefenting  the 
money  bills  for  the  royal  aftent,  fpoke  as  follows. 

May  it  plea  je  your  Excellency  ^ 

' The  Commons  of  Ireland  attend  with  the  fiipplles.  - 
While  they  may  look  back  with  a confeious  pride  to 
their  fpirited  and  luccersful  meafures  for  preventing  an  jn^ 
creafe  of  the  national  debt,  as  one  great  caufe  of  the  extent- 
lion  of  trade,  agriculture  and  manufactures,  which  has  with 
a rapid  and  uninterrupted  progrefs  raifed  this  kingdom  to  a 
ftate  of  profperlty  and  wealth  never  before  experiertced  in  it, 
they  know  that  the  continuance  of  that  profperity  would 

foon 
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foon  ceafe  if  it  were  riot  cheriflied  arid  maintained  by  our 
moft  excellent  conttitution,  in  which  liberty  and  order  are 
fo  happily  blended  that  every  fubjedt  equally  enjoys  their 
influence,  and  feels  his  perfon,  his  induftry  and  propeftyj 
equally  and  effedlually  protected  by  it* 

“ Its  prelervation  therefore  muft  ever  be  the  gteat  objedt 
of  their  care,  and  there  is  no  principle  on  which  it  is  found- 
ed fo  eflential  fo  its  prefervation,  nor  more  juftly  dear  10 
their  patriotic  and  loyal  feelings,  than  that  which  has  fettled 
the  throne  of  thefe  realms  on  his  Majefty^s  illuftrious  houfe  ; 
on  it,  and  on  the  provifions  for  fecuring  a Protcftant  parlia- 
ment, depends  the  Proteftant  afcendancy,  and  with  it  the 
continuance  of  the  many  bleflings  we  now  enjoy. 

**  The  bills  which  I hold  contain  the  ufiial  grants,  and  I 
have  the  moft  lincere  happinefs  in  prefenting  them  to  your 
Excellency,  whofe  knowledge  of  the  true  interefts  of  Ireland, 
and  whofe  anxiety  to  promote  its  welfare,  has  been  proved 
to  us  by  the  firmeft  vigilance,  and  prudence  of  your  admini- 
ftration. 

Thefe  fupplies  are  contained  in  the  bills  which  I have  the 
honour  of  prefenting  to  your  Excellency  for  the  royal  af- 
fent.” 

On  the  1 8th  of  April  following  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued to  the  18th  of  June  next -—The  Lord  Lieutenant 
clofed  the  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  difpatch  you  have  given  to  the  national  buflnefs 
enables  me  to  clofe  the  feflion,  and  to  relieve  you  from  fur- 
ther attendance  in  parliament. . 


Gentlemen 
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“ GentUmen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

“ His  Majefty  commands  me  to  thank  you  for  the  fuppfieS 
you  have  voted  for  the  public  fervice  ; you  may  depend  upon 
their  faithful  application  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
granted. 

“ Tkfy  Lords  and  Gentlctnerty 

“ I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  evprefs  his  approbati- 
on of  the  wifdom  that  has  guided  your  proceedings  during 
the  prefent  feflion,  efpecially  in  the  liberal  indulgences  you 
have  afforded  to  your  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  by  efta- 
blifhing  the  legality  of  intermariage,  by  admitting  them  to 
the  profeffion  of  the  law,  and  the  benefits  of  education,  and 
by  removing  all  reftriflions  upon  their  Induftry  in  trade  and 
manufa^ures. 

Your  knowledge  of  the  true  interefts  of  your  country  is 
plainly  marked  in  the  meafure  you  have  adopted,  for  carry- 
ing into  effed  a reciprocal  preference  in  the  corn  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  a fyftem  beneficial  to  both  countries,  and  pe- 
culiarly advantageous  to  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  that 
fource  of  your  wealth  and  profperity.  The  further  fteps  you 
have  taken  to  check  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors, 
and  your  wife  regulations  for  the  charitable  inftitutions, 
prove  your  attention  to  the  interefts  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people. 

1 fhall  firmly  rely  on  your  cordial  co-operation  for  the 
fupport  of  public  order,  and  the  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
laws,  by  which  alone  the  fruits  of  national  induftry  can  be 
fecured  ; and  when  you  reflect  upon  the  flourifhing  refour- 
ces,  the  encreafing  wealth  and  unexampled  profperity  of  the 
country,  you  will  not  fail  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people,  that  the  maintenance  of  our  free  and  happy  confti- 
tution  will  enfure  the  continuance  of  thefe  invaluable 
bleffingsd* 


On 
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On  the  loth  of  Janiiary  1793,  Parliament  again  aflembled, 
when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  open’d  the  fcfllon  with  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech^ 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlmetiy 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  meet  you  in  parlia- 
ment, and  to  exprefs  his  fatisfa^ion  in  reforting  to  your 
councils  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs. 

His  Majefty  feels  the  utmoff  concern  that  various  at- 
tempts fliould  have  been  made  to  excite  a fpirit  of  difcontent 
and  difturbance,  and  that  appearances  fhould  have  manifeft- 
ed  themfelves  in  any  part  of  this  kingdom,  of  a defign  to  ef- 
fect by  violence  an  alteration  in  the  conftitution. 

It  is  an  additlbnal  ground  of  uneafinefs  to  his  Majeffy 
that  views  of  conqueft  and  dominion  fliould  have  incited 
France  to  interfere  with  the  government  of  other  countries, 
and  to  adopt  meafures  with  regard  to  his  Majefty’s  allies,  the 
States  General,  neither  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations 
nor  the  pofltive  ftipulations  of  exifting  treaties,  efpecially 
when  both  his  Majefty  and  the  States  General  had  obferved 
the  ftri(fteft  neutrality  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  France. 

“ Under  thefe  circumftances  I have  ordered,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty’s commands,  an  augmentation  of  the  forces  upon  this 
eftablifliment.  ^ 

By  the  advice  of  the'piirivy  council,  meafures  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  corn,  provifions,  and 
naval Jlores,  arms  and  ammunition.  The  circumftances  whyrh 
rendered  thefe  meal ures  neceffaryj  will,  I truft,  juftify  any 
temporary  infringement  of  the  laws,  and  wiil  induce  you  to 
give  them  a parliamentary  fandlion. 

If  It 
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“ It  will  afford  his  Majefty  the  greateft  ratlsfa^Tklon,  if,  by  i 
temperate  and  firm  condu£l,  the  bleffmgs  of  peace  can  be 
continued  ; but  he  feels  affured  of  your  zealous  concurrence 
in  his  determination  to  provide  for  the  fecarity  and  interelts 
of  his  dominions,  and  to  fulfil  thofe  pciitive  engagements  to 
which  he  is  equally  bound  by  the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
the  general  interefls  of  the  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houje  of  Commons.^ 

* I have  ordered  the  national  accounts  to  be  laid  before 
you,  and  I have  no  doubt  of  your  readinefs  to  grant  fucli 
fupplies  for  the  public  fervice,  as  the  honour  and  fecurity  of 
his  Majefty’s  crown  and  government,  and  the  exigencies  of 
the  times,  may  require. 

‘‘  My  Lords  and  Gentkthen^ 

. “ The  agriculture,  the  manufa£lures,  and  particularly  the 
linen  manufacture,  the  Proteftant  charter  Ichools,  and  other 
public  inftitutions,  which  have  fo  repeatedly  been  the  obieCts 
of  your  care,  will,  1 doubt  not,  engage  your  accuftomed  re- 
gard and  liberality. 

“ I am  to  recommend  to  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  to 
adopt  fuch  meafurcj  as  may  be  moft  advifeable  for  the  main- 
tenance of  internal  tranquillity,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  ren- 
der more  effectual  the  law  for  eftabli-hlng  a militia  in  this 
kingdom. 

His  Majeftyhas  the  fulleft  confidence  that  you  will,  on 
all  occafions,  fhew  your  firm  determination  to  enforce  due 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
government,  in  which  you  m^y  depend  upon  his  Majefiy’s 
cordial  co-operation  and  fupport : and  I have  it  in  particular 
command  from  his  majefiy  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  the  confideration  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 

molv 
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rooft  likely  to  ftrengthen  and  cement  a general  union  of 
Ifenriment  among  all  clafTes  and  deferiptions  of  his  Majefty’s 
it^ecls  in  fupport  of  the  eftabliflied  conftitution  ; with  this 
view  his  Majefty  truds  that  the  htuation  of  his  Majefty’s  Ca- 
tholic fubje£ls  will  engage  your  ferious  attention,  and  in  the 
confideration  of  this  fubje£l  he  relies  on  the  wifdom  and 
liberality  of  his  parliament, 

<<  I am  truly  fenfible  of  the  repeated  teftimony  which  I 
have  received  of  your  approbation,  and  1 will  endeavour  to 
merit  a continuance  of  your  good  opinion,  by  ftrenuoufly 
exerting  the  power  with  which  I am  entrufted  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  excellent  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  as 
the  bed;  fecurity  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubje^t,  and  the  prof- 
perity  of  Ireland,” 

The  bufinefs  of  parlianientary  reform  and  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, ftill  continued  to  engage  the  attention  of  parlia- 
jnent,  and  on  January  the  14th,  1793* 

Mr.  William  Brabazon  Ponfonby  arofeto  folicit  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houle.  I believe  (faidhe)  that  every  gentle- 
man will  agree  with  me,  that  this  country  now  ftands  in  a 
fituatipn  in  which  it  never  ftood  before;  a fituation  cer- 
tainly of  much  difticulty,  and  confequently  of  fome  danger, 
I am  fure  that  no  man  can  be  more  defirous  than  I am,  to 
give  every  conftitutional  fupport  to  the  crown  for  the  benefit 
and  defence  of  the  country.  I totally  difapprove  of  the 
wild  and  mifehievous  deeftrines  which  have  of  late  found 
their  way  into  this  country ; I dillike  republican  principles, 
I deteft  republics,  becaufe,  from  all  the  knowledge  I have 
been  able  to  acquire  of  the  ancient  republics,  and  that  which 
J have  of  the  exifting  republics  of  Europe,  I am  fatisfied  they 
are  governments  unfavourable  to  national  liberty. 


I hope 
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I hope  to  fee  a limited  monarchy  perpetuated  in  this  coutw 
try,  as  the  beft  and  wifeft  government  poflible.  I reflefl- 
with  great  concern  on  the  abufes  of  the  conftitution,  ancl 
that  every  argument  which  has  hitherto  been  ufed,  and  eve- 
ry effort  which  has  been  made  to  remedy  theca  has  been 
treated  with  contempt  by  the  minlfters  of  the  crowm  I can- 
not help  obferving  that  the  adminiftration  of  this  country 
and  that  of  England,  (on  which  it  depends,)  has  been  fo, 
blind  to  its  own  intereft,  as  to  (hew  a total  difregard  to  the. 
murmurs  and  complaints  of  an  injured  nation  ; their  obfti- 
nate  perfeverance  in  this  fyftem,  wiH,  in  the  end,  induce 
meafures  in  which  they  will  be  forced  to  acquiefee* 

Every  effort  having  hitherto  proved  ineffe£l>ual  for  the  cor- 
redfion  of  thefe  abufes,  we  muft  now  have  reqourfe  to  fome- 
thing  more  radical  and  effedlual.  I fhould  be  exceedingly 
forry  indeed  that  any  perfon  fhould  conceive  that  I could, 
for  a moment,  harbour  the  idea  of  altering  the  conftitution 
of  this  country ; but  in  endeavouring  to  corredlthe  abufes,  X 
am  certain,  I do  not  interfere  with  the  principles  of  it,  and 
under  that  convidlion,  I fhall  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
fubmitting  a propofal  to  the  houfe,  for  a more  equal  repre*^ 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

Mr.  Conolly  rofe,  to  declare  the  refolution  to  fupport 
the  meafure  propofed  by  his  right  honourable  friend.  In 
1782,  he  obferved,  a propoljition  of  this  kind  came  before 
the  houfe,  but  it  came  from  a body  of  armed  men  fitting 
in  the  metropolis. — Such  a propofition  from  fuch  a body  he 
would  always  think  it  right  to  refift — becaufe  the  power  of 
reforming  the  parliament  refided  in  the  parliament  itfelf ; it 
was  on  that  account  he  rejected  the  propofal  then.  Since, 
that  period  the  public  grievances  had  encreafed  very  con- 
liderably — other  remedies  to  heal  them  had  been  in  vain  at- 
tempted ; — he  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  Gownment 
to  turn  their  thoughts  to  that  grand  one — reform.  When 

the 
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the  houfe  fhould  atchieve  that,  gs  he  had  no  doubt  but  they 
would  do,  they  would  havQ  attained  the  falvation  of  their 
country^-  The  Catholics,  he  obferved,  require  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  cooftitution  ; if  a reform  were  eftcfled,  it  would 
be  for  the  public  good  they  fhould  be  admitted ; but  while 
things  continued  in  their  prefent  Hate,  it  would  be  only 
making  bad  worfe. 

Mr.  Grattan.  Never,  never  fince  I have  fat  in  parllamenti, 
did  I hear  words  that  gave  me  more  fatisfaftion.  I have 
been  near  feventeen  years  a member  of  parliament,  and 
never  did  I hear  in  this  hqnfe  oratory  more  convincing  or 
tranfpprting.  I feel  myfelf  young,  and  my  mind  poflefled 
with  rapture  little  known  to  men  of  my  time  of  life,  except 
on  fuch  an  occafion  as  this.  I had  myfelf  intended  to  have 
brought  forth  the  queftion  of  the  reform  of  parliament,  but 
I did  not  wifli  to  pre-occupy  fuch  a queftion  ; for  what  right 
had  I to  earn  popularity  at  the  expence  of  other  men  ? 
Thofe  are  the  gentlemen  who  ought  to  lead  in  this  great 
queftion  ; — the  men  who  make  the  facrifices,  to  them  be- 
longs the  laurel ; — be  it  my  humble  office  to  follow  on  this? 
fubjedl,  and  to  applaud, 

And  while  along  the  tlream  of  time  their  name 
Expanded  flies,  and  gathers  all  its  fame, 

Say,  fhall  this  little  bark 

This  Is  not  the  firfl:  time  In  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  made  facrifices  to  the  country  *,  in  1769  that 
gentleman,  and  all  his  connections,  were  deprived  of  all 
their  emoluments,  for  fupporting  the  privileges  of  this  houfe 
againft  an  altered  money  bill.  In  1789  they  were  alfo  dif- 
mifled,  for  defending  the  privileges  of  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  againft:  an  unconftitutional  and  condemned 
viceroy  ; and  now  they  advance  a third  time  to  furrender 
great  power,  all  their  monopolies,  and  to  embark  in  the 
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vefTel  of  the  commonwealth,  and  fairly  and  proudly  to  rifsj, 
or  fall  with  the  fortunes  of  their  country. — They  place 
right ; their  natural  htqation  in  this  country  is  fo  con{idera» 
ble  that  whatever  family  facrifices  they  make  to  the  public 
weal,  they  muft  always  occupy  a prime  cortditipn,  from  their 
property,  character,  integrity,  and  talents,. 

The  queftlon  of  parliamentary  reform  is  now  fairly, 
brought  forth ; it  confifts,  I think,  of  two  parts,  external, 
and  internal.  The  external  relates  to  the  creation  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  ; the  internal,  to  its  corruption.  A radi- 
cal reformation  in  both  is  indifpenfable  ; firft,  it  is  indif- 
penfable  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  fhould  be  chofen  by 
the  people ; fecond,  that  after  it  is  chofen  by  the  people,  it 
fhould  not  be  bought  by  the  minifter.  In  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  and  ftill  more  in  both,  the  people  are  not  reprefent-, 
ed.  The  houfe  of  Commons  is  not  chofen  by  them  ; the, 
houfe  is  governed  by  the  minifter.  The  people  have  not; 
the  blellings  of  the  conilitution  *, — they  are  not  reprefentedj 
— they  are  deprived  of  that  great  and  invaluable  bleffing, 
fuppofed  td  be  poflefTed  by  the  eledlors  of  this  kingdom,  the, 
bleffing  of  being  reprefented  ; and  accordingly  we  find  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  organ  of  a will  other  than  that  of 
the  people — the  will  of  the  minifter,  the  will  of  the  viceroy, 
the  will  of  the  fecretary,  but  not  the  will  of  the  people. 
This  is  an  abufe  fo  evident,  and  fo  fatal,  that  I need  not 
imprefs  it  more  deeply  upon  you  ; indeed  you  feem  fully 
fenfible  of  it  ; and  now,  when  the  perfons  interefted  in  the 
above  come  forth  to  you  to  furrender  that  intereft,  who  can 
defend  fuch  a mifchief,  or  refufe  fuch  a facrifice  ? — I mean, 
therefore,  to  move  for  a committee  to  inquire  into  the  abuf- 
cs  that  obtain  in  the  formation  of  the  reprefentation ; but  as 
thofe  abufes  are  not  all  I mean  to  extend  the  inquiry  to,  the 
abufts  that  obtain  in  the  corruption  of  that  reprefentation, 
which  are  both  contained  in  the  words,  abufes  of  the  confti- 
tution  ; it  will  not  be  fufiicient,  depend  upon  it,  that  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  he  chofen  by  the  people,  ii  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  that  the  houfe,  after  it  is  fo.  chofen  by 
the  people,  flaould  not  be  bought  by  the  minifter,  otherwife 
|he  people  would  have  only  the  trouble  to,  eledl  men  for  the 
minifter  afterwards  to  purchafe  ; and  therefore  it  is,  I wifh 
to  imprefs  on  gentlemen  the  necelTIty  ot  attending  to  this 
part  of  the  reform  of  parliament,  its  internal  reform,  on 
which  the  purity  of  its  condufl  depends.  In  vain  may  the 
people  fend  men  to  parliament,  fairly  and  popularly  elecfled, 
if  the  minifter  has  a power  of  giving  thofe  men  places  and 
penfions  wjtl^out  number,  and  without  refponhbility  ; or, 
as  has  been  difclofed  by  one  of  our  minifters,  a power  of 
charging  the  nation  with  half  a million,  or  any  other  fum, 

1 however  great,  to  purchafe  a majority  in  parliament;  there- 
fore do  not  imagine  you  have  fecured  to  the  people  an  ade- 
quate, or  any  reprefentation,  by  giving  them  a fair  and  ade- 
quate right  of  choice,  if  you  leave  to  the  miniher  the  un- 
controlled and  indefinite  right  of  bribery  : a place  bill,  pen- 
iion  bill,  refponfibility  bill,  are  therefore  a neceffary  part  o£ 
the  great  fyftem  which  you.  are  proceeding  to  form  for  your 
country.  The  whole  muft  be  reformed  by  a radical  meafure. 
The  nation  experts  it,  and  you  have  taught  the  nation  to 
expefl  it.  The  meafure  muft  fecure  to  the  people  of  this 
I country  a reprefentation  elcfled  by  the  people,  and  indepeu- 
j dent  of  the  minifter  5 nothing  lefs  than  that  is  worthy  of  the 
occafion,  nor  adequate  to,  the  exigency  or  the  expectation 
we  muft  have  in  thefe  walls,  the  real  genuine  choice  ohthe 
people,  unbought,  ^unftipulated.  The  motion  therefore, 
which  I mean  to  lubrnit,  goes  to.  this  part  of  the  fabjeft,  viz. 
to  inquire  into  the  abufes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  re- 
I gulation  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  as  well  as  its  formation  ; 
it  goes  to  the  whole  of  the  houfe  of  Commons ; excefs  of 
influence  and  defefls  of  reprefentation.  Gentlemen  fay, 
this  is  no  time  for  fuch  a meafure  ; I anfwer  the  argument 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who  fay  not  now,  at  leaft  feme  of  them, 
have  at  all  times  oppofed  parliamentary  reform,  and  oppofed 
VoL.  II.  ' 'X  it 
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it  net  on  the  time,  but  the  principle  ; oppofed  it,  becaufe 
they  had  an  intereft  in  preferring  a reprefentation  by  bo- 
rough, to  a reprefentation  by  the  people.  But,  Sir,  if  the 
queftion  wanted  the  aid  of  an  argument  arifing  from  the 
time,  I fay,  the  queftion  has  that  argument  in  the  prefent  mo- 
ment. Is  not  a French  republic  fet  up  by  convention  abroad, 
and  alleged  to  be  fet  up  by  a few  at  home,  in  rivalfhip  to  the 
Britifh  conftitution  ; and  is  not  this  the  moment  to  give  that 
conftitution  all  its  natural  advantages,  by  purging  it  of  all  its 
iinnatural  deformities?  How.  can  j^ou  combat  the  French 
doflrlne  lo  well,  or  effedlually,  as  by  the  reform  of  parlia- 
ment ? That  is,  by  the  conftitution  of  England,  its  fub^ 
ftance  and  not  its  fhadow..  Another  argument  the  time 
fuggefts  is,  the  agitation  of  this  queftion  at  prefent  with  the 
people  : it  is  now  abroad.  At  a period  .lefs  anxious,  the 
moving  the  queftion  had  been  to  agitate  the  people ; but  the 
people  being  now  agitated,  the  moving  the  queftion  is  the 
only  way  to  compofe  them.  From  the  beft  information  I can 
collect,  nothing  will  fatisfy  the  North  but  a reform  of  parlia- 
ment, nothing  will  fatisfy  the  people  but  a reform  of  parlia? 
ment.  There  is  another  argument  in  favour  of  agitating  the 
queftion  now,  which  exifted  at  no  other  time  but  the  pre- 
fent, and  that  is,  that  there  was  no  other  time  in  which  you 
had  a chance  of  fucceeding.  It  is  in  my  mind  always  an 
argument  for  bringing  forward  a queftion,  that  you  have  it 
in  your  power  to  fucceed..  This  is  the  time  j aimi  the  quefti- 
on now  and  you  prevail,  and  in  that  fiiccefs  you  fecure  to 
the  country  thofe  bleffiugs  of  liberty  and  conftitution,  of 
which  fhe  has  heard  fo  much,  and  naturally  longs  to 
tafte. 

I move  you,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what  abufes,  have  taken  place  in  the  con- 
ftitution of  this  country,  or  the  adminiftration  of  its  govern- 
ment, and  to  report  fuch  temperate  remedies,  as  may  appear 
,inoft  likely  to  redrefs  the  fame. 


Mr. 
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jVIr.  W.  B.  Ponfonby  feconded  the  motion. 

ColoneJ  Conyngham  thought  that  when  a meafure  of  this 
kind  was  temperately  introduced,  there  could  be  no  danger 
in  the  difcullion  of  it.  He  had  entertained  a defign  of  fay- 
ing fomething  on  this  fubj^e^l  himfelf,  when  the  Catholic 
quedion  fliould  come  before  the  houfe  5 an  d if  the  gentle- 
5nen  who  now  introduced  it^  would  continue  to  deafen  cla- 
mour, as  they  did  that  night,  he  would  pledge  himfelf  to 
fupport  them.  He  did  net  think  the  prefent  time  was  a time  ^ 
for  bringing  forward  againfl:  ;he  government,  every  charge 
that  could  be  made  againd  them.  The  people,^  he  was  cer- 
tain, did  not  feel  the  grievances  that  had  been  mentioned 
in  feveral  indances ; but  on  this  fubjedl  he  allowed  that  pub- 
lic expeftation  was  very  high. 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  agreed  with  the  honourable  baronet 
who  had  Ipoken  lad,  that  there  never  was  a time  that  requir- 
ed more  the  honed  exertion,  of  every  man  than  the  prefent ; 
nothing  that  a government  could  give  to  him,  would  be  a 
compenfation  for  giving  there  a vote  that  might  lead  to  an 
improper  proceeding  of  parliament  •,  dill  lefs  would  he  be 
influenced  by  popularity  5 that  was  a feather  that  was  often 
undefervedly  got,  and  eafily  lod.  The  fird  reformer  of 
prance  funk  before  the  republican  ; the  republican  before 
thofe  who  introduced  into  that  country  anarchy  and  mur- 
der. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor,  after  hav- 
ing refeued  the  trade  and  conditution  of  this  country  from 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  was  himfelf  unpopular.  The 
man  of  the  people  mud  have  no  arreding  principle;  he  mud 
follow  where  their  violence  or  caprice  leads,  or  he  is  lod.  It 
ihould  be  his  part  to  do  his  duty  j it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the 
people  to  be  pleafed  with  his  manner  of  doing  it.  The  mo- 
mentous quedion  before  the  houfe  had  come  forward  very 

unexpefledly  5 
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unexpe£lcdly  ; he  had  never  heard  of  it  till  the  moment  it 
was  moved  hy  the  right  honourabls  gentleman  ; he  had  not 
therefore  fufSciently  conhdered  it,  to  give  that  confiderate 
opinion  it  demanded.  He  had  not  a doubt  that  the  people  j 
of  Ireland  were  not  fully  reprefented  in  parliament,  but  he 
had  great  doubts  pf  the  expediency  of  bringing  forward  the 
mealure  of  parliamentary  reform  at  this  time  ; there  was  a 
fever  in  the  world,  that  made  agitations  of  the  public  mind 
highly  dangerous,  that  rifqued  the  certain  advantages  that 
refult  from  peace.  He  thought  there  were  times,  when 
meafures  that  might  be  probably  good  in  themfelves,  were 
dangerous  and  inexpedient,  and  that  this  was  a time  of  that 
defeription.  Jie  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  there  was  an  abominable  fanguine  painciple  in  this 
country,  that  led  its  parliament  fometimes  to  pride,  to  hii-  , 
mility,  and  to  timidity,  in  times  of  danger.  That  fuch  a 
principle,  which  he  acknowledged,  might  make  it  expedient 
to  ufe  the  moment  of  their  timidity  to  prefs  a meafure,  that 
In  their  pride  they  might  feoff  at,  But  he  had  another  ob- 
jedlion,  and  a ftrong  one,  to  bring  forward  reform  of  par-  9 
liament  at  prefent  : he  had  heard  in  Connaught,  in  Munfter  I 
and  Leinfter,  the  fituation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  com-  I 
plained  of  as  a grievance.  This  great  body  of  the  people  I 
had,  however,  conlined  themfelves  to  complaints  of  their  J 
own  particular  fituatiqn  \ they  had  neither  complaints  to  a 
make  of,  nor  encomiums  to  lavifli  cn  a conf>itution,  of  a 
which  they  had  no  part:  where  then  does  this  complaint  ■ 
come  from,  that  fteps  between  parliament  and  the  redrefs  a 
of  their  Catholic  grievances  ? From  the  town  of  Belfaft  ;;  9 
and  he  would  call  on  ttiofe  gentlemen,  who  faid  they  had  ^ 
oppofed  a parliamentary  reform,  when  coming  ffom  arm- J 

ed  convention  in  1782,  to  compare  thofe  times  and  thofe"^ 
proceedings  with  the  prefent.  Tire  armed  convention  in^ 
178  confifted  of  the  leaders  of  a popular  army,  fluked  ^ 
with  the  pr.aifc  of  the  people  and  the  parliament.  From  .1 
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the  county  he  then  reprefented,  two  gentlemen  appeared  a» 
delegates,  that  had  as  good  fortunes,  and  were  every  way 
as  highly  circumftanced  as  cither  his  colleague  or  himfelf. 
What  is  the  proceeding,  and  who  are  the  people  of  that  towi| 
that  now  fend  us  in  this  meafure  ? Military  alTociations,  that 
join  with  their  fchemes  of  reforming  the  conftitution  of 
Ireland,  an  approbation  of  the  proceedings  of  France;  that 
declare  they  will  keep  the  conftitution  of  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  provided  they  are  not  put  to  any  trouble  In  fett- 
ling thofe  bodies,  in  the  manner  moft  pleaftng  to  themfelves; 
if  they  are,  they  will  diftnifs  them  all ; that  call  on  every 
man  who  cannot  fcrvc  their  caufe,  which  they  call  the  caufe 
of  this  country,  with  his  perfon,  to  forward  it  with  his  mo- 
ney. For  this  purpofe,  .a  military  cheft,  as  it  is  called,  is 
eftablifhed,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  buying  arms,  armour, 
and  ammunition.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kilburn,  in  a very  ani- 
mated debate  of  that  town,  informs  us  that  lords  are  a griev- 
ance, and  ought  to  be  difmiffed,  becaufe  wlfdom  is  not 
hereditary  ; that  king  and  lords  ought  to  be  dilhiifled,  be- 
caufe they  were  two  to  one  againft  the  people  ; which  pro- 
ceedings were  moft  violent,  and  ought  to  be  moft  reprobated 
by  parliament.  Did  the  proceedings  of  France  begin  with 
declarations  of  fuch  principles  ? It  is  not  praife  of  the  con- 
ftitution, it  is  exertion  alone,  can  fave  this  country.  There 
was  no  family  in  Ireland  would  lofe  lefs  by  reform  of  parlia- 
ment than  his ; they  had  no  borough ; none  would  gain 
more.  They  had  great  property,  but  a fuperior  intereft  ; 
that  of  public  quiet  made  him  wifh  for  a poftponement  of 
that  meafure  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Buflie  oppofed  the  idea  of  poftponlng  the  Catholic 
queftion,  until  after  the  reform  fliould  be  decided  upon.  It 
flood  much  better  upon  its  own  ground:  we  had  taken 
twelve  months  to  collider  it ; we  were  ripe  for  dectfton. 
The  queftion  of  reform  would  require  deliberation,  and  its 
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fate  was  yet  uncertain.  He  hoped  the  houfe  would  not  agree 
to  fufFer  the  relief  of  the  Catholics  to  hang  on  any  uncertain 
event,  Befides,  the  mover  of  the  queftion  of  reform  had 
declared,  tliat  he  intended  to  make  the  new  reprefentatlon 
a reprefentatlon  of  property.  Why  then  delay  the  other,  if 
v/e  were  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  Catholic  property  ought 
to  be  reprefenteti?  For  whether  we  reform  or  do  not  reform, 
in  either  event  the  Catholics  ought  to  be  admitted.  The 
way  to  give  them  fair  play,  was  to  bring  on  this  queftion 
diredlly. 

Mr.  Corry  propofed  an  amendment,  viz.  that  inftead  of 
a committee  to  enquire  into  the  abufes  of  the  conftitution 
and  of  the  admlniftration  : a committee  fliould  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation^ 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  rofe  to  fay,  that  if  he  comprehend- 
ed the  amendment  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,. 
(Mr.  Corry)  its  object  was  to  feparate  the  parts  of  the  refo^ 
lution,  as  moved  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr. 
Grattan)  in  order  to  keep  back  from  inquiry  the  abufes^, 
which  have  been  introduced  into  the  pradiice  of  the  confti- 
tution, by  the  admlniftration  of  this  country.  This  obje<rt, 
if  attained,  might  be  ufeful  to  government,  but  was  totally 
incompatible  with  the  object  of  the  original  motion,  and 
therefore  could  not  receive  his  aflent. 

The  propriety  or  neceffity  of  making  any  alteration  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  could  never  be 
fairly  afeertained,  without  a previous  inquiry  into  the  defire 
and  portion  of  influence,  which  the  crown'  was  enabled  to 
exert  over  the  members  of  that  houfe,  in  the  prefent  ftatc 
of  reprefentation  *,  and  therefore  it  was  cflential  to  examine 
how  far  the  mifcondu(Sl:  of  adminillration,  in  inducing  the 
houfe  to  refufe  all  meafures,  that  had  been  offered  by  ths 
gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the  houfe,  which  would  operate  to 
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iecitre  the  InJepeaderice  of  parliament,  as  at  prefenttconfli- 
tuted,  had  itfelf  proved  and  produced  the  neceffity  of  refort- 
ing  to  fo  hazardous  an  experiment  as  an  alteration  in  the 
flats  of  reprefentatlon.  A celebrated  author  had  laid,  that 
the  government  which  was  beft  adminiftered,  was  beft.  He 
could  not,  himfelf,  agree  with  that  opinion,  in  its  utmofl 
latitude,  but  he  was  fure  that  a conftitution  which  poficfled 
fo  much  of  good,  and  fo  little  of  evil  as  ours,  would  never 
have  been  thought  a fit  fubje£t  for  alteration  by  the  people, 
if  they  had  not  been  roufed  and  goaded  to  it  by  the  evil 
pradlices  of  fo  corrupt  an  adminiftratlon.  An  honourable 
and  learned  member,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  had 
laid,  that  his  friends  had  flattered  thenfelves  very  much, 
when  they  had  thought  that  the  refufal  of  thofe  meafures, 
which  they  had  propofed  in  parliament,  or  their  fpeeches, 
or  their  efforts,  had  all  contributed  to  exafperate  the  minds 
of  the  people.  That  the  people  were  much  difcontented,  he 
admitted  ; but,  he  faid,  that  the  pen  of  Mr.  Paine,  and  the 
fword  of  General  Dumourier,  had  been  the  real  inftigators 
of  thofe  difcontents.  He  was  fure  the,  learned  member  did 
not  mean  to  infinnate,  that  the  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the 
houfe  approved  of  the  writings  of  Mr.  Paine,  or  the  politics 
of  the  French  ; and  for  his  own  part,  he  confidered  Mr. 
Paine  then,  what  he  had  always  confidered  him  to  be,  the 
hired  emiffary  of  France,  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
deavouring to  make  confufion  in  thefe  countries  *,  and  as  to 
the  French  themfelves,  he  confidered  them  as  the  moft  un- 
happy, and  infatuated  nation  that  had  ever  efcaped  from 
defpotifm  5 and  he  was  confident  that  if  it  was  found  necelT- 
ary,  for  the  advantage  of  thofe  countries,  to  go  to  ivar  with 
France,  that  the  gentlemen,  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
would  be  found,  at  leaf!,  as  cordial  and  conftant,  in  their 
fupport  of  the  crown,  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  as  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide.  But  he  entirely  differed  with 
the  learned  member,  as  to  the  caufes  of  the  difconJtents. 

What; 
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Wliat  had  happened  In  thelafl:  parllarrient,  during  tliS  agita- 
tion of  the  regency,  had  made  the  indnenceof  the  executive 
power  over  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Connnons  plain 
and  evident  to  the  dulleft  peafants.  At  laft  tliey  hadHeen 
the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  that  day  funning 
from  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  the  other,  juft  as  they  con- 
ceived the  executive  government  likely  to  be  placed,  and 
running,  finally,  to  the  fupport  of  that  very  adminiftratlon 
which  they  had  not  only  deferted,  but  actually  cenfured  by 
their  votes.  Thofe  gentlemen  who  had  abided  by  their 
principles,  and  v/ho  had  obferved  and  lamented  the  fcanda- 
l(ius  and  injurious  efTecls  of  the  influence  of  the  crown,  at 
that  period,  had  been  ever  fince  employed  in  endeavouring 
to  reduce  it  by  conftitutional  means  within  conftitiitional 
bounds ; the  laws  which  they  had  propofcd  were  all  fanfti- 
cned  by  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  legiiTatiire  had 
at  different  periods  adopted  them,  in  order  to  learn  the  in- 
dependence of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  thefe  bills,  the  places 
penfion,  refponiibility,  &c.  &:c.  have  been  uniformly  rejetfted 
by  the  prevalence  of  the  fame  fhameful  influence,  and  all 
hopes  cut  ofl:'  of  reducing  the  amount  and  quantum  of  that 
influence  of  the  crown  over  the  members  of  this  houfe.  It 
did  not,  and  it  could  not  fail  to  ftrike  them,  that  the  mere 
objedl:  of  fupporting  and  augmenting  this  vaft  patronagCj 
was  to  enable  the  Britlfh  minifter  to  exert  the  fame  powers 
in  this  country  by  the  means  of  this  influence  which  he  had 
pofTefTed  in  it.  Before  the  revolution  of  1782,  fome  recent 
events  which  ha\'e  taken  place,  have  alfo  contributed  to  the 
fame  purpofe ; the  people  have  feen  an  Englifh  adminiftra- 
tiori  hallooing^  if  I may  ufe  that  vulgar  expreflion,  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  this  country  againft  the  Proteftants,  and 
the  Irifli  adminiftration  hallooing  the  Proteftants  againft  the 
‘Catholics,  all  for  the  purpofe  of  deriding,  weakening,  and 
trampling  upon  both  ; the  Englilh  minifter  did  not  encou- 
rage the  Catholics,  from  any  love  to  them,  byt  merely  to 
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deter,  if  pofliible,  the  Prdteftant  Irifhmen  in  this  houfc  fron^ 
their  oppofition  to  his  meafures  ; this  circumftance  lliould 
make  the  people  of  Ireland  refle'ft  deeply  upon  their  (ituati- 
011,  and  fee  clearly  how  impoflible  it  is  for  the  country'  to 
do  itfelf  juftice,  whilft  its  inhabitants  are  divided  amongft 
themlelves.  Some  Irifhmen,  perhaps,  might  think  there 
was  danger  in  gratifying  the  Catholics  in  their  prefent  de- 
mands. He  thought  there  was  none,  and  that  it  fhould  be 
- done  frankly  and  cordially.  They  are  Irifh,  he  faid,  and  I 
am  Irifh ; and  with  the  profperity  or  adverfity  of  this,  our 
common  country,  will  I rife  or  fall,  I am  fincerely  attached 
to  the  connexion  of  the  two  countries,  and  I love  the  people 
of  England  as  much  as  any  man,  but  I will  never  agree  to 
facrifice  the  rights  or  the  interefis  of  this  my  native  country 
to  the  fchemes  of  an  Englifh  minifler.  The  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  amendment,  naturally  wifhes  to 
withdraw  the  attention  of  the  people  from  the  conduct  of  his 
own  friends  ; but  for  my  part,  I freely  confefs,  that  although 
I have  not  any  perfonal  obje<5iion  to  any  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  yet  I wifh  to  rivet  the  eyes 
of  the  people  upon  thofe  Irifhmen  who  have  enabled  an 
Englifliman  to  commit  thofe  abufes  which  drive  us  to  fo 
awful  a meafure  as  an  alteration  in  the  reprefen  tat  ion  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Grattan.  Sir,  any  member  has  a right  to  feparafe 
the  queflions,  I agree  to  feparate  them  ; my  motion  was  to 
the  abufes  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  in  parliament  : and  alfo,  to  corruption  I 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  adminUIration  of  its  govern- 
ment ; — all  muft  be  reform:  but  if  the  houfe  wifli  to  con- 
fine themfelves  to  a part  of  my  motion  for  the  prefent,  that 
Is,  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  : I will  rejoice  that  they 
pledge  themfelves  fo  far,  and  fhall  not  hefitate  to  adopt  the 
amendment,  and  thank  the  member  who  fuggefted  it. 

This 
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This  amendment  was  finally  agreed  to,  the  committee 
being  made  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

On  Thurfday,  January  31,  1793. — The  order  of  the 
day,  for  taking  into  confideration  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Privy  Councirs  proclamation  of  the  eighth  of  December 
laft,  for  difperling  all  unlawful  afiemblies,  and  for  prevent-  ( 
ing  feditious  afibciations,  being  read,  and  the  proclamation 
being  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table. 

Lord  Headfort,  after  paying  a compliment  to  the  conduct 
of  Adminifiration,  as  to  the  meafures  which  they  had  pur- 
fued,  in  refpedf  to  the  proclamation  jufl:  now  read,  and 
which,  he  hoped,  would  meet  with  the  fanflion  of  parlia- 
ment ; adverted  to  the  circumftance  of  a corps  of  volunteers, 
having  attempted  laft  Sunday  to  array  and  parade  in  arms, 
but  which  was  prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  government, 
who  fent  a magiftrate  to  difluade  them  from  it,  and  to  warn 
them  of  the  predicament  they  would  bring  themfelves  into, 
moved  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  an  addrefs  of  thanks  be  prefented, 
from  this  houfe,  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for, 
communicating  to  this  houfe  the  proclamation  which  his 
excellency  had  ilTued,  and  for  the  vigilance  and  attention 
which  his  excellency  had  manifefted,  to  preferve  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  that  we  applaud  the  wifdom  of  his  Excel- 
lency, in  feparating  thofe  who  fo  laudably  aflbeiated  for  the 
purpofes  of  defending  this  country  from  foreign  invafion,  as 
well  as  to  preferve  domeftic  tranquillity,  from  thofe  whofe 
declared  objedls  are  tumult,  disalTcction  and  fedition  ; and  to 
afilire  his  Excellency,  that  we  will  concur  in  fuch  meafures^ 
as  will  carry  the  faid  proclamation  into  effcdl.” 

Mr.  Prendergaft  Smyth  fecended  the  motion. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  George  Fonfonby  approved  of  the  adclr efs ; at  the 
fame  time  he  wlflied  that  a line  of  diftin£fion  ffiould  be 
made  between  the  old  volunteer  corps  and  any  modern 
corps,  who  might  make  ufe  of  any  difaffedled  emblems. 
Thefe  he  deprecated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power  he  fhould  oppofe  them.  He  wiflied  that 
the  circumftance  of  a magiftrate  going,  laft  Sunday,  to  the 
parade  of  the  Goldfmiths  corps,  had  not  been  adverted  to, 
for  from  every  information  he  had  received,  that  was  a corps 
which  never  merited  any  reprehenfion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  read  a fummons  from  the  Gold- 
fmiths corps ; alfo  the  addrefs  from  the  Society  of  United 
Irilhmen  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  ; likewife  the  refolu- 
tions  entered  into,  at  a meeting  of  delegates  from  feveral 
of  the  Dublin  volunteer  corps.  He  faid,  that  from  thofe 
refolutions  thofe  corps  come  within  the  defcription  and 
meaning  of  the  proclamation  ; as  to  the  circumflance  ^-lafl 
Sunday,  information  had  been  received  that  the  Goldfmith’s 
corps  intended  to  parade  and  appear  in  arms.  Dire^ions 
were  given  to  a magiftrate  to  caution  them  againft  it,  but,  he 
faid,  there  was  no  intention  to  call  out  the  military-tn  aid  of 
the  magiftrate,  except  in  cafe  of  its  becoming  necelTary.  He 
accounted  why  this  proclamation  had  not  been  laid  earlier 
before  parliament ; and,  he  faid,  it  was  a matter  of  great 
latisfadlion  to  him  to  find,  that  the  conducTb  of  Adminiilrati- 
on,  in  this  bufinefs,  had  met  with  the  approbation  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Fonfonby  faid,  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  made  it  necelTaxy  for  him  to 
fay  a few  words ; he  begged  he  might  by  no  means  be  under- 
flood  as  giving  any  degree  of  approbation  to  a plan  for  dif- 
perling  the  volunteers.  He  thought  that  no  meeting  fhould 
or  could  legally  be  confidered  as  feditious  or  tumultuous, 
where  no  aft  of  illegality  was  comniittid  or  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted j 
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mitted  ; as  to  the  addrefs  he  heartily  approved  of  it,  as  thtf 
proclamation  went  only  to  fupprcfs  alTociations,  entertaining 
feditious  views  ; fo  far  as  any  gentleman  fliall  prove  that  any 
old  volunteer  corps  entertains  iimilar  views,  fo  far  he  would 
be  againftthem,  but  no  farther.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
be  drawn  in,  by  approving  this  addrefs,  to  cenfure  the  old 
and  laudable  volunteer  corps,  on  charges  of  guilt  merely 
implicatory ; until  they  Ihould  have  done  fometiiing  illegal, 
or  made  it  probable  that  they  were  about  to  do  it,  he  would 
by  no  means  agree  in  any  kind  of  cenfure  on  them. 

Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  as  follows. — I approve  of  the  proclama- 
tion, as  much  as  I condemn  the  ufe  which  the  mlnifler  now 
attempts  to  make  of  it.  The  proclamation  arraigned  a cer- 
tain body  of  men,  whom  It  defcribes  to  be  an  alTociation  af* 
fuming  devifes  and  emblems  of  difaffe£fion.  The  minifter 
applies  that  to  the  volunteers  of  the  city  and  the  county  , 
under  that  colour  propofes  to  difperfe  them ; and  in  order 
to  juftify  that  proje£l,  he  produces  a formal  charge  ; that 
charge  is  confined  to  two  heads ; firft,  a fummons  purport- 
ing to  be  that  of  the  corps  of  Goldfmiths,  reciting  that  the 
delegates  of  the  corps  were  to  aflemble,  to  celebrate  the  re- 
treat of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  French  vidtory  in 
the  low  countries,  and  inciting  the  Goldfmith’s  corps  to  at- 
tend. I do  not  alk  how  far  it  was  perfedlly  difcreet  to  cele- 
brate fuch  an  event,  particularly  if  we  confider  the  confe*- 
quences  to  which  fuch  an  event  might  poflibly  lead  ; but  I 
afk,  was  it  a ground  for  difmifling  the  volunteers  ? Do  mi- 
nifters  mean  to  fay,  that  they  will  difperfe  all  the  volunteers 
of  Ireland,  who  celebrate  the  French  vidlories  in  Brabant. 
I allc,  alfo,  of  any  man  who  can  read,  whether  fuch  a cele- 
bration brings  thefe  obnoxious  corps  within  the  defeription 
of  the  proclamation  ? Whether  fuch  a celebration  was  af- 
fuming  the  emblems  or  devifes  of  cihTafiedtion?  And  it  Is  the 
siorc  obvious  that  fuch  an  event  was  not  judged  by  the 
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council  who  figned  the  proclamation,  a good  reafon  for  in- 
cluding the  corps  of  the  city,  becaufe  after  that  evjcnt  had 
taken  place,  it  exprefsly  excepted  them  *,  it  has  faved  the 
laudable  afiociatipns,  under  the  defcription  of  the  old  vol- 
unteers, and  has  confined  the  proclamation  to  the  national 
guard.  The  ftyle  of  the  fummons  has  given  offence  ; if 
minifters  do  not  approve  of  it  ; it  begins,  citizen  foldiers  j 
they  are  French  terms,  or  t*ather  terms  of  French  foppery, 
below  our  imitation.  The  date  has,  alfo,  given  offence ; 
the  laft  year,  or  the  laft  moment  of  flavery  1 Here  again  is 
the  French  ftyle  or  frippery  introduced  •,  but  is  that  or  the 
Qther  expreflion,  or  both,  fufficienc  gi’ound  for  the  minifter 
to  difperfe  the  corps,  or  is  it  fuch  an  offence  as  comes  with- 
in the  defcription  of  the  proclamation  ? No  man  who  reads, 
can  fay  it  is.  The  minifter,  hinifplf,  aware  that  his  firft 
charge  was  infufiiclent,  has  produced^  another.  He  has  read 
a long  ^ddrefs  from  a faciety  called  the  United  Irlfhmen, 
inviting  the  people  of  Ireland  to  affemble  in  a national  con- 
vention, and  containing  an  abundance  of  other  matter  ; and 
he  then  produces  a fucceflion  of  refoljLitions  from  fame  of 
the  corps  of  Dublin,  qne  of  which  refolutions  returns  thanks 
to  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen.  Without  giving  any 
kind  of  approbation  of  the  matter  of  that  addrefs,  Imuft  fay, 
that  I think  a minifter  would  be  highly  indifereet  and  pre- 
fumptuous  who  fliould  fay,  that  the  volunteers  had  by  thofe 
thanks,  brought  themfelves  within  the  defcription  of  the 
.proclamation,  or  that  they  were  guilty  of  affuming  emblems 
and  devices  of  difaffedlion  ; as  little  fhould  I think  him 
juftified  in  difperfing  merely  on  account  of  thofe  thanks. 
If  fo,  you  give  the  minifter  a right  to  difperfe  every  volun- 
teer corps  in  the  city  and  county,  if  he  do  not  approve  of 
their  politics  now  : though  in  the  many  refolutions  which 
young  men  may  adopt,  fome  will  be,  and  many  were  ex- 
ceptionable, yet  I would  not  wifh  to  eftablifh  over  them  in 
Jhe  minifter  an  authority  to  take  away  their  arms,  if  he  dif- 

approves 


S25  Collectanea  l^olt'tfca* 

approves  of  tkeir  politics.  I know  the  evil  life  that  he  will 
make  of  that  power,  and  the  dangerous  confcquences  and 
fionfufion  to  which  if  leads.  Permit  me  to  aik  this  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  has  arraigned  the  old  volunteer- 
corps,  is  it  his  intention  to.  multiply  volunteers  ? If  fo,  I 
apprehend  he  is  adopting  the  means  ; if  the  city  and  county 
corps  are  not  intimidated,  but  encreafe  by  the  attempts  of 
the  Governments  to  difperfe  them.  If  they  ftand  to  their 
arms  and  are  fupported  by  their  brethren,  what  becomes  of 
his  project  ? But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  fiiould  difperfe 
in  the  capital,  does  he  imagine-the  volunteers  will  be  deter- 
red in  the  North  ? He  ought  to  prove  that  : the  way  to  re- 
cruit for  volunteers  in  the  North,  was  to  attack  them  in  the 
city.  They  will  confider  his  attack  as  an  affront,  and  think 
that  the  caufe  of  a part,  Is  the  caufe  of  the  whole.  The 
minifler  is,  therefore,  doing  the  very  thing  which  he  wifhes. 
to  prevent ; he  is  provoking  a general  armament ; he  is  do- 
ing more,  he  is  detaching  that  armament  from  parliament. 
In  his  charge  againft  the  volunteers  he  has  mentioned  a nati- 
onal convention.  1 hope  this  houfe  will,  by  reforming  the 
parliament,  prevent  fuch  an  affembly,  the  confcquences  of 
which  may  be  very  ^fortunate  ; but  if  the  minifler  wifhes 
to  give  fuch  an  af^mbly  an  army  at  his  back,  he  is  taking 
the  method,  by  committing  this  houfe  as  well  as  himfelf, 
with  the  volunteers,  and  attempting  to  detach  them  from 
the  eflabliflied  conftitution.  The  objedl  of  the  right  honour- 
able mover,  in  1779,  of  refolutions  of  thanks  to  the  volun- 
teers, was  to  attach  them  to  the  houfe  of  Commons.  I 
think  the  object  was  a right  one  ; that  of  the  minifler  now 
is  to  detach  them  from  the  houfe.  I think  his  obje£l  is  an 
evil  one,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  minifler  proceeds, 
convl£ls  him  of  imprudence.  He  does  not  in  this  procla- 
mation venture  to  arraign  the  old  corps  ; he  does  not  in  the 
addrefs  approving  of  the  proclamation,  attempt  to  arraign 
them ; on  the  contrary,  they  are  the  obje^ls  of  commenda- 
tion 
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tion  In  both,  but  when  he  comes  to  fpeak,  he  departs  from 
the  addrefs  and  proclamation,  and  propofes  fuch  an  inter- 
pretation of  both,  or  goes  againft  the  fpirit  and  letter  of 
either,  and  fuch  as  would  enable  him  to  difperfe  the  old 
corps,  under  the  feeming  approbation  of  this  houfe.  Thus 
does  he  endeavour  to  lead  this  houfe  much  farther  than 
it  intends,  making  the  houfe  at  once  praile  the  old  corps, 
and  then  putting  fuch  a comment  on  that  praife,  as  amounts 
to  a propofal  to  difperfe  them  for  difaffe^lion.  I,  therefore, 
defire,  in  giving  my  approbation  to  the  proclamation,  to  be 
diftin6lly  underftood.  I approve  of  it,  becaufe  it  did  pro- 
pofc  to  dilperfe  the  national  guard,  and  becaufe  it  did  not 
propofe  to  difperfe  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Stewart  (of  Killymoon)  faid,  he  knew  no  words  in 
the  Englilh  language,  that  more  ftrongly  exprelTed  approba- 
tion, than  thofe  by  which  the  volunteers  were  defcribed  in 
the  proclamation  and  the  addrefs.  If  any  fet  of  men  take  up 
principles  different  from  the  original  volunteers,  the  name 
of  volunteers  could  not  belong  to  them.  In  agreeing  to  the 
addrefs,  he  would  not  be  underftood,  as  difapproving  in  any 
manner  of  the  old  corps  throughout  the  kingdom,  nor  of 
thofe  of  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin ; he  thought  the 
Goldfmiths  were  particularly  entitled  to  praife,  for  difperftng 
at  the  inftance  of  the  magiftrate. 

Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  now  rofe,  and  in  a very  vehe- 
ment tone  declared — I give  my  moft  hearty  difapprobation 
to  that  addref^  for  I do  think  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  majority  of  this  houfe  are  the  worft  fubjedls  the  King 
has.’’ 

A loud  cry  of  to  the  bar,’’  and  take  down  his  words,” 
immediately  echoed  from  every  part  of  the  houfe.  The 
houfe  was  cleared  in  an  inftant,  and  ftrangers  were  not  re- 
admitted for  nearly  three  hours. 


He 
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IHe  was  admitted  to  explain  hiipfelf,  and  on  his  explaigi- 
jng,  the  houfe 

Refolved,  nem  corio 

««  That  an  excufe  offered  the  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  commonly  called  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
for  the  faid  words  fo  fpoken,  is  unfatisfadlory  and  in- 
lullicient.” 

Ordered,  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  do  attend  at  thp 
bar  to-morrow. 


The  addrefs  was  agreed  to  unanimoufly;. 


I 


k 


I 
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CHAP.  X. 


.petition  of  the  Roma*^  Catholics  to  his  Adajejly, — Formation 
gJ political  focietles. — Addrejs  from  the  friends  of  the  Conjii- 
tution  to  the  people  of  Ireland. — Prtjceedings  of  the  focieiy  of 
Free-mafons. — Addrefs.  to  the  Catholics  from  their  Jubcom- 
mittee. — Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  further 
relief  of  the  Romam  Catholics. — Speech  of  Sir  H.  Langri/h 
on  feconding  the  motion. — Speech  of  Dr.  Duignan  in  oppojF 
tion  to  the  bill 


E ftiall  now  turn  for  a fhort  time  from  parliamentary 
I debates,  to  view  the  proceedings  of  the  nation  at  large. 


' ‘ The  Roman  Catholics  were  now  anxious  by  every  effort, 

! to  fecond  the  endeavours  of  their  friends  in  parliament  on 
I their  behalf — they  prepared  a memorial  to  his  Majefty,  and 

five  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  prefent  the  fame,  viz.  Mr. 

! Byrne,  Mr.  Keogh,  Mr.  Dafcant,  Mr.  Beliew,  and  Sir 
I Thomas  French:  it  was  accordingly  prefented  to  the  King, 
who  was  pleafed  to  receive  the  fame  very  gracioufly, — The 
petition  was  as  follows. 


TO  THE  KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


I he  humble  petition  of  the  underjigned  Catholics on  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  the  ref  of  the  Catholic  fubjells  of  the  kingdom.^ 
of  Ireland, 


VoL,  n, 


Mof 


Y 
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Moji  gracious  Sovereign^ 

We,  your  Majefty’s  mofi:  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjev^ls  of 
your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  profeiUng  the  Catholic  religion, 
prefume  to  approach  ycuMajefty,  who  are  the  common  fa- 
ther cf  all  your  people,  and  humbly  tofubmit  to  your  con- 
fideration  the  manifold  incapacities  and  opprekxve  difqualifi- 
cations  under*  which  we  labour. 

For,  may  it  plcafe  your  Majefcy,  after  a century  of  un- 
interrupted loyalty,  in  which  time  five  foreign  wars,  and 
twcK  domeftic  rebellions  have  occurred,  after  having  taken 
cveiy  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  your  Majefty,  and 
given,  and  being  ftili  ready  to  give,  every  pledge  which  can 
be  devifed'for  their  peaceable  demeanour  and  unconditional 
fubmiffionto  the  laws,  the  C atholics  of  Ireland  ftand  ob- 
noxious to  a long  catalogue  of  ftatutes,  infliiTting  on  dutiful 
and  meritorious  fubjefts  pains  and  penalties  of  an  extent  aud 
feverlty  which  fcarce  any  degree  of  delinquency  can  warrant, 
and  prolonged  to  a period  when  no  ueceflity  can  be  alledged 
to  jufdfy  their  continuance. 

in  the  £rfl;  place,  wc  beg  leave  with  all  humility  to  re^ 
prefent  to  your  Majefty,  that  nctvvithftanding  the  loweft 
departments  in  your  Majeily's  fleets  and  armies,  are  largely 
fupplied  by  our  numbers,  and  your  revenue  in  this  country 
to  a great  degree  fupportecl  by  our  contributions,  wc  are 
difabled  from  fervlng  your  Majefty  in  any  office  of  truft  and 
emolument  whatfoever,  civil  or  military ; a profeription 
which  disregards  capacity  or  merit,  admits  of  neither  quali- 
fication nor  degree,  and  reils  as  an  iiniyerfal  fligma  of  dif- 
truft  upon  the  whole  body  cf  your  Catholic  fubjefls.  We  are 
interdicted  from  all  municipal  iiations,  and  the  franchife  of 
all  guilds  and  cerporatiens ; and  cur  exclufon  from  the 
benefits  annexed  to  thofe  fituations,  is  not  an  ^vil  terminat- 
ing in  itfelf;  for,  by  giving  an  advantage  over  «s  to  thofe 
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in  whom  they  are  exclufively  veiled,  they  eflablllli  through- 
out the  kingdom  a fpecies  of  qualified  monopoly,  uniformly 
operating  in  our  disfavour,  contrary  to  the  fpirit,  and  highly 
detrimenul  to  the  freedom,  of  trade. 


We  may  not  found  nor  endov/  any  univerflty,  college,  or 
' fchool,  for  the  eduction  of  our  children  5 and  we  are  inter- 
! dialed  from  obtaining  degress  in  the  IJniverfity  of  Dublin, 
* by  the  feveral  charters  and  datutes  now  in  force  therein. 

We  are  totally  prohibited  from  keeping  or  ufing  weapons 
! for  the  defence  of  our  houfes,  families,  or  perfons,  whereby 
1 we  are  expofed  to  the  violence  of  burglary,  robbery,  and 
j afTaffination  *,  and  to  enforce  this  prohibition,  contravening 
i that  great  original  law  of  nature,  which  enjoins  us  to  felf- 
i defence,  a variety  of  flatutes  exifl,  not  lefs  grievous  and  op- 
I preffivc  in  their  proviflons,  than  unjufl  in  their  objedl ; by 
I one  of  which,  enabled  fo  lately  as  within  thefe  16  years, 
j every  of  your  Majefty’s  Catholic  fubjefls,  of  whatever  rank 
1 or  degree,  peer  or  peafant,  Is  compellible  by  any  magiftrate 
I to  come  forward  and  convi£l  himfelf  of  what  may  be  thought 
; a fingular  offence  in  a country  profeffing  to  be  free — keep- 
ing arms  for  his  defence ; or,  if  he  fhall  refufe  fo  to  do, 

I may  incur  not  only  fine  and  imprifonment,  but  the  vile  and 
I ignominious  punifhments  of  the  pillory  and  vrhipping  j — 
penalties  appropriated  to  the  mod  infamous  malefactors, 
and  more  terrible  to  a liberal  mind  than  death  itfelf.  No 
Catholic  whatfoeyer,  as  we  apprehend,  has  his  perfonal 
property  fecure. — The  law  allows  and  encourages  the  dif- 
obedientand  unnatural  child  to  conform  and  deprive  him  of 
it ; the  unhappy  father  does  not,  even  by  the  furrender  of 
his  all,  purchafe  his  repofe  j he  may  be  attacked  by  a new 
bill,  if  his  future  induftry  be  fuccersful,  and  again  be  plun- 
dered by  due  procefs  of  law. 
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Wc  are  excluded,  or  may  be  excluded  from  all  Petit 
Juries,. in  civil  aiflions,  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a Pro- 
teftant ; and  wc  arc  further  excluded  from  all  Petit  Juries 
in  trials  by  information  or  indiflment  founded  on  any  of 
the  Popery  laws  ; by  which  law  we  moft  humbly  fubmit  t j 
your  Majcfty.  that  your  loyal  fubjefls,  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, arc  in  this  their  native  land,  in  a worfe  fituation  thari 
that  of  Aliens,  for  they  may  demand  an  equitable  privilege 
denied  to  us,  of  having  half  their  Jury  Alieqs  like  them- 
'Pelves* 

We  may  not  ferve  on  Grand  Juries,  unlefi^  which  it  i$ 
fcarccly  poffiblc  can  ever  happen,  there  ftiouid  not  be 
found  a fufficiency  of  Proteftants  to  complete  the  pannel  j 
contrary  to  that  humane  and  equitable  principle  of  the  lavjr, 
which  fays  that  no  man  ihould  be  convlftea  of  any  capital 
ofience,  unlefs  by  the  concurring  verdicls  of  two  juries  of 
his  neighbours  and  equals  ; whereby,  and  to  this  wc  humbly 
prelume  more  particularly  to  implore  your  Royal  attention, 
wc  are  deprived  of  the  great  Palladium  of  the  conftitution. 
Trial  by  our  Peers,  independent  of  the  manifeft  injuftice  of 
our  property  being  taxed  in  aflelTments  by  a body,  from 
which  we  are  formally  excluded, 

, Wc  avoid  a further  enumeration  of  inferior  grievance^ 
but  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  there  remains  one  incapaci- 
ty, which  your  loyal  fubjefls,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  feel 
with  moft  poignant  anguifli  of  naind,  as  being  the  badge  of 
nnm.erited  dlfgrace  and  ignominy,  and  the  caufe  and  bitter 
aggravation  of  all  other  calamities  ; we  are  deprived  of  the 
elective  franchife,  to  the  manifeft  perverfion  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,  in  as  much  as  your  faithful  fubjefls  are 
thereby  taxed  where  they  are  not.  reprefented,  aflually  or 
virtually,  and  bound  by  laws,  in  the  framing  of  which  they 
have  no  power  to  give  or-  withhold  their  aflent  ; and  we 
mbft  humbly  implore  your  Majefty  to  believe,  that  thjs  our 

prime 
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jpiline  ^nd  heavy  grievance  is  not  an  evil  merely  fpeculativep 
but  is  jitended  with  great  diftrefs  to  all  ranks,  and  in  many 
inllances,  with  the  total  ruin  and  deftruiSlion  of  the  lowef 
orders  of  your  Majefty's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  ; for  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty  not  to 
mention  the  infinite  variety  of  advantages  in  point  of  protec- 
tion and  othervvife,  which  the  enjoyment  of  the  ele<^fiv^ 
fi  anchife  gives  to  thefe  who  pofTefs  it,  nor  the  confequent 
iuconveniencies  to  which  thofe  who  are  deprived  thereof 
are  liable,  not  to  mention  the  difgrace  to  three-fourths  of 
your  loyal  fubje<5ls  of  Ireland,  living  the  only  body  of  men 
incapable  of  franchife,  in  a nation  pofTeffing  a free  conftitu- 
tion,  it  continually  happens,  and  of  neceffity  from  the  ma- 
lignant nature  of  the  law  muft  happen,  that  multitudes  of 
the  Catholic  tenantry  in  divers  counties  in  this  kingdom  arc, 
it  the  expiration  of  their  leafes,  expelled  from  their  tene- 
ments and  farms  to  make  roonl  for  Proteftant  freeholders, 
who,  by  their  votes,  may  contribute  to  the  weight  and  im- 
portance of  their  landlords  —A  circumftance  which  renders 
the  recurrence  of  a general  election,  that  period  which  is  thtf 
boaft  and  laudable  triumph  of  our  proteftant  brethren — a vi- 
fttation  and  heavy  curfe  to  us,  your  Majefty^s  dutiful  and  loy- 
al fubjefls.  And  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  this  uncertain- 
ty of  pofTeffing  to  vour  Majefty’s  Catholic  fubjects  operates 
as  a perpetual  reftraint  and  difeouragement  on  induftry  and 
the  fpirit  of  cultivation,  whereby  it  happens,  that  this  your 
Majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland,  pofTeffing  many  and  great  na- 
tural advantages  of  foil  and  climate.  To  as  to  be  exceeded' 
therein  by  few,  if  any  countries  on  the  earth,  is  yet  preven- 
ted from  availing  herfelf  thereof  To  fully  as  fhe  otherwife 
might,  to  the  furtherance  of  your  Majefty  ^s  honour,  and  the 
more  efte£lual  fupport  of  your  fervicc. 

And  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  the  evil  does  not  even  reft 
here  for  many  of  your  Majefty’s  Catholic  fubjedls,  to  pre- 
fecYe  their  families  from  total  dsftru^ion,  fubmit  to  a no- 
minal 
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minal  conforiTilty  agaitift  their  convicilon  and  their  confcl- 
ence ; and,  preferring  perjury  to  famine,  take  oaths  which 
they  utterly  disbelieve — a circumuaace  which,  w^e  doubt  not,  • 
will  fhock  ycur  Majefty’s  well  known  and  exemplary  piety, 
not  lefs  than  the  mifery  which  drives  thole  unhappy  wretches 
to  fo  defperate  a meafurc,  mull  diflrefs  and  wound  your 
Royal  clemency  and  commiferatioa. 

And,  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  though  we  might  here 
reft  cur  cafe,  on  its  own  merit,  juftice,  and  expediency,  yet 
we  further  prefume,  humbly  to  fubrnit  to  your  Majefty,  that 
the  right  of  franchife  .was,  with  divers  other  rights,  enjoyed 
by  the  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  from  the  firft  adoption  of 
tlie  Engiiih  ConRitution  by  our  forefathers,  was  fecured  to 
at  leaft  a great  part  of  our  body  by  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  in 
1691,  guaranteed  to  your  Maiefty’s  Royal  PredecelTor?, 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  finally  confirmed  and 
ratified  by  Parliament  ; notwithfianding  which,  and  in  di- 
rect breach  of  the  public  faith  of  the  nation  thus  lolemnly 
pledged,  for  which  our  anceitors  paid  a valuable  confiderati- 
on,  in  a .furrender  of  their  arms,  and  a great  part  of  this 
kingdom,  and  notwithRanding  the  moR  fcrupuious  adhe- 
rence, on  our  part,  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty,  and  our 
unremitting  loyalty  from  that  day  to  the  prefent,  the  faid 
right  ofeleflive  franchife  was  finally  and  univerfally  taken  a- 
vvay  from  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  fo  lately  as  thefirft  year  of 
his  Majefty  King  George  the  Second. 

And  wlien  we  thus  prefume  to  fubrnit  this  infraffion  of 
the  treaty  of  Limerick  to  your  Majefty’s  Royal  notice,  it  is 
not  that  we  ourfelves  confider  it  to  be  theftrong  part  of 
our  cafe ; for  though  our  rights  were  recognized,  they 
were  by  no  means  created  by  that  treaty ; and  we  do 
with  all  humility  conceive,  that  if  no  fuch  event  as  the  faid 
treaty  had  ever  taken  place,  your  Majefty’s  Catholic  fubjefis, 

from  their  unvarying  loyalty,  and  dutiful  fubmifiion  to  the 

laws. 
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laws,  and  from  the  great  fjipport  afforded  by  them  to  your 
Majefty's  Government  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  their 
perfonal  fervice  in  your  Majefly’s  fleets  and  armies,  as  from 
the  taxes  and  revenues  levied  on  their  property,  are  fully 
competent,  and  juftly  entitled  to  participate  and  enjoy  the 
bleflings  of  the  Conftitution  of  their  country. 

And  now  that  we  have,  with  all  humility,  fubmitted  our 
grievances  to  your  Majefly,  permit  us,  moffc  gracious  Sove-. 
reign,  again  to  reprefentour  flncere  attachment  totheConfll- 
tutlon,  as  eftablilhed  in  the  three  eftates  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  ouruninterrupted loyalty,  peaceabledemeanor,  and 
fubmifflon  to  the  laws  for  one  hundred  years,  and  our  deter- 
mination to  perfevere  in  the  fame  dutiful  conduct,  which  has 
under  your  Majefty’s  happy  aufpices,  procured  us  thofe  re- 
laxations of  the  penal  flatutes,  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Le«« 
giflature  has  from  time  to  time  thought  proper  to  grant.— 
We  humbly  prefume  to  hope,  that  your  Majefly,  in  your 
paternal  goodnefs  and  affeflion  towards  a numerous  and 
opprefled  body  of  your  loyal  fubje(fl:s,  may  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  recommend  to  your  parliament  of  Ireland  to  take 
into  conflderatiou  the  v/hole  of  our  fituation,  our  numbers, 
our  merits,  and  our  fuflerings,  and  as  we  do  not  give  place 
to  any  of  your  Majefly’s  fubjedls  in  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  your  Majefty’s  facred  perfon,  we  cannot  fupprefs  our 
wiflies  of  being  reftored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Conftitution  of  our  country,  and  thereby  becoming  more 
worthy,  as  well  as  more  capable,  of  rendering  your  Majefly 
that  fervice  which  it  is  not  lefs  cur  duty  than  our  inclination 
to  afford. 

So  may  your  Majefly  tranfmit  to  yonr  lateft  pofterlty  a 
crown  fccured  by  public  advantage  and  public  affecflion,— 
and  fo  may  your  Royal  Perfon  become  more  dear,  if  pofll- 
ble,  to  ydur  grateful  people. 

The 
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- (The  above  petition  was  figncd  by  Delegates  from  the 
dilTerent  counties,  cities,  and  principal  towns  of  Ire- 
land, on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,.)  , • 

At  this  interefting  period,  many  political  focieties  were 
formed  throughout  the  Kingdom— amongft  which  we  fhall 
here  notice  one,  called  an  “ alTociation  of  the  Friends  of  the 
ConjUtiitiony  Uherty  and  peace'll -^"Erom  this  body  different  ad- 
drefses  were  publiflied— the  following  will  fuffciently  (hew 
the  principles  on  which  they  adled. 

ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  FRIENDS 
01  the 

CONSTITUTION,  LIBERTY  and  PEACE. 

At  a meeting  of  the  above  fociety,  at  the  king’s  arms  ta- 
vern, in  Fownes’s-ftreet,  on  Wednelday,  idthjan.  1793, 

His  GRACE  the  DUKE  of  LEINSTER,  in  the  chair, 

The  following  ADDRESS  to  the  PEOPLE  OF  IRE* 

LAND,  was  unanimoufly  agreed  upon  ; 

In  the  prefent  eventful  and  aufpicious  criiis  of  affairs,  we 
feel  a fenlible  plealure  in  offering  our  congratulations  to  our 
countrymen. 

In  our  hrft  addrefs  we  declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  peculiar 
excellencies  of  our  Conftitution,  “ that  its  abufes  might  be 
“ corrected  without  violating  its  effence,  or  even  flighting 
“ its  forms.” — The  events  now  paffing  before  our  eyes,  verify 
that  tribute  of  applaufe  which  we  paid  to  the  inherent  virtue 
of  our  Conflitution 

The  claims  of  three-fourths  of  the  fubjefts  of  this  country, 
fiipported  by  the  wifhes  of  the  whole,  have  reached  the 

throne* 
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throne.  The  monarch  has  announced  himfelf  the  father  of 
his  people,  by  recognizing  thofe  claims,  and  he  has  antici- 
pated your  demand  of  a Reform,  by  recommending  to 
parliament  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as  might  unite  ali- 
bis fubje<n:s,  in  an  attachment  to  the  Conftitution  of  their 
country. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  benignant  fuggeflion,  even 
the  body  which  is  the  objeefl:  of  reform  has  become  the  organ 
of  its  own  reformation —without  fedition,  without  violence, 
without  difturbing  public  order,  or  convuiflng  public  opinion 
— the  faction  which  affecSled  to  govern  us  has  been  fubdued 
— and  rational  and  peaceful  freedom  is  placed  within  our 
grafp.  The  wife  and  gracious  interpefition  of  our  Sovereign 
has  added  a further  faneSlion  to  the  loyalty  of  Iriflimen  *,  it 
has  forbidden  the  conflitutional  medium  of  political  benefits 
to  remain  any  longer  doled  againfl;  the  people.  The  corrupt 
mift  which  obtruded  itfelf  between  us  and  our  Sovereign  is 
now  difpdled — The  unconftitutional  influence  which  de- 
bauched the  parliament  from  its  conftituents,  is  now  for  a 
moment  dormant.  We  call  on  the  Irifh  people  to  feize  this 
fortunate  cribs  of  unreftrained  communication,  and  to  bate 
in  the  free  language  of  freemen,  the  nature  and  extent  of 
their  demands. 

The  intervention  of  the  people  to  legiflate,  or  by  their 
own  mere  ad  to  make,  or  to  reform  a conftitution  is, 
■we  admit,  the  death  of  eflablifhment,  and  we  have  already 
warned  you  againfl:  the  miferies  of  anarchy.  But  the  inter- 
pofition  of  the  people  to  declare  their  wiflies  to  the  legiflature, 
is  at  all  times  their  conflitutional  right,  and  when  the  quefli- 
on  vibrates  to  the  frame  of  the  Conflitution  itfelf,  it  becomes 
not  only  their  right,  but  their  exclufive  interefl,  and  their 
bounden  duty.  The  proudefl  parliament  mufl  be  pleafed  to 
learnthe  fentiments  of  the  nation  on  any  meafure  lincerely 
adopted  to  gratify  the  nation  5 and  if  it  were  poflibleto  con- 
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ceive  you  indifferent  to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a meafurc  as  is 
now  depending,  the  reproach  of  thofe  who  have  faid  you 
are  too  corrupt  to  be  free,  might  be  confidered  as  no  calum- 
ny ; and  it  would  perhaps  be  the  duty  of  a patriotic  citizen 
to  diminifh  the  operation  of  your  vices,  by  circumferibing 
the  fphere  of  your  privileges.  We  cannot  entertain  fo  de- 
grading a fentiment  refpedfing  our  fellovz-citizens  ; their 
temperate  and  firm  exertions  co-operating  with  the  virtue, 
wifdom,  and  talents  of  their  patriotic  leaders,  gave  them  a 
conftitution.  They  have  a right  equally  ftrong,  and  are 
called  upon  by  a duty  equally  cogent,  to  protecland  to  reform 
that  conftitution.  For  the  purpole  therefore  of  empowering 
and  flimulating  the  parliament,  of  inftrudling  and  admonifh- 
ing  the  Irifh  government,  and  of  manifefting  to  our  Sove- 
reign the  loyalty  and  gratitude  of  hisfubjed:s. 

We  earneftly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  affemble  in  your 
refpeftive  countries,  to  declare  your  fenfe  of  the  necejfuy  of 
TSLimmedtatey  radical^  andeffeEiual  reform  in  the  reprefentati- 
on  of — the  people— to  lay  before  the  throne  your  gratitude  for 
his  Majefty’s  gracious  interpofition  on  behalf  of  his  Catholic 
fubje£ts,  to  (late  your  acknowledgments  for  what  has  been 
done  in  parliament,  and  your  anxious  wifh  that  it  may  pro- 
ceed, nvitheut  intermlffion,  in  accomplifhing  the  great  work 
it  has  undertaken. — But,  whilft  we  feel  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence in  the  affe(fl:ion  and  juftice  of  our  Sovereign,  and 
whilft  we  place  all  due  reliance  on  the  wifdom  and  liberality 
of  parliament,  the  public  fentiment  mu  ft  not  {lumber. 

We  muft  give  information  to  our  real,  and  take  away  ex- 
cufe  from  our  pretended  friends  ; — we  muft  ftrengthen  the 
fincere,  and  animate  the  luke-warm  ; and,  above  all,  we 
muft  deprecate  half-mealures  : and  let  the  government  of 
this  country  know,  that  no  palliaiive  will  be  fuffered  to  feed 
and  keep  alive  the  prefeiit  morbid  fyftem  of  reprefentation. 
Wc  do  again  recommend  the  formation  of  focieties  for  the 
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purpofe  of  inveftigation  and  conference.  The  difficulties  of 
this  arduous  bufinefs  will  the  lefs  obftrucl:  its  progrefs,  when 
the  talents  of  the  nation  are  every  where  exerted  in  fur- 
mounting  them  5 and  we  doubt  not,  that  the  united  ex- 
ertions of  the  people  of  Ireland  will,  even  within  this  feffion, 
with  the  co-operation  of  parliament,  accomplifh  reform, 
which  for  ages  may  withftand  the  decay  of  time,  and  the  in- 
roads of  corruption.  ^ 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Society, 
RICHARD  GRIFFITH,  Sec. 

To  fhew  ftill  farther  the  date  of  the  public  mind  at  thii 
period,  we  infert  the  following  fentiments  of  a mafonic  body, 
tho’  it  is  a well  known  principle  of  that  lociety  to  exclude  as 
much  as  poffible  the  difcuffion  of  political  as  religious  difficr- 
ehces  amongft  them-  _ 

A meeting  of  the  general  Committee  of  free  and  accepted 
Mafons  of  the  county  of  Tyrone,  was  held  in  their  Commit- 
tee-room, at  Dungannon,  on  Monday  the  7th  of  January, 
1793,  order  to  determine  what  condudl  diould  be  purfu- 
ed  by  them  as  Mafons  and  as  citizens,  at  this  momentous 
crifis. 

The  worililpful  James  Reynolds,  Efq; 
cnt. 

No.  Lodges  Represented.  See, 

205  Moy,  William  Richardfon, 

350  Cappagh,  Robert  Corry,  Deputy 
31S  Stewartftown,  Robert  Holmes,  Efq; 

396  Fintona,  Robert  M‘Knight, 

421  Dungannon,  Henry  Fearns, 

46 1 Moy,  Charles  Man, 

480  Coalifland,  James  Campbell, 

483  Aughnadoy,  John  Hadden, 

502  Do. 
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502  Do.  George  McWilliams,  Efq; 

547  N.  T.  Stewart,  John  Alexander,  Efqj 
557  Benburb,  William  Richardfon,' 

576  Moy,  Ditto, 

599  Aughnacloy,  William  Fleming, 

625  Strabane,  Robert  Cuthbertfon, 

635  Ardftra,  Robert  Barnwell, 

647  Carrenteel,-  James  Wright,' 

659  Dungannon,  Rev.  James  Davidfon, 
664  Killeter,  William  Caldwell, 

668  Cookftown,  John  Holbert, 

679  Bally gawley,  James  M‘Daniel, 

698  Stewartftown,  J.  Caldwell,  Efq.  m.  d. 
708  Gaftlecaulfield,  Thomas  Higgins, 

717  Kilmore,  Robert  Barnwell, 

723  Ballygawley,  Bryan  Mackin, 

726  Bufli-houfe,  James  Campbell,' 

727  Ballygawley,  Laurence  Speer, 

740  Donaghmore,  Alex.  M‘Kinfey,' 

760  Benburb,  William  Richardfon,  Efq*, 
765  Stewartftown,  Samuel  Sleator,’ 

768  Cookflown,  J.  Reynolds,  Efq;  M.  D. 
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Myfteries  being  performed  : agreed,  that  the  wife  founder 
of  our  glorious  inftltution,  knowing  the  human  heart,  and 
that  men^s  fentiments  on  fomc  fubje(fts,  would  vary  as  much 
as  their  complexions  : in  days  of  old  eftabliftied,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  preferving  that  unity  which  fhould  ever  be  among 
us  a wife  rule  and  order  : — That  tenets  of  religious  or  politi* 
cal  parties  fhould  never  be  difeuffed  in  anv  lodge  There- 
fore the  necelTary  myfteries  being  again  performed  according 
to  the  ancient  cuftom,  they  refolved  themfelves  into  an  af- 
fembly  of  Mafonic  citizens,  that  they  might  take  into  confi- 
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jieratlon  the  Important  purpofes  of  their  meeting ; when  the 
following  refolutions,  declaration^  and  addrefTes  were  una*. 
nimoufly  entered  into. 

Refolvcd  I ft.  That  we  honour  our  King,  George  III, 
pnd  will  zealoufly  fupport  his  juft  prerogatives,  as  well  as  the 
hereditary  fucceffion  of  his  family  to  the  Crown. 

2d.  We  wlfti  to  perpetuate  the  form  of  government,  con- 
lifting  of  the  three  branches,  a King,  Lards  and  Commons, 
but  the  latter  muft  be  freely  and  frequently  chofen  by  th^i 
people,  and  obedient  to  their  inftruftions. 

3d.  We  love  our  brethren  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
applaud  their  upright  conduff,  and  will  co-operate  with 
them  the^uardians  of  this  kingdom — We  equally  deteft  the 
mendicant  patriotifm  of  the  timid  and  interefted,  and  the 
violence  of  the  turbulent  and  licentious ; being  determined 
jike  honeft  men,  not  only  to  fupport  the  prerogatives  of  thq 
Crown,  but  vindicate  the  rights  of  an  injured  people. 

4th.  We  deprecate  a revolution,  as  both  unneceflary  and 
Ineligible  for  our  country ; — convinced  that  it  ftiould  never 
be  had  recourfe  to,  kill  all  other  means  of  efcaping  flavery 
have  been  tried  in  vain  ; and  we  are  determined  to  ufe  with 
fpirlted  firmnefs  every  rational  means  for  obtaining  the  uni- 
verfal  emancipation  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  all  our 
fellow-fubjeifts. 

5th.  Rerpeifting  the  freedom  of  the  Prefs,  as  the  palla- 
dium of  liberty,  we  view  with  concern  the  many  attacks  of 
late  made  upon  it,  and  v/ith  the  utmoft  fenfibility  of  mind 
regret,  that  the  endeavours  of  the  Sovereign  of  Belfaft,  to 
mitigate  the  arbitrary  exerciie  of  legal  corruption,  againft 
the  fpirlted  proprietors  of  the  Northern  Star,  perfccuted  on 
account  of  their  exertions  to  promote  the  public  good, 
fhould  have  been  ineffefluah  ' 
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The  Declaration. 

I folemnly  promife  and  declare,  that  I will  by  all  rational 
means  promote  the  univerfal  emancipation  and  adequate 
reprefentation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  will  not  be 
fatisfied  until  thele  objefls  flball  have  been  unequivocally 
obtained,  and  I entertain  no  defire  of  fubverting  the  prefent 
form  of  government,  confiding  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons. 

TO  THE  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS  OF  IRE- 
LAND. 

Brethren— afFefled  only  by  the  facrcd  influence  of  thofe 
holy  bonds  which  unite  us  to  you  and  our  fraternity  en- 
circling the  globe,  we  addrefs  you.  Reluctantly  do  we 
fpeak  on  political  fubjeefls — convinced  that  « unanimity 
is  the  flrength  of  fociety,”  we  view  with  abhorrence  the 
anfidious  attempts  that  have  been  in  our  native  land  made, 
to  introduce  difeord,  where  harmony  fhould  reign,  to  call 
up  the  fpirit  of  the  firfl:  born  Cain  and  make  brother  draw 
the  murderous  fword  againfl:  brother : divide  and  govern/’ 
is  a maxim  as  old  as  tyranny  itfelf. — We  will  not  be  divided 
as  Mafons,  for  holding  facred  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment in  all  matters  whatever  ; the  virtuous  brother,  how- 
ever he  may  difier  from  us  in  religious  or  political  opinions, 
lhall  ever  be  received  with  the  cordial  embrace  of  fraternal 
fellowfhip.  We  will  not  be  divided  from  our  countrymen, 
our  interefls  are  in  common  with  theirs.  Whilfl:  we  view 
with  pleafure  the  rapid  progrefs  of  liberty  in  France,  fup.- 
ported  by  reafon  and  philofophy,  and  founded  on  the  grand 
principles  of  our  inftitution  : Whilfl:  we  glory  in  the  re- 
fleflion  that  our  illuflrious  brother  Wafliington,  and  the 
Mafons  of  America,  were  the  faviours  of  their  country, 
and  the  firfl;  founders  of  the  temple  of  liberty— are  we  to 
fee  the  Irifli  Mafons  made  the  tools  of  corruption  5 and 

they 
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tiiey  to  be  inflruments  for  oppreffing  their  already  borne- 
down  countrymen  ? Brethren,  in  embracing  the  duties  of 
Mafons,  we  have  not  relinquifhed  any  of  our  rights  as  men ; 
we  are  from  our  fouls  lincerely  loyal,  but  ours  is  not  the 
loyalty  of  flaves,  it  is  that  of  Mafons — Mafons  who  know 
their  rights,  and  are  determined  to  die  or  be  free. — We 
are  no  advocates  for  paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance, 
fealty  to  our  Sovereign  does  not  require  us  to  fupport 
corruption.  So  long  as  the  vices  of  man  render  government 
iieceflary,  it  ought  to  be  framed  for  the  good  of  nations, 
not  for  oppreffion  to  the  many,  and  the  aggrandizement 
of  a few. — Ah!  how  could  any  of  you,  whofe  benevolence 
fhould  he  extenfivc  as  the  habitations  of  man,  behold  two- 
thirds  of  your  countrymen,  miferable,  opprelTed,  and  na- 
ked, literally  feeding  on  potatoes  and  point,  labouring  un- 
der fanguinary  penal  laws,  taxed  without  being  reprefented, 
unable  in  Ccknefs  to  procure  aflihance,  obliged  in  herds 
annually  to  defert  their  hovels  at  the  approaching  ravage 
of  the  hearth-colleftors,  who  mercilefs  too  often,  rob  their 
bed  of  heath  or  its  only  covering — could  you  behold  thefe 
and  fay  the  people  are  happy,  rich,  andj  profperous  ? 
Could  you  behold  almoft  the  whole  of  what  are  called  the 
nation’s  reprefentatives,  arbitrarily  appointed  by  a few 
individuals,  for  a long  number  of  years,  and  not  account- 
able for  their  conduct ; places  and  penhons  multiplied  for 
the  purpofes  of  corruption,  and  often  beftowed  on  man 
without  principle,  and  woman  without  virtue— the  privi- 
leges of  the  Crown  infringed,  the  honours  of  the  Peerage 
fold,  innumerable  taxes  wrung  from  the  people,  and  the 
nation  involved  in  debt  for  the  purpofe  of  corrupting 
parliament,  jao  rerponfibillty  required  from  the  great  offi- 
ces of  the  ftate,  the  fubjefl  deprived  of  the  trial  by  jury, 
in  confequence  of  the  game  and  revenue  laws,  fiats  and  at- 
tachments ? — Could  any  of  you,  generous  brethren,  be- 
held thefe  and  numerous  other  grievances,  and  declare 
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yourrelves  enemies  to  thofe  who  will  attempt  to  reform  the 
fyftem  of  enquiry  which  occafions  them  ? We  believe  that 
the  people  not  having  their  due  weight  in  the  Legiflature, 
is  the  caufe  of  all  our  grievances,  and  that  a real  radical 
reform  in  the  reprefentative  branch  thereof  can  alone  fe- 
cure  the  intereft,  and  preferve  the  peace  of  Ireland.  To 
this  obje£f  alone  our  views  are  dire^fted,  knowing  that  re- 
form can  alone  prevent  the  horrors  of  a revolution,  the 
blame  of  which  muft  fall  on  the  heads  of  thofe  who  drive 
the  people  to  dcfpair.  Brethren,  equally  contemning  the 
high  and  low  vulgar,  we  are  taught  to  regard  him  alone, 
who  is  virtuous,  as  exalted  to  the  level  of  man.  The  pro- 
'fane  and  vicious  are  only  favages — ^to  be  virtuous  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  free,  for  flavery  and  vice  arc  infeparably  con- 
nected. Refpefting  thofe  facred  truths,  we  wifh  we  may 
be  branded  with  infamy  if  we  do  ever  ceafe  moft  ftrenuoufly 
to  co-operate  wHi  all  our  fellow-fubjefts  in  their  endea- 
vours to  eradicate  vice  and  flavery  from  the  land.  Taking 
our  wives  and  children  in  our  hands,  we  feel  all  nature 
flirring  within  us,  and  the  God  of  nature’s  voice  callirlg 
on  us  to  fave  them.  .One  word  more,  brethren,  “ a 
people  afpiring  to  be  free,  fhould  be  able  to  protect  liber- 
ty.’’^Be  peaceable,  but  powerful. — Let  every  lodge  in  the 
land  become  a company  of  citizen  foldier?. — Let  every 
volunteer  company  become  a lodge  of  mafons 

Countrymen  of  all  denominations,  we  addrefs  you— our. 
myfteries  arc  not  orgies  held  for  plotting  againfl  your  liber- 
ty.— Among  the  Apoflles,  there  was  one  Judas. — The  flaves 
among  us  are  few  ; — ^join  our  lodges  ; — This  will  give  you 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  wull  fecure  you  againfl:  pri- 
vate perfecution,  on  account  of  your  flruggles  for  freedom 
no  one  who  dares  to  opprefs  the  leafl:  among  us,  need  ever 

expefl  fupport  from  the  refl. 

Signed  by  order, 

WM.  RICHARDSON,  Sec. 

THE 
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I 

I dijlurhances  which  had  prevailed  in  feme  parts  of  this  cwn- 

\ try^  occajtoned  the  following  publication  on  the  fart  of  the 

Roman  Catholics. — At  a meeting  of  the  fuh-committee  of  thf 
Catholic i of  Ireland^  January  2,  I793> — 

Denis  Thomas  O’Brien,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

I 

The  following  addrels  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  was  a- 
j greed  tp,  and  ordered  to  be  publifhed. 

* The  fub-conimittec  appointed  by  the  general  committee 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  tranfadl  fuch  buiinefs  as  may 
be  neceifary  during  the  adjcjirnnient  of  the  latter,  feel  it 
I their  indifpenfable  duty  to  warn  the  body  at  large  again  ft 
any  attempts  of  pretended  friends  or  declared  enemies  to 
I miflead  them,  to  drive  them  into  a violence  derogatory  to 
j t^eir  unfpotted  character  of  loyalty  and_^  obedience  to  the 


^mongft  every  defeription  of  Iriflirneq^ 


! Ihey  beg  leavp  to  recommend  to  the  ferious  confidera- 

!$ion  of  their  Catholic  brethren,  how  unnecelTary  it  is  for 
them  to  attend  meetings  convened  for  the  purpofe  of  exprelT- 
j;  ing  their  allegiance,  fincethat  purpofe  is  anfvvered  in  a more 
* dignified,  folemn  and  authorized  manner  by  their  delegates, 

’ who  are  fent  to.  lay  their  grievances  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

! Declarations  therefore  however  refpedlably  brought  forward 
' by  name,  ability  or  property,  can.  add  no,  weight  to  thofe 
I expreflions  of  attachment  to  the  king  and  conftitution,' 
which  the  Catholic  petition  to  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign 
contains,  but  muft  rather  take  from^  its  efficacy  and  confe- 
quence,  by  ufelefs  repetition,  and  by  frittering  down  a great 
national  a£l  into  partial  and  local  exertion. 

The  committee  are  grieved  to  hear  of  the  fuccefs  of  de- 
figning  men  in  agitating  the  minds  of  the  lower  order  of 
their  perfuafion  in  a part  of  this  country,  and  filling  them 
VoL.  II.  ■ Z With 
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with  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  their  Froteftant  breth^ 
ren,  a circumfbance  which  has  pron^pted  thefe  unhappy  met; 
to  arm  and  ftand  on  their  defence.  They  would  wifll  to 
imprcfs  upon  their  mind,  in  indelible  chara(n:ers,  that  it  is 
the  moft  ardent  defire,  and  the  obje£>  neareft  the  heart  of 
every  individual  in  the  general  and  fub-commlttees,  that  all 
animofity  between  Protelfants  and  Catholics  {liould  ceafe, 
and  lye  buried  in  the  graves  of  their  anceftors  ; that  in- 
habiting one  common  country,  and  adoring  the  fame  God., 
the  united  charities  of  religion  and  country  may  melt  us 
down  into  oneipeople,  and  for  ever  eftabllai  a reciprocity 
ef  interefts  anti  a community  of  rights. 

The  committee  fruft  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  never 
will,  nor  ever  can  forget  their  obligations  to  their  Proteflant 
brethren,  who  have  flood  forward  as  their  advocates  and 
protcclcrs. — Should  any  of  their  perfuafion  have  welU 
grounded  caufe  to  fear  for  their  lives  or  liberties,  it  is  thefr 
duty  to  flate  it,  and  foiicit  the  protedlion  of  government. 
Should  they  reqiieft  the  fub-commltree  to  flate  their  fitua- 
tion,  the  fub-committee  will  not  be  wanting.  But  they, 
carneflly  recommend  to  the  Catholics  in  general  the  conti- 
nuation of  that  dutiful  and  exemplary  conducl,  which,  un- 
der circumflances  of  unprecedented  hardfhip,  has  for  a 
century  made  them  the  admiration  of  all,'  who  can  do  juf- 
tice  to  and  feel  for  the  adverfities  and  virtues  of  rnar.kind. 
The  world  will  nov.'  fee  their  conducl,  and  unqueftionably 
their  king  and  country  will  reward  it ; for  he  is  a jufl  and  a 
gracious  king,  and  Proteftant^  mull  at  fee,  that  nothing 
but  union  at  home,  a union  arifng  from  equal  law,  and 
equal  liberty,  can  guard  the  ifland  from  domeflic  or  foreign 
foes.  In  this  ianguine  and  welkfounded  hope,  the  com- 
mittee conjure  their  Catliolic  brethren  to  reft  upon  their 
arms,  the  only  arms  the  hcftilicy  of  the  law  cannot  take 
away,  the  arms  of  r^afop  and  juftlce  ; and  patiently  wait  the 
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^ecifion  of  their  fate,  the  fate  of  three  millions  of  aggrieved 
and  loyaHubje<^s. 

Signed  by  order, 

JOHN  SWEETMAN,  Sec. 

We  fliall  return  now  to  the  proceedings  in  parliament.— 
A petition  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics  being  prefent- 
ed  and  received  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  on  the  4th  of 
February  1793,  *^oved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  their 
further  relief — this  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  H.  Langrifhe 
with  nearly  the  following  fpeech. 

Sir  H.  Langrifhe  faid — • — Sir,  I rile  to  feepnd  the  mo- 
tion of  my  right  honourable  friend,  and  to  offer  my  humble 
afliftance  in  a meafure,  to  the  accomplifhment  of  which  my 
ftreniious  efforts  have  been  diredted  from  my  earlieft  politi- 
cal years. 

I have  fo  often,  in  the  Catholic  purfuit,  contended  with 
adverfe  currents  and  oppofing  ftorms,  that  it  is  natural  to 
iuppofe,  though  I do  not  prefume  to  fhare  in  the  triumph, 
I may  yet  hope  to  partake  the  prefent  aufpicious  gale.  I 
have  ever  confidered  the  Roman  Catholics  as  good  and 
loyal  fubjedls,  magnanimous  in  their  fufferings,  and  con- 
feientious  in  their  allegiance  ; as  fuch  I have  ever  refpedled 
them  j as  fuch  I have  ever  endeavoured  to  ferve  them.  I 
have,  however,  always  purfued  with  more  folicitude  their 
intereft  than  their  acclamations,  more  anxious  to  be  inflru- 
mental  to  their  happinefs,  than  to  be  diftinguifhed  in  their 
councils,  or  rewarded  by  their  acknowledgments.  I have 
always  endeavoured  to  ferve  them  by  that  cautious  modera- 
tion, which  I thought  moil  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  rather 
than  by  a more  adventuring  boldnefs,  which,  though  it 
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might  flatter  their  feelings,  might  difappoint  their  wiflies  j 
well  knowing,  as  [ do,  the  value  of  progreffive  acquifition  5 
well  knowing  the  value  of  every  fiep  gained  of  approximation, 
between  brethren  who  had  too  long  been  kept  afunder. 

If  however  fome  amon^fl  them  had  thpught  the  rate  of 
my  progrefs  too  tardy,  and  looked  for  advocates  whofe  ener- 
gy is  mpre  proportioned  to  their  feelings,  whofe  genius  is 
more  afpiring  than  mine  ; I can  only  fay,  \Yhatever  fineness 
they  chofe,  they  never  had  me  for  their  enemy,  although  I 
may  not  have  agreed  in  every  expedient  which  the  impati- 
ence of  the  moment  fuggeited,  nor  emulated  the  fupericr 
energy  of  their  more  powerful  advocates. 

In  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  when  I had  the  honour 
in  co-operation  with  my  right  honourable  friend^,  to  move 
you  for  a further  repeal  of  the  laws  affedting  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, I certainly  wifhed  with  as  much  ardour  as  any  gen- 
tleman who  hears  me,  that  the  public  fentinaent,  the  temper 
of  parliament,  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  had  allowed  me  to 
make  my  plan  more  extenfive  than  that  which  was  adopted ; 
to  have  connected  with  the  fete,  by  nearer*  and  defer  ties, 
fo  great  and  valuable  a part  of  the  comrjiyqity  as  the  Catho- 
lic body.  But  the  impatience  of  purfuit,  and  the  acrimoqy 
cf  contention,  were  my  opponents  *,  circumftances^  of  in- 
temperance on  one  fide,  revived  eld  prejudices  pn  t-ie  other, 
which  made  me  confider  accomaaedarion  an  atchievement. 
At  the  fame  time,  when  I confider  (as  I faid  before)  the 
value  of  progreTivc  acquilition,  I muO:  lay  the  concefiions  of 
lafi:  winter  w^ere  in  themfclves  impoi  tint,  and  their  manner 
ineftimable.  The  unanimif-y  that  conrvded,  fiamped  a dou- 
ble value  on  the  thing  conferred  ; ana  whatever  (from  my 
own  attachment  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  the  liberal  dif- 
^oiition  of  tliofe  with  whom  I acledj  might  have  been  the 
amount  of  my  wiihes,  and  would  have  been  the  extent  of 
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my  efforts,  had  I found  the  occafion  favourable  ; yet  as  the 
friend  to  the  Catholics,  1 am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  any 
forbearance  I might  have  yielded  to  on  that  occafion,  wa3 
more  than  recompenfed  by  the  unanimity  it  produced  ; that 
unanimity^  which  vi^as  the  fymptom  of  departing  prejudices, 
and  the  token  of  returning  love;  that  gracioufnefs  ofcon- 
cefiion,  followed  by.  a grateful  acceptance,  held  out  to  my 
view  thole  flattering  profpe(Sls,  which  arc  brightening  before 
me  at  this  day,  of  ftill  ciofer  communications  of  intercfis 
and  affe£lions  between  us.  The  objcft  was  a conqiieft;  of 
affedion,  not  competition  of  power  ; and  the  means  of  fuc- 
cefs>  mutual  deference  and  conciliation. 

1 was  then  fatisfied,  and  I think  fo  fflll,  that  whatever 
appears  from  the  temper  of  the  times  impradlicable  to  be 
obtained,  it  is  imprudent  to  folicit  5 for  wc  know  too  well, 
that  religious  diffenfions  are  not  to  be  conquered  by  contro- 
verfy  and  recrimination,  but  muff  yield  to  the  returning 
tide  of  human  benevolence  ; toleration  is  a plant  not  to  be 
forwarded  by  art,  or  forced  by  the  heat  of  contention  ; the 
cxceffes  of  heat  and  of  cold  are  alike  fatal  to  it.  It  muff  be 
the  growth  of  temperate  afliduity,  cultivated  by  the  hand  of 
moderation,  and  matured  by  the  warmth  of  the  heart. 
And  even  when  toleration  itfelf  has  been  reared,  a com- 
munication of  political  power,  which  is  and  ought  to  be  a- 
mongfl:  its  natural  produ<fl:ions,  cannot  in  the  courfe  of 
things  be  inffantaneous  ; like  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  it  muff 
be  the  growth  of  maturity,  and  the  gift  of  time. 

It  has  always  been  the  paffion  and  the  principle  of  my 
mind,  to  lend  my  humble  afliftance  to  every  meafure,  which 
in  its  operation  might  tend  to  make  the  Proteflant  and  Ca- 
tholic, by  the  progrefs  of  time,  grow  to  be  one  people  ; that 
let  them  regulate  their  religious  worfliip  under  whatever 
different  modes,  they  may  unite  in  devotion  to  one  country  5 
like  two  ffems  rifing  from  on«  root,  though  they  may  differ 
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in  the  forms  in  which  they  fhape  their  courfe  towards  Hest* 
ven,  yet  a's  they  derive  from  one  common  origin,  and  draw 
their  fuftenance  from  the  fame  land,  that  in  thcit*  growth 
they  may  become  a fhelter  and  protection  to  each  othen 
1 have  long  wiflied  that  the  time  was  come,  which  would 
form  a new  csr  * of  Irifh  concord,  of  Irifli  ccniequence  and 
Irifli  profperity,  in  which  religious  dliTcnlion  (hould  be  loft 
in  ci\"il  operation,  in  which  community  of  interefts,  and 
reciprocal  good  oiSices,  fliould  root  out  our  prejudices,  and 
unite  our  hearts^  But  until  the  enlightened  fpirit  of  liberal 
policy  had  given  a progrefs  to  thcfc  rational  difpofitions,  a 
communication  of  political  power  could  not  be  expeCted ; 
for  you  muft  reconcile,  before  you  unite ; you  muft  affimi- 
late,  before  you  incorporate. 

' Befide,  Sir,  every  body  knows,  who  knows  any  thing  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  world,  that  violent  and  fudden  changes  of 
powder  and  property,  whether  the  parties  have  been  divided 
by  religious  diiTenfion,  or  by  confederacies  on  political  dif- 
ference, have  always  been  dangerous,  and  generally  fatal  t» 
the  (late.  The  fad  is,  thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to 
power,  cannot  bear  the  privation  or  fudden  diminution  of  it 
with  patience.  Thofe  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  ir,  will 
not  exercife  it  with  prudence  ; it  is  the  progrefs  of  time 
alone  that  can  reconcile  and  affimilate  *,  it  is  the  progrefs  of 
affedion  alone  that  can  regulate  thofe  paflions,  which  make 
©ne  fide  intemperate,  and  the  other  fide  intolerant. 

And  now.  Sir,  I muft  beg  leave  to  make  an  obfervatiois, 
fuggefted  to  me  (I  forget  where)  by  a right  honourable 
friend  of  mine,  in  which  I agree  with  him  in  his  fentiments 
of  difapprobation  as  to  the  fad,  but  difagree  with  him  in  his 
fufpicions  of  its  origination. 

"W  hen  I call  to  your  recolledion  fo  difagreeablc  a circum- 
ftance,  I do  it  rather  as  an  admonition  for  the  future, 
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than  aniinadvsriion  on  the  paft.  It  is  true,  Sir,  that  at  the 
time  when  every  thinking  man  faw  the  neceffity  of  an  union 
of  interefls  and  afredtions  between  his  Maiefty’s  loyal  fubje<Sl:« 
of  all  perfuafions,  the  mod  mifchievous  induftry  was  em- 
ployed to  raife  an  emulation  of  ill-will,  and  fow  the  feeds  of 
perpetual  difcord  between  the  Proteilants  and  Catholics, 
ft  was  indeed  the  work  but  of  a few,  but  the  undifclaimed 
fentiments  of  the  few  are  apt  to  be  confidered  as  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  many,  and  therefore  they  are  injurious. 

Whilft  I am  ready  to  difclaim  the  exaggerated  and  acri- 
monious charges  with  which  our  newfpapers  have  re-crimi- 
nated on  the  Catholics,  although  I cannot  but  dlfapprove, 
as  prefumptuous,  that  fpirit  that  wmuld  arrogate  from  fu- 
turity, limit  the  faculties  of  legiflation,  bind  down  pofterity, 
and  give  to  exclufion  immortality.  Though  I reject:  fucii 
notions  as  unjuft,  and  indeed  laugh  at  them  as  impotent, 
becaufe,  though  like  the  father  of  Hannibal,  you  were  to 
carry  your  fons  to  the  altar,  and  make  them  fwear  never 
to  be  at  peace  with  the  Romans,  yet  neither  your  votes 
nor  their  votes  could  controul  future  ages.  Though  I 
utterly  difclaim  fuch  notions  as  unjuft  and  impolitic,  I muft, 
however,  with  equal  juftice  fay  on  the  other  hand,  on  the 
part  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  there  were  circumftances 
attending  the  agitation  of  this  queftion  highly  exceptionable. 
In  my  opinion,  it  was  abfurd  in  a bufinefs  of  this  kind 
for  the  Roman  Catholics  to  ftate  cafes  to  eminent  lawyers, 
to  decide  whether  their  proceedings  were  or  were  not  de- 
feufible  within  the  letter  of  the  law  : It  had  too  much  the 
appearance  of  a guarded  hoftiilty  *,  it  looked  more  like  the 
precaution  of  enmity,  than  the  interceftion  of  amicable  in- 
tcrcourfe,  or  conftitutional  folicitation. 

It  is  not  enough  that  their  applications  do  not  violate  the  ‘ 
laws,  they  alfo  Ihould  not  violate  the  feelings  5 it  is  not 
enough  that  they  are  cautious,  they  ihould  be  rerpe(ftfulv 
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No  body  of  riieti  fliou!d  for  a moment  fuffer  themfelyesj 
in  their  purfuits,  to  be  unmindful  thgt  there  is  a fettled 
fupreme  power  in  the  ftate  ; to  which,  fb  long  as  the  con- 
iHtution  exids,  every  man  owes  rcfpc(il: ; that  it  may  be  fo- 
licited,  but  it  mu  ft  be  obeyed  that  it  may  be  foftened,  but 
miift  not  be  fubdued» 

When  the  Roman  Catholics  fay,  they  wifti  to  fhare  in 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution  of  their  country, 
they  fpeak  the  language  of  rcafon  and  common  fenfe. 
The  idea  b fo  natural  to  the  mind  of  man,  that  it  was  un- 
iieceiTary  to  convene  a great  reprefentative  body  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, in  order  to  decide,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  their 
general  wifti,  to  enjoy  the  elefTtive  franchife  and  right  of 
jlirie'3.  Why,  to  be  fure  it  was  their  general  wifti  ! No 
Catholic  ever  afterted  or  inftnuated  the  contrary  ; nor  if  he 
did,  would  any  Proteftant  have  been  dupe  enough  to  be* 
lieve  him.  The  notion  is  fo  congenial  to  the  mind  of  man, 
that  it  is  impoftible  to  controvert  or  condemn  it  j liay, 
there  Is  a virtue  in  the  wifti,  that  is  a title  to  its  fuccefs  ; 
however,  in  the  profecution  of  it,  the  beft  friends  of  the 
Catholics  coiild  not  but  lament,  tliat  fome  meafures  were 
purfued  inflammatory  andoffemive,  tending  to  revive  adverfc 
prejudices,  and  retard  the  accompliftiment  of  their  own 
wifties  ; and  1 cannot  avoid  faying,  (and  I fpeak  from  the 
fatal  example  of  a neighbouring  kingdom)  that  your  con- 
ftitution will  Ipeedily  be  extin<ft',  and  your  liberties  profl- 
trate  in  the  duft,  if  you  fuffer  conventions,  affociations, 
committees  or  clubs,  to  affert  dominion  or  aflume  authority 
in  the  adniiniftration  of  the  public  affairs. 

I have  mentioned  thofe  circumftances  of  apparcrit  ani- 
moflty  on  both  fides,  in  order  to  ftiew  that  they  were  thd 
temporary  refult  of  mutual  indiferetion,  incidental  to  every 
fuch  purfuit  as  the  prefent ; and  I have  mentioned  them, 
becaufe  I think  the  beft  foundation  of  mutual  reconciliation 
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j h a review  of  mutual  errors  ; that  being  over,  let  them  be 
J forgotten  5 let  them  be  buried  in  oblivion,  never  to  rife 

i again.  And  as  to  the  charge  made  by  a right  honourable 

i friend  of  mine  agairdl  Adminiftration  for  being  accelTary 
i to  this  work  of  animofity,  I can  alTurc  him,  I think  I can 
convince  him  he  was  mifinformed.  I know  the  prefent 
Adminiftration  always  entertained  the  moft  liberal  fenti- 
i ments  towards  the  Catholics,  and  wifhed  to  go  as  far  in 
l their  fervice  as  the  temper  of  parliament  would  permit, 
and  they  ought  not  to  go  farther  5 and  laft  fefilon  of  par- 
liament, in  the  cafe  of  the  Catholic  petition  alluded  toj 
if  we  yielded  to  a prevailing  current^  which  ran  too  ftrong 
to  be  refifted,  it  was  to  make  good  our  paflage,  and  fecure 
I the  freight  with  which  we  were  charged.  And  let  me  ask 
my  honourable  friend,  if  he  does  not,  from  his  own  obfer- 
vation  think,  that  Adminiftration  may  have  to  encounter 
fomething  like  refentment  for  their  prefent  favourable  dif- 
pofition  towards  the  Roman  Catholics  ? 

' ‘ ' h 

The  fight  honourable  member  cannot  doubt  my  ftncerc 
. attachment  to  the  prelent  government,  yet  i will  afture  him, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  fuppofes  they  and  their  friends 
were  bufy  in  promoting  thefe  controverfies,  that  I rayfeif 
(certainly  not  the  leaft  ftneere  amongft  them  in  my  attach- 
ment) was  employed  in  publilhing  to  the  world  the  beft 
arguments  my  poor  abilities  could  furnifii  to  reprobate  and 
reprefs  them.  To  my  Proteftant  countrymen,  I faid  in 
fubftance  what  I fay  now,  that  religious  animofities  fliould 
expire  with  the  caufes  that  produced  them ; that  the 
exclufion  of  the  majority  of  the  people  from  the  privileges 
of  the  conftitution  has  lafted  long  enough  ; that  it  could 
not  laft  much  longer,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  laft  any 
longer. 

That  national  ftrer.gth  can  only  be  maintained  by  national 
unanimity,  and  that  coaimunication  of  benefits  h th«,  only 
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bond  of  general  co-operation.  To  my  Catholic  brethejl 
I faid,  what  I now  fay,  and  always  faid,  that  if  they  like  the 
conflicntion  as  it  is,  I wilh  they  rnay  fhare  in  it  ; if  they 
defire  to  alter  it,  I wifh  they  may  not  approach  it  *,  that  if 
they  loved  the  ccnfiitution  with  a pore  paflion,  their  felici- 
tation would  be  rerpsftful,  and  they  would  not,  lilce  the 
brutal  ravifiier,  attempt  to  defile  whaft  they  wilhed  to 
enjoy. 

I fhall  only  add,  concerning  the  Roman  Catholics,  what 
I have  already  repeated  to  you,  that  you  remember  when 
they  came  forward  to  refill  the  invafion  of  a foreign  enemy  ; 
that  you  now  fee  them  come  forward  to  repel  the  invafion, 
not  perhaps  of  foreign  force,  but  of  foreign  principles, 
more  deftru(Slive  than  armies,  more  cruel  than  the  fword. 
The  old  dangers  of  popery,  which  ufed  to  alarm  you,  arc 
now  extm£l  to  ail  intents  and  purpofes ; and  new  dangers 
have  arifen  in  the  world,  againft  which  the  Catholics  are 
your  befl:  and  natural  allies. 

You  cannot  give  them  a fingle  benefit  that  will  not  be  an 
additional  pledge  of  their  affeflion,  and  hoflage  for  their 
‘fidelity.  Give  them  the  pride  of  privilege,  and  you  will 
give  them  the  principle  of  attachment ; admit  then^ 
within  the  walls  of  the  conflitution,  and  they  will  defend 
them. 

Do£lor  Duigenan  faid ; Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  has  prefented  this  petition,  and 
brought  forward  this  motion,  has  at  the  fame  time  flated 
to  this  houfe,  the  heads  of  this  intended  bill ; and  as  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  every  one  of  thefc  heads,  though 
I have  had  the  honour  heretofore  of  generally  concurring 
in  opinion  with  him  on  political  fubjefls,  I think  it  a duty 
I owe  to  roy  king  and  country  fully  to  explain  my  fenti- 
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cnents  on  the  bufinefs  now  before  the  houfe,  as  it  is  pretty 
generally  known  that  his  Maj city’s  fervants  in  this  kingdom 
have  taken  up  this  bulinefs  in  confequence  of  an  impreffion 
made  on  his  Majelly  and  his  minifters  in  England,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  labour  under  many  leverc 
oppreliions  from  the  elFedts  of  feveral  of  the  prefent  exifting 
laws  5 and  fuch  impreffion  has  been  made  by  means  of  a 
petition  to  his  Majefty  at  St.  James’s,  on  the  2d  day  of 
January  laft  j which  petition  has  been  lately  printed,  and 
circulated  through  this  kingdom  with  great  induftry.  I 
fliall  firft  examine  the  contents  of  that  petition  as  the 
ground-work,  on  which  is  to  be  erected  the  vaft  ftruflure 
of  Roman  Catholic  grandeur  and  power  ; the  plan  of  which 
is  delineated  in  the  heads  of  the  propofed  bill,  as  explained 
to  the  houfe  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman. 

When  the  petition,  prefented  lately  to  his  Majefty,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irelmd,  firft  made  its 
appearance  in  the  public  prints,  it  was  infifted  upon,  as  well 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
the  copy  of  this  petition,  inferted  In  the  newfpapers,  con- 
tained a great  number  of  grofs  mifreprefentations,  and 
dire£f  and  notorious  falfe-hoods  5 the  fiib-committee  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  being  a kind  of  permanent  body  fcle£led  out 
of  their  general  convention,  have  thought  fit,  by  way  of 
anfwer  to  the  obfervations  on  their  petition  made  in  parlia- 
ment, to  publilh  their  petition  in  a pamphlet,  with  notes, 
and  the  following  advertifement  prefixed  to  it : 

« SUB-COM  MIT  TEE, 

•«  January  12th,  1783 

Denis  Thomas  O’Brien  in  the  Chair. 

**  It  having  been  publicly  and  folemnly  allerted,  that  the 
petition  of  the  Catholics  to  his  Majefty,  contained  many 
« falfehoods  and  mifreprefentations ; 


« Rcfolved 


355  ' CciU^ctanea  poltttcs.  ' 

« Refolvcd  therefore,  that  it  is  necefTary  to  republiiis 
that  petition,  with  notes,  reciting  the  different  acts  of 
parliament,  on  which  the  alledged  falfehoods  and  mlf- 
« reprefentations  are  grounded. 

Signed  by  order, 

John  SwEET;vfAN>  See. 

i fiiouid  not  condefcend  lo  take  ilotice  or  this  fub-co'rn- 
mittee,  or  their  pamphlet,  were  it  not  that  they  furnifh 
me  V7ith  an  authentic  copy  of  this  famous,  or  rather  infa- 
mous, petitiorr  ; every  page  and;  alinofl:  every  line  of  which 
teems  with  mifreprefentation  or  falfchood  : and  as  the  Ca° 
tholics  have  by  this  fyftem  of  untruth,  deception,  and  fraud, 
impofed  fo  far  on  his  Majefty’s  minifters  in  England,  as  to 
procure  a paragraph  to  be  inferted  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne  recommending  in  the  King’s  name  to  our  ferious 
confideration  the  fituation  of  his  Majefty’s  Catholic  fubje£ls, 
and  that  we  fhall  conhder  the  fame  liberality  ; that  is,  that 
we  fhall  confider  with  attention  and  favour  the  fituation  of 
the  Catholics  of  this  country,  as  mofl:  falfely  defcribdd  iri 
their  petition ; and  as  no  man  in  his  Majefty’s  dominions  is 
more  firmly  attached  to  his  Majefty’s  perfon  and  govern- 
ment than  I am,  nor  has  on  every  occafion,  where  I have' 
had  an  opportunity  of  exerting  myfelf,  more  clearly  mani- 
fefted  that  attachment,  I have  bellowed  on  this  petitiora* 
that  is>  this  alledged  fituation  of  the  Catholics  of  this 
country,  my  mofi:  ferious  attention,  according  to  the  re- 
commendation in  the  fpeech  ; and  I fhall,  as  briefly  as  I 
can,  flate  to  this  houfe  my  opinion  of  this  petition,  and 
mark  the  principal  mifreprefentations  and  falfehoods  con- 
tained in  it  *,  in  hopes  that  my  voice,  however  weak,  may 
reach  the  throne,  and  roufe  the  jufi  indignation  of  our  fovc- 
rcign  againft  a fet  of  perfons  w ho  have,  by  fraud,  and  im- 
pofition,  audacioufiy  attempted  to  procure  his  countenance, 

to 
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jtjj  the  unhinging  and  disjointing  the  whole  frauie  of  his 
Jrifli  government  ; and  uprooting  foundations  which  have 
been  laid  by  wife  antiquity,  and  ibpported  and  maintained 
by  the  fage  policy  of  two  centuries ; and  which  have  been 
lirong  chough  to  refift  and  repel  the  {hocks  of  three 
general  and  moft  formidable  rebellions  of  the  Catholic  inha- 
bitants of  this  kingdom,  lince  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  of  mofi:  glorious  memory  in* 
deed. 

This  petition  commences  with  deception.  Tbe  petition- 
ers, on  the  title  of  if,  denominate  themfelves  Catholics, 
whereas  they  are  Roman  Catholics,  that  is,  they  are  per- 
fons  who  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome, 
a foreign  prince,  in  fpirituals,  as  all  the  Trifh  who  them- 
felves Catholics,  do ; and  will  not  allow  his  Majefly  to  be 
the  fupremc  head  of  the  church  within  this  kingdom  ; nor 
will  they  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  : and  I fliall  demon- 
flrate,  before  I {it  down,  that  a very  great  portion  of  tem- 
poral power  is  incident  to,  and  cannot,  by  any  device,  be 
feparated  from,  the  fpiritual  fupremacy,  -avowed  by  the 
Catholics  of  this  kingdom  to  be  veiled  in  the  blfliop  of 
Rome  : at  prefent,  I only  jufl  mark  the  fallacy  contained 
u\  (he  very  title  of  this  petition,  and  which  is  invariably 
purfued,  in  this  point,  through  the  whole ; in  which  the 
petitioners  conftantly  ilile  themfelves  Catholics  without  the 
addition  of  Rome.  It  is  thus  old  tales  reprefent  the  devil 
when  he  appears  Co  mortals,  cautioufly  concealing  the  do- 
yen foot.’* 

The  petition  then  flates,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
(as  they  {file  themfelves)  have  for  a century  lafl:  paft  behaved 
witiruninterrupted  loyalty ; in  which  time  five  foreign  wars, 
and  two  domeflic  rebellions,  have  occurred  ; and  that  they 
have  taken  every  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  and  have  given,  and  been  ready  to  give,  every  pledge 

which 
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which  can  be  devifed,  for  their  peaceable  demeanor,  and. 
unconditional  fubmiiSon  to  the  laws. 

This  Ihort  paragraph  contains  two  notorious  falfehoods  ; 
Firft,  they  have  not,  for  a century  paft,  behaved  with 
uninterrupted  loyalty  to  the  king  or  ftate,  but  have  ex^ 
erted  themfelves  in  all  the  five  foreign  wars,  and  two  do^ 
meftic  rebellions,  which  have  occurred  within  thefe  hun- 
dred years  lafl:  paft,  againft  their  king  and  country,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power  and  ability,  and  have  difturbed  this 
country,  and  are  now  difturbing  it,  with  many  tumultuous 
riflngs  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  in  which  they  have 
pradlifed  the  moft  inhuman  barbarities  on  the  perfons  of 
the  clergy  and  gentry,  and  committed  various  murders, 
burglaries  and  robberies  on  them,  within  that  fjpace  of 
time. 

After  the  furrender  of  Limerick,  in  0£lobcr  1691,  the 
Irilh  Catholics  (who  had  for  two  years  before  perfifted  in 
a moft  obftinate  rebellien,  which  had  almoft  reduced  the 
country  to  a defart,  and  in  which  they  had  committed  all 
forts  of  barbarities  on  the  Proteftants  of  this  country)  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  preferred  going  to 
France,  and  ferving  the  armies  of  that  power,  the  natural 
fnemy  of  Britain,  againft  their  own  country.  In  the  mili- 
tary articles  of  capitulatiou  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  they 
had  procured  an  article  to  be  inferted,  ftipulating  for  their 
iranfportation  to  France.  The  Britifh  generals,  after  the 
furrender  of  the  town,  exerted  themfelves  to  perfuade  the. 
Catholic  army  to  relinquilh  their  intention  of  going  to 
France,  and  to  ftay  at  home,  and  follow  their  different 
occupations,  in  their  own  country  *,  or  if  they  preferred  the 
trade  of  war.  General  Ginkle  offered  to  enlift  them  in  the 
IJutch  fervice  : thefe  offers  they  almoft  to  a man  rejefled ; 
and  this  Catholic  army,  conftantly  recruited  and  officered 
by  the  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  have  remained  ever  lince 
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in  the  French  fervice,  and  have  uniformly  fought,  with  the 
greateft  inveteracy,  againft  this  country,  in  the  five  wars 
with  France,  v/hich  have  been  waged  during  the  lafi  hun- 
dred years,  at  the  battles  of  Fontenoy  and  Laffelt,  in  the 
war  with  France  which  ended  in  1746.  A body  of  fixteen 
^houfand  Irifli  Catholics  fought  in  the  army  of  France 
againft  Great  Britain  in  the  American  v/ar  5 a large  body  of 
Irith  Catholics,  in  the  fervice  of  France,  fought,  as  well  on 
the  continent  of  America,  as  in  the  Weft-India  iftands, 
againft  Great  Britain  j and  their  exploits  againft  their  coun- 
try, at  Savannah,  at  St.  Lucia,  at  St.  Kitts,  and  St,  Eu- 
ftatia,  may  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  times,  and  in 
the  accounts  of  that  war.  Stapleton,  an  Irifli  Catholic  from 
the  county  of  Limerick,  commanded  a body  of  500  Irilh 
Catholics  in  the  pay  of  France,  at  the  battle  of  Culloden  in 
1746,  and  he  died  at  Invernefs  of  the  wounds  he  received 
in  that  battle,  fighting  for  the  pretender.  All  the  French 
privateers  which  infefted  this  channel  during  the  late  war, 
who  plundered  the  Britifti  and  Irifli  merchant  fhips,  even 
in  the  bay  of  Dublin,  were  manned  and  commanded  by 
Irifti  Catholics — fuch  as  John  Kelly,  John  Field,  Luke 
Ryan,  Patrick  Dowling  and  others  ; and  they  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  intelligence,  with  provihons,  and  even  with 
powder,  by  Irifti  Catholics  from  fperal  ports  in  the  channel, 
in  which  the  wives  and  families  of  many  of  them  were  then 
refident.  A large  body  of  Irifti  Catholics  have  alfo  ferved 
in  the  Spanifti  armies,  and  fought  againft  their  country  in  all 
the  wars  we  have  had  with  Spain  during  the  laft  hundred 
years.  Add  to  this,  the  infurreflions  of  the  white  boys, 
all  Catholics,  in  the  fouth  of  this  kingdom,  breaking  out 
at  intervals  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  paft,  and  marked 
by  flaughter,  defolation,  cruelty,  and  the  moft  bitter 
animoftty  againft  proteftaiit  clergy  as  well  as  laity  ; and  the 
prefent  infurreclions  of  the  lower,  order  of  Catholics  in  the 
f ©unties  of  Louth,  Meath,  Cavan,  and  Monaghan,  and 

now 
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«30w  fpreading  into  the  county  of  Dublin : whofe  fury 
cxercifcd  in  robbing,  fpoiling,  and  burning  the  houfes,  and 
the  contents  of  the  farm  yards  of  the  Proteftant  inhabitants 
of  thefc  counties,  and  aflaffinating  fome  of  them  ; and  this 
banditti  is  particularly  adlivc  in  difarming  the  Proteftants, 
and  arming  themfelvcs,  with  what  view  It  is  not  hard  t^^ 
guefs.  With  what  unparalleled  cflrontery  then  do  thefc 
petitioners  aiTcrt,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have,  for  a 
century  latl  pad,  behaved  with  uninterrupted  loyalty,  whe^ 
the  direcl  contrary  pofition  is  the  truth  ! Can  that  body  of 
people  be  fald  to  behave  with  loyalty  to  the  date,  who  fupf 
ply  and  recruit  the  armies  of  the  enemies,  whofe  fons> 
brothers  and  neared  relations,  appear  in  hodile  array  againd 
the  date,  as  well  in  wars  with  foreign  nations  as  in  domedie 
rebellious  5 who,  for  a century  lad  pad,  have  farnifhed 
formidable  bodies  of  troops  to  the  natural  enemies  of  the 
Britifh  empire ; who  perpetually  afTault  and  harrafs  us  with 
doraedic  infurreclion,  robbery  and  murder ; who  are  only 
redrained  by  their  inability,  and  dread  of  Britifh  vengeance, 
from  tearing  the  bowels  of  their  country  ; and,  by  avowed 
and  open  rebellion,  manifcdlng  their  immortal  hatred  ta 
the  Bjitifh  name  and  nation ; and  whofe  domcdic  impo- 
tence is  the  only  fecurity  to  the  date  for  domedic  peace  ! 
If  fuch  be  loyal  fubjedls,  then  is  the  wretch,  who  from 
private  animofity  or  intered  has  planned  your  dedruftion, 
whofe  weaknefs  or  cowardice  prevents  him  from  executing 
his  plan  liimfelf,  but  who  fends  his  confidential  bravoes  to 
effedd  it — an  honed  and  honourable  man,  and  your  attach- 
ed and  faithful  friend  ! Futile  are  the  excufes  for  this  their 
conduct,  urged  by  the  Catholics,  that  they  are  precluded 
from  ferving  in  the  Britifh  forces,  by  the  laws,  and  that 
they  therefore  refort  to  the  French  and  Spanifh  dandards 
to  procure  a livelihood.  Such  aiTertion  is  untrue,  with  ref- 
pefl  to  Catholics  of  inferior  degree,  as  they  themfelres 
flatc  in  their  petition,  that  the  lowed  departments  in  the 

Briti& 
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! Brliiili  fleets  and  armies  are  largely  fupplied  by  their  num- 
bers, fb  that  perfens  of  this  defeription  may  get  empioy-- 
ment  at  home.  But  fuppoflng  it  true,  that  Catholics  are 
excluded  from  the  Britifli  fleets  and  armies,  can  they  find 
no  other  fl:ates  m Europe  to  enffl:  with  than  the  French  and 
Spanifli  and  can  they  f nd  no  other  way  of  procuring  a 
livelihood  in  a commercial  country,  than  by  turning  trai- 
tors to  their  king  and  coimjtry  ? It  would  not  be  a fuficient 
I plea  for  a highv/ayman,  on  his  trial  for  his  crimes,  to  fay, 
that  hJs  poverty  induced  him  to  commit  them. 

I The  fecond  falfehood  contained  in  the  paragraph  of  this 
i petition  I have  mentioned,  is,  that  the  Catholics  have  taken 
j every  oath  of  allegiance  and  fldelity  to  his  Majefly  ; and 
have  given,  and  been  ready  to  give,  every  pledge  which 
j can  be  devifed  for  their  peaceable  demeanour  and  uncon- 
ditional fubmillion  to  the  laws. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  never  yet  taken  the 
following  part  of  the  oath  of  fupremacy  : And  I declare 
that  no  foreign  prince,  prelate,  fate  or  potentate,  hath  or 
ought  to  have,  any  jurirdiflion,  power,  fuperiority,  pre- 
eminence, or  authority,  ecclefiaflical  or  fplritual,  within  this 
realm.”  That  part  of  the  oath  of  alle,giance  preferibed  to  be 
taken  by  Catholics,  and  which  it  appears,  that  very  few  of 
! them  (their  vaunted  numbers  confdered)  have  yet  taken, 
j which  relates  to  the  Pope  and  foreign  princes,  is  as  follows  ; 

A.nd  I do  declare  that  I do  not  believe  that  the  Pope  of 
Rome,  or  any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate,  fate  or  poten- 
tate, hath  or  ought  to  have  any  temporal  or  civil  jurifdi<fli- 
on,  power,  fuperiority,  or  pre-eminence,  dire^lly  or  in- 
directly, within  this  realm.”  By  the  Irilh  ftatutes  of  the 
28th  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  chapter  the  5th,  and  of  the  2d 
of  Elizabeth,  chapter  the  ift,  lavrs  now  exifting  and  unre- 
pealed, the  kings  and  queens  of  this  realm  and  their  fuc- 
celToTS  are  declared  to  be  fupreme  heads  of  the  church  of 
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Ireland  ; and  by  thefe  two  afts,  as  well  as  by  another  {Id- 
Jute  of  the  28th  Henry  the  Eighth,  chapter  13,  the  au- 
thority and  jurifdl^lion,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  before 
that  time  claimed  and  exercifed  by  the  Pope  in  Ireland,  are 
utterly  aboliflied.  And  by  the  laft  ftatute  it  is  cnadted, 
that  if  any  perfon  fliall,  by  writing  or  ad,  maintain  the  au- 
thority of  the  bifhops  of  Rome,  heretofore  ufed  in  thii 
kingdom,  he  fliall  incur  the  penalty  ofpremunire. 

It  is  very  notorious,  that  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ac- 
knowledge the  authority,  pre-eminence  and  jurifuidion 
of  the  bifnop  of  Rome  in  fpirltuals,  within  this  kingdom  j 
they  have  always  refufed,  and  ftill  refufe,  to  take  the  oath , 
of  fupremacy,  acknowledging  the  King  to  be  the  fupreme 
head  of  the  church  of  IreUftd  ; they  not  only  refufe  to  ac- 
knowledge his  Majedy,  as  the  fupreme  governor,  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  within  his  dominionsj  but  declare  that  ano- 
ther prince  has  the  fpiritual  pre-eminence,  jurifdidion,  and 
authority,  within  and  throughout  the  Britifti  empire ; thus, 
as  far  as  in  them  lies,  robbing  his  Majefty  of  one  of  the 
hriglited:  and  meft  valuable  gem^  in  his  imperial  crown  ; 
^nd  without  enjoying  which,  the  hiftory  of  paft  ages  fhews 
us,  that  he  is  but  half  a king  within  his  own  dominions. 
That  it  is  impoffible  towrefl  animmenfe  degree  of  temporal 
power  and  dominion  from  the  perfon  who  is  acknowledged 
fo  poiTefs  the  fiipreme  fpiritual  power,  the  experience  of  all 
antiquity  fiiews.  In  truth,  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  (except  in 
tVvo  or  three  in  dances,  when  he  claimed  to  be  lord  para- 
mount of  certain  kingdoms  which  he  alledged  to  be  holden 
as  temporal  fees  from  the  temporal  patrimony  of  St.  Peter, 
tuch  as  Naples,  and  England,  in  the  time  of  King  John) 
never  chimed  any  temporal  authority  in  any  kingdom  in 
Chridendom,  fave  as  it  was  infeparably  annexed  to,  and 
cbnncdled  with,  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  power.  That  the 
claim  of  the  Pope  to  fpiritual  authority  within  the  realm, 
iappcric::  uneqaivocal'y  by  all  the  Catholics  of  IrclarW, 

invefts 
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jnvefts  him,  ipfo  faBoy  with  a vaft  portion  of  temporal 
power,  can  be  proved  to  demonftration  by  numberlefs 
inftances.  I fliall  juft  mention  one  : on  the  lawfulnefs  of 
matrimony,  depends  almoft  entirely  the  fucceffion  to  all 
temporal  property,  whether  real  or  perfonal.  ■ Matrimony 
by  the  Catholics  is  held  a facrament,  its  validity  is  entirely 
of  fpiritual  jurifdidlion  ; if  the  Pope  then,  as  Catholics 
hold,  has  the  fupreme  and  final  jurifdiftion  in  this  par- 
ticular, fee  what  temporal  power  he  muft  derive  from  it ; 
he  muft  in  all  cafes  decide,  whether  a perfon  claiming  un- 
der his  father  or  his  mother,  is  entitled  to  the  fuccefiion 
to  their  real  or  perfonal  property,  becaufe  fuch  decifion 
will  depend  on  the  validity  of  their  marriage  ; he  muft 
decide,  whether  a party  has  or  has  not  a right  to  intermarry 
with  another,  or  whether  a party  is  barred  from  that  right 
by  confanguinity,  affinity,  pre-contrad  or  former  marriage  j 
he  muft  finally  decide  on  maintenance,  alimony,  or  whether 
a man  is,  or  is  not,  to  pay  the  debts  of  a woman  who 
claims  to  be  his  wife ; with  a thoufand  other  temporal  inci- 
dents. Oblerve  what  opinion  the  parliament  of  this  coun- 
try, juft  efcaping  from  the  fangs  of  the  Pope^s  ufurped 
authority,  entertained  of  the  temporal  eftefls  of  the  fpiritU’. 
al  jurifdi(ftion  of  the  Pope,  exercifed  in  the  cafe  of  matri- 
iDony  alone. 

In  an  Irilh  ftatute  en3(fted  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  entitled,  « an  aift  for  marriages,’^  are  the 
following  palTages  ; « Whereas  heretofore  the  ufurped 

power  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome  hath  always  entangled  and 
troubled  the  mere  jurifdi£lion  and  regal  power  of  this  land 
of  Ireland,  and  alfo  inquieted  much  the  fubjedls  of  the  fame 
by  his  ufurped  power  in  them,  as  by  making  that  unlawful, 
which  by  God’s  word  is  lawful,  both  in  marriages  and  other 
things,  whereof,  fome  fparkles  be  left,  which  hereafter 
might  kindle  a great  fire,”  The  ftatute  then  proceeds, 

“ that 
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tKat  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  court  of  Rome  to  divorce 
parties  who  had  been  long  married  and  had  ifTue,  on  the 
pretence  of  pre-contrafls  without  confummation,  and  of 
kindred  between  coufins-german,  and  fo  to  fourth  and  fifth 
degrees,  and  of  carnal  knowledge  of  any  of  the  fame  kinne 
Or  affinity  before,  in  fuch  outward  degrees,  to  procure 
money  for  difpenfations  : whereby  not  only  much  difcord 
between  lawful- married  perfons  hath  arifen,  much  debate 
, and  fult  at  law,  with  wrongful  vexation  : and  great  damage 
of  the  innocent  parties  hath  been  procured,  and  many  juft 
marriages  in  doubt  and  danger  of  undoing,  and  alfo  many 
times  undone,  and  lawful  heirs  difinherited,  and  marriages- 
have  been  brought  to  fuch  an  uncertainty  thereby,  that 
no  marriage  could  be  fo  hire  knit  and  bounden,  but  it 
fhould  lie  in  either  of  the  party’s  power  to  defeat  the 
fame  ” ' 

The  Catholics  of  this  country,  under  this  pretended 
fpiritual  power  of  the  pope,  in  defiance  of  the  ftatutes  of 
Elizabeth,  and  William  the  Third,  againft  all  Catholics 
who  ffiould  attempt  to  exercife  any  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidfion 
within  this  realm,  have' endeavoured,  in  the  point  of  mar- 
riage, to  eftablifh  and  exercife  here,  all  this  reprobated 
jurifdiftion  of  the  pope.  It  is  a very  fhort  time  fince  I 
was  confulted  as  an  advocate,  by  a very  humane  and  worthy 
baronet,  reprefentative  in  this  parliament  of  a large  and 
populous  county,  for  my  advice,  in  what  method  he  fhould 
proceed  to  procure  a remedy  for  an  injured  female,  on  the 
following  cafe  : Two  tenants  of  the  baronet  agreed  to  inter- 
marry, they  lived  in  the  next  parilh  to  that  in  which  the 
baronet  refided,  and  being  both  Catholics,  they  were  marri- 
ed at  the  baronet’s  requeft  in  his  pariffi,  and  by  the  prieft 
cf  his^pariih,  and  not  by  the  prieft  of  the  parifh  in  which 
they  reiided  ; after  they  had  cohabited  feme  time  together, 
they  were^cited  by  the  Catholic  vicar-general  of  the  diocefe 
of  Tuam,  to  appear  before  him,  and  he  declared  their 

marriage 
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marriage  to  be  null  and  void,  on  the  fingle  ground  of  their 
having  been  married  by  the  parifli  prieft  of  the  neighbouring 
parlfh,  and  not  by  the  prieft  of  their  own|>ari{h  j the  vicar- 
general  allcdging,  that  all  marriages,  celebrated  by  any 
other  perfon  than  the  prieft  of  the  parifh,  in  which  the 
parties  lived,  without  a fpecial  difpenlation  for  the  purpofcj 
was  a clandeftine  marriage,  and  that  all  clahdeftine  marria-, 
ges  were  decreed  void  by  the  council  of  Trent, 

Will  any  reafonablc  man  alTerf,  that  the  exercife  of  fuch 
a fpiritual  power  will  not  direcflly  affect  and  invade  the 
temporal  rights  of  the  fubje^f,  in  his  dcareft  and  neareft 
intereft  ? I omit  further  inftances  of  the  infeparability  of 
fpiritual  power  from  temporal,  though  a thoufand  could 
be  given  ; and  I refer  any  man,  who  has  a mind  further  to 
inveftigate  this  fubjccTl:,  and  to  convince  himfelf^  that  the 
perfon  armed  with  the  whole  fpiritual  power  in  any  flate, 
will  neceffarily  have  a vaft  temporal  power  annexed  to  it, 
and  infeparable  from  it^  to  I)r.  Warburton’s  treatife,  The 
Alliance. 

From  what  I have  faid,  I think,  I have  made  it  pi’ctiy 
clear,  that  as  long  as  the  Catholics  refufe  to  take  the  oath 
of  fupremacy,  and  perfift  in  futh  refufal ; and  whilft  they 
deny  and  impugn  that  fupremacy,  and  maintain  the  fupre- 
macy  in  fpirituals  of  a foreign  potentate,  it  is  an  impudent 
untruth  to  alTert,  that  they  have  taken  every  oath  of  allegi- 
ance and  fidelity  to  the  king ; every  pledge  which  can  be 
devifed  for  their  peaceable  demeanour,  and  unconditional 
fubmiilion  to  the  lav/s.  And  I fubmit  it  to  this  houle,  that 
I have  clearly  fhewn,  that  the  two  foundations  on  which 
they  build  their  whole  merits  in  this  petition,  are  fallacious, 
unfubftantial,  and  rotten ; and  that  confequently,  the  whole 
fuperftru£lurc  mull  fall  to  the  ground. 

The 
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The  next  three  paragraphs  in  this  petition  ftate,  that  Ca- 
tholics are  excluded  from  every  office  of  truft  or  emolu- 
ment, civil  or  military,  from  all  offices  in  corporations  ; 
and  that  the  law  forbids  them  to  found  or  endow  any  uni- 
vcrlity,  college  or  fchool  for  the  education  of  their  children. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  condition  of  the  Catholics  in 
this  kingdom,  is  the  very  fame  with  the  condition  of  ail 
diffienters  from  the  eftabliflied  church  in  England,  in  al!  the 
above  particulars,  except  that  the  Engliffi  Proteftants  Diffien- 
ters  may  found  fchools  ; and  that  it  is  highly  unreafonable 
in  the  Irifh  Catholics  to  expecl,  that  the  exiting  laws  here 
fliGuld  be  changed  in  thofe  particulars^  till  the  Englilh 
nation  fhall  think  fit  to  repeal  the  teO:  and  corporation  adls, 
and  admit  Catholics  to  all  employments  of  truft  and  profit, 
civil  and  military  *,  Into  all  their  corporate  bodies  ; and 
permit  them  to  found  and  endow  univerfities,  colleges  and 
fchools,  for  the  home  manufa<5lure  of  Romifh  priefls  ; a 
meafure  which  I will  venture  to  affirm,  no  Engliffi  minifter 
will  prefume  to  attempt.  But  it  is  here  to  be  obferved, 
that  if  the  Iriffi  law,  v hich  excludes  Catholics  from  all  mi- 
litary employments,  was  to  be  repe^Jed,  they  could  reap  no 
advantage  from  it  ; for  the  fleet  is  entirely  B'ritiffi,  and  the 
employments  in  it  are  difpofed  of  to  fuch  perfons  only  as 
are  qualified  to  take  them  by  the  Engliffi  laws,  which  ex- 
clude Catholics.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  employ- 
aments  in  the  army,  for  they  are  difpofed  of  by  the  king, 
and  the  whole  army  is  Britiffi  *,  though  part  of  it,  whilfl 
employed  in  this  country,  is  paid  by  this  country,  and  is, 
therefore,  faid  to  be  on  the  Irifli  efiabliffiment.  If  the 
King  fliould  confer  military  commiffions,  in  fi\ch  part  of 
his  army  as  is  on  the  Inffi  efiabliffiment,  on  Catholics,  he 
would  acl  in  direct  violation  of  the  Engliffi  laws  ; which  we 
may  refl  afliired  his  prefent  Majefiy  never  will.  And  if  the 
a£ts  which  exclude  Catholics  from  military  employments 
were  repealed  in  Ireland,  and  Catholics  appointed  to  fuch 

employments^ 
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GmploymentSj  the  moment  any  regiment  on  the  Irifli  eftab- 
hH^ment  fhould  be  ordered  out  of  the  kingdom,  all  com- 
milBons  of  Catholics  ferving  therein,  would  be  null  and 
void.  This  exclufion  of  Catholics  from  all  places  of  trull 
pr  emolument,  civil  or  military,  is  thus  with  peculiar 
modefty  der<;ribed  in.  the  petition  : “ A profeription  which 
dilr^gards  capp.city  or  merit,  admits  of  neither  qualificati- 
‘Vpn  or  degree,  and  refls  as  an  univerfal  ftigma  ofdiftruft 
“ upon  the  whole  body  of  Catholics.”  Is  npt  this  moll 
decent  language  for  petitioners  ? They  infert  in  their  peti- 
tion, the  bittereft  invedive  againft  the  general  policy  of  the 
^Iritilh  conditution ; and  to  miflead  the  ignorant  of  their 
perfualion,  they  reprefent  themfelves  as  being  folely  affedled 
by  the  exclufion,  though  it  extends,  in  general,  to  all 
^ilTenters  from  the  eftablilhed  church  : and  I am  bold  to  fay, 
as  no  clafs  of  diflenters  amongft  hfs  Majefty^s  fubjefls, 
except  the  Roman  Catholics,  deny  the  King’s  fupremacy, 
ip  fpirituals,  fo  far  as  to  vefi:  it  in  a foreign  potentate  5 that 
they,  more  particularly  than  any  other  clafs  of  diflenters, 
fliould  be  the  objedls  of  diftrufl:  to  the  government,  and 
excluded  from  all  places  of  trufl:  or  profit,  civil  or  military, 
as  they  acknowledge  two  fovereigns,  and  divide  their  al- 
legiance betwen  two  mailers,  by  a fort  of  ideal  boundary,  in 
its  own  nature  incapable  of  being  defined. 

The  next  obfervation,  in  their  petition,  is  a rank  mjf. 
reprefentation,  to  wit,  “ That  their  exclufion  from  corpe- 
rations  gives  an  advantage  over  Catholics,"  to  the  mern- 
« bers  of  them,  who  thereby  eflablilh  through  the  kingduin 
a fpecies  of  qualified  monopoly,  uniformly  operating  in 
the  disfavour  of  Catholics,  contrary  to  the  Ipirit  and 
<<  highly  detrimental  to  the  freedom  of  trade  ” By  this 
mifreprefentation,  the  Catholics  endeavour  to  induce  his 
Majefty  to  believe,  that  it  is  unjufl,  impolitic,  and  dciri- 
mental  to  trade,  to  permit  any  corporation  to  continue 
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within  this  kingdom,  and  that  they  (hould  be,  .therefore^ 
all  diiTolved  and  abolifhed,  or  that  they  fliould  be  opened, 
that  is,  (confidering  their  numbers)  lurrendered  into  the 
hands  of  the  Catholics.”  Thefe  two  fchemes,  refpefting 
corporations,  are  the  favourite  plans  of  the  prefent  fet  of 
reformers  of  the  conftitution  ; a kind  of  levelling  inde- 
pendent, republican,  deiftical  fa£lion  ; whofe  apoftles  are, 
Paine,  Price,  and  Prieflley.  The  members  of  corporations 
being  all  Froteftants,  and  returning  Frotef^nt  members  to 
Parliament,  certainly  form  a flrong  barrier  againft  the  pro* 
jecled  invalion  of  the  Catholics  ; and  corporations  thus 
modelled,  are  the  bulwarks  of  the  Proteftant  conftitution  of 
this  country:  forty  boroughs  were  created  in  the  reign  of 
James  the  Firft,  when  the  crown  had  a right  by  its  patents 
to  create  boroughs,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  throwing  the 
* balance  into  the  fcale  of  the  Proteftants  in  parliament  ; 
t7hich  meafure  was  moft  violently  oppofed  by  the  Catholics 
of  that  age  ; and  we  ought  to  guard  our  boroughs,  with  a 
vigilance  and  activity,  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the 
exertions  of  the  united  factions  of  levellers  and  Catholics, 
either  to  deftroy,  or  engrofs  them.  But  it  is  utterly  un- 
true, that  the  members  of  any  corporation  in  this  kingdorq 
derive  any  advantage  in  trade  over  others  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  it  ; this  falfehood  was  ftuffed  into  the  petition,  to 
aggravate  the  bead-roll  of  pretended  grievances  of  Catho- 
lics. What  advantage  in  trade  have  the  members  of  the 
corporations  cf  Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Cork,  over  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  thofe  cities  ? When  Paine,  Prieflely, 
and  Price,  lirft  publifhed  their  feditious  trafh,  reflecting  on 
the  conftitution  efcabliflied,  on  the  fcore  of  unequal  repre- 
lentation  of  the  people  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  in- 
-n-anced  Manchefter  and  Birmingham  as  having  no  reprefen- 
tives  in  Parliament,  whilfl;  towns  of  little  or  no  note  returned 
reprefentatives  i the  v-ealthy  traders,  both  of  Manchefter 
and  Birmingham,  reprobated  the  idea  of  their  being  con- 
verted 
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verted  into  corporate  towns  *,  juftly  dreading  evil  confequen- 
ces  to  their  induftry  and  trade,  from  riots,  drunkennefs, 
and  diliipation,  attending  the  canvafling  for  votes,  and  the 
elections  of  reprefentatives  in  parliament.  Thefe  great  and 
opulent  towns  find  no  advantages  in  trade  from  their  not 
being  corporate  tov/ns,  and  from  their  not  enjoying  the  ex- 
penfive  franchifes  of  corporate  bodies,  nor  have  the  Cath- 
olics of  Ireland  any  caufe  whatever  to  complain  on  a fimilar 
account. 

Another  grievance  the  Catholics  complain  of  in  their  pe- 
tition, that  they  are  interdi<Sled  from  obtaining  degrees  in 
the  univerfity  of  Dublin  (if  they  are  ferious  in  confidering 
it  a grievance,  which  I muft  doubt)  is  what  I hope  I fhall 
never  fee  redrefled  ; Catholics  have  a right,  as  the  law  now 
fiands,  to  fet  up  and  efuablilh  fchoois  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  education  of  their  youth  ; let  that  con- 
tent them,  and  let  them  not  expe^Tt  to  obtrude  themfelves 
into  a participation  of  the  emoluments  of  an  univerfity, 
founded,  and  partly  endowed  by  Elizabeth,  the  great  pa- 
tronefs  of  the  reformed  religion,  and  whofe  endowments 
Iiave  been  augmented  by  our  fuccefilve  monarchs,  for  the 
foie  purppfe  of  planting  in  this  kingdom  a learned  Protef* 
tant  colony,  for  the  education  of  a pious  minifiry,  and  the 
fupply  of  mifiionaries  to  reclaim  the  bigotted  and  ignorant 
natives  from  the  errors  of  Popery.  God  forbid,  that  I 
fhould  ever  fee  the  pious  intentions  of  the  royal  founders 
frufirated,  by  the  cenverfion  of  this  feminary,  and  its  reve- 
nues, to  the -fupport  and  encouragement  of  Popery,  or  its 
hallowed  walls  made  the  refidence  of  fuperfiition  and  trea- 
fon  *,  if,  however,  it  fhall  be  determined  by  our  rulers  that 
our  univerfity  fhall  be  opened  to  the  Catholics,  let  the  Bri- 
tifh  minillry  lead  the  way,  and  firfi:  procure  an  afl  of  par- 
liament in  England,  for  opening  the  Englifh  univerfities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  to  Catholics,  from  attaining  any 

degree. 


/ 


3^9  CoHcctanca  i 

degree  !n  wLicU  Catholics  are  barred  by  Englifli  afls  of  | 
Parliament,  and  then,  perhaps,  the  bitter  potion  of  con-  [ 
fcrring  academical  degrees,  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  on  ! 
Catholics,  may  be  more  readily  fwallowed  by  the  infatuated, 
betrayed,  and  deferted  Proteftants  of  this  country.  It  15 
here  neceflary  to  remark,  that  Catholics  are  not  interdicted  ^ 
from  obtaining  degrees  in  the  univerllty  of  Dublin,  by  th,e 
charter  and  ftatutesof  that  univerfity  only  ; but  by  the  Irifii 
a^t  of  the  2d  of  Eliz.  chap.  i.  fee.  20,  which,  though  en- 
acted before  the  foundation  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  yet, 
by  fpccial  words,  extends  to  all  univerfities,  which  (hould, 
after  the  date  of  that  aft,  be  founded  or  eftabliflied  in  this 
kingdom. 

The  next  paragraph  of  the  petition  relates  to  the  laws, 
which  reftrain  papifts  from  carrying  arms  ; laws  certainly  r 
very  nccelTary  when  they  were  enafied,  and,  from  recent 
experience,  very  proper  to  be  now  rigoroufly  enforced.  - 
Exclufive  of  the  direft  falfity  of  part  of  this  palFage,  no 
paragraph  ever  teemed  with  grofier  mifreprerentation  and 
fraud  5 if  fupprefiaoii  of,  the  neceflity  of  enacting  them,  of 
all  circumftances  of  mitigation  and  exception  in  the  laws  ' 

themfelves,  and  of  their  duration,  execution,  and  efi;efl:s, 
are  to  be  confidered  as  mifreprefentation  and  fraud. 

Firfl,  the  petition  fiates,  that  Catholics  are  totally  pro- 
hibited from  keeping,  orufing  weapons  for  the  defen<'e  of 
their  houfes,  families,  and  perfons,  whereby  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  violence  of  burglary,  robbery,  or  afiainnation; 
this  is  at  once  a fupprelEon  of  truth,  and  a fuggefiion  of 
falfehood  ; they  fupprels  the  truth,  that  all  the  fiatutes 
cnaffed  to  prevent  Catholics  from  keeping  arms  in  this 
kingdom,  give  a power  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council  to  licence  any  Catholic  they  may  think  fit,  to  keep 
and  carry  arms  5 and  that  no  Catholic  nobleman,  gcntle- 

manj 
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man,  or  even  farmers  of  refpedlable  charader  s,  have  ever 
been  refufed  fuch  licences,  when  they  have  properly  applied 
for  them  *,  and  that  fuch  licence  is  to  be  granted  w ithout 
any  gratuity,  fee,  or  reward,  fave  one  fhflling  for  the 
writing  thereof;  and  they  fuggeft  a falfehood  in  ftatlng, 
that  they  arc  totally  prohibited  from  keeping  or  ufing  wea- 
-pons.  Next,  in  mentioning  the  ftatute  enafted  for  the 
fuppreflion  of  a dangerous  Catholic  banditti,  called  white* 
boys,  in  the  15th  and  1 6th  years  of  his  prefent  Majeily^s 
reign,  who  ravaged  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  by  inter- 
valsj  for  feveral  years  ; exerciling  the  moll  unheard-of 
cruelties  on  the  peaceable  and  unoffending  Proteflant  in- 
habitants : they  flate,  that  every  Catholic  of  whatever  de- 
gree, peer  or  peafant,  is  compellable  by  any  magifirate  to 
come  forward,  and  convift  himfelf,  of  keeping  arms  for 
his  defence  ; or,  if  he  refufes  fo  to  convidl  himfelf,  he  may 
not  only  incur  fine  andimprifonment,  but  th^  vile  and  igno- 
minious punifhment  of  pillory  and  whipping,  In  this  para- 
graph alfo,  the  fupprefiion  of  truth,  and  fuggelVion  of 
falfehood,  are  very  notorious  and  remarkable  : firft,  all 
Catholics  are  not  fubjeft  to  the  provifions  of  this  a£t,  but 
fuch  only  as  are  not  duly  licenced  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Privy  Council,  to  keep  or  carry  arms  : fecondly,  the 
afl  provides,  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  convidled,  or  incur 
any  penalty,  for  any  offence,  upon  any  confeflion  or  di(^ 
<<  covery  he  or  fhe  fhall  make,  on  being  examined,  on  oath, 
before  a magidrate,  nor  (half  any  fuch  examination  be 
given  in  evidence  againfl:  the  perfon  fo  examined,  urilefs 
**  fuch  perfon  fhall  be  indi£led  for  having  committed  wilful 
perjury  on  fuch  examination.”  From  hence  it  appears  to 
be  utterly  untrue,  that  any  Catholic  is  compellable  by  any 
magiftrate,  to  come  forward,  and  by  his  own  confeffion 
convidl  himfelf  of  any  offence,  or  that  he  can  incur  any 
penalty  for  an  offence  difclofed  by  fuch  confeflion.  Thirdly, 
as  the  petition  is  worded,  it  is  inlinuatcd,  that  a perfon  re- 

fufin 
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fufing  to  appear  before  a maglfiirate,  and  to  be  examined 
as  direfled  by  the  a<^\,  may  incur  the  punilhment  of  fine 
and  imprifonment,  and,  alfo,  that  of  pillory  and  whipping*, 
and  on  this  part  of  the  acl  the  petition  makes  a mod  pathetic, 
and  at  the  fame  time  an  inflammatory  remark,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exciting  the  refentment  of  their  feed  ; but  no  Catho- 
lic, as  the  aft  is  worded,  can  be  punifhed  at  all,  for  reful- 
ing  to  appear  before  a maglftrate,  and  be  examined  accord- 
ing to  the  afl,  provided  he  has  obtained  a licence  for  keep- 
ing and  carrying  arms,  nor  can  he  be  punifhed  in  any  man- 
ner, unlefs  he  fliall  be  indifled,  tried,  and  convidled  for 
fuch  refufal,  nor  can  the  punifhments  of  fine  and  imprifon- 
ment, and,  alfo,  whipping  and  pillory,  be  inflifled  on  the 
fame  perfon,  for  the  fame  offence  ; it  is  left  to  the  diferetion 
of  the  judge,  who  tries  the  offender,  if  he  (hall  be  found 
guilty,  to  infli(d  the  punifhment  either  of  fine  or  imprifon- 
ment, or  that  of  pillory  and  whipping.  And  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  when  a ftatute  gives  fuch  a diferetion,  the 
punifliment  of  pillory  or  whipping  was  never  infli£led  on 
any  malefaffors,  bat  on  thofe  of  the  ioweft  and  meaned 
degree,  as  were  indeed  the  generality  of  white-boys  j for 
the  fupprellion  of  whom  this  flat  ate  was  enacted.  The 
affertion,  therefore,  that  all  Catholics,  peers  or  peafants, 
may,  by  the  operation  of  this  a£t,  be  fabjefted  to  the  igno- 
minious punifhment  of  pillpry  and  whipping,  is  a mifrepre- 
fentation*  The  petition,  alfo,  fuppreffes  mofl  fraudulently, 
the  laft  claufe  of  this  fl:atute>  which  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing : — “ And  'whereas  it  is  intended  that  this  law  fliall  be 
« in  force  no  longer  than  public  neceflity  (hall  require  *, 
be  it  further  enafted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  this 
“ a(fl  fhall  continue  in  force  to  the  24th  day  of  June,  177^5 
« and  no  longer.”  This  ftatute,  it  is  true,  has  been  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time,  becaufe  the  diforders,  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  which  it  was  enaifled,  have  continued  from  time 
to  time  j nay,  fimilar  diforders  are  now  committing  in  the 
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counties  of  Louth,  Monaghan,  Cavan,  Meath,  and  Dub- 
lin, by  a banditti,  all  Catholics,  calling  themfelves  De- 
fenders, with  a malignant  a£livity,  v/hich  has,  as  yet, 
generally  evaded  or  defeated  the  utmoft  exertions  of  the 
{landing  army  to  fupprefs  them.  But  the  Catholic  petition 
has  omitted  to  ilate,  that  this  a£l  will  expire  with  the  next 
feliion  of  parliament,  unlefs  the  outrages  of  their  own  feifl 
Hrall  render  it  necelTary  to  continue  it.  It  will  be  naturally 
fuppofed  by  his  Majefly  and  his  minifters  in  England,  from 
the  tragical  complaints  refpeding  the  incapability  of  Irifh 
Catholics  to  keep  arms,  contained  in  the  petition,  that  the 
Irifh  ftatutes  have,  in  that  particular,  been  rigidly  executed. 
With  what  aflonilhment  then  mull  they  be  flruck,  when 
informed  that  thefe  laws  have  been  feldom  put  in  execution, 
and  then  never  generally,  bat  in  fmall  diftri£ls  of  the  coun- 
try, which  have  been  infelled  by  dangerous  commotions, 
and  infurredlions  of  Catholics!  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  Hiflory 
of  King  William,  pubiifhed  in  the  year  1745,  Bates,  that 
the  acl  of  the  7th  of  King  William,  entitled,  An  a£l  for 
“ the  better  fecuring  the  government  by  difarming  Papifls 
of  v/liich  the  aB  of  the  13th  of  George  the  Second,  for 
difarming  Papifts,  is  an  amendment,  has  been  rarely  exe- 
cuted, except  upon  the  apprehenlion  of  invafion  or  public 
difturbance  ; and  even  then,  with  all  poflible  lenity  and 
moderation:  and  to  prove  that  the  claufes  in  the  a6l  of  the 
15th  and  idth  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  refpedling  the  dif- 
arming  of  Catholics,  have  never  been  carried  into  exfccution, 
except  in  times  of  public  infurredlion  and  difturbance,  and 
then  too,  acnongft  the  meaneft  of  the  people ; and  that  no 
perfon  has  ever  yet  fufFered  the  puuifhment  of  pillory  and 
whipping  urtder  that  aft,  I can  fafely  appeal  to  the  teftimony 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom,  whether  Catholics  or 
Pfoteftants.  That  Catholics,  in  any  degree  fuperior  to  the 
very  lowed  of  the  mob,  never  had  any  apprehenlion,  that 
the  provilions  in  this  aft  were  intended  to  affeft  them,  or 
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ever  would  be  executed  againft  them,  appeared  mofl  manl- 
feftly  during  the  feafon  of  volunteering  in  this  country, 
which  commenced  fubfequent  to  the  paffing  of  that  adl ; the 
Catholics,  not  only  mixed  with  Proteftants  in  moft  of  the 
volunteer  corps  throughout  the  kingdom,  were  regimented, 
carried  arms  publicly,  and  learned  military  taftics  ; but  they 
formed  themfelves  into  large  and  numerous  corps,  well  arm- 
ed, accoutred,  and  inftrucled  in  military  exercife,  and 
marched  and  appeared  in  military  array  on  all  occafions, 
as  other  volunteers.  I faw,  myfelf,  a corps  of  Dublin 
volunteers,  called  the  Ifilh  Brigade,  nineteen  in  twenty  of 
which  were  Catholics,  march  through  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  clofe  to  the  gates  of  the  caftle,  the  refidence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Lieutenant,  along  with  other  volunteers,  to  be  re- 
viewed in  his  Majefty’s  Fhoenix-park.  I had  the  curiofity 
to  count  the  volunteers  on  that  day,  as  it  was  a review  of  all 
the  volunteers  In  the  province  of  Leinfter  ; I ftood  on  Eflex- 
bridge,  and  counted  them  accurately,  and  as  well  as  I now 
recollect,  they  amounted  to  about  two  thoufand  men,  and 
no  more  ; of  which  about  one  third  were  ferviceable  men, 
if  called  to  action  ; of  this  whole  number,  the  Irilh  Brigades 
aamounted  to  fix  hundred,  and  all  the  other  volunteers  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  amounted  to  about  four  hundred  only; 
fo  that  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  then  in  arms,  without  a man 
of  them  having  a licenfe  to  carry  arms  or  having  ever  appli- 
ed for  one,  exceeded  all  the  Proteftant  corps  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  by  about  two  hundred,  and  this  in  the  view,  and, 
as  it  were,  under  the  nofe  of  Government.  Does  not  this 
prove  to  a demonftration,  that  the  better  fort  of  Catholics 
never  imagined  that  the  ftatutc  of  the  15th  and  i6th  of  his 
prefent  Majefty  tended  to,  or  ever  would  be  put  in  execution 
againft  them  ? 

The  next  paragraph  of  the  petition  is  one  continued  mif- 
reprefentation.  It  ftates,  that  the  perfonal  property  of  all 
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Catholics  IS  infecure,  that  the  law  allows  and  encourages  the 
difobedlent  child  to  conform,  and  deprive  the  Catholic  pa- 
rent of  if ; and  that  the  father  does  not,  by  the  furrendcrof 
his  all,  purchafe  his  tepofe,  he  may  be  attacked  by  new  bills, 
H his  future  induftry  be  fuccersful,  and  again  be  plundered, 
by  due  procefs  of  law.  This  mifreprefentation  arifcs,  cither 
from  a mifconftru^lion  of  the  a<5ls  cf  the  2d  of  Anne,  chap. 
6th,  entitled,  An  a£t  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of 
**  Popery;’^  and  of  the  8th  of  Ann.  chap,  the  third,  entitled. 
An  aifl  to  explain  and  amend  the  aforefaid  afl  of  the 
fecond  of  Anne,  and  the  of  the  17th  and  i8th  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  chap.  49  or,  from  the  fcheme  of  fraud 
and  impofition,  fo  unremittingly  purfued  through  the  whole 
performance  ; from  the  notes  annexed,to  the  edition  of  this 
petition,  publifhed  by  the  Catholic  fub-committec,  I am 
convinced  it  did  not  arife  from  ignorance,  but  from  pre- 
meditated defign  of  impofition.  The  two  aforefaid  a^fs  of 
the  2d  and  8th  of  Queen  Anne,  the  firfl  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  Popery,  and  the  other  to  explain  and  amend  the 
firfi,  form  but  one  a£l:  of  parliament  in  effect,  and  are  al- 
ways confidered,  in  law,  as  two  parts  of  one  whole : the  a£t 
of  the  fecond  of  Anne,  in  fedlibn  the  third,  gives  the  con- 
forming child  of  a Popifh  parent,  a right  to  file  a bill  in 
Chancery  againft  the  parent,  Hating  the  degree  and  ability 
of  the  parent,  and  his  or  her  conformity,  and  praying,  that 
the  Chancellor  may  decree  a maintenance  aad  portion  to 
fuch  child  out  of  the  parent’s  effects,  fuitable  to  the  degree 
and  ability  of  fuch  parent : the  portion  which  the  a£l  enab- 
led the  Chancellor  to  decree  on  fuch  bill,  not  to  be  payable 
till  the  death  of  fuch  parent.  Under  the  word  ahility^  this 
z€l  fubjeded  both  the  real  and  perfonal  eftate  of  the  Catho- 
lic parent  to  the  maintenance  and  portion  of  the  conform- 
ing child.  Tbe  aft  of  the  2d  of  Anne,  the  Catholic  pa- 
rents of  that  age,  very  eafily  eluded  by  fictitious  conveyances. 
Judgments,  and  incumbrances  : and  there  was  alfo  fome 
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difficulty  in  determining,  what  the  child  fhould  perform, 
in  refpefl  to  conformity,  in  order  to  intitie  him  to  relief 
under  this  adf : to  remedy  thele  defeats  the  ftatute  of  the 
8th  of  Anne  was  enacted,  giving  the  conforming  child  no 
new  remedy  againft  the  Catholic  parent,  but  it  regulates 
and  fettles  what  the  conforming  child  raufl:  do,  to  entitle 
him  to  tile  a bill  againld  his  parent  for  a maintenance  and 
portion  ; and  it  obliges  the  parent  to  difcover  on  oath,  the 
true  value  of  his  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  over  and  above 
all  fide  incumbrances  ; neither  is  the  Chancellor  en- 
abled by  the  Sth  of  Anne  to  make  any  decree  on  fuch  bill, 
fave  fuch  decree  as  he  was  enabled  to  make  by  the  aft  of  the 
2d  of  Anne;  andheisalfo,  particularly,  reftrained,  during 
the  life  of  the  Catholic  parent,  from  giving  more  to  his 
Proteftant  conforming  child  or  children,  for  fupport  and 
maintenance,  than  one  third  of  the  perfonal  and  real  eftate 
of  the  parent,  and  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  give  a§  much  lefs 
[ as  he,  in  his  difcretion,  might  think  fit.  It  is  admitted, 
that  real  eftates  of  Catholics  are  exempted  from  any  charge 
for  their  conforming  children,  by  the  laws  fome  time  fince 
enabled  in  this  kingdom ; but,  it  is  fiiggefted,  that  their  per- 
fonal eftates  are  ftill  liable,  which  fuggeftion  is  founded  on 
the  following  quibble  : by  the  act  of  the  17th  and  18th  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  it  is  enabled,  That  no  maintenance 
“ or  portion  fhall  be  granted  to  any  child  of  a Popifli  parent, 
upon  a bill  filed  againft  fuch  parent,  purfuant  to  the  aft 
of  the  2d  of  Queen  Anne,  out  of  the  perfonal  property  of 
fuch  Papift,  except  out  of  fuch  leafes  which  Papifts  may 
**  hereafter  take  under  the  powers  granted  in  the  aft  of  the 
17th  and  I Sth  of  his  Majefty  *,  any  thing  contained  in  any 
« aft  or  ftatute  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.’’ 
The  quibble  is  thus;  this  aft  exempts  the  perfonal  eftate  of 
Catholics  from  maintenances  and  portions,  which,  hereto- 
fore, might  have  been  decreed,  on  a bill  filed  under  the  aft 
of  the  2d  of  Anne,  and  not  from  maintenances  and  portions 
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which  may  be  yet  decreed,  cn  a bill  filed  under  the  of 
the  1 8th  of  Anne,  for  it  does  net  at  all  mention  the  8th  of 
Anne;  but,  I truft,  I have  already  flieivn  that  the  bill  givea 
I to  a conforming  child  under  the  2d  of  Anne,  is  the  very 
fanie  bill  given  under  the  8th  of  Anne,  that  both  a£ts  are  to 
be  confidered  as  different  parts  of  one  a(ft  only;  and  that 
if  the  Chancellor  is  prohibited  by  the  17th  and  i8th  of  his 
prefeiiL  Majefty,  from  giving  any  portion  or  maintenance  to 
the  conforming  child  of  a Catholic,  on  a bill  filed  by  fuch 
conforming  child,  purfuant  to  the  2d  of  Anne;  he  is  alfo 
prohibited  from  giving  any  portion  or  maintenance  to  the 
conforming  child,  on  a bill  filed  under  the  8th  of  Anne  ; 
for  both  bills  are  one  and  the  fame  bill,  with  refpefl  to 
their  fcope  and  prayer,  and  the  relief  to  be  given  upon  them. 
It  is  impoflible  to  form  a bill  for  maintenance  and  portion 
under  the  8th  of  Anne,  which  will  not  alfo  be  a bill  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  under  the  2d  of  Anne.  And  the  words  in 
the  recited  claufe  of  the  17th  and  iSth  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefiy,  “ any  thing  contained  in  any  aft  or  ftatute  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding,”  form  a fweeping  claufe,  in- 
cluding the  8th  of  Anne,  and  every  other  fiatute,  if  any 
there  is,  which  could  in  any  manner  ferve  to  countenance 
the  quibble  ; Leafes  for  long  terms  of  years  taken  by  Ca- 
tholics, between  the  year  1778  and  1782,  are  Ifable  yet  to 
maintenance  and  portions  for  conforming  children  ; but  Ca- 
tholics may  eafily  prevent  it,  cither  by  felling  fuch  leafes, 
or  furrendering  them,  and  taking  new  ones  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  terms.  No  inftance  can  be  given  of  any  bill  filed 
in  Chancery  by  a conforming  child  againfi:  a Catholic 
parent^  for  portion  and  maintenance,  fince  the  year  1778  ; 
which  is  a proof,  if  one  was  wanted,  that  no  fuch  bill  is 
maintainable : and  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  may  reft  alTurcd, 
that  they  have  full  power  and  authority,  as  the  laws  now 
{land,  to  ftarve  their  conforming  children,  who  depend  on 
them  for  fupport,  if  any  of  them,  hereafter,  fliall  dare  to 
conform  to  the  Proteftant  religion. 
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The  two  next  paragraphs  ftate,  the  exclufion  of  Catho- 
lics from  grand  juries,  unlefs  there  be  a deficiency  of  Pro- 
teftants  ; and  from  petit  juries  in  fome  cafes  *,  and  the  con- 
fequences,  deduced  in  the  petition,  of  this  exclufion,  form 
mafs  of  exaggerated  mifreprefentations  and  falfehoods. 
Of  their  exclufion  from  grand  juries,  they  ftate  the  follow- 
ing hardfliips  as  the  confequences  : 

Firfi,  That  they  are  deprived  of  that  humane  and  equi- 
table principle  of  the  law,  which  fays,  that  no  man  fhall  be 
convicted  of  any  capital  offence,  unlefs  by  the  concurring 
verdicts  of  two  juries  of  his  neighbours  and  equals. 

Secondly,  That  they  are  thereby  deprived  of  the  great 
palladium  or  the  conftitution,  trial  by  their  peers. 

And,  thirdly,  That  it  is  manifeft  injuftice,  to  have  their 
property  taxed  in  affeffoients,  by  a body  from’ which  they 
are  formally  excluded. 

As  to  the  firfi:  fuggefied  hardfhip,  it  is  a falfehood. 
There  is  no  principle  of  the  law  which  fays,  that  no  man 
(hall  be  convicted  of  any  capital  offence,  unlefs  by  the  con- 
curring verdi£ts  of  two  juries  of  his  neighbours  and  equals  ; 
the  verdict  of  one  jury  of.  twelve  men,  will  convi£t  or  acquit 
any  perfon  who  is  tried  before  them  for  a capital  crime  ; and 
neither  Catholic  or  Froteftant  commoner,  can  be  convicted 
of  any  crime,  capital  or  otherwife,  except  by  the  verdidt  of 
twelve  men,  his  neighbours  and  equals,  (that  is,  twelve 
commoners,  his  peers,)  given  upon  his  trial.  This  faife- 
hood,  I fiippofe,*  they  v/iil  attempt  to  fupport  by  a paffagc 
in  Blackftone’s  Commentaries,  mif-fiated  by  them,  and  per- 
haps mifanderftood,  which  is  as  follows  : “ That  no  maa 
can  be  convicted  at  the  fuit  of  the  King,  of  any  capital 
offence,  unlefs  by  the  unanimous  voice,  (not  verdict)  of 
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twenty^four  of  his  equals,  and  neighbours  ; that  is,  by 
“ twelve,  at  leaft,.  of  the  grand  -ury,  in  the  firft  place,  af^ 
renting  to  the  accufatlon,  and  afterv/ards,  by  the  whole 
petit  jury  of  twelve  more,  finding  hiin  guilty  on  his  trial.** 
And  in  the  preceding  page,  the  faoie  author  flares,  ‘‘That 
“ the  grand  jury  are  only  to  hear  evidence  on  behalf  of  the 
“ profecution  ; for  finding  an  indl6l:nent,  is  only  in  the  na- 
ture  of  an  enquiry  or  ae'eufation,  which  is  afterwards  to 
be  tried  and  determined  *,  and  the  grand  jury  are  only  to 
“ enquire,  upon  their  oaths,  whether  there  be  fufficient 
“ caufe  to  call  upon  the  party  to  anfwer  it.**  Thus  it  is 
evident,  that  a grand  jury  tries  no  man,  and  gives  up  verdi<n:. 
Catholics  have  the  fame  advantage  as  Protellants  of  that 
maxim  of  law,  that  no  man  can  be  convicted  of  any  capital 
offence,  except  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  twenty-four  of 
his  neighbours  and  peers ; that  is,  by  the  affent  of  twelve 
grand  jurors,  all  commoners,  to  the  propriety  of  putting 
the  indictment  or  the  accufatlon  into  a way  of  trial,  and  to 
the  determination  of  his  guilt,  by  twelve  petit  jurors,  all 
commoners  alfo,  and  his  peers,  on  their  oaths  on  the  trial, 
which  is  called  a verdict  ; and  no  Catholic  can  be  found 
guilty  of  any  capital  offence,  except  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  twenty-four  of  his  neighbours  and  peers. 

The  fecond  hardfhip  complained  of,  by  the  exclafion  of 
Catholics  from  grand  juries,  is  alfo  a notorious  falfehood, 
viz.  that  Catholics  are  deprived  thereby  of  a trial  by  their 
peers,  for  a grand  jury  tries  no  man,  but  only  puts  him  upon 
his  trial,  and  Catholics,  as  well  as  Proteftants,  can  be  only 
tried  by  their  peers  ; unlefs  the  ridiculous  affertlon  ihall  be 
maintained,  that  Protehant  and  Catholic  commoners  are 
not  peers  to  each  other,  in  the  legal  fenfe  of  the  word 
Peers  j and  Catholics  may  ferve  indifferently  with  Protef- 
tants, in  all  petit  juries,  for  the  trial  of  all  offences,  whether 
capital  or  otherwife,  except  offences  under  the  Popery  laws, 
Bh  2 luck 
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fuels  aseislifting  men  for  foreign  fervice,  &c.  in  which  cafe?, 
it  would  be  the  higheft  abfurdity  to  fuffer' Catholics  to  ferve 
©n  petit  juries,  to  try  perfons  for  crimes,  of  which  they 
themfelves  are  daily  guilty. 

The  third  hard  (hi  p deduced  by  the  petition  from  the  ex- 
«lufioh  cf  Catholics  from  grand  juries  is,  that  it  is  manifeft 
injufticc  to  have  their  property  taxed  in  alTefTments  by  the 
grand  juries,  from  which  they  are  formally  excluded;  grand 
juries  are  felcfted  from  among  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
the  counties,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  fheriffs ; they  cannot 
exceed  twenty-three  in  niimber,  and  are  not  defied ; they 
are  impovvered  by  law  to  lay  affcATments  on  the  landholders 
of  the  counties,  for  county  purpofes;  all  the  landholders 
without  diflindion  are  fubjefl  to  the  payment  of  their  fevc- 
ral  proportions  of  thefe  afTelTments,  which  are  generally  ap- 
portioned by  the  number  of  acres  they  refpeflivdy  occupy  ; 
^he  grand  jurors  themfelves  pay,  as  well  as  others  ; and  all  the 
Proteftants  of  a county  who  are  not  grand  jurors,  have  as 
much  reafon  to  complain  of  thefe  aflTeffments  as  the  Roman 
Catholics. 

The  hardfhip  which  the  Catholics  deduce  from  their  ex- 
clufion,  in  fome  cafes,  from  petit  juries  is,  that  they  arc  in  a 
worfe  condition,  in  their  native  country,  than  aliens,  for 
aliens  may  demand  an  equitable  privilege  denied  to  Catho- 
lics, of  having  half  their  jury  aliens  like  themfelves.  The 
exaggeration  contained  in  this  complaint  is  remarkable » 
they  reprefent  themfelves  in  every  cafe  which  can  come  to 
be  tried  before  a jury,  as  in  a worfe  condition  than  aliens, 
though  they  are  not  excluded  fromferving  on  petit  juries  oa' 
any  civil  cafe,  except  on  trials  of  aflions  between  Proteftants 
and  Catholics ; and  that  too,  provided  they  are  challenged, 
and  the  challenge  proved  ; and  they  well  know  that  fuch 
challenges  arc  very  feldom  made,  nor  are  they  excluded 
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from  ferymg  on  petit  juries  on  the  trial  of  any  criminal 
matter  whatfoever,  except  on  the  trial  of  ojffences  under  the 
Popery  laws  ; in  v/Jiich  cafes,  as  I have  already  obferved,  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  permit  them  to  ferve ; the  complaint 
alfo,  that  they  are  in  a worfe  condition  than  aliens,  becaufe 
queftions  of  property  between  them  and  Proteftants  may, 
perhaps,  be  tried  by  proteftants  only;  (a  regulation  which 
their  own  inveterate  hatred  of  Proteftants,  their  univerfal 
claim  to  all  eftates  in  this  kingdom,  now  enjoyed  by  Protef- 
tants,  as  eftates  of  which  their  anceftors  have  been  unjuftly 
deprived,  and  their  envy  of  the  induftry  and  profpericy  of 
Proteftants,  made  abfolutely  ncceftary)  fhould  open  the  eyes 
of  all  Proteftants  in  this  country,  and  point  out  to  them  the 
guilt  and  fraud  of  the  Catholic  party,  who  are  now  coaxing 
and  Toothing  them  into  a furrender  of  every  thing  that  caa 
give  Proteftants  any  fecurity  for  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  religion,  their  lives,  and  their  eftates,  by  ttiling  them 
in  their  publications,  their  brethren ; when  at  the  fame  time 
their  petition  ftates  that  they  look  upon  themlelves  in  a worfe 
condition  than  aliens,  becaufe  their  claims  of  property,  and 
the  offences  they  may  commit,  are  in  fome  few  cales  of  abfo- 
lute  neceffity  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  to  be  tried  by  Protef- 
tants only ; that  is,  by  thofe  whom  they  have  lately  afieded 
to  ftile  their  brethren. 

I come  now  to  the  laft  complaint  in  the  petition,  to  wit, 
the  incapacity  of  Catholics  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  repre- 
feiitatiyes  in  Parliament ; this  incapacity  they  fet  forth  as  the 
badge  of  unmerited  dllgraceand  ignominy  ; and  as  the  caufe’ 
and  bitter  aggravation  of  all  their  other  calamities,  in  all 
the  prior  parts  of  their  petition  they  deal  in  bold  and  fhame- 
lefsfalfehoods,  in  clumly  groundlefs  aggravation,  in  notori- 
ous mifreprefentatiqn,  fuppreftion  of  truth  and  miferable 
quibbles;  but  on  the  fubje<ft  of  their  incapacity  of  voting, 
they  have  exhaufted  all  their  eloquence,  all  thdr  art,  cunn- 
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ing,  powers  of  deception,  falfehood,  aggravation,  mlfrepre' 
fcntation,  and  all  piteous  and  pathetic  declamation,  which 
lay  within  the  ftores  of  the  whole  fraternity.  They  endea- 
vour to  perfuade  his  majefty,  that  the  deprivation  of  the  elec- 
tive franchife  has  reduced  them  to  the  moft  miferable  ftate, 
it  is  poffible  to  degrade  human  creatures  to;  thatexclulion 
from  the  eleflive  franchife,  fubjecls  them  to  every  evil  and 
misfortune  to  which  human  nature  is  liable.  After  this  la- 
mentable exordiurn,  they  proceed  to  ftate  the  evils  particu- 
larly, to  which  exclulion  from  the  eleflive  franchife  fubjefts 
them. 

Firft,  That  they  are  taxed  where  they  are  not  reprefented 
actually  or  virtually  ; and  hound  by  laws,  in  the  framing  of 
which  they  have  no  power  to  give  or  with  hold  their 
aftent. 


Secondly,  that  it  happens  continually,  and  from  the  ma- 
lignant nature  of  the  law,  of  neoeflity  muft  happen,  that 
multitudes  of  the  Catholic  tenantry  in  divers  counties  in  the 
kingdom  are,  at  the  expiration  of  their  leafes,  expelled  from 
their  tenements  and  farms,  to  make  room  for  proteftant 
freeholders,  to  fupport  the  intereft  of  their  landlord,  and 
that  this  uncertainty  of  pofteflion  of  the  Catholic  tenantry, 
difcourages  induftry  and  cultivation,  and  prevents  the  im- 
provement'of  the  kingdom. 

Thirdly,  that  many  Catholics,  to  preferve  their  families 
from  total  deftrudlion,  and  preferring  perjury  to  famine, 
fubmit  to  a nominal  conformity  againft  their  confcience,  and 
take  oaths  which  they  do  not  believe. 

As  to  the  firft  grievance  fuggefted  to  arlfe  from  the  ex- 
clufion  of  Catholics  from  the  elective  franchife,  that  of  their 
being  taxed  where  they  are  not  reprefented  actually  or  virtu- 
ally ; 
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ally,  and  bound  by  laws,  in  the  framing  of  which  they  can- 
not expycfs  alTent  or  dilTent ; it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  ia 
all  thek  late  publications,  and  in  this  petition,  they  ftate^ 
that  the  Protehants  of  Ireland  amount  to  one^fourth  of  the. 
inhabitants  only,  which  altogether  amount  to  four  millron  ; 
confequently  the  Proteftants,  by  their  ftatement,  amount  to 
one  million.  The  legiflature  of  this  country,  as  well  as  of 
England,  has  thought  fit  to  preferibe  certain  qualifications, 
without  the  pofieflion  oi  which  no  perfon  is  allowed  to  vote 
for  reprefentatives  in  parliament ; and  by  our  conftitution 
the  legiilature  has  an  undoubted  right  fo  to  do.  One 
thefe  q.ualifications,  in  Ireland,  as  to  voters  ia  counties.  is» 
that  every  voter  (hall  have  a freehold  of  the  yearly  value  of 
forty  fhillings  at  the  lead  *,  another,  which  extends  to  all 
voters  whether  in  counties  or  boroughs  is,  that  the  voters 
fliall  be  Proteftaii"  s.  It  is  computed  that  a]!  perfons  who 
enjoy  the  elective  franchife  in  Ireland,  whether  in  counties 
or  boroughs,  do  not  exceed  the  number  of  fixty  thoufand  ; 
fo  that  there  are  in  Ireland,  nine  hundred  and  forty  thouf- 
and Proteftants  who  do  not  enjoy  the  elective  franchife,, 
admitting,  for  arguments  fake,  the  calculations  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, as  to  the  relative  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  thi? 
■kingdom,  to  be  true  ; and  the  number  of  Proteftants  ex- 
cluded from  the  elective  franchife  in  Ireland,  are  to  thofe 
Proteftants  v/ho  enjoy  it,  in  the  proportion  nearly  of  eighteen 
to  one  5 hence,  eighteen  out  of  nineteen  of  the  Prqteftani 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  in  the  felf  fame  condition,  in  ref- 
peift  to  exclufionfro  m.  the  elective  franchife  with  the  Ca- 
tholics ; and  if  the  Catholic  pofition  is  true,  are  not  a£ctully 
©r  virtually  reprefented  in  parliament.  It  muft  be  here 
marked,  that  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  the  whole  com-, 
mons  in  the  realm  have  been  hitherto  fuppofed  to  be,  both; 
actually  and  virtually  reprefented  by  the  houfe  or  Commons, 
though  the  members  of  the  houfe  have  not  for  ages  paft 
been  eleded  by  the  whole  commons  of  the  realm,  but  by 
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comparatively  a fmall  part  only  ; that  Catholics,  by  conform- 
ing and  qualifying  themfelyes  as  the  laws  of  the  ftate  dire^f, 
may  attain  the  ele<5live  franchife,  and  that  all  pcrfons  who 
poflefs  a capability  of  becoming  cledlors,  though  not  actually 
electors,  are  fuppofed  to  be  reprelented  in  parliament,  t 
will  not  here  enter  into  any  further  difquilition  refpeciing 
aflual  cr  virtual  reprefentation,  but  [ will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  in  large  dates,  which  poiTefs  extenlive  territory,  and 
pojJblation,  it  is  utterly  irupradicable  to  extend  the  ele'Stivc 
franchife  to  all  conditions  of  people,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fupport  any  regular  form  of  government ; and  that  the  plan 
of  eledion,  now  adopted  by  the  French  alTaffins,  will,  as 
long  as  it  lads,  be  attended  by  anarchy,  public  ednfufion, 
^nd  calamiiy.  ' ' 

, The  fecond  evil  which  the  petition  dates,  that  Catholics 
endure  by  their  exclufion  from  the  elective  franchile,  and  on 
the  fcore  of  which  they  utter  the  mod  pitiful  exclamations, 
is,  that  fuch  is  the  malignity  ot  this  law  of  excluQon,  that 
from  its  very  nature,  it  is  the  caufe  of  the  expulfion  of  the 
Catho  ic  tenantry  from  their  farms,  of  the  uncertainty  of^ 
their  tenures,  and  the  confequent  defolatfon  of  the  king- 
dom.*' This  is  one  of  the  mod  impudent  falfehoods  that 
ever  was  ad va. iced  in  any  age  or  country;  there  is  fcarce  one 
gentleman  i t this  houfc  acquainted  with  the  internal  date 
of  this  cou  try,  who  does  not  know  it  to  be  a falfehood  ; 
it  being  now  the  almod  uni  verbal  mode  of  letting  lands  in' 
Ireland,  for  the  landlord  to  advertife  his  lands  at  the  expira- 
tion of  a leafe.  to  be  let  to  the  bed  and  highed  bidder,  and 
to  let  them  accordingly,  without*  conlidering  the  religion  of 
the  tenant,  but  merely  his  folvency,  and  the  price  he  offers; 
but  I will  demondrate  it  to  be  a falfehood  from  their  own‘ 
date  of  their  cafe,  and  their  own  reafoning.  The  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  as  they  date,  amount  to  three-fourths  of  the 
yLffiole  inhabitants ; the  Protedant  inhabitants  can,  therefore, 
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amount  only  to  the  one-fourth  j the  Catholics,  wbo  apply 
thcmfelves  to  farming  and  country  bulinefs,  exceed  the  Pro- 
tellants  of  the  fame  clafs  in  a much  greater  proportion  than 
their  relative  numbers  bear,  from  reafons  not  novsr  necelTary 
to  enumerate , fo  that  fuppofing  the  Catholic  calculation  of 
numbers  to  be  true|  the  Catliolic  farmers  mufl  exceed  the 
Proteftants  in  the  proportion  of  at  lea  ft  fix  to  one.  Hence 
ft  is  impoflible  that  the  aflertions  contained  in  the  Catholic 
petition,  refpcding  the  expulfion  of  Catholic  tenantry  ini 
favour  of  Proteftants,  can  be  truh  j becaufe,  if  a Protef- 
tant  landlord  was  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  expel  his  Catho- 
lic tenantry,  and  fubftitute  Proteftants  in  their  room,  it  is 
impoffible  tor  him,  trom  want  of  Proteftants,  to  gratify  fuch 
inclinations;  and  it  is  evident  to  demonftration,  from  the 
ftatement  of  the  Catholics  in  the  petition,  that  fix  parts  in 
fevCi'.  o^'the  kingdom  muft  be  laid  wafte,  and  the  Proteftanc 
landlords  all  ruined,  if  they  fhould  expel  their  Catholic 
tenantry,  in  expectation  ot  procuring  Proteftant  tenants.^ 
Thus  I have  convicted  the  Catholics  of  downright  falfe- 
hood  in  this  particular,  from  their  own  ftatement  in  their 
petition. 

The  third  grievance,  which  the  petition  alledges  to  be  & 
confeguence  of  the  exclufioii  of  Catholics  from  the  eleCtivc 
fra  »chife,  and  for  the  remedy  of  which  they  appeal  with 
the  greareft  energy  to  his  Majefty’s  piety,  clemency,  and 
commiferation,  is,  that  feveral  Catholics,  to  prevent  them- 
felve.s  from  being  expelled  from  their  farms,  and  thereby, 
with  their  families  becoming  the  prey  of  famine,  conform 
to  the  Proteftant  religion  againft  their  confciences,  and 
perjure  themfelves  by  taking  oaths  they  do  not  believe.  I 
Lave  already  (hewn  chat  no  fuch  grievance  as  the  expulfion 
of  Catholics  from  their  farms  in  confequeaceof  ele^lioneer- 
5ng  fehemes  exilts,  or  ever  did  exift,  in  this  kingdom : and  if 
the  ftatement  of  the  Catholics,  contained  in  their  petition, 
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be  true,  it  is  impoffible  It  ceuld,  or  can  exist,  and  therefore 
no  fucli  confequence  can  follow  from  it  as  this  third  pre- 
tended grievance.  I do  indeed  admit,  that  at  all  county 
cledlions  in  this  kingdom,  there  are  to  be  found  Catholics 
wicked  enough  to  perjure  themfelves  "by  fwearing  that  they 
are  net  Catiiolics,  to  enable  themfelves  to  vote  ; and  this 
is  partly  admitted  in  the  writs  of  Edward  Byrne,  after 
mentioned;  but  they  do  this  voluntarily,  and  are  not  in- 
duced by  any  necefEty  or  caufes,  fave  their  depravity,  ava- 
rice, and  perhaps  ambition,  to  do  fo  ; and  I hope  the  elec- 
tion laws  in  this  kingdom  will  be  never  changed  on  account 
of  fuch  wdeked  mifereants,  who  are  a?  ready  to  perjure 
rtiemfelves  on  any  other  account,  if  paid  for  it,  as  on  elec- 
tions ; and  who  have  caufed  the  words  Irifh  evidence’^ 
to  be  echoed  throughout  Great  Britain,  as  terms  of  pro- 
verbial difgrace  to  this  country^ 

The  petition,  after  ftating  a ftrlng  of  grievances,  which 
I have  fhewn  never  had  exigence,  as  proceeding  from  the 
exclulion  of  Catholics  from  the  elective  franchife,  then  pro- 
ceeds to  claim  this  franchife  as  a right,  and  founds  the  claim 
of  right  of  the  Catholics  on  as  bold  untruths  as  any  contain- 
ed in  the  former  part  of  their  petition,  or  rather  bolder  ; 
for  the  principal  falfehood  on  which  the  petitioners  ground 
it,  ftands  refuted  by  the  public  records,  by  acl  of  parlia- 
ment, and  by  hillory ; and  this  falfehood  alfo,  includes  a 
libel  on  the  Proteflant  government  of  this  country  fince  the 
revolution,  as  groundlefs  and  malicious  as  ever  yet  was  pub- 
lifhcd.  The  petition  ftates,  “ That  the  right  of  franchife, 
that  is,  of  elective  franchife,  was  fecured,  at  lead  to  a 
great  part  of  the  Catholic  body,  by  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
« rick,  in  1691,  guaranteed  by  King  William  and  Queen 
« Mary,  and  finally  confirmed  and  ratified  by  parliament  ; 
««  notwithftanding  which,  and  in  direct  breach  of  the  pub- 
lie  faith  of  the  nation,  thus  folemnly  pledged,  for  which 
^ their 
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“ their  anceftors  paid  a valuable  'cenfideration,  In  the  fur- 
“ render  of  their  arms  and  a great  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
‘‘  notwithftanding  the  moft  fcrupulous  adherence  on  the 
part  of  the  Catholics  on  the  terms  of  the  laid  treaty,  and 
their  unremitting  loyalty  from  that  day  to  the  prefent, 

“ the  fald  right  of  eledtive  franchife  was  finally  and  univer- 
Tally  taken  away  from  the  Catholics  of  Iceland,  fo  late  as 
the  firft  year  of  his  Majefty  King  George  the  Second^* 
It  will  not  be  very  difficult  to  expofe  the  notorious  falfe- 
hoods  of  every  part  of  this  paragraph.  The  whole  body  of 
Irifii  Catholics,  after  the  abdication  of  King  James  II.  in 
England,  took  up  arms,  under  the  pretence  of  fupporting 
his  title  to  the  crown  of  Ireland  ; but  in  reality  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  overturning  the  Proteftant  ecclefiaftical  efiaUlifiiment 
in  this  kingdom,  and  fubfiituting  Popery  in  its  ftead  ^ and 
of  feparating  this  country  for  ever  from  England  ; as  all  per- 
sons who  have  read  the  proceedings  of  the  pretended  parlia- 
ment held  in  Dublin,  under  the  authority  of  King  James  ia 
1689,  muft  be  convinced.  The  Proteftants  of  this  kingdom 
took  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  wcjre  fupported  by 
a formidable  army,  fent  from  England  by  King  William,  to 
their  afiiftance  5 after  t\vo  years  of  a bloody  and  deftruiVive 
civil  war,  the  Catholic  forces,  every  where  routed  and 
defeated,  were  driven  into  the  city  of  Limerick,  in  which, 
in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1691,  they  were  clofely  befieged 
by  the  generals  of  King  William,  and  the  Protefiant  army 
under  their  command.  Pent  up  in  this  city,  the  Catholic 
army  was  reduced  to  enter  into  articles  of  capitulation  with 
the  general  of  King  William,  the  Baron  de  Ginckle,  on 
the  third  day  of  O(d:ober,  1 691,  which  capitulation  is  filled, 
the  military  articles  of  Limerick  *,  thefe  military  articles 
relate  folely  to  the  Catholic  regular  armv  and  rapparees,  a 
kind  of  irregular  Catholic  banditti,  then  in  arms  in  the 
counties  of  Limerick,  Cork,  Clare,  and  Kerry,  and  to  the 
garrifon  of  the  town,  of  Sligo,  which  had  furrendered  on 

the 
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the  15th  af  September  preceding.  The  chief  conditions, 
ftipulated  by  thefe  military  articles,  relate  to  the  fafe  tranf- 
portation  into  France  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  of  that 
army,  as  ffiould  choofe  to  embark  for  that  country.  Of  the 
whole  Catholic  army  only  three  principal  officers,  to  wit. 
Brigadier  Clifford,  (an  Engliffiman) ; Colonel  Henry  Lut- 
rell,  and  Colonel  Purcell,  chofe  to  ftay  at  home  *,  together 
with  fome  officers  of  inferior  rank,  and  private  foldiers  5 
the  reft,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  chofe  to 
embark  for  France,  and  were  tranfported  thither  according- 
ly. Sec  Harris’s  Life  of  King  William,  pages  351  and 

352- 

Exclufive  of  this  military  capitulation,  there  was  another 
capitulation  figned  by  the  lords  jufticcs  and  General  Gincklc 
on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  Catholic  gentlemen  of  landed 
property,  amongft  whom  were  Sir  Garret  Dillon,  Sir 
Theobald  Butler,  and  John  Brown,  Efq.  three  Catholic 
lawyers  of  great  eminence,  on  the  other  part.  This  capitu- 
lation is  called,  the  Civil  Articles  of  Limerick ; they  are 
twelve  in  number,  with  a kind  of  poftfeript,  folely  relating  to 
Colonel  John  Brown,  and  the  fir  ft  of  them  only  relates  to 
Roman  Catholics  (not  Catholics)  of  Ireland  in  general,  and 
is  confined  entirely  to  certain  ftipulations  refpedting  the 
exercife  of  their  religion.  The  laft  of  thefe  articles  is  iff  the 
words  following ; “ Laftly,  the  lords  Juftices  and  general 
do  undertake,  that  their  Majefties  will  ratify  thefe  articles 
« within  the  fpace  of  eight  months  or  fooner,  and  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  that  the  fame  (hall  be  ratified  and  con- 
firmed  in  parliament.”  It  is  proper  here  to  obferve,  that 
as  the  King  has  no  power  by  our  cdnftitution,  to  make  laws 
by  his  own  authority  to  bind  his  fubjedts,  laws  refpecling 
internal  government  and  the  regulation  of  his  kingdom, 
muft  be  enadled  by  parliament.  The  King,  his  deputies  or 
generals,  had  no  power  to  contrail:  abfolutely  with  the  Ca- 
. tholics 
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tholics  of  this  kingdom,  his  own  fubjefls,  then  in  aftual 
rebellion  againft  him,  for  any  civil  privileges  or  immunities 
whatfoever,  parliament  alone  has  the  power  of  making  luch 
contracts,  and  it  appears  by  this  i2th  article,  that  the  able 
lawyers  who  conducted  this  capitulation  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholics,  perfedlly  well  iinderflood  the  conftitution  in  this 
point ; and  they  muft  have  alfo  known,  that  every  law  made 
by  parliament,  is  again  revocable  and  repealable  by  parlia- 
ment at  any  time,  v/hen  either  the  lame  parliament,  or  a 
fuccceding  one,  may  think  it  fit  and  expedient  to  repeal  it. 
The  crown  could  not  perform  any  part  of  thefc  civil  articles, 
nor  could  it  contract  to  perform  any  of  them,  except  fuch 
part  of  them  as  related  to  the  releafe  or  reftoration  of  fuch 
eftates  as  were  liable  to  forfeiture,  or  had  been  feized  or  for- 
feited, on  account  of  the  rebellion,  which  became  thereby 
the  property  of  the  crown  ; and  fo  far,  and  no  farther, 
could  the  crown  ratify  the  civil  articles  of  Limerick,  or 
guarantee  them  in  any  manner.  The  Catholic  army,  as  to 
the  reft  of  the  civil  articles,  furrcndcred  cxprefsly  on  the 
condition,  that  the  crown  Ihould  ufe  its  utmoft  influence 
to  prevail  on  the  parliament  to  ratify  them ; fuch  engage- 
ment the  crown  fulfilled  with  the  utmoft  good  faith : and 
if  the  crown,  after  exerting  its  utmoft  influence  with  parlia- 
ment for  the  purpofe,  was  unable  to  prevail  on  the  parlia- 
ment to  ratify  thefe  civil  articles  in  their  full  extent,  as  was 
the  cafe,  the  capitulation  of  Limerick  was  in  no  wife  infring- 
ed ; the  crown  and  the  rebel  army  in  Limerick  having  only 
contrafted,  that  as  much  of  thefc  articles  as  could  be  per- 
formed by  the  crown,  and  as  much  as  fhould  be  afterwards 
ratified  by  parliament,  fhould  be  carried  into  execution. 

There  is  not  one  of  thefe  civil  articles  of  Limerlek  which 
fecurcs  the  enjoyment  of  the  cle£tive  franchile  to  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland,  or  to  any  part  of  them,  or  recognizes  in  any 
manner  their  right  to  fuch  franchife,  as  ftated  in  the  peti- 
tion, 
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tion,  or  even  mentions  it.  The  article  on  which  fome  Ca- 
tholic writers  have  attempted  to  ground  their  alTertions, 
refpecfling  rights  pretended  to  be  acquired  by  the  articles  of 
Limerick,  is  the  fecond  article.  It  is  in  fubftance  as  follows: 
“ That  all  the  inhabitants  or  refidents  of  Limerick,  or  any 
«•'  other  garrifon  then  in  poflellion  of  the  Irifh,  and  all  of- 
fleers  and  foldiers  then  in  arms  under  any  commiflion  of 
King  James,  or  thofe  authorized  by  him  to  grant  the 
“ fame,  in  the  feveral  counties  of  Limerick,  Cork,  Clare, 
“ Kerry  and  Mayo,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  fuch  as  are 
“ under  their  protedlion  in  faid  counties  ; and  all  commifll- 
“ oned  officers  in  their  Majefty's  quarters,  belonging  to  the 
Irifli  regiments  in  being,  that  were  treated  with,  and 
were  not  prifoners  of  war,  or  had  taken  protection,  who 
“ Ihould  return  and  fubmit  to  their  Majefty’s  obedience, 
“ their  and  every  of  their  heirs,  (hould  hold,  poflefs,  and 
‘‘  enjoy,  all  and  every  of  their  eftates  of  freehold  and  inherit 
<‘'tance,  and  all  the  rights,  titles,  and  interefts,  privileges, 
and  immunities,  which  they,  and  every,  or  any  or  them, 
held,  enjoyed,  or  were  rightfully  and  lawfully  intitled  to, 
<<  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  at  any  time 
fince,  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  that  were  in  force  in  the 
“ reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  difeharged  of  ail  ar- 
« rears  of  quit  and  crown  rent,  incurred  lince  Michaelmas, 
1688,  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  articles  ; provided 
that  no  perfon  whaifoever  Ihould  have  or  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  that  article,  who  ffiould  negleCt  or  refufe  to  take  the 
“ oath  of  allegiance  made  by  aCf  of  parliament  in  England, 
“ in  the  firfl:  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Q^een 
« Mary,  when  thereunto  required. 

It  is  now  neceflary  to  fee  how  much  of  thefe  civil  articles 
were  ratified  by  parliament ; firfl  obferving,  that  all  th« 
Protcflants  of  this  kingdom  were  highly  difTatisfied  with  the 
capitulation  in  general ; as  the  Catholic  troops,  who  had 
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treated  them  with  the  greateft  cruelty  and  feverity  for  three 
years  preceding,  were  thereby  not  only  exempted  from  all 
punifhment  for  their  rebellion,  but  were  fecured  in  the 
polTcflion  and  enjoyment  of  all  their  eftates,  without  mak-» 
ing  the  fmalleft  compenfation  to  the  Protehants  for  all  the 
ravages  they  had  for  three  years  ^preceding  committed  on 
their  property.  On  infpedlion  of  the  flatute  of  the  ninth 
of  Wiiliamj  chapter  the  fecond,  intitled,  An  aft  for 
confirmation  of  articles  made  at  the  furrender  of  the  city  of 
Limerick,  which  adt  pafied  in  the  year  1697,”  (fornofooner 
could  the  Irifh  parliament  be  prevailed  on  to  ratify  any 
part  of  thofe  articles,)  it  will  be  found  that  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment did  not  ratify  the  firft  civil  article  refpefting  religion, 
or  any  part  of  it ; and  as  to  the  fecond  article,  the  parlia- 
ment fpecially  ratified  it  in  the  fenle  and  intendment  con- 
tained in  the  afl,  and  not  otherwife.  They  rejefled  out  of 
their  ratification  of  it  the  words,  “ and  all  fuch  as  are  under 
‘‘  their  proteiftion  in  the  faid  counties,”  thereby  excluding  all 
perfons  from  the  benefit  of  the  fecond  article,  except  the 
inhabitants  of  Limerick,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Irifli  army.  To  the  words  all  rights,  titles,  and  interefis, 
privileges  and  immunities,”  the  parliament  added  the  words, 
“ to  the  faid  eftates  of  freehold  and  inheritance  belonging  ; 
and  that  the  reftorafion  of  the  perfons  comprifed  in  the 
fecond  article  thus  ratified,  fhould  only  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  extend,  to  the  reftoring  of  the  faid  perfons  and 
every  of  them,  to  their  laid  eftates  of  freehold  and  inhe- 
ritance, againft  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fuccefibrs,  in  as 
large  and  ample  manner  as  they  fhould  have  enjoyed  the 
fame,  had  they  not  been  guilty  of  the  rebellion  aforefaid, 
and  not  otherwife,  or  in  any  other  manner;”  thereby  ex- 
prefsly  declaring,  that  though  thefe  Catholic  eftates  were 
reftored  to  Catholics,  freed  from  any  forfeiture  to  the  crown, 
yet  that  they  were  to  hold  them  fubjefl  to  fuch  limitations, 
conditions,  and  r^ftnftions,  as  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
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jdfiould,  iProni  time  to  time,  pleafe  to  annex  to  them.  The 
a6t  then  proceeded  to  ratify  others  of  the  civil  articles,  but 
fome  were  totally  omitted.  Any  perfon  who  has  an  incli- 
nation to  fee  a full  and  able  refutation  of  this  calumny,  that 
the  capitulation  of  Limerick  was  infringed,  may  find  it  In  a 
pamphlet  written  by  a very  learned  member  of  this  houfe^ 
(Dodlor  Arthur  Brown,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Univerfity  in  parliament,)  publifhed  fome  years  ago,  and 
lately  republiftied  in  this  city.  I have  faid  enough  refpeft- 
ing  thefe  articles  for  my  prefent  purpofe ; — now  let  us  exa- 
mine what  perfons  could  become  intitled  to  any  benefit  un- 
der the  fecond  of  the  civil  articles  of  Limerick  ; certainly 
the  foldiers  and  ofiicers  of  the  Catholic  arihy,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Limerick,  or  any  other  garrifon  then  in  pof-^ 
feflion  of  the  Irifh  (which  were  two  only,  to  wit,  Clare 
Caftle  and  Rofs  Caftle,  very  fmall,  ^ infignificant  fortrefies, 
in  which  there  could  be  very  few  inhabitants  except  their 
garrifons)  and  this  too,  on  the  condition  of  their  returning 
and  fubmitting  to  their  Majefties  “ obedience,  and  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  if  required.”  I have  fheWn  already  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  Catholic  army  rejected  this  condition, 
went  to  France,  and  abandoned  their  country  and  eftates, 
and  the  elective  franchife  never  was  guaranteed  by  this  fe- 
cond article,  to  the  few  Catholics  who  flayed  in  their  coun- 
try, and  performed  the  condition  contained  in  the  article, 
by  the  words  of  the  article  as  ratified  by  parliament.  The 
words  of  the  article  are,  that  they  fhould  be  reflored  to  their 
eflates  of  freehold  and  inheritance,  and  all  the  rights,  titles, 
and  intcrefts,  privileges  and  immunities,  to  the  faid  eflates 
belonging,  as  they  held  them  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second;  and  the  a£l  of  ratification  exprefsly  flates,  that 
this  cUufe  in  the  articles  Is  to  be  confidered  only  as  reftor- 
ing  Catholics  to  their  eflates,  freed  from  inv  impeachment 
•n  fcore  of  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  for  their  rebellions;  and 
therefore  it  never  can  be  conflrued  fo,  as  to  bar  the  parlia- 
ment 
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ment  from  cutting  off  from  thefe  eftates  any  privileges  an- 
nexed to  them,  the  cxercife  of  which,  whilft  the  efiatc^ 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Catholics,  would  be  prejudici- 
al to  the  Itatc.  The  words,  rights,  titles,  and  interefts, 
privileges  and  immunities,”  are  mere  words  of  conveyance 
and  afliirance  j and  frequently  ufed  in  conveyances  of  ef- 
fates,  and  fignifying  nothing  more  than  that  the  grantee, 
has,  by  the  conveyance,  the  full  dominion  over  the  edates;, 
befides,  it  cannot  be  argued  without  manifeft  abfurdity,  that 
any  privilege  annexed  to  thefe  edates,  very  few  in  number, 
and  very  incondderablc,  which  the  handful  of  Catholics, 
who  qualified  the  mfelves  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  articles, 
were  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  the  articles  intitled  to,  at-? 
tached  to  the  perfon  of  the  Catholic;  he  pofTefTed  any  an- 
nexed privileges,  only  in  virtue  of  his  pofiellion  of  the  es- 
tate, and  they  expired  with  his  title  to  the  land;  neither  can 
Catholics  poflibly  claim  any  privilege,  annexed  by  the  arti- 
cles of  Limerick,  to  the  few  edates  which  the  few  qualified 
Catholics  then  became  entitled  to  under  thefe  articles,  as 
annexed  to  edates,  which  Catholics  have  purchafed  fince 
the  date  of  the  capitulation.  , 

1 trud  I have  faid  enough  fully  to  prove  that  the  e!e<divc 
franchife  was  not  fecured  to  any  Catholics  whatfoever,  b}^ 
the  articles  of  capitulation  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  in  Oc- 
tober 16^1,  and  never  was  guaranteed  by  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  nor  ratified  by  parliament ; that  the 
whole  date  of  this  bufinefs,  as  fet  forth  in  the  Catholic 
petition,  is  a dring  of  continued  falfehood;  and  that  a body 
of  people,  who,  in  defiance  of  all  public  records,  can  carry 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne  fo  notorious  an  untruth,  and, 
though  petitioners  cannnt  conceal  their  hatred  and  animo- 
iity  againd  thofe  whom  they  affedt  to  dile  their  Protedant 
brethren,  but  duff  their  petition  with  falfe,  rancorous, 
‘and  malignant  libels  againd  the  Protedant  government  of 
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this  kingdom,  afiTerting  therein  that  the  articles  of  Limerick 
were  infringed,  and  a direct  breach  thereby  made  of  the 
public  faith  of  the  nation,  folemnly  pledged  to  them,  are  fo 
far  from  meriting  any  favour  from  this  houieas  yet,  (thank 
God  !)  Protefiants  ; that  this  houfe  fliould  rather  I'cnoufly 
confider,  whether  they  ought  not  to  re«ena6t  the  penal  code 
of  Popery  laws,  or  lome  part  of  it,  which  raiftaken  lenity 
has  induced  them  within  thefe  few  years  to  repeal,  and 
whether  the  exigency  of  the  times  does  not  now  demand 
fuch  condufl  from  the  n. 

I cannot  forbear  here  cbfervlng  the  deception  of  this  pe- 
tition, in  its  introduction  of  the  capitulation  of  Limerick  ; 
it  dignifies  it  by  the  title  of  a treaty,  and  date?  that  the  Ca- 
tholics purchafed  the  benefits  of  this  treaty,  by  the  valu- 
able confideration  of  furrendering  their  arms,  and  a great 
part  of  the  kingdom.  Treaty  is  generally  ufed  to  fignify 
an  agreement  between  parties  on  forae  footing  of  equality 
with  each  other,  at  lead  refpecling  the  fubjedl  matter  of  the 
agreement;  but  the  bulinefs  at  Limerick  in  1691,  was  a 
capitulation  agreed  to  by  the  Englifh  generals,  from  ill- 
judged  unfeafonable  .mercy,  and  with  a band  of  rooted  trai- 
tors, fairly  fought  down,  the  refuge  of  the  fword,  inciofed 
like  rats  in  a trap,  in  a little  towm,  in  a corner  of  the  king- 
dom, from  whence  they  had  no  podibility  of  efcaping,  and 
in  which  they  could  make  neither  efiedfual  nor  long  re. 
ddance;  the  certain  vidlims  of  the  avenging  gibbet,  or  the 
fword;  fuch  was  the  treaty  ! 

i 

As  to  the  confideration : the  Catholic  troops  at  the  time 
of  the  furrender  had  no  fortrefs  in  the  kingdom  in  their 
hands,  except  the  cadles  of  Rofs  and  Clare,  both  of  which 
could  be  reduced  by  two  fix  pounders  ; and  the  city  of 
Limerick,-  at  that  time  battered  to  pieces  about  their  ears, 
•and  fome  mountainous  tracts  of  difficult  accefs  in  the  feve- 

ral 
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ral  counties  of  Cork,  Kerry,  Limerick,  Clare  and  Mayo, 
occupied  by  detached  parties  of  Catholic  troops,  without 
food,  raiment  or  ammunition,  and  which  might  have  been 
cleared  of  them  in  a few  weeks,  by  a fmall  part  of  the  Pro- 
pellant army  ; fuch  was  their  valuable  ccnlideration,  and 
fuch  the  conliderablQ  part  of  the  kingdom,  they  fur- 
rendered. 

The  petition  next  demands  the  eleflive  franchife  for  the. 
Catholics  as  a right,  from  their  unvarying  loyalty,  and  du- 
tiful fubmiflion  to  the  laws ; from  their  fervicc  in  the  fleets 
and  armies  j and  their  paying  of  taxes. 

As‘to  their  loyalty  and  fubmiflicn  to  the  laws,  f have  al- 
ready Ihcw’n  the  falflty  of  fuch  a pretence  ; as  to  their  fer- 
rfee  in  the  fleets  and  armies,  I fuppofe  fome  of  the  meaneft 
and  moft  indigent  Catholics  at  times  do  enlift  in  the  armies, 
and  enter  in  the  fleet,  from  all  polls  of  truft  and  emolument 
in  which,  as  their  petition  ftates,  they  are  excluded  ; but 
then  the  Catholics,  both  gentlemen  and  yeomen,  fupplv', 
and  have  heretofore  lupplied  the  French  and  Spanilh 
armies  with  foldiers  and  mariners  in  a much  greater  pro- 
portion. As  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land are  fully  recompenfed  for  it,  by  being  very  efledually 
protefled  by  juft  and  equal  laws,  both  in  their  perfons  and 
properties,  without  their  having  any  reafonable  demand  on 
the  ftate,  to  inveftthem  with  political  power  and  influence, 
on  the  fcore  of  fuch  payments. 

The  petition  dates,  that  the.  right  of  eleclive  franchife 
was  finally  and  univerfally  taken  away  from  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  fo  late  as  the  firft  year  of  his  Majcfiy  King  George 
the  Second.  This  truth  is  difgraced  by  a fuppreflion  of  part 
of  the  truth  ; for  they  fhould  have  flated,  that  it  was  net 
the  firft  time,  nor  the  fecond  time,  that  the  parliament  of 
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Ireland  attempted,  ty  their  a£ls,  to  difable  Catholics  from 
voting  at  elections  for  members  of  parliament  ; and  fuch 
was  the  avowed  difaffe^llon  of  IriCh  Catholics  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  to  the  throne,  as  fettled 
by  the  Englifh  acl,  intitlcd,  An  a£l:  for  the  further  limita- 
tion of  the  crown,  and  better  fccuring  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  for  many  years  after  the  revolution,  that 

the  Irifh  parliament,  in  the  fecond  year  of  Queen  Anne, 
1703,  thought  the  obliging  of  Catholics  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  abjuration  prior  to  their  'being  allowed  to 
vote  for  members  of  parliament,  was  a fufficient  bar  to  their 
voting  on  fuch  occafions ; and  acordingly  it  was  enabled  by 
the  a£t  of  2d  Ann.  chap.  6th,  fee.  24,  as  follows  : “ And 
for  preventing  Papifts  having  it  in  their  power  to  breed 
diiTenfion  amongfl  Proteftants,  by  voting  at  elcdlions  for 
members  of  parliament,  be  it  enabled,  that  from  and  after 
the  24th  day  of  March,  1703,  no  freeholder,  burgefs,  free- 
man, or  inhabitant  cf  this  kingdom,  being  a Papift,  or 
profeffing  the  Popifli  religion,  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
capable  of  giving  his  or  their  vote,  for  electing  of  knights  of 
any  fliires,  or  counties,  within  this  kingdom;  or  citizens  or 
burgeiTes  to  lerve  in  any  fucceeding  parliament,  without  firfl: 
repairing  to  the  general  quarter  fefiions  of  the  peace,  to  be 
holden  for  the  counties,  cities,  or  boroughs,  wherein  fuch 
Papifts  do  inhabit  and  dwell,  and  there  voluntarily  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  alfo  the  oath  of  abjuration, 
and  obtaining  a certificate  thereof  from  the  clerk  of  the 
peace.’'  Again,  in  the  fecond  year  of  George  the  Firff, 
chap.  19,  fee.  7,  It  was  enabled,  “ That  no Papift  fliould 
vote  at  any  election  for  members  'of  parliament,  without 
having  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  fix 
calendar  months  before  the  day  of  eledlion,  and  that  if  he 
did,  he  fhould  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  on  convidion, 
half  to  the  informer,  half  to  the  king  ” 
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As  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  v ho  were  of  age  able  to 
take  arms,  had  engaged  in  tlie  rebellion,  in  the  years  1689, 
1690,  and  1691,  the  edates  of  almoft  all  the  Catoolics  of 
Ireland,  except  the  few  who  qualified  themfelves  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  capitulation  of  Limerick,  became  forfeited  by 
that  rebellion,  and  were  granted  to  Proteftants  ; fo  that 
after  the  final  redu(51:ion  of  the  Irlfli  rebels,  in  1691,  the 
number  of  Catholics,  who  enjO)^ed  freehold  or  inheritable 
cfiates  was  very  fmall,  and  they  were  excluded  by  the  laws 
from  all  corporations ; hence  the  number  of  Catholics  qua- 
lified from  their  property  to  vote  for  members  of  parliament, 
was  at  the  time  of  the  pacification  of  this  kingdom,  after 
the  revolution,  fo  very  infignificant,  that  they  could  give 
no  alarm,  to,  nor  excite  the  attention  of  the  legiflature  ; 
but  the  cafe  began  to  alter  in  procefs  of  time,  and  many 
Catholics  had  obtained  freeholds  and  eftates  of  inheritance 
before  the  fecond  of  Anne,  and  became  troublefome  to 
Proteftants  on  ele£lions.  The  legiflature  therofore,  in  the 
fecond  of  Anhc,  thought  fit  to  erefl  the  barriers  againfl 
votes,  which  I have  already  mentioned.  This  barrier  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  afb  of  the  fecond  of  George  the  firft  ; 
but  Catholic  ambition  by  degrees  overturning  their  religious 
principles  and  inducing  them  to  take  almoft  any  oaths,  ra- 
ther than  be  excluded  from  political  power  *,  the  Irifti  par- 
liament, in  the  firft:  year  of  George  the  Second,  found  it 
abfolutely  necefiary,  for  the  prefer vation  of  the  Proteftanc 
cftablifhment  in  church  and  ft  ate,  utterly  to  incapacitate  all 
Catholics  from  voting  at  the  eleiftion  of  any  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament  ; which  a6l,  in  that  particular,  has 
been  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  by  every  aO:of  parliament 
made  fince,  to  regulate  the  ele£lions  of  members  to  ferve  ia 
parliament. 

Having  thus  expofed  to  this  houfe  the  notorious  falfe- 
koods  and  mifreprefenta'don  contained  in  this  petition,  pre- 
tending 
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tending  to  exhibit  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Catholics  in  this 
kingdom  *,  but  being  really  a falfe  and  libellous  complaint  to 
the  king  againft  the  parliament  and  government  of  this 
kingdom,  for  a century  paft  ; the  principal  contrivers  and 
compilers  of  which  are  well  known  in  this  city  to  be  perfons 
of  the  moft  obfeure  parentage  and  meaneft  education,  who 
have  accumulated  wealth,  partly  by  the  mofl  infamous  means 
and  partly  by  the  indulgence  of  our  conftitution,  admirably 
adapted  to  encourage  the  exertions,  and  prefer ve  the  acqui- 
fitions  of  induftry  to  every  fubje£f  *,  perfons  who  have  a- 
bandoned  all  pretenhons  to  charadfer,  and  whofe  impudence 
renders  them  proof  againft  the  alTaults  of  fcorn  and  difgrace, 
the  furies  which  conftantly  haunt  the  libeller  and  the  liar; 
I fliall  now  lay  before  the  houfe,  what  the  real  ftate  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  fubjefls  of  this  kingdom  is.  It  is  very 
plain  from  what  I have  already  ftated,  that  the  laws,  as  they 
HOW  ftand,  fecurc  to  them  the  fulleft  and  moft  perfefl  en- 
jo3^ment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and  property,  both  real 
and  perfonal,  vtogether  with  the  compleateft  powers  of  ac- 
quifition  , they  are  deprived  of  no  advantages  enjoyed  by 
Proteftants,  except  of  political  power,  which  if  we  fhall  be 
fo  mad  as  to  give  to  them,  the  prefent  frame  of  this  govern- 
ment muft  be  thereby  diftbived,  and  the  ftate  uprooted 
from  its  deepeft  foundation. 

In  refpefc  to  thfeir  exclufton  from  all  places  of  truft  and 
emolument,  civil  and  military,  and  from  corporations,  the 
Irifh  Catholics  are  on  the  fame  footing  with  diftenters  of  all 
denominations  in  England  ; Roman  Catholics  are  excluded 
from  degrees  in  the  Englifh  as  well  as  in  the  Irifh  univerfi- 
ties  ; they  are  equally  prohibited  in  England  from  endowing 
fchools  for  the  education  of  their  youth,  as  in  Ireland;  but 
in  both  countries  they  may  eftablifh  as  many  fchools  as  they 
pieafe  for  the  education  of  their  youth.  Catholics  in  Ireland 
fere  prohibited  from  keeping  arms ; no  fuch  prohibition  is 
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jn  England ; but  every  Irifh  Catholic  of  any  rank  above 
the  mere  working  artizan  or  peafant  may  obtain  a licence 
to  keep  and  carry  arms,  at  the  expence  of  one  fl;iillingj 
if  he  thinks  fit  to  apply  for  it  ; and  that  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  Catholics  from  the  ufe  of  arms  have  net  been  put 
into  execution  in  Ireland,  except  in  times  of  public  commo- 
tion, is  evident,  as  thoufands  of  Irifh  Catholics  carried  arms 
during  the  feafon  of  volunteering,  without  having  procured 
any  licence  whatever.  I believe  Catholics  may  vote  at  the 
cletfion  of  county  reprefentatives  in  England,  ferve  on 
grand  juries,  but  certainly  they  are  excluded  from  voting  for 
reprefentatives  for  boroughs,  becaufe  they  are  excluded 
from  corporations.  The  only  difterence  then  in  the  lltua- 
tion  of  Catholics  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  is  that  Catho- 
lics in  Ireland  may  be  deprived  of  arms,  uniels  they  obtain 
licences  for  ufing  them  ; that  they  are  excluded  from  being 
members  of  grand  juries,  unlefs  there  fliali  be  a deficiency 
of  Proteftant  gentlemen  of  rank  to  compofe  them  j and  in 
a fev/  cafes  they  may,  on  challenge,  be  exch-tded  from  petit 
juries  ; and  that  they  are  incapable  of  voting  on  elections  of 
county  reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

Whence  has  this  difference  naturally  arifen  ? from  the 
difference  of  the  circumffanccs  and  fituations  of  the  two 
countries.  The  Catholics  in  England  do  not  amount  to  one, 
in  one  hundred,  of  the  whole  nation  j they  regard  all  other 
Englifhmen  as  their  countrymen,  and  do  not  claim  all,  or 
any  of  the  landed  eftates  of  England,  as  their  natural  birthr 
rights,  except  fuch  as  they  are  themfelves  lawfully  pofi^effed 
of ; they  have  not  been  fubdued  by  their  Proteftant  country- 
men after  a feries  of  the  moft  bloody  contefts,  in  three  • 
fucceflivc  defolating  wars,  nor  do  they  entertain  any  ani- 
mofity  againft  them  on  the  fcore  of  mutual  flaughtcr  and 
confifeations.  In  all  thefe  particulars  the  circumftances  and 
fituation  of  Ireland  are  dire^Iy  the  reverfe.  To  take  the 
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proportion  of  Catholics  and  Proteflants  in  Ireland  from  the 
petition,  the  Irilh  Catholics  exceed  the  Proteftants  in  the 
proportion  of  three  to  one.  The  Iri£h  Catholics  have  been 
fubdued  in  three  great  rebellions  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  by  Englifh  Proteftant 
armies,  and  the  lands  and  eftates  of  the  rebels  divided 
ctoongft  the  foldiers  of  the  conquering  troops ; the  defeen- 
dants  of  which  foldiers,  compofe  at  this  day  the  whole,  or 
infinitely  the  greater  part,  of  the  Proteftants  of  this  coun- 
try. The  firft  great  divifion  of  landed  property  in  this 
kingdom,  was  made  by  King  James  the  Firft,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Elizabeth,  amongft  his  Engli£h  and  Scottifh  fubje<fts, 
out  of  the  forfeitures  of  the  rebels  who  adhered  to  the  earl 
Tyrone,  whofe  rtbcllion  was  not  fuppreiTed  till  the  clofe  of 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  fecond  great  divifion  was  made 
amongft  the  Englifh  foldiers  who  ferved  under  Cromwell, 
when  he  had ‘‘completely  fubdued  the  Irifh  Catholics, 
out  of  the  forfeitures  of  the  rebels,  who  commenced  that 
atrocious  rebellion  againft  King  Charles  the  firft,  in  which 
they  mafTacred  many  thoufands  of  innocent  Proteftants, 
men,  w'omen,  and  children,  in  cold  blood  ; the  divifion 
then  made,  was  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
legally  confirmed  by  the  act  of  fettlcment  and  explanation. 
The  third  great  divifion  of  landed  property  in  Ireland 
amongft  Proteftants,  was  made  in  the  reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  out  of  the  forfeitures  of  Irifh  Catholics, 
on  account  of  the  rebellion  which  was  finally  quelled  in 
1691.  There  is  fcarce  a title  of  a Proteftant  nobleman  or 
gentleman  in  this  kingdom  to  his  eftate,  which  is  not  de- 
rived either  mediately  or  immediately  from  the  grants  of 
Elizabeth,  of  V/illiam  and  Mary,  or  under  the  a6ls  of 
fettlement  and  explanation.  The  Irifh  Catholics  to  a man 
efteem  all  Proteftants,  as  ufurpers  of  their  eftates  ; they,  to 
this  day,  fettle  thefe  eftates  on  the  marriages  of  their  fons 
and  daughters  j they  have  accurate  maps  of  them;  they 
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pubilfhed  in  Dublin,  within  thefe  ten  years,  a map  of  the 
kingdom,  cantoned  out  amongft  the  old  Irifh  proprietors ; 
they  look  for  political  power  only  to  enable  them  to  alTcrt 
their  claims  with  effect,  which  they  will  do  if  ever  they  have 
power,  not  by  tedious  forms  of  law,  but  a^ls  of  parliament, 
or  the  fword  *,  they  abhor  all  Proteftants,  and  all  Englifh- 
men,  as  plunderers  and  oppfelTors,  excluhve  of  their  de- 
teftation  of  them  on  a religious  account ; no  nation  on  earth 
being  more  wedded  to  the  Romifh  rupcrftition  than  the 
generality  of  the  Roman  Catholics  ; they  have  but  one 
term  in  their  language  to  fignify  both  Proteftant  and 
Englifhman,  to  wit,  ‘‘  Safonagh-'*  If  then  the  parliament 
of  this  kingdom  can  ever  be  fo  infatuated  as  to  put  the  Irifh 
Catholic  on  the  fame  footing  of  civil  privileges  with  the 
Englifh  Catholic,  or  on  a better  j and  if  the  Engliih  nation 
(hall  ever  countenance  fucha  phrenfy,  the  dire£f  and  im- 
mediate confequence  (exclulive  of  the  utter  ruin  of  all  the 
Irilh  Proteftants)  muft  be,  cither  that  this  kingdom  will  be 
for  ever  fevered  from  the  Britifli  empire,  or  that  it  muft  be 
again  conquered  by  a Britifh  army  ; for  in  truth  the  Pro- 
teftantbin  Ireland  are  but  the  Eritifh  garrifon  in  an  enemy’s 
country,  and  if  entirely  deferted  by  the  parent  ftate,  muft 
furrender  at  difcretlon,  though,  with  a very  little  help,  they 
are  ftill  able  to  repel  the  common  enemy. 

The  two  privileges  which  the  Catholics  chiefly  complain 
of  being  deprived  of,  as  well  in  the  kind  of  writ  ifllied  by 
Edward  Byrne  (a  quondam  retail  grocer  in  this  city,  and 
their  chief  deputy  to  his  Majefty)  for  fummoning  their  con- 
vention as  in  their  petition,  and  which  they  in  a manner  de- 
mand, are,  the  privilege  that  Catholics  (hall  be  fummoned 
on  grand  juries  equally  with  Proteftants  \ and  that  they 
Ihall  obtain  the  elc£live  franchife,  or  be  rendered  capable 
of  voting  at  the  ele^ions  of  reprefentatives  in  parliament. 
Whoever  underftands  the  important  powers,  rcfpecling 
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the  due  adminiftration  of  juftlce,  and  the  maintenance  of 
our  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  vefted  in  grand  juries, 
will  be  convinced  that  it  would  be  very  unfafe  to  permit 
fuch  bodies,  either'  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 'to  be  com- 
pofed  of  Catholics  : And  if  the  elective  franchife  fliall  be 
granted  to  Catholics  freeholders  in  counties  without  taking 
boroughs  into  conlidcration,  fee  from  their  own  ftatement 
what  the  confequence  muft  be;  they  exceed  the  Proteftants 
in  every  county  in  this  kingdom,  for  though  the  Proteftant 
dilTenters  are  pretty  numerous  in  four  counties  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  yet  even  in  thefe  four  counties  the  Catholics  ex. 
ceed  them  in  number  ; they  compofe  the  grear  mafs  of  the 
tenantry  throughout  the  kingdom.  Gentlemen  of  landed 
eftates,  though  Proteftants,  will  be  fo  far  blinded  to  their 
true  interefts  by  their  ambition  to  have  numbers  of  free- 
holders capable  of  voting  on  their  eftates,  that  they  will 
diretftly  change  all  the  tenures  for  terms  of  years  of  their 
Popilli  tenants,  into  tenancies  for  lives  ; as  Catholics  arc 
now  alfo  intitled  to  purchafe  lands  in  fse,  they  will  turn  all 
the  tenures  under  them  into  tenures  for  lives  ; thus,  from, 
the  fuperior  number  of  Catholics,  there  will  be  immediately 
in  every  county  a fwarm  of  Catholic  forty-fhilling  freehold- 
ers ; and  though  Catholic  freeholders,  who  have  freeholds 
of  tw^enty  pounds  yearly  value  or  abpvc,  fhould  be  the  only 
Catholic  freeholders,  to  whom  the  ele<ftive  franchife  fhould 
be  extended  in  this  feflion  ; yet,  if  the  principle  of  the  ex- 
clufton  of  Catholics  from  voting  fhall  at  once  be  invaded, 
we  fhall  find  they  will  foon  claim  and  obtain  the  eledlive 
franchife  for  their  forty-fhilling  freeholders,  and  to  be  put 
on  an  equal  footing  in  that  rcfpedl  with  Proteftants* 
Gnce  make  a breach  in  the  rampart,  and  retrenchment  will 
be  found  infufficient  defences : Such  of  them  as  hold  their 
tenures  under  Proteftant  landlords  will  revolt  from  them, 
2nd  abandon  their  intcreft  on  the  firftclccftion,  if  they  fhall 
be  informed  by  their  priefts,  that  their  landlords  intcreft: 
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siiilitates  againft  the  political  intercft  of  their  feci  *,  within  a 
very  few  years,  by  their  numbers,  they  will  out-vote  the 
Proteftant  freeholders  in  every  county  in  the  kingdom,  ex- 
cept two  or  three,  where  the  Proteftant  interefi:  may  perhaps 
prevail  for  a few  years  longer,  and  they  will  certainly  re- 
turn fuch  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  as  they  fliall  think 
moft  favourable  to  the  Catholic  intcreft  : There  is  another 
circumftance  too,  which  renders  the  extenfi^n  of  the  elec- 
tive franchife  to  Catholic  freeholders  ftill  more  dangerous, 
and  that  is,  the  fcheme  of  reforrii,  which  is  now  obtruded 
on  this  nation  with  more  than  common  induftry,  by  the 
miniflers  and  fervants  of  the  rump  of  a difgraccd  and  repro- 
bated Englilh  faflion  *,  whofe  endeavours  in  Great  Britain, 
to  plunge  their  country  into  the  rebellion  and  anarchy  of 
the  French  afTaflins,  have  been  lately  defeated  by  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  good  fenfe  of  the  nation. 
Two  plans  of  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  are  fuggefted ; the  one  is,  the  disfranchifcment 
at  once  of  all  the  boroughs,  the  diffolution  of  corporations, 
and  the  increafe  of  the  numbers  of  reprefentatives  for  coun- 
ties, and  a few  large  cities  and  towns  : Ihe  other  is,  the 
disfranchifement  of  all  decayed  boroughs  ; that  is,  thofe 
boroughs  in  which  few  or  no  inhabitants  are  left ; and  the 
opening  of  all  other  boroughs,  by  giving  all  the  freeholders, 
%vho  live  within  a certain  diftance  of  them,  a right  to  vote 
at  the  ele(flions  of  reprefentatives  of  thefe  boroughs.  It  is 
evident  t hat  in  either  cafe,  the  extenfion  of  the  ele6live  fran- 
chife to  Catholic  freeholders  will  enable  them  to  return  re- 
prefentatives in  parliament,  for  all  or  moft  of  the  boroughs 
in  the  kingdom  ; when  no  members  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  Ireland  fhall  be  returned,  but  fuch  as  are  devoted 
to  the  Catholic  intereft,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  all  laws 
excluding  Catholics  from  fitting  in  Parliament  will  be  re- 
pealed, and  that  we  fiiall  have  a Catholic  houfe  of  Com- 
mons j the  grant  of  the  ele^ftive  franchife  to  Catholic  free- 
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holders  will  make  it  the  direct  Intcreft  of  the  whole  Catholic 
body  to  pufh  on,  either  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  re- 
form, with  all  their  power  ; the  deftruction  of  the  Protef- 
tant  conftitution  in  church  and  (late,  will  be  the  certain 
and  fuccefsful  effort  of  a Catholic  houfe  of  Commons ; 
and  when  the  government  of  this  country  becomes  Catho- 
lic, the  people  of  Ireland  will  be  immediately  taught,  that 
it  is  at  leaft  as  great  an  abfurdity  in  politics  (if  not  a greater) 
to  have  a Proteftant  King  over  a Popifh  nation,  as  it  was 
thought  by  the  people  of  England  in  the  reign  of  King 
James  II,  to  have  a Popilh  king  over  a Proteftant  nation  ; 
and  as  the  houfe  of  Stuart  may  now  be  faid  to  be  extin£t, 
the  Catholics  will  attempt  to  form  a republic  in  Ireland, 
independent  of  Great  Britain,  to  which  their  cennedion 
with  the  levelling  republican  mobs  of  Belfaft  and  Derry, 
and  with  the  levelling  faction  of  Great  Britain,  and  their 
plans  of  refumption  of  the  ellates  now  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
teftants,  will  alfo  very  ftrongly  incline  them ; and  as  this 
nation  is  not  able  of  itfelf  to  cepe  with  Great  Britain,  the 
Irifli  Catholics  will  again  invoke  the  afliftance  of  France, 
which,  though  now  a diftrafted  nation,  is  yet  a great  and 
powerful  one  ; and  thus  will  Ireland,  as  during  the  revo- 
lution war,  become  a field  of  battle  for  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  be  again  defolated  *,  Let  the  iffue  of  fuch  a 
conteft  be  what  it  may,  I am  juftified  in  declaring,  that  if 
the  Britilh  minifters  (as  has  been  pretty  roundly  afferted 
in  this  houfe)  favour  the  prefent  claims  and  defigns  of  the 
Irifh  Catholics,  they  are  either  ignorant  of  the  prefent  ftatc 
of  this  country,  and  too  fhort-fighted  and  ill  informed  to 
difeern  the  true  intereft  of  Great  Britain  ; or  bafe  enough 
(which  I fincerely  hope  is  not  the  cafe)  to  betray  it  ; and 
this  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  if  Great  Britain  fhall 
fuffer  this  country  to  be  for  ever  torn  from  the  Britiffi  em- 
pire, and  to  become  dependant  upon,  or  annexed  to 
France,  as  one  of  its  departments,  fhc  will  not  long  fup- 
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port  her  own  confequence  in  Europe,  or  even  independ- 
ence j the  French,  with  the  port  of  Brcft  at  one  fide  of  the 
channel,  and  the  noble  ports  of  Cork,  Kinfale,  and  the 
Shannon’s  Mouth  at  the  other,  with  Irlfh  provifions  to 
visual,  and  Irifh  mariners  to  man  their  fleets,  will  foon 
become  an  overmatch  at  fca  for  Great  Britain ; and  may 
then  waft  over  her  alrnofl  innumerable  armies,  to  make  a 
total  conqueft  of  the  Britifh  iflands.  I will  alfo  tell  Britifh 
minifters  another  truth,  that  they  are  greatly  deceived,  if 
they  have  been  induced  to  believe,  that  an  Irifh  Catholic  is, 
ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  a faithful,  loyal  fubjeef  of  a Bri- 
tifli  Proteftant  King,  or  Proteflant  Government*. 

I will  now  trefpafs  a little  longer  on  tbe  houfe,  to  exa- 
mine whether  the  prefent  condufl  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
intitles  them  to  any  favour  from  this  houfe.  Edward  Byrne, 
a man  not  long  fince  a retail  grocer  in  this  city,  thinks  fit  to 
fend  circular  letters  to  all  the  Romilh  priefts  in  this  king- 
dom, ftating,  that  the  Irifh  Catholics  laboured  under  great 
grievances,  in  being  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  trials  by 
juries  (a  bafe  untruth)  and  from  the  eleflive  franchife  ; 
and  dire£ling  them  to  give  notice  in  their  refpedlive  chapels, 
of  ele<flicns  to  be  held  therein,  of  delegates  from  every 
Romifh  congregation,  to  meet  in  fome  certain  place  in  each 
county,  for  the  purpofe  of  electing  a delegate  or  delegates 
to  repair  to  Dublin,  and  there  aflbeiate  themfelves  with  a 

number 


* It  is  here  proper  to  infert  a tranflation  of  an  extract  from  the  oath 
taken  by  all  Roman  Catholic  bilTiops  at  their  confccration  : 

“ I will  afllfl:  and  aid  the  Popes  of  Rome  to  retain  and  defend  the  Ro- 
man Papacy  and  the  royalties  of  Saint  Peter,  against  all  mankind,  faving 
the  rights  of  my  own  order. 

“ I will  take  care  to  preferre,  defend,  incrcafe,  and  promote,  the  rights, 
honours,  privileges,  and  authority,  of  the  holy  Romaa  church,  of  our  lord 
the  Pope,  and  his  fuccefibrs.” 
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number  of  perfons,  ftlling  therafelves  a Catholic  committe? ; 
and  form  a convention  ; to  confider  of  a proper  method  to 
free  the  whole  body  of  Irifli  Catholics  from  thefe  pretended 
grievances.  The  mandates  of  this  Catholic  quondam 
grocer  are  executed  by  all  the  Romifh  priefts  throughout 
the  kingdom,  with  great  punctuality;  and  delegates  to  at- 
tend and  form  the  convention  are  regularly  elected  ; the 
fame  mode  of  election  being  precifely  purfued,  with 
that  adopted  for  ^ the  election  of  the  convention  of 
French  aflaflins.  A convention  of  Irifh  Catholics,  thus 
elected,  meet  publicly  in  Dublin,  they  confultand  deliberate 
together  many  days  in  a private  manner,  excluding  all  peor- 
ple  from  their  debates,  their  meeting  being  Dubllc,  but  their 
confultations  private;  and  in  the  end  they  compofe,  and  pro- 
duce, a moft  malevolent,  rancorous,  and  falfe  libel  againit 
the  Proteftant  government  of  Ireland,  which  libel  they  ad- 
drefs  and  fend  to  his  Majefty,  under  the  form  of  a petition, 
by  certain  perfons  fpecially  deputed  for  that  purpofe,  at  the 
head  of  which  deputation  Is  the  grocer  who  iffued  the  writs 
for  the  eleftion  of  the  alTembjy,  and  they  afterwards  dlfperfe 
this  libel,  printed  and  publifhed  by  their  avowed  authority, 
throughout  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  inflaming  Catho- 
lics of  all  ranks  to  fedition  and  rebellion  againO:  the  govern- 
ment : I hefitatc  not,  as  a lawyer,  to  declare  fuch  proceed- 
ings unconftitutional  and  illegal,  and  fuch  convention  an 
unconftitutional  and  illegal  afTcmbiy;  and  that  the  mcnabers 
of  it  arc  liable  to  indi£lments  and  informations  for  fuch  con- 
du£l,  and  to  heavy  punifhments  when  convidled.  The  Ca- 
tholics of  the  lower  ranks,  are  at  this  moment  afTembled  In 
large  bodies;  with  arms  in  their  hands,  breaking  into,  rob- 
bing and  burning  the  houfes  of  the  peaceable  Proteftant  In- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Louth,  Monaghan,  Cavan,  and 
Meath,  and  even  in  the  county  of  Dublin  ; making  public 
declarations,  that  they  will  not  fuffer  any  Proteftant  to 
refide  within  thefe  counties,  or  in  the  kingdom  ; and  the 
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contagion  is  fpreading  through  the  nation  : So  that  if  the 
army,  confining  of  Engllfli  Proteftants,  had  not  given  fome 
check  to  their  fury,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  we  flioujd, 
by  this  time,  fee  the  habitations  of  all  Proteftants  in  the 
kingdom  in  flames,  and  their  perfons  butchered,  as  in  the 
year  1641,  this  infurredlion  of  the  Catholics  being  fofudden 
and  unexpefted  : And  every  man  of  fenfe  knows,  that 
the  infurredlion  of  the  vulgar,  if  continued  for  a length  of 
time,  are  always  privately  encouraged  and  fupported  by 
perfons  of  better  rank,  who  conceal  themfelves,  till  the 
fuccefs  of  their  inferior  ruffians  induces  them  openly  to  a- 
vow  their  mifehievous  dcflgns  ; fuch  are  the  prefent  merits 
of  the  Catholic  body  : Do  they  entitle  them  tp  an  e:jttenfi- 
on  and  addition  of  privileges  ? Is  this  a tim,e  for  delivering 
the  -whole  political  power  of  the  ftate  in  their  hands  ? Com- 
mon fenfe  revolts  ai  the  frantic  propofltion,  felf-prefervati- 
on,  and  the  experience  of  ages,  loudly  call  on  all  Protef- 
tants  to  condemn  it  with  every  mark  of  reprobation.  J 
cannot  dole,  without  making  fome  animadverflons  on  what 
fell  from  a few,  thank  Heaven  ! a very  few  members  of 
this  houfe,  relative  to  the  prefent  queftion,  on  the  night 
the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  fpeech  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  w'as  agreed  to  by  this  houfe  : On 
the  difeovery,  and  confequent  publication  of  the  writs  of 
Edward  Byrne,  for  fummoning  a Catholic  convention  to 
meet  in  Dublin,  (for  they  were  accidentally  difeovered)  the 
Proteftants  of  this  country  very  properly  took  the  alarm  ; 
the  Proteftant  gentry  of  fcveral  count  ies,  as  well  as  the  in- 
habitants of  fcveral  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns  corporate, 
throughout  the  nation,  aflcmbled  and  entered  into  re- 
iolutions,  expreflive  of  their  indignation  againfl:  the  defign 
of  Edward  Byrne,  contained  in  his  writs,  as  nothing  lefs 
than  a fcheme  of  a confpiracy,  to  raife  and  excite  a Fopifti 
rebellion  in  this  country,  which  in  truth  it  is.  The  grand 
juries  of  almoft  all  the  counties  in  the  kingdom,  alTembled 
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at  the  fummer  aHizes  in  the  year  1792,  and  confiftmg  of 
the  principal  Proteftant  gentlemen  of  thefe  counties,  ex^ 
prefTed  by  their  rcfolutions  the  fame  refentmcnt  againft, 
and  the  fame  opinions  of,  the  writs  of  Edward  Byrne  ; 
and  their  determination  to  fupport  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes  the  Proteftant  afcendancy  in  Ireland.  The  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  moft  ancient,  refpe^l- 
ablc,  and  numerous  corporate  body  in  this  kingdom,  met 
in  a port  affembly  in  September  1792,  and,  without  a dif- 
fentient  voice,  drew  up  a letter  to  be  fent  to  all  corporate 
ons,  magiftratcs,  and  members  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment in  Ireland  : This  letter  in  a very  clear,  concife,  and 
nervous  ftile,  exprefled  the  decided  difapprobation  of  this 
the  firft  corporation  in  the  kingdom,  of  the  writs  of  Ed- 
ward Byrne,  and  of  the  claims  of  Irilh  Catholics  to  any  o- 
ther  privileges  or  advantages,  than  thofe  which  they  then 
enjoyed.  It  ftated,  that  the  Irifh  Catholics  ought  to  be  con- 
tented with  what  they  then  enjoyed  ; that  is,  « the  moil 
perfedl  toleration  of  their  religion,  the  fulleft  fecurity  of 
their  property,  and  the  moil  compleat  perfcnal  liberty;  and 
that  they  ought  not  now,  or  hereafter,  to  attempt  any 
interference  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  as  fuch 
interference  would  be  incompatible  with  the  Proteftant  af- 
cendancy, which  the  members  of  the  corporation  declared 
themfelves  rcfolved,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  main- 
tain.’* And  then  the  letter  defined^ the  precife  meaning  of 
the  words,  Proteftant  afcendancy,  in  the  following  terms  ; 

A Proteftant  King  of  Ireland — A Proteftant  parliament — 
A Proteftant  Hierarchy — Proteftant  Eledlors  and  Govern- 
ment— The  Benches  of  Juftice — The  Army  and  the  Reve- 
nue— Through  all  their  Branches  and  Details,  Protef^ 
tants» 

And  this  fyfteta  fupported  by  a connc£lIon  with  the  Pro- 
teftant Realm  of  Great  Britain. 

In 
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In  this  definition  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  Proteftant 
Afcendancy,  the  corporation  of  Dublin  adhered  fcrupulouP 
ly  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ; thefe  laws  confine  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  enumerated  offices  to  Proteftants  only.  On  the 
night  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty  was  agreed  to,  the  few 
gentlemen  I have  already  fpoken  of,  without  any  apparent 
incitement,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  fubjecf,  then 
rather  difcourfed  of,  than  debated  ; but  merely,  as  I con- 
jeffure,  to  ffiew  their  intention,  to  fupport  any  innovation 
which  might  be  attempted  in  the  confiitiition  in  the  courfe 
of  this  feffion ; and  their  contempt  of  the  opinions  of  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Proteftant  gentry  in  this  kingdom,  broke 
out  into  the  moft  extravagant  inveftives  againft  the  grand 
juries  in  the  kingdom,  and  their  refoiutionsj  that  is,  againft 
the  firft  Proteftant  gentlemen  in  rank,  charafler,  and  pro- 
perty in  this  nation,  and  many  of  them  members  of  this 
houfe,  and  their  opinions  ; and  againft  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin ; the  condudt  of  which,  in  publiftiing  the 
letter  I have  mentioned,  was  not  only  reprobated  in  the 
fevereft  terms,  but  mockery  and  derifion  v/erc  added  to 
abufe  ; not  with  much  fuccefs  indeed,  for  the  principal 
mocker  on  that  occafion,  like  General  Paoli  (as  is  recarded 
by  his  illuftrious  biographer,  Mr.  Bofwell)  never  laughs  ; 
indeed  he  cannot,  the  mufcles  of  his  countenance  cannot 
be  relaxed  to  a laugh,  they  have  been  moulded  to  exprefs 
the  ferious  operations  of  his  mind,  which  never  deviate  into 
the  puerilities  of  mirth  and  humour,  [t  was  alfo  afterted 
publicly  in  this  houfe,  that  the  grand  jurors  of  the  feveral 
counties  in  this  kingdom,  at  the  laft  fummer  aftizes,  were 
packed  by  the  feveral  fheriffs,  by  the  procurement  of 
government ; and  that  jurie?,  fo  packed,  were  folicited  on 
the  part  of  government,  to  enter  into  refolutions  unfavour- 
able to  the  prclent  pretenfions  of  Catholics.  Whatever 
information  then  gentlemen  who  made  thefe  afiertions  in  this 
houfe,  have  had,  to  ground  fuch  an  accufation  on,  I am 
VoL.  II.  D d certain 
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cCjrtam  It  was  falfe  information.  Firfl:,  as  to  packing  grand 
juries,  it  muft  be  falfe,  becaufe  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
poled  the  grand  juries  in  the  feveral  counties,  were  the  Pro- 
teftant  gentry  of  the  firft  rank,  as  to  charafler  and  proper- 
ty, in  their  refpe^tive  counties  ; 2dly,  as  to  influence  of 
government  being  ufed  to  procure  them  to  enter  into  refo- 
lutions  exprefiive  of  their  difapprobation  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  I have  it  in  my  power  to  deny  the  truth  of  it,  be- 
caufe I know  two  particular  counties  in  which  the  influence 
of  men  high  in  flation,  and  firmly  connefled  with  the  pre- 
fent  'Adminiftration,  was  exerted  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
pbflible,  the  grand  juries  of  thefe  two  counties,  from  enter- 
ing Into  any  refolutions  exprefling  their  opinions  of  the 
claims  of  Catholics.  The  letter  publifhed  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  little  merited  the  refle£lions 
thrown  upon  it  by  thefe  gentlemen,  as  the  refolutions  of 
the  grand  juries.  It  is  a letter,  which  the  patriotifm,  and 
good  fenfe  it  exhibits,  together  with  the  clear  nervous  flile 
in  which  it  is  written,  excluflve  of  the  refpeft  due  to  the 
corapofers,  the  firfl:,  moft  ancient,  mofl:  numerous,  mofl 
wealthy,  and  unqueftionably  loyal,  corporation  in  this 
kingdom,  ought  to  have  proteded,  at  leaft  from  the  attacks 
of  contempt  and  deriflen. 

I felt  no  Inclination  to  laugh  at  that  powerful  wltticlfm 
played  off  againfl:  the  letter,  by  the  queftion,  “ Is  it  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  interefl  that  an 
excifeman  fliould  be  a Proteftant  I envy  no  fuch  wit,  nor 
can  I laugh  at  it ; though,  thank  God,  I can  laugh  upon  oc- 
cafion.  I confefs  indeed,  I was  vexed  to  the  heart  to  hear 
the  minifter  in  this  houfe,  by  way  of  clearing  himfelf  from 
the  aecufation  of  having  exerted  influence  with  the  corpora- 
tion of  Dublin,  to  induce  them  to  publifh  this  letter,  de- 
clare his  difapprobation  of  the  letter,  as  I then  thought, 
and  ftill  think,  tliat  every  perfon,  who  has  the  true  intcrefl: 
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of  his  Majefty  and  of  this  kingdom  at  heart,  and  thorough- 
)y  underftands  it,  ought  not  only  to  have  approved  of  the 
i'entimentS'  contained  in  it,  but  to  have  gloried  in  them  ; 
and  1 felt  at  once  the  fenfations  of  the  moil  poignant  pain, 
and  glowing  indignation,  to  iee  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  the  capital  cf  the  kingdom,  and  the  fecond  city 
in  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  publicly  facriflced  at  the  altar  of 
Popery ; and  the  Proteftant  afcendancy  dragged  forth,  like 
Sampfon,  to  make  fport  for  the  Philiilines. 

As  the  gentlemen  I have  alluded  to,  have  held  it  hereto- 
fore as  a maxim,  that  reprefentatives  v/ere  bound  to  purlue 
the  inftruflions  of  their  conflituents,  the  contemptuous  and 
fevere  treatment  the  letter  of  the  city  of  Dublin  had  met 
with,  from  one  or  its  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  lug- 
gefted  to  thefe  gentlemen  the  neceffity  of  fome  expedient, 
to  veil  as  much  as  pofllble  this  notorious  inconflftency  of 
political  conduct  ; and  what  was  the  expedient  reforted  to  ? 
Sometime  ago  a fociety  had  been  formed  in  this  city,  which 
ililed  itfelf,  the  Whigs  of  the  Capital  ; it  was  not  compofed 
of  the  moll  refpe^lable  citizens ; the  conduct  of  this  fociety, 
and  the  defign  of  its  inflitution,  may  be  collected  from  the 
following  anecdote.  The  whigs  of  the  capital  railed  a fub- 
feription,  and  printed,  at  their  own  expehce,  twenty  thouf- 
and  copies  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine’s  works,  which  they  dif- 
tributed  through  the  nation  partly  gratis,  and  partly  at  the 
low  price  of  one  penny  ; this  they  (tiled  difTeminating 
political  knowledge.”  The  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  foon 
difeovered  itfelf,  by  very  general  exprellions  of  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Whigs  of  the  Capital,  and  find- 
ing the  tide  running  pretty  ftrongly  againft  them,  they 
changed  their  courfe,  abandoned  the  title  of  whigs  of  the 
capital,  and  having  procured  fome  gentlemen  of  more  coa- 
fidcration  than  themfelves  to  join  them,  they  formed  a new 
dttb,  undwr  the  title  of  <^the  Society  of  United  Iriihmen.” 
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The  leaven  however  of  the  whigs  of  the  capital,  remained 
incorporated  with  their  fociety,  and  levcral  feditious  pub- 
lications having  appeared  as  their  literary  produ^lions,  his 
Majefty’s  Attorney  General  thought  fit  to  file  informations 
again  ft  feveral  publiftiers  of  thefe  productions  ; and  this 
new  fociety  became  as  unpopular,  and  as  much  reprobated, 
as  the  whigs  of  the  capital.  One  of  the  fhcriffs  of  the  city, 
however,  vras  prevailed  upon  to  aficmblc  this  fociety  into  a 
colFee-houfe  in  this  cityj  and  to  give  them  a new  name,  by 
iViling  them  an  Aggregate  Meeting  of  the  Freemen  and 
Freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin  ; the  whole  faCtion  af- 
fembled  on  this  occalion,  and  amounted  to  about  one  hun- 
dred perfons,  feveral  of  them  of  very  mean  condition, 
and  more  than  one  half  of  them  Roman  Catholics.  A 
firing  of  refolutions  was  then  prefented  to  this  afiembly, 
which  they  readily  agreed  to ; fome  of  which  refolutions 
relating  to  Roman  Catholics,  are  direClly  contrary  to  the 
fentiments  contained  in  the  letter  publifhed  by  the  city  of 
Dublin.  Such  aggregate  meeting  has  been  publicly  declar- 
ed in  parliament  to  be  the  city  of  Dublin  ; and  their  refo- 
lutions of  the  city  of  Dublin  ; but  fuch  political  legerdemain 
is  too  clumfily  performed  to  impofe,  even  on  the  moft  in- 
attentive obferver.  The  changes  in  the  fociety  I have 
mentioned,  put  me  in  mind  of  the  transformations  frequent 
in  the  infeCl  tribe  *,  firft  an  aureiia,  then  a grub,  and  then  a 
butterfly. 

I cannot  forbe.ar  to  make  a few  more  obfervations  on  the 
parliamentary  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  I have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of,  cn  this  occalion  ; they  tell  us  (on  what  authority  I 
knew  not)  that  the  Englifli  minifter  has  declared  his  fove- 
reign  will  and  pleafure,  that  the  Irifti  parliament  fhould 
grant  every  privilege  to  the  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  they 
fhall  pleafe  to  demand,  and  that  therefore  we  muft  comply: 
And  they  declare  themfelves  ready  to  fecond  fuch  views  of 

the 
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the  Englifh  mmifter  : What  confifiency  of  parliamentary 
eondudf  do  thefe  gentlemen  difplay  1 They  have  been  de- 
claiming for  a feries  of  years,  againfl  the  influence  of  the 
Englifh  miniflry  in  this  houfe  ; now  they  openly  tell  us, 
that  we  mufl:  obey  the  diflates  of  the  £ngli,lh  minifler ; and 
that  they  are  ready  to  obey  them  themfelves  even  to  the 
ruin  of  the  nation  ; they  tell  us,  with  the  utmofl  exultation 
and  triuinpli,  that  the  Englifli  minifler  has  abandoned  the 
fupport  of  the  Froteflant  interefl;  iu  Ireland,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  exalt  Popery  on  its  ruins  ; if  the  cafe  be  fo,  which 
I confefs  I do  not  believe,  we  have  procured  the  enmity  of 
the  Englifli  miniflry,  by  the  machinations  of  thefe  gentle- 
men themfelves,  and  the  fyftem  of  politics  which  their  fa- 
tal oratory  has  perfuaded  this  nation  to  adopt,  for  a feries 
of  years  lafl  pafl ; from  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  the  Eighth  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  there 
is  a number  of  afts  of  the  Irifla  parliament,  all  yet  unre- 
pealed, which  declare  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  in- 
feparably  annexed,  united,  and  belonging  to,  and  depend* 
ant  upon,  the  imperial  crown  of  England  ; and  yet  thefe 
gentlemen  have  been  contriving  ways  and  means  for  thefe 
feveral  years  laffc  pad  to  weaken  and  deflroy  the  fovereign- 
ty  of  the  crown  of  England  over  this  country  *,  they  have 
turned  haberdafhers  of  all  the  Anti-Engllfli  meafures  which 
have  been  purfued  in  this  kingdom  at  any  time  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firfl,  and  dealt 
out  to  us  by  retail,  all  the  motions  tending  to  fepsrate  and 
divide  this  kingdom  for  ever  from  the  Britifh  empire, 
heretofore  made  by  Lord  Maeguire,  Sir  Phelim  O’Neil, 
and  their  adherents,  (the  authors  and  contrivers  of  the  re- 
bellion and  maflacre  of  the  Froteftants  of  this  country  in  the 
year  1641)  in  the  Irifli  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
They  actually  induced  this  parliament  to  enafl  into  laws, 
fome  of  the  afls  of  the  Popifli  convention,  alTembled  in  this 
city  of  King  James  the  Second,  after  his  abdication,  and 
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iViIed  by  him  a parliament  ; and  they  have  propoled  others 
of  them  to  this  houfe,  as  proper  to  be  ena(rted  ; which,  if 
cnafSted,  would  root  all  the  Proteftant  clergy  out  of  this 
kingdom  ; inthefe  laft,  they  have  as  yet  mifearried,  and 
coiiftantly  complain  of  the  mifearriage  in  their  lift  of  griev- 
ances, recited  with  great  folemnity  and  exadnefs,  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  every  feflion.  If  then,  thefc  gentlemen  are 
patriots,  fa  were  Lord  Maeguire,  and  Sir  Phelim  O’Neil, 
and  fo  were  the  members  of  the  Eopifti  convention,  af- 
fembled  by  King  James,  all  whofe  a(fts  were  annulled,  and 
their  proceedings  ordered  to  be  burned,  by  the  Irifh  aff  of 
the  7th  of  William,  chap,  the  3d,  part  of  which  I fhall  re- 
cite to  you,  to  fliew  what  the  opinion  of  your  forefathers 
was  of  this  convention  and  their  acls.  “ It  ftates,  that  no 
parliament  can  be  holden  in  this  kingdom,  but  by  and  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  King  of  England  ; becaufe  the 
kingdom  of  Irelandis  infeparably  annexed,  united,  and 
belonging  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England;  from  v/hence 
it  follows  that  whoever  is  king  of  England  is,  ipfo  faEloy 
King  of  Ireland  ; it  ftates,  that  feve-ral  perfons  had  affemb- 
led  in  Dublin,  by  the  authority  of  the  late  King  James  the 
Second,  and  they  pretended  to  be,  and  called  themfelves 
by  the  name  of  a Parliament ; and  pafied  feveral  pretended 
afts  and  ftatutes,  all  which  pretended  acls  were  formed  and 
deftgned,  in  manifeft  oppofition  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
crown  of  England,  and  for  the  utter  deftruclion  of  the  Pro- 
teftant intereft  in  this  kingdom  ; and  it  enafls,  that  this 
convention  was  an  unlawful  and  rebellious  aftembly,  and 
that  all  it's  acls  and  proceedings  fhould  be  void,  erafed  out 
of  the  journals,  and  burned.”  Let  me  juft  flop  hereto 
contemplate  the  different  fates  of  patriots  in  different  ages  : 
The  Irifh  patriots.  Lord  Maeguire,  Sir  Phelim  O’Neil,  and 
their  adherents,  perilhed  on  a gibbet;  the  members  of  the 
convention  in  1698,  perilhed  by  the  fword,  or  were  pun- 
lihsd  by  confifeation  and  exile;  but  the  Irifh  patriots  of  the 
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prefent  day  who  have  adopted  their  politics,  and  retailed 
their  fpceches  and  motions,  are  loaded  with  riches,  and 
decorated  with  honours.  Upon  the  whole  then,  it  is  very 
apparent  that  if  the  Englifh  miniftry  have  abandoned  the 
Proteftant  interell  in  Ireland,  as  thefe  gentlemen  afTert, 
they  have  been  induced  to  do  fo,  by  the  ungrateful  and  un- 
dutiful  conduct  which  the  very  gentlemen,  who  now  glory, 
in  the  depreflion  of  the  Irilh  Proteftant  intereft,  have 
led  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  to  adopt,  in  refpefl  to  Great 
Britain  ; and  that  they  themfelves  reduced  the  Irifh  Protef- 
tants to  the  fituation  of  the  fheep  in  the  fable,  whom 
the  wolves,  by  falfe  profeffions  prevailed  on  to  difeharge 
their-  dogs  and  their  fhepherds,  and  then  worried  and  de- 
voured. 

The  rpeech  from  the  throne  does  not  however  warrant, 
the  alTertions  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  the  miniftry  of  Eng-, 
land  have  abandoned  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ireland ; 
and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Englifti  minifter  that  we 
fhall  grant  the  Irifh  Catholics  all  privileges  they  may  think 
fit  to  demand.  It  defires  us  only  “ fsrioufty  to  confider 
the  fituation  of  the  Irllli  Catholics,  and  confider  it  with 
liberality  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrengthening  and  cementing  a 
general  union  offentiment  among  all  claftes  and'deferiptions 
of  his  Majefty^s  fubje<ft3,  in  fupport  of  the  eftabliftied  con- 
ftitutlon,”  and  the  LordLieutenant  in  the  fpeech  declares, 

that  he  will  ftrenuoufly  exert  the  power  with  which  he 
is  entrufted,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate,  as  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  liberty  of  the 
fubje£l:,  and  the  profperity  of  Ireland.’^  And  I have,  accord- 
ing to  the  recommendation  in  the  fpeech,  fcrioufly  con- 
fidered  the  real  ftate  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  I 
find  to  be  a ftate  of  perfedl  lecuricy  both  of  their  liberty  and 
property  ; and  not  that  ftate  untruly  depidied,  in  that  falfe 
and  acrimonious  libel,  their  petition  to  his  Majefty.  The 
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opinion  I have  formed  on  the  whole  matter,  is  that  it  is 
utterly  inconliftent  with  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  the 
prefent  Irifh  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  true  intereft  of  the  whole  Britifh  em- 
pire to  inveft  the  Catholics  with  any  other  privileges  than 
they  noware  by  law  entitled* to,  and  I will  therefore  op- 
pofe  this  bill,  in  every  ftage  of  it  j convinced  as  I am  in  my 
confcience,  that  by  a<Ebng  thus,  I do  my  duty  to  my  God, 
my  king  and  my  country.  I utterly  from  my  heart  difclaim 
the  operation  on  my  mind,  of  any  partial  or  interefted  / 
views,  in  thus  forming  and  delivering  my  fentiments  on  this 
occafion.  I oppofc  the  prefent  pretenfions  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  confidering  them  in  the  light  of  a great  politic 
cal  body,  which  it  is  not  only  dangerous,  but  deftru£live  to 
the  conltitution,  further  to  encourage,  or  to  flrengthcn  by 
the  accumulation  of  new  privileges.  In  thus  publicly  de- 
claring my  fentiments,  I even  do  (ome  violence  to  my  pri- 
vate feelings  and  connefiions,  as  I live  in  the  ftrifleft  inti-  ' 
macy  and  friendfliip  with  feveral  Roman  Catholics,  for 
whom  1 have  the  fincerefi:  regard  and  efte^m,  knowing 
them  to  be  perfons  of  the  greatefl  worth,  integrity  and 
honour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIL 


Continuation  of  the  fjjion  of  — parliamentary  proceed^ 

Ings  rcfpeEllng  a refonn^Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
Into  the  fate  of  the  reprefentatlon'^Debate  open'd  by  Mr, 

Grattan His  Speech — Refolutions  moved  by  hlm—-^ 

Speeches  of  Mr,  Forhes-^Hon.  M.  Stuart — The  Pnvif-^ 
Sir.  fo  Blaquisre — J\4r,  JDuquery — Mr,  Curran,  l^c. 


WITHSTANDING  the  oppofition  which  the  fe- 
veral  attempts  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
met  with — they  were  eventually  reftored  to  privileges  which 
placed  them  on  nearly  the  fame  footing  with  Protellant  fub- 
je£ts — the  legiflative  power  excepted. — 

The  fubje£t  of  parliamentary  reform  continued  flill  to 
engage  the  public  mind ; and  during  the  feflion  whofe  pro- 
ceedings we  have  noticed  in  the  laft  chapter — the  houfe  of 
Commons  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a committee,  to  enquire  into 
the  {late  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment. 

The  debate  in  this  committee,  was  opened  by  Mr.  Grat- 
tan, who  fpoke  as  follows  5 — 

I will  not  fay  that  this  is  the  moft  important  fubje£l  that 
was  ever  agitated  in  this  houfe — I do  remember,  in  1782. 
another  fubjedl  of  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  moment.  Th& 
queftion  then  was,  whether  Ireland  fhouid  be  governed  by 
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the  parliament  of  another  country,  and  the  prefent  Is,  whe- 
ther the  fhould  enjoy  a Parliament  of  her  own?  As  the 
fubjcdl  of  parliamentary  reform  is  now  pofted,  ’tis  impoffible 
for  government  to  retreat  from  it.  Their  declarations  the 
4th  day  of  the  feffion — the  words  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
Secretary — the  liberal  grants  of  the  houfc,  have  eftabliflied 
the  neceflity  of  acceding  to  a reform  in  parliament,  and. 
have  fealed  the  doom  of  every  rotten  borough  in  the  king-- 
dom  ; hence  I coliefl  two  things  ; that  parliament  fhould 
be  reformed — that  the  reform  muft  take  place  this  feffion. 
Here  let  us  appeal  to  gentlemen  converfant  with  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  ; do  not  they  think  fo  ? Are  they  not 
convinced  of  it — don’t  they  know — have  they  not  declared 
that  their  conftituents  do  now  expert  a reform  of  parliament, 
and  that  it  is  a meafure  not  more  neceffiary  for  their  free- 
dom than  their  felicity  ? Having  mentioned  the  ftatc  of  the 
cueffion,  I will  advert  to  the  Hate  of  your  reprefentation — 
it  is  fhort  : Of  three  hundred  members,  above  two  hundred 
are  returned  by  individuals ; from  forty  to  fifty  arc  returned 
by  ten  perfons  ; feveral  of  your  boroughs  have  no  refident 
elector  at  all,  fome  of  them  have  but  one  ; and,  on  the 
whole,  two  thirds  of  the  reprefentatives  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons  are  returned  by  lefs  than  one  hundred  perfons  ! 
This  is  not  that  antient,  that  venerable  conflitution  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons.  It  is  not  even  an  ariftocracy.  It  is 
an  oligarchy.  It  is  not  an  oligarchy  of  property,  but  of 
accident ; not  of  prefeription,  but  of  innovation.  Here 
again  I appeal  to  the  confeious  conviction  of  every  man  who 
hears  me  ; and  I alTert  two  propofitions,  which  can  nei- 
ther be  denied  nor  defended  : Firft,  that  the  majority  of 
the  reprefentatives  are  chofen  by  individuals  ; fecond,  that 
a great  proportion  of  them  arc  afterward  endowed  by  the 
crown.  And  it  follows,  that,  in  our  prefent  flate  of  re- 
prefentation, the  houfc  of  Commons  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  people. 


Ill 
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In  defence  of  fucli  aftate,  three  arguments  are  advanced^ 
Firft,  its  antiquity — antiquity!  an  eftabliiliinent  you  would 
imagine  that  took  place  in  Saxon  times,  in  the  age  of  the 
ConfefTor,  or  after  the  Englilh  intercourfe  with  Ireland,  at 
the  time  of  the  charter  of  John,  or  the  reign  of  Edward— 
No  1 James  the  Firft,  was  the  King  who  made  above  forty 
of  thofe  private  boroughs,  In  the  year  1613,  the  members 
returned  to  parliament  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-two ; 
fince  which  time  fixty-eight  members  have  been  added,  all 
by  the  houfe  of  Stuart  5 one  by  Anne,  four  by  James  the 
Second  ; moft  of  the  remainder  by  Charles  the  Firft,  with 
a view  to  religious  diftintftions,  and  by  Charles  the  Second, 
with  a view  to  perfpnal  favour.  If  you  look  to  antiquity, 
therefore,  the  boroughs  ftand  on  bad  ground.  The  form  of 
your  conftitutlon  was  twelve  counties,  eftablifhed  in  the 
reign  of  King  John.  Henry  the  Eighth,  added  one  ; Mary 
two  *,  and  Elizabeth,  feventeen.  Since  which  time  your 
counties  received  no  addition  whatfoever,  though  between 
the  year  1613  and  the  prefent,  the  borough  intereft  has 
received  an  addition  of  fixty-eight  members ; which  is 
more  than  double  the  whole  of  the  county  reprefenta-. 
tion. 


The  great  divifion  on  this  fubje£l  is  cities  or  boroughs, 
where  the  grant  was  to  burgeftes  and  freemen  indefinite ; 
or  to  a limited  number  of  burgeftes,  feldom'  exceeding 
twelve,  in  whom  the  right  of  cleflion  was  confined.  The 
former  are  boroughs  intended  to  be  free,  and  the  latter  in- 
tended to  be  otherwife.  The  number  of  the  former,  I ap- 
prehend to  be  above  forty,  and  where  they  have  become 
what  we  underftand  to  be  intended  by  the  word  clofe  bo- 
roughs” they  have  departed  from  the  intention  of  the  grant, 
and  ought  purfuant  to  the  meaning  of  that  grant  to  be 
opened.  The  other  clafs,  which  1 apprehend  to  be  above 
forty,  are  in  their  origin  vicious — it  is  a monopoly — like 
any  of  the  other  monopolies  of  James  L— a grant  in  its  na- 
ture 
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ture  criminal.  Mofl:  of  the  forty  borough?,  created  by 
Jame  II.  were  fo.  It  appears  from  the  grants  themfelvesj 
that  they  were  intended  to  be  private  property  ; they  were 
granted  as  a perfonal  reward  for  doing  foine  fpecified  tranf- 
a(5Iion.  Such  a grant  could  ftand,  I apprehend,  on  no 
principle  whatfoever.  Thefc  with  thofe  made  by  Charles 
the  Firft,  became  a fubjefl  of  complaint  j they  were  moft  of 
them  made  on  the  eve  of  calling  a parliament,  and  fome  of 
them  not  fealed  till  after  the  writs  of  fummons  had  ilTucd, 
and  were  fo  loudly  complained  of  that  Charles  the  Firft  had 
promifed  to  fubmit  a plan  to  the  coufideration  of  parliament. 
Thus  are  thefe  two  defcriptioxis  of  boroughs  ; the  one  in- 
tended to  be  free  by  the  grant,  and  rendered  clofe  by  the 
proprietor  ; the  other  intended  to  be  clofe  by  the  grant, 
and  rendered  vicious  by  the  principles  of  the  law.  The 
firft  fet  of  boroughs  are  liable  to  be  queftioned  for  depart- 
ing from  their  original  purpofe,  and  the  laft  for  adhering 
to  it. 

Let  us  compare  the  ftate  of  thefe  boroughs  with  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution.  The  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution  arefacred,  its  organization  accidental.  Are  thefe  de- 
fenflble  on  the  ground  of  population  or  property,  or  popu- 
lation and  property  mixed  ? Population  is  out  of  the  cafe  j 
and  as  to  property,  we  will  fuppofe  two  hundred  members 
returned  by  one  hundred  individuals;  what  property  do  the 
former  reprefent.  Suppofe  the  property  of  thefe  individu- 
als is  4,o«o/.  per  annum  ; they  reprefent  400,00®/.  and 
vote  near  2,ooo,®oo/.  taxes  on  the  people.  They  are  two- 
thirds  of  the  houfe  voting  near  2,000,000/.  and  not  repre- 
fenting  half  a million.  But  if  you  add  what  is  received  back 
again  in  place  or  penfion,  you ' will  find  it  comes'  nearly  to 
this — that  the  majority  tax  others  and  not  their  conftituents. 
Take  it  in  a ftrongcr  light;  it  is  well  known  that  near  forty 
perfons  are  returned  by  above  ten  individuals,  fomewhat 

more 
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niore  than  the  fixth  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  reprefenting 
that  quantity  of  property  anci  population.  By  the  old  con- 
ftitutions,  the  conftituents  paid  their  reprefentatives — try 
the  prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation  by  that  teft.  ^ 

Could  the  one  hundred  individuals  pay  the  two  hundred 
members  ? Could  the  ten  individuals  pay  the  forty  mem- 
bers ? So  far  from  any  right  on  the  principle  of  property 
to  fend  fo  many  members  to  parliament  to  pay  the  ftate, 
they  could  not  pay  the  members.  The  argument,  therefore, 
can  ftand  no  examination;  neither  the  teft  of  property,  nor 
population,  nor  antiquity  of  thefe  boroughs  have  been  ef- 
tablifhed  by  accident,  by  humour,  by  ignorance,  and  by 
favour,  without  any  regard  to  property,  population,  or  any 
one  principle  of  conftitution.  The  fecond  argument  in  their 
favour  is,  that  they  have  worked  well;  that  the  conftitution 
has  flouriflied  under  rotten  boroughs.  I beg  to  confider 
the  operations  of  the  conftitution  on  the  public  welfare  and 
on  private  property. 

As  to  public  welfare,  I acknowledge  many  beneficial  a£ls, 
wholefome  regulations,  and  one  great  revolution,  but  may 
I be  fufFered  to  think  that  the  redemption  of  this  country 
had  been  more  fpeedily  eftablilhed,  the  good  of  this  country 
more  uniformly  purfued,  and  with  lefs  intervals  of  incon- 
fiftency,  if  parliament  had  been  conftituted  more  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  As  it  is  conftituted, 
to  me  its  ordinary  operation  appears  defective,  its  raptures 
fuccefsful,  and  its  relapfes  difgraceful. 

You  have  certain  committees — committees  of  courts  of 
juftices  ; have  they  a£led  ? Committees  of  trade;  have  they 
aifted  ? What  was  the  cafe  of  the  Eaft  India  trade  ? Com- 
mittees of  grievances  ; have  they  adled  ? It  appears  to  me 
that  the  fundions  of  the  houfe  of  Coromons  would  be  dif- 
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charged  with  more  beneht'to  the  public,  and  more  honour 
to  itfelf,  under  a conftitution  by  reprefentation,  than  a con- 
jlitution  by  boroughs.  I have  had  opportunities  to  fpeak  to 
the  growth  of  theexpences  of  Government.  I have  (hewn,, 
without  the  probability  of  contradiflion,  that  in  feven  years 
you  have,  in  thofe  expences  aloncj  exceeded  your  eflimates, 

• in  the  fum  of  163,000/.  I did  not  form  my  comparifon 
with  the  aflual  expence  of  1784;  if  I had,  the  excels  had 
been  greater,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  civil  eftablifh- 
mcnts,  which  was,  in  the  year  1784,  174,000/.  and  the  ex- 
ccfs  therefore  33,000/.  not  17,000,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  pleafed  to  mention.  But  I mentioned  a pro- 
grefs  of  expence  ftillmore  ftriking,  that  fince  the  year  1 769, 
you  have  encreafed  your  annual  charge,  including  debt, 
more  in  proportion  than  Great  Britain,  notwithftanding  the 
American  war,  and  all  her  armaments.  But  the  evil  effefls 
on  private  fortunes  of  this  fpecies  of  reprefentation  are  more 
fenfibly  felt,  and  more  readily  underftobd  ; thofe  who  have 
contefted  boroughs,  thofe  who  have  repeatedly  obtained 
feats  in  this  houfe  for  boroughs,  may  find  in  their  mortgages 
an  anfwer  to  the  admirers  of  the  prefent  fyftem.  I may  aver, 
without  fear  of  contradi£tion,  that  the  expences  of  eleflion 
and  returns  of  parliament  are  fo  ruinous,  that  no  private 
fortune  can  fupport  them  5 that  the  expence  for  obtaining 
returns  for  a borough,  except  under  the  gift  of  a patron, 
are  fo  great,  as  no  private  fortune  can  fuftain  5 that  thefe 
expences  encreafe  with  the  powers  of  the  conftitution.  I 
have  heard  that  feats  in  this  houfe,  forty  years  ago,  were 
obtained  for  600/.  I have  heard  they  now  coft  3000/.  and 
you  know  thefe  expences  arc  ultimately  paid  by  the  public. 
Hence  arifes  what  we  often  lamented,  the  trade  of  parlia- 
ment, a trade  in  which  the  dealer  does  not  make  6/.  per 
cent,  by  his  money,  with  all  the  other  facrifices  of  honour, 
&c,  I wifti  to  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  this  trade,  in 
which  the  political  morality  , as  well  as  the  freedom  of  the 

country, 
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country,  arc  intimately  concerned.  I (hall  be  told  there  have 
been  exceptions  to  this  expence;  I feel  it;  but  I feel  alio  that 
the  expence  is  the  rule,  and  the  faving  an  exception.  The 
property  of  boroughs,  the  fale  of  boroughs,  the  fale  of  ho- 
nours, fale  of  votes,  private  embarrafflnents,  and  public 
fervility  ; all  will  be  corrected  by  the  reform  of  parliament, 
and  the  conftitution  under  its  defe£tive  ftate,  fo  far  from 
working  as  well  as  gentlemen  have  flattered  themfelves, 
has  been  attended,  with  a growth  of  public  expence,  equalled 
only  by  an  accumulation  of  private  difficulties.  The  third 
argument  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  fyftem  is,  that  gentlemen 
cannot  agree  about  a better.  W e agree  In  what  we  con- 
demn ; we  cannot  well  dlff«r  in  the  principle  on  which  we 
are  to  reform.  We  agree,  I apprehend,  that  twelve  bur- 
gefies  fhould  not  return  two  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment. That  is,  we  agree  in  the  deftru£lion  of  clofe  bo- 
roughs. We  agree  on  the  principle  which  is  to  conduct 
your  compafies,  a mafs  of  propertied  people — the  precife 
number  only  be  a fubje£l  of  difcufiion  ; but  we  agree  that 
we  are  to  look  to  a mafs  of  people  having  property.  How 
far  we  are  to  go,  and  what  geographical  line,  whether  the 
circle  of  a county,  or  any  lelTer  circumfeription,  may  be  a 
fubjed  of  difcufiion,  but  not  of  difeord. 

We  cannot  differ  about  the  propriety  of  refidence — of 
extending  the  right  of  franchife  to  freemen  by  birth,  mar- 
riage, or  the  exerclfe  of  a trade  for  a certain  time.  Per- 
haps we  fhall  not  differ  on  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
right  of  voting  to  landholders  for  years,  having  a certain 
valuable  intereft — an  univerfal  regiftry — eIe£lions  to  be  li- 
mited in  time,  and  to  be  carried  on  in  different  places  at 
once  ; an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  candidate,  and  to  be  re- 
peated at  your  bar,  by  the  member  ; 
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That  he  has  not  been  at  any  czpence  whatfocver,  nor 
paid  any  fum  whatfoever,  to  procure  his  return,  by  himfelf 
or  others/* 

Thefe,  with  fome  other  regulations,  when  added  to  an  in- 
ternal reform,  which  ftiould  exclude  officers  of  the  revenue, 
and  a long,  &c.  which  my  friend  will  explain,  and  which 
will  reduce  the  influence  by  excluding  all  penfioners  for 
years,  and  placemen,  except  luch  as  are  in  higher  depart- 
ments ; ffiew,  I think,  that  the  fubjeft,  however  it  may 
have  been  fuppofed  to  be  involved  in  difficulties,  yet  contains 
the  principles  cf  concord. 

Thefe  broad  principles  carried  into  execution,  muft  in- 
fure  you  that  conhitution,  temperate  at  once  and  pure, 
founded  on  the  true  principles  of  property,  with  population, 
including  what  Is  well  underftood  by  the  words,  ‘‘ confti- 
tutional  public,**  giving  to  every  farmer  a fort  of  flation  in 
his  country  ; and  to  every  landlord  an  intereft  'to  give  an 
encouraging  leafe.  Thus,  the  reform  of  Parliament  may 
be  a good  fyftem  of  agriculture,  as  well  as  of  liberty. 
Thefe  prmciples,  I fay,  carried  into  execution,  may  pro- 
duce that  fteady  calm  in  the  minds  of  men,  which  refults 
from  the  fenfeof  a good  conilitution,  and  the  benefits  of  an 
honeft  reprefentation. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  read  three  refolutions,  and  moved  the 
firfi  9 

Rcfolved,  That  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  is  at- 
tended with  great  and  heavy  charges  and  payments,  in  con- 
fequence  of  ele£lions  and  returns  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  and  that  faid  abufes  ought  to  be  aboliffied. 

Refolved,  That  of  the  three  hundred  members  defied 
to  ferve  in  parliament,  the  counties,  and  counties  of  cities, 

and 
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and  towns,  together  with  the  univerfity,  return  eighty-four 
members,  and  that  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  fixteen, 
are  returned  by  boroughs  and  manors. 

‘‘  Refolvedj  That  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentatlon  of  the 
people  in  parliament  requires  amendment.” 

The  refolution  was  oppofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  objei3“^  on  account  of  the  danger 
of  teaching  the  public  to  defpife  the  prcfent  fyftem  before 
a better  one  was  provided.  The  houfe  ought  not  to  decide 
thus  on  the  great  objedl  of  their  enquiry  before  they  had 
made  any  enquiry  at  all ; and  before  they  had  a remedy  pro- 
vided to  apply  to  the  evil.  If  they  adopted  fuch  a re- 
folution, they  would  degrade  the  parliament,  and  would 
their  laws  then,  he  alked,  be  cheerfully  obeyed  ? Ke  would 
not  be  underftood  by  this  to  oppofe  a parliamentary  reform; 
but  he  would  not  pledge  himfelf  to  fupport  he  knew  not 
what.  He  thought  it  was  not  necelTary  to  degrade  parlia- 
meut  in  order  to  correft  it.  It  had  frequently  amended 
itfelf,  but  never  had  adopted  fuch  a preparatory  refolution 
as  this.  He  quoted  the  o<51:ennial  bill,  and  that  for  deter- 
mining on  contefted  eleflions  by  trial  of  jury,  as  inftances 
where  parliament  had  corrected  itfelf  without  degrading  its 
character.  He  exhorted  gentlemen  to  imitate  this  example 
now,  and  to  introduce  any  plan  they  had  of  reform,  with- 
out palling  this  refolution. 

Under  the  pre Tent  ftate  of  the  reprefentatlon,  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  country  had  increafed  as  much  as  it  could  have 
done  under  any  other  reprefenlation  whatfoever  *,  and  as  to 
liberty,  the  Englifh  a<^s  which  were  adopted  at  and  lince 
1782,  (hewed  that  the  Iridi  parliament  was  as  well  inclined 
to  the  people  in  that  refpe£V,  as  any  parliament  could  be  in 
whatfoever  manner  they  might  be  chofen.  Before  gentle- 
VoL.  II.  E e men 
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men  meddled  with  the  defe(n:s  of  the’  parliament,  he  \rould 
advife  them^  to  do  juftice  to  its  a^s.  If  parliament  were  de- 
graded by  this  refokition,  whatever  plan  of  .reform  they 
might  afterward?]  adopt,  would  not  be  refpecled  ; it  would 
only  create  new  demands  and  new  embaralTments.  Bv  all 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  a parlTamentary  reform  ; 
but  to  prevent  premature  and  iinneceflary  decifion.  The 
wife  way  would  be  to  produce  a fyftem  of  reform  ; bv  it  to 
remove  the  exiting  defedls,  not  to  libel  them.  He  caution- 
ed gentlemen  of  appealing  from  that  houfe  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  finally  moved,  as  an  ainendment,  the  following  : 

Pvefolved,  that  under  the  prefgnt  fydem  of  reprefentati- 
on,  the  privileges  of  the  people,  the  trade,  and  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  country,  have  greatly,  encreafed,  and  that  if- 
any  plan  be  produced  likely  to  encreafe  thofe  advantages^ 
and  not  hazard  what  we  already  pofTefs,  it  ought  to  he  ta-, 
ken  into  the  moft  ferious  cen^derationd’ 

Mr.  Forbes  objefeed  to  the  amendment,  as  it  was  per, 
fe<5lly  unparliamentary  to  move  as  an  amendment  what  went 
entirely  to  fuperfede  the  original  motion.. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  in  a very  able  fpcech,  reprobated 
that  kind  of  little  fpecial  pleading,  by  which  the  adminiftra- 
tion  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  every  great  conftitutional 
queflion.  Parliament,  he  faid,  would  not  at  all  be  injured 
by  the  adoption  of  his  right  honourable  friend’s  motion,  for. 
both  in  the  houfe  and  out  of  it,  in  this  country  and  in  Eng- 
land, the  fact  was  known,  that  a reformation  wa?  necefTary. 
He  defended  the  refolution,  'and  alfo  the  twp  others  which 
were  to  follow  it,  very  happily  ; declared  it  was  not  from 
a love  of  theoretic  perfection  that  he  was  a friend  to  reform, 
but  becaufe  he  faw  that,  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  the 
■great  ends  of  reprefentation  were  not  anfwered ; for  the 
public  voice  did  ftot  operate  finally  and  with  effect  on  the 
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reprefent^tlve  aiTembly.  The  prefent  borougli  ryflcm  pre- 
vented the  people  from  having  any  tie  or  influence  over  the  , 
leprefentativcs  ; it  alfo  prevented  the  Crown  from  having  a 
power  of  appeal  to  the  people,  and  thus  fubjugated  it  to  the 
will  of  an  ariflocratic  combination.  A reform  was  much 
lefs  neceflary  in  England  than  here,  for  the  conftitution  of 
Ireland  was  much  worfe  than  that  of  England, 

He  then  threw  out  an  idea  of  reform,  which  had  oc- 
curred to  him  recently,  and:  which  therefore  was  not  ma- 
tured. It  was  that  of  giving  to  the  county  eleflors  the  pow- 
er of  returning  all  the  members  now  returned  within  the 
county  for  boroughs  ; allowing,  however,  to  each  elector  a 
voice  only  for  one  member.  He  was  againfl:  an  internal  re- 
form of  parliament  without  an  external  one  *,  for  fuch  a re- 
form would  only  fubjugate  the  country  to  the  borough 
monopolifts,  and  he  would  much  rather  have  the  power 
placed  in  the  Crown  than  in  them.  He  advifed  miniflers 
to  meet  this  fubjeift  fairly  and  freely ; for  the  reform  of 
parliament,  founded  as  it  was  in  realon  and  juftice,  would 
ultimately  eftablifli'itfelf. 

The  Secretary  of  fl:ate'{the  Provofll  faid,  he  was  not 
in  the  houfe  when  this  refolution  pafled  for  inquiring,  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  into  the  ftate  of  the  repre- 
fentatioa.  He  underflood  that  right  honourable  gentlemen 
in  high  offices  had  flood  forward  on  that  occaflon,  and  de- 
clared theml’elves  friends  to  a reform  in  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  order,  as  it  now  flood,  was  an 
amendment  moved  by  an  honourable  gehtkman  in  a con- 
fiderable  office  under  government  ; bethought,  therefore, 
that  the  gentlemen  at  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  were  not: 
entitled  to  the  whole  credit  of  this  meafure,  but  that  thofe 
with  whom  he  ufually  afted,  were  to  have  their  ffiare  in  it, 
and  were  bound  to  give  it  every  proper  fu^port.  It  was  not 
now  the  queftion;  wkether  it  was  wife  to  agitate  the  public 
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mind  by  the  Inveftigatlon  of  this  rubje<Sl  that  had  been  al- 
ready determined.  The  houfe  had  refolved  on  the  enquiry, 
and  had  he  been  prefent,  he  would  have  been  induced, 
from  the  prefent  date  of  this  country,  and  from  the  ex- 
ample of  fo  many  gentlemen  in  high  ofEces  under  govern- 
ment, to  have  agreed  to  it,  having  thought  it  wile  to  enter 
into  this  fubjedl  in  fo  folemn  a manner  ; we  ought  to  con- 
Cder  it  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  deliberation,  and  draw 
no  conclulion  without  firil  ftating  the  premifes  on  which  it 
was  founded  To  the  refolution  refpecting  the  injurious 
conlequences  to  individuals  and  the  public,  occafioned  by 
the  expences  of  eleflions,  he  faw  no  objection : Ths  faf^ 
was  acknowledged,  and  be  thought  a proper  election  bill 
would  be  a good  ftep  to  a reform  in  the  reprcfentations  \ 
the  other  refolution,  as  to  the  number  of  reprefentatives  re- 
turned from  counties,  and  from  great  cities  and  great  townsjj 
was  a truth,  and  he  faw  no  objection  to  their  folving  it ; 
but  to.  refolve  that  the  reprefentation  required  amendment, 
without  hearing  any  evidence,  or  dating  any  fafts,  was  ta, 
determine  without  inquiry,  and  was  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  order  under  which  the  hoafe  had  gone  into  a 
committee.  He  believed  the  fact  to  be  true,  but  that  was 
not  enough  on  a fabject  of  fo  much  importance  *,  the  ftate- 
mentsofthe  fa>5ls  would  give  the  greateft  weight  to  any 
plan.'of  rffcrm  that  may  be  thought  practicable.  The  re- 
prefentation of  Ireland  had  been  compared  to  that  of  Great 
Britain,  but  he  thought  molt  unjuftly  ; but  the  latter  could 
be  traced  in  the  time , of  Britons,  Saxons  and  Normans, 
though  various  tenures,  ancient -ufages,  immemorial  pre- 
fcriptions,  feveral  great  charters,  and  many  aCts  of  the  le- 
gillature,  from  the  earlielt  periods  of  the  hiltory  of  the 
kingdom,  to  the  aft  of  union.  He  confelTed,  that  in  feve- 
ral inflances  boroughs  has  been  incorporated  there  by  royal 
charters,  but  obferved,  that  as  to  the  legality  of  this  pre- 
rogative, differeiU  opinions  had  been  entertained  by  authors 
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of  great  charafter.  The  lall  exertion  of  this  prerogailve, 
was  in  the  creation  of  the  borough  of  Newark,  by  Charles 
the  Second;  and  though  in  the  year  1676,  the  Englifli 
houfe  of  Commons  determined  to  receive  the  members, 
yet  the  oppofition  to  it  was  fo  ftrong,  and  the  minority  fo 
conhderable,  that  this  was  the  lad  attempt  made  to  exsr- 
cife  the  prerogative  in  that  manner  ; but  what  was  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  reprefentation  in  this  country?  He  could  in- 
form gentlemen  with  fome  accuracy,  having  thought  it  his 
duty,  when  he  took  a more  active  part  in  public  buhnefs,  to 
extract  from  all  the  borough  charters  at  the  Rolls  Office 
their  material  contents.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  in 
the  thirty  fourtli  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth  was  one  hun- 
dred ; to  this  number  Mary  and  Elizabeth  added  about 
forty-eight,  but  of  thefe  there  were  nineteen  counties,  of 
which  Elizabeth  had  eftablilhed  feventeen,  a mode  of  re- 
prefentation worthy  the  charaefter  of  that  great  princefs.  In 
the  firfl:  parliament  of  James  the  Fird,  held  in  1613,  the 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  were  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  ; the  lad  creation  of  a borough  was  by  Queen 
Anne,  who  created  one  only.  For  the  difference  between 
the  number  of  reprefentatives  at  the  acceffion  of  James  and 
the  prefent  number  of  three'  hundred,  the  houfe  of  Stuart 
is  refpondble.  One  half  of  the  reprefentatives  were  made 
by  them,  and  made  by  the  exertion  of  prerogative  ; of  thofe 
James  made  forty  at  one  f^roke,  mod  of  them  at  the  eve  of 
a parliament,  and  fome  after  the  writs  of  fummons  had  iffu- 
ed.  The  Commons  in  that  parliament  exprefsed  their 
doubts  whether  thofe  boroughs  had  the  power  of  returning 
members  to  fit  in  parliament,  and  referved  that  fubje<d  for 
future  confideration.  Complaints  were  made  to  James  of 
thofe  grants,  but  what  was  his  anfwer  ? “ I have  made  for- 
ty boroughs  ; fuppofe  I had  made  four  hundred — the  more 
the  merrier.”  Charles  the  Fird  followed  the  example  or 
his  father  in  exercifing  this  prerogative,  but  not  to  fo  great 
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an  extent  : Complaints  were  alfo  made  to  him,  and  h« 
gave  aHurances  that  the  new  corporations  fliould  be  review- 
cd  by  parliament.  The  grants  made  by  thefc  two  monarchs 
appear,  by  the  hiftorles  and  correfpondences  oF  thofe  times, 
.to  have  been  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  Protedants  a 
majority  over  the  Roman  Catholics.  The  grants  by  Char- 
les II;  James  II.  and  Queen  Anne,  proceeded  from  mo- 
tives of  pcrfonal  favour;  thus  it  uould  appear,  if  the  fa£ls 
were  invedigated,  that  one  half  of  the  reprdentatives  of 
Ireland  had  arifen  from  the  exertions  of  prerogative,  in- 
fluenced by  occafional  motives,  difputes  among  religionifls, 
and  inducements  of  perfonal  favour,  but  had  not  been  de- 
rived from  any  of  thofe  fources  which  had  produced  the 
Engliui  conftitution.  Had  he  the  honour  of  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Britifh  houfe  of  Commons,  he  would  never 
touch  the  venerable  fabric  of  their  reprefentation  ; but  in 
this  kingdom,  the  part  of  the  reprefentation  univerfally 
complained  of,  had  originated  in  private  or  party  motives, 
and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  one  preferipti'^e  borough 
in  the  whole  kingdom.  He  believed  feme  boroughs  were 
called  fo,  but  he  believed  unjuftly  ; eleven  of  the  grants 
which  had  been  mentioned  did  not  appear  at  the  Rolls 
Office,  .but  moft  of  thefe  were  modern  in  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  It  was  the  duty,  he  thought,  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  inquire  what  was  become  of  thofe  charters,  and 
to  inveftigate.the  titles  of  thofe  places  to  fend  members  to 
parliament;  the  flatement  of  thofe  fa£ls  would  give  great 
weight  to  any  opinions  that  may  be  formed  on  the  fubje<T 
of  improving  the  reprefentation.s.  He  thought  it  juft  that 
the  houfe  fhouid  be  fully  acquainted  with  all  thofe  fa^Is 
upon  wffiich  they  were  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  fubjefl  of 
fuch  general  importance ; fuch  a ftatement  would  tend  to 
fupport  thofe  opinions,  and  to  ffiew  the  propriety  ofinier- 
poiing  on  a fubjeft  wffiere  nothing  but  the  moft  evident  ne- 
ceffity  could  warrant  any  interpofitioa  at  all,  and  he  could 
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fpeak  from  knowledge  in  faying,  that  the  necefiary  infor- 
niatioi'i  may  be  obtained  in  a few  days.  He  acknowledged 
. the  truth  of  the  propohtion  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  people  had,  la 
many  inftances  of  great  public  utility,  performed  the  trufts 
repbfcd  in  them,  in  a manner  moll  honourable  to  thern- 
ielves,  and  ufeful  to  the  community.  He  gave  them  great 
credit  for  the  limitation  of  parliament,  their  relief  to  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  fubjefts  as  to  their  properties  in 
lands,  for  our  free  tratie  and  independant  legiflature ; and 
faid  he  fhould  cheerfully  join  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  ahy  refolutions  of  that  nature,  if  propofed  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  or  In  a committee,  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  *,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  fuch  a refolution  now, 
becaufe  the  buhnefs  of  this  conimittee  was  to  enquire  into 
the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  and  not  to 
cortfider  in  what  manner  their  reprefentatives  had  condufl- 
cd  themfelves,  or  what  advantages  the  public  had  derived 
from  their  ccndufl;  nor  was  it  the  biifinefs  of  that  com-  , 
mitteeto  fay  in  what  manner  they  would  condufl  themfelves 
if  any  ufeful  plan  fhould  be  propofed  ; it  ought  to  be  pre- 
fumed that  they  would  do  their  duty  without  any  afTurance 
of  their  refolution  to  do  fo.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
agree  to  the  amendment  propofed,  which  he  feared  might 
be  confidered  as  avoiding  the  obje<5l  of  the  inquiry,  though, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  right  honourable  mover,  he  • 
was  ready  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  no  fuch  intention.  * He 
faid,  that  the  events  wEich  had  been  mentioned,  and  which 
were  fo  honourable  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
furnifhing  an  additional  reafon  to  fliew  that  this  committee 
fhould  be  careful  in  reporting  fafls  before  they  propofed 
opinions  in  thofc  great  national  acquifltions  which  had  been 
mentioned  ; the  members  of  parliament  were  united  in  one 
common  caufe  with  the  people  ; the  limitation  of  pariia-  • 
ment  particularly  increafed  the  power  of  the  proprietors 
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of  boroughs,  and  free  legiflature  and  free  trade  tended  t» 
Snereafe  both  their  power  and  property  ; an  equal  reprefen- 
tation  ftruck  at  the  root  of  both.  He  believed  that  many, 
and  he  hoped  all  of  thofe  gentlemen  would  a£t  from  public 
motives  only;  but  where  the  intcrehs  of  men  were  con- 
cerned, they  were  often  imperceptibly  influenced  to  exert 
this  natural  bias.  He  thought  it  proper  that  the  fa£ts  which 
Ihewed  the  neceflity  of  a parliamentary  interpofition  fliould 
be  ftated  •,  the  queflion  was  not  now,  whether  the  public 
mind  fhould  be  agitated  by  the  difeuflion  of  fuch  a queftion, 
which  had  been  done  by  the  appointment  of  this  commit- 
tee. By  this  meafure  general  expectations  had  been  raifed 
throughout  the  kingdom,  that  a reform  in  the  reprefen- 
tatioa  wasferioufly  intended  ; anything  that  might  be  con- 
lidered  as  evading  or  obftrudling  the  inquiry  in  the  prefent 
Bate  of  this  country,  would  be  highly  prejudicial.  The 
flatement  of  fa£ts  will  fliew  the  neceflity  of  the  interpofiti- 
on, and  the  difficulty  of  the  fubjedl.  He  would  mention 
how  far  his  ideas  went  : The  boroughs  might  be  divided 
under  two  heads;  thofe  in  which  freemen  had  votes  with- 
out any  limitation  as  to  number  ; the  other  where  the  pow- 
er of  eleding  was  vefted  in  a fmall  and  limited  number  of 
burgefles.  The  former  v/ere  intended  to  be  free,  and  he 
thought  it  ajuftice  due  to  the  crown  as  well  as  to  the 
people,  that  they  would  be  made  fo.  This,  he  thought, 
might  be  done,  by  giving  a title  to  all  freeholders,  of  the 
yearly  value  of  ten  pounds,  lying  within  certain  diflricfls, 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  to  become  free  of  thofe 
boroughs.  They  confifted  of  above  fifty  ; this  would  be  a 
great  imprevement  in  the  reprefentation  of  Ireland,  by  a 
confiderable  acceffion  to  the  democratic  kale  arifing  from 
freehold  property  in  lands.  Thofe  boroughs  are  generally 
thought  to  have  become  private  property  ; this  was  an 
ufurpation  on  the  crown  as  well  as  on  the  people,  and  no 
ma.n  could  dilpute  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  refloring  to 
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the  people  thofe  franchifes  which  they  derive  from  the 
crown,  and  of  which  they  had  been  unjuftly  deprived. 
He  thought  alfo  the  reprefentation  admitted  of  improve- 
ment in  another  way  : If  thirty-two  counties  were  necefiary 
in  the  time  of  Queeh  Elizabeth,  conlidering  the  great  im- 
provement in  culture  of  land,  and  the  vaft  increafe  in  po- 
pulation fince  that  time,  a great  number  of  counties  would 
be  neceflary  now;  that  this  was  not  without  precedent, 
it  had  ^been  done  in  one  inflance  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
Vill.  and  an  aft  of  parliament  fur  conftituting  commiflio- 
ners  for  dividing  counties  is  ftill  in  force.  Such  a meafure 
would  be  of  great  public  utility,  not  only  to  the  reprefen- 
tation of  the  people,  but  to  the  police  and  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice.  Some  of  the  cxifting  counties  were 
confefledly  too  large,  from  which,  in  all  thofe  refpefls, 
conliderable  inconveniences  had  arifen  ; the  reprefentatives 
of  thofe  new  counties  may  fupply  the  places  of  fuch  of  the 
private  boroughs  as  were  not  able  to  fhew  fuch  titles  as  fa- 
tisfied  the  houfe,  or  fuch  as  for  any  other  rcafons  it  Ihould 
be  thought  proper  to  abolifh.  In  refpecfl:  of  thofe  private 
boroughs,  if  it  fliould  be  thought  necelTary  to  go  into  any 
alteration  of  thefe,  it  may  be  eiTecfled  in  the  manner  which 
he  had  mentioned  in  refpefl  to  the  free  boroughs,  but  he 
thought  that  the  number  of  reprefentatives  ought  not  to 
be  encreafed.  He  acknowledged,  that  nothing  could  be 
laid  in  defence  of  the  private  boroughs  ; he  thought  a 
perfect  reprefentation  was  not  potole  to  be  attained  in 
any  country.  No  objefl  ought  to  be  in  contemplation, 
but  fuch  a reprefentation  as  would  make  this  houfe  the  real 
organ  of  the  people  ; that  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  Eng- 
land always  affed  agreeably  to  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
when  that  fenfe  was  known,  could  not  be  denied ; they 
had  therefore  probably  attained  to  that  point  of  pcrfedlion 
which  could  be  alone  expelled  in  fuch  a fyftcm.  It  muft 
be  confeiTed;  that  this  houfe  had  not  been  conhdered  as 
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the  organ  of  the  people,  and  had  not  always  fpoken  their 
fentiments.  The  cry  for  a reform  in  the  reprefcntation 
had  become  general  throughout  the  kingdom;  the  con- 
flitution  itfelf  had  become  totally  different  in  moft  of  its 
great  principles,  from  what  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  when 
the  houfe  of  Stuart  had  new  modelled  the  reprefcntation, 
on  motives,  and  in  a manner,  which  no  man  would  de- 
fend at  this  day.  From  the  arbitrary  fpirlt  which  had 
prevailed  at  feme  of  thofe  periods,  the  long  and  frequent 
difcontinuance  of  parliament,  the  diftrafled  ffate  of  this 
' lUtion  for  a part  of  that  time,  and  its  diftreffed  fituation 
during  the  greateft  portion  of  it,  this  fubjedi:,  though  the 
conitant  topic  of  complaint,  was  never  before  the  obje£l  of 
inquiry;  it  fliould  be  more  fully  invelti^ated  before  you 
come  to  any  refolution.  You  fliould  not  tell  the  people 
that  the  reprefentation  required  amendment,  without 
fuggefling  the  remedies.  He  then  recommended  the 
following,  mode  to  be  adopted  by  the  committee  : — Have 
all  thofe  charters  laid  before  you — inquire  after  thofe  not 
now  at  the  rolls ; then  report  refolutions  of  fad,  fetting 
forth  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation,  and  other  refolutions 
containing  your  opinion  as  to  the  remedies  proper  to  be 
applied;  but  let  the  houfe  pollpohe  the  conlideration 
of  thofe  refolutions  till  next  feffion  of  parliament,  that 
time  may  be  given  to  the  members  of  this  houfe  to  con- 
fult  with  their  conftituents,  and  to  digeff  fuch  a tempe- 
■ rate  plan  of  reform  as  may  be  generally  acceptable.  He 
meant  no  delay ; he  wiflicd  to  forward  the  meafure  ; 
to  obftrud  or  embarrafs  it  now  would  be  highly  impolitic ; 
but  he  wifhed  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  and 
deliberation,  and  to  receive  the  fulleft  information 
before  they  finally  decided  on  a fubjed  of  fuch  magni- 
tude. ' * _ 
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Sir  John  Blaquicre  faid,  he  would  oppofe  the  motion 
of  the  right  honourable  member,  and  fupport  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  becaufe 
the  motion  clalhed  with  the  great  Catholic  buhnefs,  which 
it  was  underftood  ought  to  have  taken  the  lead  j becaufe 
it  might  fuperfede  the  defigns  of  the  two  right  honourable: 
gentlemen,  who  firft  moved  in  the  bufinefs,  and  who  were 
riot  now’^in  their  places,  (Mr.  Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Conolly); 
and  he  did  not  fee  what  right  the  honourable  mover  had 
to  Ikim  the  crock  and  lake  all  the  cream  and  the  dainties 
to  make  up  his  fyllabub,  leaving  them  nothing  but  the 
fkim-milk  ; But  above  all,  becaufe  he  thought  this  motion 
prejudged  the  raeafure,  and  tended  to  pledge  the  houfe  for 
that  whichit  was  more  than  doubtful  they  could  ever  per- 
form ; and  that  it  raifed  an  expectation  which  they  would 
poffibly  never  be  able  to  fatisfy,  and  which  he  believed  at 
this  mooaent  to  be  perfectly  impracticable,  and,  as  hs 
thought,  unfafe  and  unwife. 

By  the  manner  in  which  the^meafure  was  introduced, 
and  the  way  in  which  it  was  debated,  a bye-ftander  would 
think  all  was  quiet  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  there 
Vv^as  neither  offender  nor  defender,  neither  alTociation  or 
tumult,  and  that  one  general  fcntiment  of  peace  and  order 
pervaded  the  land.  He  would  not  fay  the  country  was  in 
arms,  but  he  thought,  without  offence,  it  might  be  infi- 
nuated  that  the  public  mind  was  fomething  diflurbed, 
and  that  therefore  fuch  a meafure,  difficult  if  not  danger- 
ous at  all  times,  might  now  be  fatal  to  our  peace. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  the  no- 
velty of  the'  prefent  reprefentation,  that  it  had  neither 
prefcriptive  or  other  right.  He  obfervcd,  there  was  no 
increafe  of  the  borough  reprefentation,  (one  inftance  only 
excepted)  fines  the  Revolution,  and  that  h was  from  that 
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period  alone  you  fhould  date  your  conftitutlon.  That 
the  conftitution,  this  boaft  of  the  world,  was  a mixed 
monarchy — an  union  of  interefts,  and  a mutuality  of 
checks  in  the  great  conftituent  parts — and  for  this  great 
end,  a limited  interference  or  intereft  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Lords,  had  ever  been  acquiefccd  in  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Was  the  entire  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  be  named  by  the  King,  the  hate  would  be  a pure 
monarchy  ; was  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  name  it,  it  would 
be  an  ariftocracy ; and  were  it  entirely  in  the  people,  a 
perfect  democracy  ; neither  of  which  are  governments 
that  would  be  relifhed  by  this  people — ^the  mixture  perhaps, 
'inot  perfectly  chafte  and  pure,  but  it  was  a government 
under  which  this  country  had  throve,  under  which  Eng- 
land had  become  the  happieft  people  on  earth  and  the  ar- 
bitrefs  of  the  world. 

Give  us  the  Englifh  conftitution,  fay  gentlemen,  with 
loud  voices : And  are  there  no  rotten  boroughs  in  that 
country  ? Is  the  reprefentation  more  equal  than  here  ? 
Is  the  borough  of  Harriftown  lefs  competent  in  Kildare, 
than  Old  Sarum  in  Wilts,  where  there  flands  not  a thatch- 
ed cabin  within  fome  miles  diftance  ? Appleby  is  not  a 
clofe  borough,  but  it  was,  he  believed,  one  of  the  mod 
corrupt  boroughs  in  the  empire ; yet  Appleby  had  returned 
Mr.  Pitt,  nay,  he  believed  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf,  when  he  rendered  his  fervices  eflential  to  the 
public,  was  returned  for  the  borough  of  Charlemont. 
And  how  ftands  the  general  reprefentation  in  that  country  ? 
Cornwall  at  the  fag-end  of  the  kingdom,  not  more  popu- 
lous than  any  neighbouring  county,  with  half  its  inhabi- 
tants living  under  ground ; Cornwall  fends  at  this  hour 
forty-four  members  to  the  Englifti  parliament,  whilft  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminf- 
tcr,  with  all  their  confequence  and  vaft:  population,  return 
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only  eight,  and  yet  thefe  people  look  not  for  a reform; 
true,  there  was  an  alTociation  for  that  purpofe  fet  on  foot, 
and  true  it  is  that  many  of  the  moft  refpeftable  men  in 
that  kingdom  had  concurred  in  the  meafure  ; but  it  is  equal- 
ly true  alfo,  that  almoft  every  refpeflable  gentleman  in  that 
afTociatioii  had  ftruck  out  his  name  from  the  lift. 

Coming  more  immediately  to  what  he  wifhed  to  ftate, 
he  obfcrved,  that  on  any  other  occafion,  or  any  other  fub- 
jefl,  he  Ihould  be  afhamed  to  trefpafs  on  the  lioufe  as  he 
did,  but  the  objeift  of  their  prefent  conhcjeration,  was  too 
momentous  to  require  apologies  ; for  in  it  was  involved 
nothing  lefs  as  he  conceived,  than  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try now,  and  at  the  time  to  come,  if  you  ftiall  have 
the  power  of  conveying  your  eftates  to  your  children. 

It  feems,  Sir,  faid  he,  as  if  God  for  our  ftiis  had  vlfited 
thefe  countries.  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
commonly  called  the  King’s  Dominions,  with  an  epidemic 
and  dangerous  diforder  which  manifefts  itfelf  in  a rage 
for  innovation  and  reform.  In  Great  Britain  and  France 
the  paroxyfm  having  got  to  its  crifis,  the  matter  has 
been  in  thofe  countries  decided  ; in  Ireland  the  thing  is  at 
ifiue. 

In  France,  the  tyranny  of  government  had  obtained  to 
fuch  an  excefs,  that  the  people  were  incapable  of  enduring 
it  any  longer  ; and  in  the  idea  of  reform  it  unhappily  be- 
came the  obje£l  of  their  miftaken  zeal  and  wifhes,  to  call 
for  a complete  rcprefentation  of  all  the  people,  precifely 
in  the  fame  terms  which  are  ufed  by  the  county  of  Mona- 
ghan, in  the  rcfolutions  they  have  this  day  pafted,  in  their 
inftruftions  to  their  members  (which  he  read) ; the  people 
thus  reprefented,  v^  ere  jealous  of  the  good,  and  liked  not 
the  great ; moderate  men  were  foon  circumvented  or  ex- 
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pelled  ; the  lords  were  difmifTed  ; and  in  a fhort  time 
their  king,  nay,  their  God,  were  voted  to  be  incumbrances 
to  the  hate.  In  our  long  parliament,  proceedings  very 
fimilar  occurred  ; they  originated  in  the  fame  principles, 
and  ended  in  like  cataftrophes.  But  this  is  the  event  of 
yeftcrday  : Louis  the  Sixteenth  carried  his  dignity,  with 
his  innocence,  to  the  fcaffold  •,  but  as  he  had,  he  faid,  fo 
lately  enlarged  on  this  rnelancholy  theme,  he  would  now 
only  obferye,  fhat  of  the  fird:  national  affembly,  confiding 
of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  more  than  three  hun- 
dre  and  fifty,  he  believed,  had  been  butchered,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  about  fixteen  or  eighteen  perfons,  the 
reft  werebanifhed  and  the  property  of  all  confifeated,  and  this 
was  the  efFefl:  of  a complete  repreferrtation  of  all  the  people! 
And  in  regard  to  their  oeconomy,  fuch  was  the  parfimony 
with  which  the  public  treafure  was  handled,  (he  knew 
the  facl),  that  the  expence,  for  the  month  of  September 
laft,  was  more  than  feven  million  fteriing ; in  October  it 
exceeded  eight  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; 
and  that  in  the  account  of  individuals,  whilft  many  of  their 
beft  rerpe(fted  patriots  were  privately  remitting  and  vefting 
\n  our  funds,  fums  from  forty  to  fourfeore  thoufand  pounds 
for  themfelves,  they  had  the  inhuman  impudence  to  refufe 
to  their  infulted  and  beautiful  queen  the  coft  of  a fingls 
{:hange  of  common  apparel  i 

In  England  it  was  otherwife  ; the  good ' fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion prevailed,  and  all  are  happy  and  at  peace  : but  about 
the  time  of  the  meeting  of  their  parliament,  it  wore  fuch 
an  inaufpicious  afpefl,  that  the  vigilance  of  the  executive 
government  thought  it  neceftary  to  call  within  the  circuni- 
vallation  of  the  metropolis,  all  the  troops  for  one  hundred 
rniles  round.  In  a village  where  he  was,  (Greenwich)  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  regiment,  which,  to  the  glory  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  nation,  is  now  fo  properly  called,  [a  loud 
' . cry 
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cry  of  hear  him  ! hear  him!]  marched  in  during  the  night. 
Language  was  held  in  that  parliament  fuch  as  never  dif^ 
graced  thefe  walls.  The  glorious  vi(flory  of  Jemappe  *,  the 
difgrace  and  defeat  of  the  two  tyrants,  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
and  the  Emperor,  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  were  found- 
ed in  exulting  triumph.  But  they  were  met  by  the  virtues 
of  the  people,  whofe  fenfes  were  roufed  by  the  exertions  of 
an  honourable  gentleman,  who  boldly  pufhed  forward  in 
the  front  of  the  battle,  and  to  whofe  talents,  manhood 
and  interpoGtion,  the  peace  of  that  kingdom  may,  in  a 
great  meafure,  be  aferibed.  By  him  the  fallacy  of  their 
arguments  was  refuted,  and  the  dangerous  principles  of 
their  conduit  expofed : this  was  done  by  an  IriOiman — 
the  minilter  of  England  was  not  in  parliament,  and  if  it 
flaould  ever  nappe ii  that  fuch  lervlces  were  forgot — no, 
they  never  wouljd  be  forgot,  for  whilfl  memory  held  its  feat 
hi  the  breaft  of  man,  the  name  of  lidmund  Burke  would 
be  repeated  with  gratitude,  by  every  true  born  Englifhman; 
the  force  of  his  eloquence  and  the  truth  of  his  doilrine  was 
fo  irreGitible,  that  one  by  one  the  great  matadors  of 
the  antient  pppontion  deferted  their  leader,  profeffing 
eterqal  ties  of  perfonal  attachment  and  refpedt ; they, 
howeyei*,  almoG  all  of  them,  voted  againft  him  ; not  out  of 
any  regard  to  the  miniiter,  but  on  the  contrary,  for  he  did 
in  his  conicience  believe,  that  the  arch-angel  Gabriel  is  not 
more  detefted  by  the  devil  himfelf,  than  Mr.  Pitt  is  by 
many  of  thel'e  gentlemen  ; but  the  coiiduil  of  adminiftra- 
tion  was  wife,  ailive  and  vigilant,  and  the  fupport  given 
was  unequivocal*,  the  words,  he  believed,  he  could  nearly 
recolle^fl  of  one  of  the  Erh  clvaraiffers  in  the  kingdom, 
1 will  not,”  faid  he,  « contaminate  the  fupport  I wifii  to 
give,  by  any  unworthy  infinualions  which  might  tend  to 
lelTen  the  chara<Sler  of  adminiftration  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country,  or  that  would  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of 
fhe  people,  fo  neceffary  for  them  at  this  The  con- 
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fcqucnce  has  been  fomething  very  like  an  unanimity  ; the 
efFe£ls  of  it,  peace. 

Ireland  is  now  to  take  her  choice  ; fhe  will  confider  the 
examples  that  are  before  her  ; the  page  of  hiftory  need  not 
be  ranfacked,  the  thing  is  recent  and  frelh  ; you  fee  at  this 
moment  the  people  of  England,  profperous  and  happy  ; 
and  at  the  fame  moment,  perhaps,  the  kennels  of  Paris 
running  with  blood.  But  God  once  hardened  the  heart  of 
Pharaoh,  and  if,  for  our  t ranfgreffions,  he  fhall,  in  his 
wifdom,  permit  this  infatuation  to  continue  among  us  ; 
why,  faid  he,  I fhall  have  done  my  duty  ; he  owed  great 
obligations  to  the  country  ; he  was  difeharging  a part  of  the 
debt. 

He  had  done,  he  faid,  his  duty,  and  at  this  moment 
would  add  but  one  obfervation,  which  he  wiflied  might  be 
as  impreffive  upon  the  minds  of  other  gentlemen,  as  it  had 
been  upon  his  own  ; we  were  yet  in  time  fo  rally  round 
the  confequence  of  parliament,  if  gentlemen  were  dif- 
pofed  to  maintain  its  charadter  and  authority  ; but  that  in 
his  confcience,  he  truly  believed  it  was  utterly  impoflible 
in  the  fame  breath,  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  to  overthrow  its  government  *,  they  (hould,  and  they 
muft,  in  a crifis  like  this,  Hand  or  fall  together. 

Mr.  Duquery  contended,  ftrenuoufly,  #in  fupport  of  the 
refolution  propofed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  exprefsed  the 
concern  which  he  felt  at  feeing  the  manner  in  which  the 
motion  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  had  been 
received  by  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  ; more 
efpecially,  when  it  is  remembered  how  the  fubjejSl,  which 
was  now  under  difcuflion,  came  immediately  before  them. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  fefiion,  a motion  was 
made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  has  now 
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propofcd  the  prefent  refolution,  to  appoint  a committee 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what  abufes,  had  taken  place 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  this  country/’  That  motion  was 
negatived  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfc  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  a member  in  the  confidence  of  Ad- 
miniftration, and  high  in  office  under  them,  moved,  as  an 
amendment, that  a committee  fhould  be  appointed,  to  en- 
quire into  the  ftatc  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  nation  ; 
and  a committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  with  almoft 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  houfe,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  that  ferious  and  important  queftion.  We  are 
nowlit  ting,  for  the  firft  time,  in  that  committee,  and  we 
are  now  debating  upon  the  firft  refolution  propofed  for  our 
confidcration.  The  true  tendency  of  that  refolution  is, 
to  put  an  end  to  that  dangerous  and  unconftitutional  abufe 
of  procuring  feats  in  parliament,  by  the  payment  of  certain 
fums  of  money,  whether  thofe  Turns  be  diftributed  amongft 
a number  of  clc^ors,  or  paid  at  once  into  the  hand  of  a 
fingle  individual.  There  is  the  great  primary  grievance, 
and  the  fource,  perhaps,  of  every  other  political  abufe 
which  the  propofed  refolution  is  calculated  to  corrc<ft,  and, 
if  poffible,  totally  to  eradicate.  If  then  we  are  really  ferious 
in  the  arduous  talk  we  have  undertaken,  that  of  endea- 
vouring to  reform  the  ftate  of  our  reprefentation,  I can 
fcarcely  conceive  how  fach  a refolution  can  meet  with  a 
fingle  negative.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  committee  who 
entertains  a doubt  that  feats  have  been  procured  again  and 
again  in  parliament,  by  the  diftribution  and  payment  of 
confidcrable  furns  of  money,  tending  at  once  to  v/eigh 
down  the  member  who  procures  his  feat  by  fuch  unworthy 
pra^lices,  to  corrupt  the  elector  who  votes  under  fuch  in- 
fluence, and  to  degrade  the  parliament,  whofe  feats  are  ob- 
tained by  the  violation  of  every  conftitutional  principle. 
Surely,  it  will  not  be  contended,  that  it  is  ncceftary  for  us 
to  call  evidence  to  our  bar,  to  prove  the  cxiftence  of  an  ab- 
Voi,.  II.  F f ufe. 
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life,  which  any  man  out  of  this  houfe  would  hold  it  ridicu- 
lous to  controvert ; and  if  wc  are  all  of  us  convinced  rhat 
fuch  corrupt  practices  have  prevailed  to  fucb  an  excefs, 
as  alnaoft  to  endanger  the  fafcty  of  the  Hate,  ought  we 
to  helitate  in  adopting  the  refolution  now  propofed,  the 
great  object  of  which  is  to  cut  out  by  the  roots  that  un- 
conftitutional  traffic  ? But,  inftead  of  acceding  to  this  mca- 
fure,  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  thought  proper  to  move,  by  way  of  amendment, 
a refolution  altogether  difl:in£t  from  that  originally  propof-^ 
ed,  and  totally  out  of  the  fphcre  of  the  fubjecSt  now  before 
us.  That  right  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  proper 
to  move  you  to  come  to  a refolution,  “ that  under  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
our  manufacSlures  have  improved,  our  trade  has  encrcafcd, 
and  the  country  has  advanced  in  profperity.”  Now,  really. 
Sir,  what  that  long  laboured  panegyric  upon  parliament  has 
to  fay  to  the  prefent  lubjedf,  I am  at  a lofs  to  difeover  ; if 
parliament  has  done  fervices  to  the  nation,  the  people  muft 
know  and  feel  their  effie^fs,  and  it  is  unneceflary  for  us  to 
become  panegyrics  of  our  own  actions.  And  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  people  lliould  not  conceive  themfelvcs  fo 
highly  indebted  to  the  juflice  and  wifdom  of  parliament, 
as  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to 
convince  them  that  they  are,  then  fuch  a profufe  and  un- 
bounded eulogy  upon  ourfelves,  will  tend  only  to  exhibit 
Parliament  in  a very  ridiculous  point  of  view  5 let  us,  for 
one  moment,  refledt  what  was  the  objeft  of  the  houfe,  in 
appointing  a committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  rc« 
prefentation  of  the  people  ? Was  it  not  upon  a prefump- 
tion  that  fome  conliderable  abufes  have  taken  place  in  that 
reprefentation,  which  loudly  calls  upon  our  exertion  to 
rectify  ? Should  we  then,  inftead  of  coming  to  a fpecific 
refolution,  tending  to  eradicate  one  of  the  principal  abules 
which  exift  in  that  reprefentation,  draw  up  a ftudied  pane- 
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gyricupon  our  own  conduft?  Would  not  the  houfe,  when 
wc  come  to  report  our  proceedings  and  deliver  in  to  them 
thefc  lavifli  encomiums  upon  parliament,  conceive  that  we 
had  very  much  miftaken  the  obje<Sl:  of  our  inquiry,  and  mif- 
fpent  the  time  of  our  committee  ? The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  on  the  other  lide,  has  called  the  refolution 
propofed  to  you,  by  the  right  honourable  mover  on  this 
fide,  a libel  upon  parliameut.  Why  fo,  in  faff,  were  thofe 
very  bills  to  which  he  has  alluded  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpccch. 
What  was  that  much  boafted  elc^lion  law,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  and  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  Mr.  Grenville's  A6t  ? That  law  might  juft 
as  well  have  been  confidered  a libel  upon  parliament ; for 
it  certainly  admitted  one  leading  point,  that  the  houfe  of 
Commons,'  in  its  collcdtive  capacity,  had  not  fufficient  in- 
tegrity to  decide  the  merits  of  contefted  ele6lions  between 
oppofite  candidates,  and,  therefore,  a fworn  committee 
was  by  that  afl  eftablifhed,  upon  the  neceftary  implication, 
that  the  houfe  itfelf  was  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  juf- 
ticej  yet  that  bill,  fo  far  from  being  deemed  a libel,  was 
conlidercd  as  a great  conftitutional  improvement  ; fo  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  to  the  octennial  bill,  which  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  part  of  his  eulogiuai  upon 
parliament,  that  bill  was  founded  upon  the  prefumption, 
that  this  houfe  ought  not  to  betrufted  with  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people,  for  a longer  period  than  that  of  eight 
years ; furely  that  was  a ftrong  implication  of  the  neceflity 
ofeorrefting  an  abufc  in  the  conftitutioo,  by  making  its 
reprefentative  body  return  back  to  the  fountain  of  the  peo- 
ple ; and  yet  that  law,  fo  far  from  being  confidered  as  a 
libel  upon  parliament,  has  ever  been  deemed  as  one  of  our 
greateft  conftitutional  improvements.  Let  us,  therefore, 
have  done  with  faying  that  this  refolution  is  a libel  upon 
parliament,  becaufe  it  goes  to  rectify  one  of  the  greateft 
abufes  cxifting  in  the  reprefentation.  In  truth;  Sir,  I con» 
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fiJer  this  unneceflary  panegyric  upon  parliament  as  a pretty 
certain  omen,  that  we  arc  not  to  hope,  at  prefent,  for  any 
eIFc(5live  reform  ; inftead  of  beginning  by  corre£lion,  we 
commence  our  labours  by  flattery,  as  unbounded  as  fomc 
perfons  might  think  it  unmerited.  If  \vc  arc  really  and 
truly  ferious  in  the  great  work  we  have  undertaken, 
let  us,  by  adopting  the  refolution  now  propofed  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  near  me,  fatisfy  the  nation, 
that  we  have  undertaken*  this  glorious  talk,  with  the 
zeal  and  fpirit  that  becomes  honeft  reprefentatives,  and 
not  with  the  addrefs  and  cunning  that  are  fuited  only  to 
hniflaed  courtiers. 

Mr.  Curran  ^ppofed  the  amendment  propofed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  fupported  the  original 
motion  with  great  warmth.  He  examined  it  from  different 
points  of  view.  He  faid  this  was  not  a time  for  fophiftry 
or  quibble.  A member  of  parliament  ought  to  leave  his 
ingenuity  at  the  door,*  and  bring  into  the  houfe  nothing  but 
his  ingenuoufnefs  and  integrity.  We  mu  ft  be  befotted  in- 
deed if  we  thought  fophifms,  which  could  not  impofe  upon 
ourfelves,  could  make  dupes  of  the  public.  1 he  queftion 
before  us  was  the  fimplcft  imaginable.  The  houfe  had 
come  to  a refolution  of  inquiring  “ into  the  ftare  of  the 
reprefentation.”  The  committee  had  now  met  accordingly. 
What  did  they  meet  to  inquire  into  ? Was  it  the  merits  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons?  No,  he  faid,  every  man  knows 
riie  contrary  ; it  was  the  defedls  of  the  reprefentation  com- 
plained of  by  the  people,  and  admitted  by  the  houfe  itfelf. 
What  then  could  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mean, 
by  propofing  a fulfome  panegyric  on  the  merits  of  a body, 
into  whofc  defeifts  they  were  ordered  to  inquire  ? If  wc  do 
this,  faid  he,  we  fhall  deceive  nobody  j not  ourfelves ; not 
the  people,  they  will  defpife  and  deteft  us,  for  the  hypo- 
crify  and  eftrontery  of  fuch  a procedure.  He  faid  parlia- 
ment was  at  the  very  moment  of  crifis.  The  hope  wc  had 
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held  out  of  conftitutional  redrcfs,  had  held  the  dlfquiet  of 
the  public  mind  in  fufpencc.  Our  prefent  conduct  muft  be 
(iecifive  j it  mlifl:  fix  the  public  hope  of  reform  to  parlia- 
ment, or  fliew  the  people  they  muft  look  only  to  them- 
iclves.  We  had,  he  faid,  brought  forward  the  firft  nc- 
celTary  ftep — the  avowed  abufc  of  parliament — the  fale  of 
boroughs — Was  this  a faft  ? If  you  deny  it,  faid  he,  we  will 
Oiew  you  that  the  great  body  of  this  houfc  are  fitting 
here  for  money,  and  not  by  cleflion.  If  you  admit  the  faff, 
will  you  fay  that  it  is  not  an  abufe  ? If  you  ftifle  this  by 
artifice,  I fay  again,  we  fhall  become  odious  and  contempt- 
ible to  the  nation,  and  they  will  look  to  thcmfelves,  and 
Ireland  muft  take  her  chance  of  fuch  conftitution  as  may  be 
made  for  her.  If  you  do  your  duty,  you  may  now  forna 
it  yourfelves. 

He  then  ftated  the  reform  which,  he  faid,  ought  to  take 
place.  A fair  reprefentation  of  the  landed  and  commer- 
cial property  of  the  nation  ; that,  he  faid,  ought  to  be  done, 
forthwith,  as  cautioufly  as  may  be,  but  certainly  within 
this  feflion  ; otherwife,  it  muft  be  loft,  and  the  ftatc  of 
Ireland,  at  war,  divided  and  difiatisfied,  made  it  peculiarly 
ncceiTary  at  this  junifture.  But,  he  faid,  gentlemen  defired 
a plan.  He  exprclTed  much  indignation  at  this  demand  ; 
to  deny  the  difeafe,  and  demand  the  remedy,  he  faid,  was 
ridiculoufly  abfurd.  He  faid  he  fliould  be  forry  to  fee  a 
plan  introduced  until  the  neceflity  was  confefTed  ; it  would 
be  filly  while  that  necefilty  was  denied.  But  he  had  ano- 
ther objection  to  the  introdudlioa  of  a plan  ; he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  fubje<ft  to  all  the  confideration  within  and  with- 
out the  houfe,  which  the  fefiion  would  allow;  and  he 
thought  the  houfc  ought  to  enfure  the  continuance  of  the 
feffion  for  that  great  object.  He  had  alfo  another ; the  Ca- 
tholic queftion  muft  precede  a reform.  Their  place  in  the 
ftate  muft  be  decided  firft. 
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The  qucftlon,  he  faid,  was  fliort,  and  would  be  dcci- 
five.  Ireland  feels,  that  without  an  immediate  reform, 
her  liberty  is  gone.  I thinh  fo  too  ; while  a Tingle  guard 
of  Britifli  freedom,  either  internal  or  external  if  wanting, 
Ireland  is  in  bondage ; fhe  looks  to  us  for  that  great  e- 
mancipation  ; fhe  expefls  not  impollibilitics  from  us,  but 
fhe  experts  honed  and  plain  dealing  ; and  if  fhe  finds  them 
not,  remember  what  I prodi<d:,  flic  will  abominate  her  par- 
liament, and  look  for  a reform  to  heiTelf. 

Mf.  Grattan  in  reply  iaid — The  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man  has  called  the  iubmitted  refolution  a libel  on  parlia- 
ment, hoping,  no  doubt,  that  I would  have  introduced 
fome  ftfong  and  indecorous  refolutions  which  would  have 
given  them  an  opportunity  of  oppofing  the  principle  pf  the 
reform  of  parliament,  under  the  colour  of  maintaining 
its  reputation  ; but  I have  fo  framed  the  refolulions  that 
none , of  them  dire^Ily  go  to  degrade  this  houfc,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  do  mcH;  certainly  arraign  the  pra£lices 
and  defects  wliich  attend  the  reprefentation  j the  fird  re- 
folution drikes  dire£liy  at  the  ialc  of  boroughs  j it  does 
indeed  ftrlke  at  the  expences  of  elc<dions,  but  it  does  alfo 
and  dire(dly  ftrike  at  the  fale  of  boroughs  ; and  for  fo 
much  corre»d5  one  great  vice  in  your  reprefentation,  with- 
out  corrciding  which,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  corrccling  the 
others.  Gentlemen  have  faid,  this  motion  is  the  fubjcdl  of 
an  elciflion  bill — an  elcclion  bill  that  compafied  this  part 
of  the  fubje(51:  would  be,  for  fo  much,  a reform  bill.  I 
confefs,  I think  the  motion  is  but  little  underdood  ; it  is 
not  conceived  to  reach  the  fale  of  boroughs.  The  words, 
payments  for  returns  to  ferve  in  parliament,  mean  more 
than  expences  at  elections ; and  for  that  rcafon  they  arc 
inferted  : they  go  directly  to  the  root  of  the  fale  of  bo- 
roughs; and  the  reafon  why  I began  with  this  part  of  the 
fubjccl  is,  becaufe  you  have  as  ftrong  evidence  as  you  can 
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have,  or  would  receive,  touching  the  fale  of  boroughs  j 
you  would  not  receive  public  proof,  and  you  have  already 
internal  convidlion  of  that  abufe  ; therefore  you  cannot  fay 
againft  this  refolution  what  you  will  be  too  willing  to  fay  a- 
gainft  the  others,  that  you  have  no  proof. 

This  refolution  then  puts  the  queftion  direfliy  to  VQur 
breaft.  Are  you  or  are  you  not  an  enemy  to  the  reform  of 
parliament  ? If  you  refift  this  motion,  it  is  not  bccaufe 
you  want  evidence,  for  you  have  all  the  evidence  this 
part  of  the  fubje^f  admits  of ; it  is  not  becaufe  you  exaft 
refpeft  for  the  cxifting  conftitution,  for  this  meafurc  is 
drawn  up  in  terms  of  unqucftionablc  decorum,  fo  it  is  bo- 
caufe  you  are  not  yet  finecre  on  the  fubjedl. 

The  other  two  refolutlons  go  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
reprefentation;  the  firft  ftates  proportions  of  which  you 
have  had  proof  thefe  many  years,  and  the  third  from  that 
refolution  infers  that  the  flate  of  your  reprefentation  re- 
quires amendment  ; here  I am  under  dlfhculties — if  on 
the  one  hand  to  arraign,  or  on  the  other  hand  to  leave  un- 
queftioned  the  prefen t ftatc  of  your  houfe  of  Commons. 
I have  taken  what  I think  a decorous  part.  I have  quefei- 
oned  its  defeats  refpeMuHy,  without  difappoiining  thofe 
who  only  wifh  a reform,  or  gratifying  thofe  who  wifii  the 
degradation  of  parliament.  If  you  pafs  thefe  refolutions, 
you  muft  reform  the  reprefentation,  but  I fee  from  th?* 
oppoiition  fo  the  firft,  the  propriety  of  keeping  back  the 
laft  i for  if  the  committee  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  that 
fale  of  boroughs  are  an  abufe,  it  will  not  fay  the  reprefen- 
tation is  defediive  ; the  truth  is,  the  committee  wiirfay 
nothing  on  the  fubjedl;  but  it  is  inivain  to  parry  it — you 
muft  reform  parliament,  and  you  muft  do  it  this  feClon  *, 
you  have  gone  too  far  to  go  back.  I look  upon  the  re« 
form  of  parliament  as  a meafure  of  abfolute  ucceiUty,  and 
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if  you  reM  us  in  one  fhape,  we  will  return  in  twenty,  un- 
til at  laft  this  great  point  is  atchlcvcd  for  the  country.  The 
amendment  of  the  right  honourable  member  propofes, 
that  if  a plan  fuch  as  the  amendment  deferibes  is  fubmit- 
ted,  the  committee  will  confidcr  it.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  forgets  that  the  committee  is  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  only.  The 
amending  that  flate  by  a fpecific  plan,  is  the  bufinefs  moft 
honourably  and  difintcreftedly  occupied  by  another  right 
honourable  member,  whom  I wifh  on  this  fubje<51:  not  to 
come  acrofs,  but  follow  and  affift  ; were  I to  come  with  a 
fpecific  plan  to  this  committee  I fhould  be  guilty  of  attempt- 
ing to  do  by  the  infirument  cf  the  committee,  what  he 
will  do  by  the  bill,  propound  a plan  of  reform  ; it  is  my 
objcdl  therefore  in  this  committee  to  pledge  you  to  the 
bufinels,  and  to  fpced  it  fo  as  that  it  may  be  complcated 
this  feflion  of  parliament.  Thofc  gentlemen  who  are  moft 
impatient  for  a fpecific  plan,  are  impatient  for  it  in  order 
to  attack  the  principle,  under  pretence  of  cavilling  with  the 
plan — No,  Sir,  but  when  gentlemen  are  fufficicntly  em- 
barked in  the  principle,  then  will  be  the  proper  time  for 
producing  a plan. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  amendment,  in- 
vites you  indeed  to  produce  a plan,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
tells  you,  it  is  unnecefiary  ; for  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation,  has  done  every  thing 
which  your  trade  and  your  conftitution  require;  and  under 
pretence  of  defending  the  character  of  parliament,  he  fug- 
gefts  the  praftical  excellence  of  your  prefent  reprefenta- 
tion  ; hii  amendment,  therefore,  goes  againft  the  reform 
of  parliament ; but,  fearing  fuch  an  amendment  is  too 
ftrong,  he  foftens  it  afterwards,  and  fays,  it  is  true  if  you 
can  find  what  he  thinks  you  cannot  ; fuch  a plan  of  reform 
as  ftiallfecure  you  all  your  advantages,  and  give  you  more 
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than  indeed  he  will.  What!  adopt  it! — No,  conlidcr  it. 
Who  will  confider  ? not  the  houfe,  but  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  another  purpofc — for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation,  not  framing  a bill  for 
the  reform  of  parliament  ; fo  that  his  amendment  is  ob- 
je<51:ionablc  for  its  informality  as  well  as  its  contents.  He 
cannot  propofe  it  in  the  committee,  and  he  ought  not  to 
propofe  it  in  the  houfe  ; and  propofed  in  cither.  It  injures 
the  great  queftioh  to  which  we  are  all  attentive,  and  moll 
of  us  pledged — the  Reform  of  Parliament. 

The  quellion  being  at  length  put  on  the  amendment, 
there  appeared 

For  the  amendment  — 153 

Againft  it  — —i  71 

Majority  for  the  amendment  — 


End  of  the  Second  Vol. 
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